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**WHAT COHSTITUTES THE EIGHTE0USNES3 OP OHBIST IMPUTED 

TO THE BELIEVEE?"* 

BY JOHN BBOWN, A. M., CASCADE| IOWA. 

I AM asked to answer the question, ^^What constitutes the right- 
eousnesfi of Christ imputed to the believer ?" In answering this ques* 
tion I shall not limit myself to what constitutes the righteousness of 
Christ in the abstract, but rather consider it in connection with the 

(justification of a sinner before God. My object will be to exhibit the 
only ground of a sinner's justification ; and this I shall do negatively 
and positively, u e. I shall endeavor to show what it is, and what it i^ 
not 

In Rom. 4 : 3, we read that ^^Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness." These words are quoted by the 
apostle from Gen. 15 : 6, in evidence* of the doctrine of justification by 
faith, without the deeds of the law. The literal translation of the 
Hebrew text is, ^'And he believed in Jehovah, and he counted it to 
iim for righteousness." Jehovah is the peculiar name of the Divine 
Being. — "Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, art the Most High 
over all the earth." Fs. 83 : 18. In the Old Testament it is often 
I applied to the Messiah. '' This is the name whereby he shall be called, 
Jehovah our bighteousness." Jer. 23:6. And the Messiah is, no 
loabt, intended in the passage under immediate consideration. Abra- 
ham believed in Jehovah — God manifest in the flesh — and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness. What was counted unto him for 
righteousness ? 

I. Not his good works. For, 

1. Abraham had no good works. Previous to his justification he 
was an idolater ; he ''served other gods," and, therefore, could not be 
jastified on account of his godliness. The object of justification is 
described by the apostle as being ^^ ungodly'' and ^^freefromrighteovs- 
teM/" , and, consequently, ^0(22m^99, or righteousness^ cannot be an, 
element in the justii^cation of a sinner, because he is destitute of every 

* Bead before the Baptist Association of Dubuque, Nov, 22d, 1871. 



■•• 



S9XJ 7 7 8 



2 What constitutes the Righteousness of Christ f 

thing deserving of the name. Justification bj works is impossible, 
because, *^ There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
sinneth not," "Enter not into judgment with thy servant," says 
David, "for in thy sight shall no man living be justified." Ps. 143 : 2. 
And that these words are of universal application, appears from the 
manner in which the apostle alludes to the passage. He applies the 
language alike to Jew and Gentile, and as much to the people of his 
own times as to those of the times of David: — "That every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Therefore by deeds of law shall no flesh be justified in his sight." 
Rom. 3 : 19, 20. 

2. Abraham was justified by /azYA; and this implies that he was 
not justified by works. Believing is opposed to working. "For what 
saith the scripture ? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt ; but to him that worketh not^ but be- 
lieveth in him that justifieth the ungodly^ Yn^ faith is counted for right- 
eousness." — "But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God it is evident; for, the just shall live by faith. And the law is 
not of faith ; but the man that doeth them shall live in them." Rom* 
4:8-5; Gal. 8:11, 12. The believer is justified by grace^ which 
necessarily excludes all idea of worthiness. "And, if by grace, then 
is it no more of works ; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 
be of works, then is it no more of grace ; otherwise work is no more 
work." — "Not of works, lest any man should boast." Rom. 11:6; 
Eph. 2 : 9. 

II. Nor was even faith, subjectively considsred, counted unto Abra- 
ham for righteousness. This could not be, — 

1. Because the act of believing is not only distinguished from 
righteousness, but, in the matter of justification, the use is directly 
opposed to the other. Rom. 4:5; Gal. 2 : 16. The righteousness 
which is imputed to the believer is by faith, and consequently must be 
a distinct thing. Rom. 3 : 22 ; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 8 : 9. Eaiih, there- 
fore, subjectively considered could not be counted to Abraham for 
righteousness, because faith is not righteousness. 

2. If faith were our justifying righteousness, there would be as 
many degrees of justification as there are degrees of faith. Believers 
difi'er much as it respects the strength of their faith. Not only does 
one believer differ from another, but the same individual differs from 
himself at different times. Matt. 14:31; 15:28; Rom. 11:3. If 
faith, therefore, were our justifying righteousness, not only should one 
believer be more fully justified than another, but the same individual 
should be more fully justified at one time than at another time. But 
the Scriptures represent justification as a perfect blessing, ar.d all be* 
lievers as being equally justified. Rom. 8 : 81 ; Acts 18 : 89. The 
act of believing, therefore, could not be counted to Abraham for right- 
eousness, because faith exists in different degrees, and is imperfect and 
variable in the best; whereas, that righteousness, on account of which ^ 
the believer is justified, Is perfect andeverlasiinff. Isa. 41 : 6. But, — 

III. It yras faith objectively considered^ i. e. the object of faith, that , 

* « ^ • . • 
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What comtitutes the Righteousness of Christ f S 

¥08 counted to Abraham for righteousness. In order to make this 
dear, we observe^ — 

1. That faith is often put for the object of faith, or the doctrine 
believed. Thus Felix "heard Paul concerning the faith in Christ." 
Paul ** preached the faith which once he destroyed." We also read of 
** the common faith/' "the faith of God's elect," and "the faith of 
Jesus." Acts 24 : 24 ; Gal. 1 : 23 ; Tit. 1:4; Rev. 14 : 12. In all 
these instances faith is put for its object^ or the doctrine believed ; and 
hence it is called "the faith of the gospel." Phil. 1 : 27. 

2. The object of Abraham's faith in the present instance was the 
gospel. *' The scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, in 
thee shall all nations be blessed." Gal. 3 : 8. The nation's were to be 
blessed in Abraham, by being blessed in his seed. The apostle alludes 
to the promise — " In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed." Gen. 15 : 5 ; 22 : 18. And by that seed Christ is intended. 
*'Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, and to thy seed^ which 
19 Christ." Gal. 2 : 16. Abraham's faith, therefore, was in Jkhovah, 
fhe promised seed, that is Christ, 

8. The great thing revealed in the gospel, which was preached to 
Abraham, and believed in by him, was the righteousness of Christ, 
called the righteousness of Jehovah, or the righteousness of God, be* 
cause it was accomplished by " God manifest in the flesh." " I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ," says Paul, "for therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed." " But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christt 
unto all and upon all them that believe." " I count all things but 
loss • . . that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
nine own righteousness, which is of the law, but the righteousness 
which is of God by faith." Rom. 1 : 17 ; 3:21, 22 ; Phil. 8 : 8, 9. 

The righteoudncss of Christ consists in that perfect obedience which 
he rendered to the law, both in its precept, and in its penalty, during 
the period of hir> incarnation — comprehending all that he did, and all 
that he suffered. It partakes of the nature of obedience^ because it 
was accomplished in our nature ; and that obedience is possessed of 
infinite t(Tcr<A, because he is " God manifest in the flesh." "It is a 
most incomparably excellent obedience," says Mr. Hervy ; "it exceeds 
not only the righteousness of innocent and upn^ht Adam, but the 
righteousness of angels, principalities, and powers. Extol this righteous- 
ness as high as words can reach, or ideas soar ! for it is righteousness 
of incarnate divinity, wrought out by him who was God and man ia 
one, Christ ; whose divine nature gave an infinity, both of efficacy and 
of dignity, to all he did. * To you that believe ' the Godhead otJesus^ 
his righteousness must be inconceivably precious ; you will not, yoa 
cannot think it strange, that a whole world of believers should be ao» 
eepted through it, and owe all their salvation to it. The prophet ia 
the most express terms, sets his seal to this truth when he affirms, that 
the Lardy the supreme and incomprehensible Jehovah^ x& * o^t t\^\ 
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eousness ;' and who would forsake the ^ everlasting rock^* in order to 
lean on a bruised reed ? who would quit an illustrious robe for scanty 
covering and filthy rags ? St. Paul counted * all things but loss/' in 
comparison of his Saviour's righteousness. Yea, his own eminent 
holiness, and transcendent usefulness, he regarded no more than dross 
and dung, that ho might 'win Christ and be found in himJ" This is 
the righteousness, whose influence extends to the earliest days, and 
will reach to the most distant ages. By this the holy men of old en- 
joyed the favor of God ; by this alone the generations yet unborn will 
enter into their Master's joy. In a word, this is the ' hope, the sure 
and sole hope of all the ends of the earth, and of them that remain in 
the broad sea ;' for in every nation under heaven, and through all the 
revolutions of time, God is well pleased with sinners only in his be- 
loved Son," 

This is the righteousness that was placed to Abraham's account ; 
this is the righteousness that is imputed to the believer, and on the 
ground of which he is justified before a holy God. God looks upon 
the believer in Christ; and the righteousness of Christ is regarded as 
the righteousness of the believer. It is both the righteousness of 
Christ and the righteousness of the believer — the righteousness of 
Christ, because it was wrought out by him — the righteousness of the 
believer, because it is bestowed as a free gift. This, being the ground 
of the believer's justification, is also the cause of his joy. In God's 
name he rejoices all the day — in Christ's righteousness he is exalted. 
Black though he be in himself, he is comely through Christ's comeliness 
that God has put upon him. Being clothed in this spotless robe, he 
exults in the sentiment sung by the evangelical prophet: '^I will 
greatly rejoice in Jehovah, my soul shall be joyful in my God ; for 
he hath clothed mo with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me 
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels." Abra- 
ham's case was not peculiar ; it is the rule which God invariably ob> 
serves in the justification of those who believe. ''It was not written 
for his sake alone, that ic was imputed to him, but for us also, to whom 
it shall be imputed, if we believe in him that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead ; who was delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification." 

lY. It must not be inferred, however, from what has been said, that 
faith is unnecessary in the business of justification. It was when 
Abraham '' believed'* that he was justified ; and if he had not believed^ 
righteousness never would have been counted to him. Faith is aa 
necessary as the righteousness of Christ, but for a different purpose. 
The righteousness of Christ is necessary as the saving object^ and faith 
is necessary as the instrument to lay hold on it. "I know," says 
Howe, " there is, as to this, commonly introduced a very unnecessary 
and trifling dispute. What is that is counted for righteousness ? 
When the matter comes to be thus stated — is it the act of believing, 
or the object believed on ? And the question will be easily answered 
by putting another question. Suppose it be asked: What is that 
which clothes a man ? Is it his garment, or his putting^it on T Surely 
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a very ordinary understanding would find no difficulty to answer it. 
The garment would never clothe a man, if it were not put on ; and 
the action that a man uses in putting on a thing would not have 
clothed him if he had not the garment; and, ergOy these two must 
contribute together for this end of being clothed, but in different 
kinds : it is the garment when put on that clothes him ; and the action 
that is used in putting it on is no part of the clothing, but it was re- 
quisite thereunto, and that without which he could not have been 
clothed. All this is so obvious that I might save the labor of applying 
it to the case in hand. What is it upon which a man is counted right- 
eous in the sight of God ? Why, he puts on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and God puts him on as it were ; so that the Scripture phrase is in- 
telligible enough. It is that which is put on which is the matter of 
this clothing, and the action that is used here is no part of that matter, 
and yet it is such a requisite as without which he would never be 
clothed." 

Nor must it be inferred, from what has been said, that good works 
are unnecessary. Good works are indispensably necessary in their 
proper place^ — no less necessary than the righteousness of Christ, or 
that faith which unites to tne Redeemer, and thus receives his right- 
eousness. The righteousness of Christ is necessary as the ground of 
justification — faith is necessary as the instrument^ and holiness is ne- 
cessary as i\ie fruit and evidence of it. The believer is justified by 
works as well as by faith ; but in a difierent sense. "Was not Abra- 
ham our father justified by workSy when he had offered Isaac his son 
upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works and by 
works was faith made perfect ? And the scripture was fulfilled which 
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for right- 
eousness ; and he was called the friend of God." James 2: 21-23. In 
the sense of Paul, Abraham was justified when he believed the gospel 
expressed in the promise. Gen. 15: 1-6. In the sense of James, he 
was justified when he had offered his son Isaac upon the altar. Gen. 
22. The latter justification was nearly forty- two years later than the 
former, and, consequently, the good works to which James refers had 
no share in Abraham's justification in Paul's sense, because these good 
works did not then exist. Paul speaks of one justification, and James 
of another ; and both are necessary. Paul's justification relates to 
state and James' to character. The objects of the former justification 
are described as" being "without strength," *' ungodly," "enemies^" 
** sinners," &c. Roin. 4:5, The objects of the latter are described 
as "righteous," "holy," &c. 1 John 8:7. The latter justification 
invariably accompanies the former; for, though the object of it is 
considered ungodly at the time of his justification by faith, yet he 
becomes godly in the same moment, though his sanctification or justi- 
fication by works is only gradually developed. The faith of the gos- 
pel " worketh by love," " purifieth the heart," and " overcometh the 
world." Holiness, therefore, is essential to salvation, as well as faith, 
though in another point of view, ^ndfequalli/ so. It is as true, that 
*^ without holiness no man shall see the Lord," as it is that "by deeds 
of law there shall no flesh be justified," or " without faitK it, \a vodl'^^^- 
sible to please God." 
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HORTHWOOD-ITS 0HUE0HE8 AHD IHSTITUTIOHS, 

The interests of religion [and of the church are not local, but general ; 
yet there are some localities in which the whole church is specially con- 
cerned. Of these, Northwood is manifestly an instance, because one 
of the most important institutions of the church is located there — Gen- 
eva Collegiate Institute, under the control of the Board of Education 
appointed by Synod. The writer has recently been cognizant of so 
much that is pleasant, as well as calculated to awaken such hopeful an- 
ticipations, that he cannot refrain from the statement of some facts not 
known to the church at a distance, but which must be learned with de- 
light and gratitude by all who love the church, and, consequently, re- 
joice in her progress and successful work. 

Here is, more than ever before, a united church. Owing to the lapse 
of time, the change of circumstances here and throughout the church, 
and to the irresistible influences of the Holy Spirit, there are not a few 
evidences that many here know the blessed influences of unity among 
brethren. At these evidences many hearts are gladdened. One may 
be mentioned : I refer to the fact that the two congregrations here, 
together with that of Rushsylvania, in the immediate vicinity, recently 
united in covenanting and in sacramental communion. Irrespective of 
the pi evious^ history of the congregations, it was indeed a sublime and 
ever-memorable occasion. On the preparation Sabbath, when the three 
congregations worshipped together, the services were conducted by the 
three pastors. 

During the subsequent days, beginning with the fast-day, the breth- 
ren and people were greatly favored and strengthened by the presence 
and labors of Rev. J. French, of Michigan, Rev. J. C. Boyd, pastor 
of Utica congregation, and Rev. S. Sterritt, of Cedarville congregation, 
whose subsequent death we now mourn. 

The services of Saturday, when the covenant was sworn by the three 
congregations united, were peculiarly interesting and solemn. It was 
eood to be there ; and it is a day never to be forgotten. The commun- 
ion services of Sabbath, in which also the three congregations united, 
were conducted by the seven ministers present. The ^' action sermon*' 
was preached by Rev. S. Sterritt — probably the last he ever preached 
— from the text : '^ Glorious things are spoken of thee, city of 
God." 

On Monday, according to previous arrangement, a collection was 
raised for Synod's Memorial Fund, when (with what was soon after- 
wards collected) about one thousand dollars were paid or pledged. 
It is due to their liberality to add here, that two men, in only ordinary 
circumstances, gave each one hundred. 

To show still further the liberality of the people, it should be men- 
tioned that soon after this sum of one thousand was raised for the Theo- 
logical Seminary, three or four hundred more were given by members 
of the three congregations, for the repair of the College and Seminary 
buildings here, both of which belong to Synod. Extensive repairs have 
accordingly been made, especially upon the Seminary property. Both, 
however, are still in great need of extensive improvements, and it is 
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confidently hoped that when the members of the charch elsewhere know 
the pressing need of help, they will contribute liberally. 

An important work is now being done here. Besides the young 
ladies and students from different parts of the church, there are now 
being educated here some very promising colored youth, most of whom 
were slaves prior to the war. Most of them, also, are now members of 
the church. Some of them evince undoubted piety as well as intelli- 
gent attachment to the principles of the church. Most of them, more- 
over, are very intellectual, and, under favorable circumstances, will 
become superior scholars. Besides these, there are other very promts* 
ing young men, some of whom will, in due time, no doubt, be in the 
Theological Seminary. And permit me here to express the opinion 
that it is greatly to be regretted, that, while the educational advantages 
in this institution are almost equal to those of the best colleges in the 
country, so many of the sons and daughters of Covenanters are scat- 
tered over the country at academies, colleges or seminaries where they 
are deprived of church privileges as well as of the society and restraints 
of students of the same religious profession. Students attending the 
institution here, enjoy not only the tuition and example of Covenanter 
teachers, but also the society of students from various parts of the 
church. How many of those educated away from home and out of 
the bounds of the church, and so thrown almost wholly into the society 
of the immoral and irreligious, or of those who oppose the truth, are lost 
to the church ! Could the friends of education, of the Theological 
Seminary, and of the church, see things as they are, they would see that 
here is where they should educate their sons and daughters. Were the 
advantages to be enjoyed here known, hither would flock young men 
and young women from all parts of the church. The location, though 
near the great thoroughfares, is retired,and in the midst of an intelligent 
community of Covenanters and United Presbyterians. In the village 
are four churches, but no liquor saloons. In almost every house is 
heard, morning and evening, the voice of prayer, *' rejoicing and salva- 
tion." The faculty, diligent and earnest in their work, thorough schol- 
ars and experienced teachers, are endeavoring to elevate the standard 
of education and to encourage nothing but accurate and complete schol- 
arship. And the institution is now under the control of a Board of Edu- 
cation, appointed by Synod — men of energy and public spirit, who have 
the confidence of the entire church. The Seminary, moreover, is now 
under such superintendence that young ladies enjoy not only superior 
educational advantages, but the comforts of a secure, pleasant and 
healthful home. 

But the necessities of the institution are great. First of all, it needs 
more students. Then it needs money to endow professorships. Those 
who are now engaged in arduous and unremitting; labor are serving the 
charch and her sons and daughters on very meagre support. Two of 
the professors being pastors, depend almost wholly upon their salaries, 
while the others, upon whom devolves the great burden of the labor, 
have no remuneration except their share of the tuition fees of students, 
and out of this they have to meet most of the incidental expenses of the 
institution. These facts are mentioned here partly to counteract a Cq.U^ 
impression existing in some localities, viz., thatlVxe coV^^\i\Q\i%\^^ ^^ 
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congregations fpr the Education Fund go, in part, for the pay of the 
teachers. This is not the fact. These collections all go into the treasury 
of the board, for the support and education of the beneficiary students. 

The institution is in very great need of libraries and apparatus, 
chemical, philosophical and astronomical. It has no fund for procuring 
these, and must be destitute of them until some who have means, as well as 
good wishes, shall make donations for the purpose. Here are students 
ailigently pursuing a scientific and literary education — ^young men who 
are earnestly preparing, in their literary course, for the study of theol- 
ogy. During their collegiate course they greatly need books, all kinds 
of books on science, history, literature and theology. Do not those who 
have the means owe it to these young men, and to the church and fu- 
ture generations, to supply them with the means of a full education ? 

In this connection I wish to say that there are now in the institution 
at Northwood, superior classes of youth. They all seem to be diligent. 
Among them, as far as is known to the writer, there are none immoral, 
none vicious, none who are tempters. Orderly, studious, and praise- 
worthy in deportment, they promise good for the future. To educate 
such — to be associated with such — is notonly exceedingly pleasant, but 
profitable. 

In view of such facts as the above — ^in view of others not mentioned, 
though equally important — what institution or what scheme of the 
church has greater claims upon the liberality of her members ? Would 
they see her Theological Seminary full of well educated and pious stu- 
dents? The college is the feeder of the seminary. And this is the 
only literary institution under the care of the church, or where any 
number of Covenanter students attend, or where they are not exposed 
to influences calculated to lead them away from the church, or into the 
paths of vice. Do parents wish their daughters to be educated where 
they are not only free from the ordinary dangers which surround the 
young away from home, but where they will have the best of society, 
and be under the best of care and control ? Where can they send them 
so safely and with such educational advikntages ? Do the philanthropic 
wish to see many thoroughly educated and pious teachers go into the 
South to help to elevate and redeem the millions of freedmen imploring 
our aid ? Here is the proper place for their liberal contributions. Had 
the whole church been as united and earnest and prudent in the prose- 
cution of the work undertaken when the spasmodic effort was made to 
procure funds from across the water, as the call is now loud and the 
, field inviting, who can say how great and good might have been the re- 
sults ! Though the golden opportunity was lost in consequence of di- 
vided counsels, or of inharmonious action, it is not too late to redeem 
the lost. Never did the institution stand so fair before the church. 
Probably never before was it so justly free from liability to censure. 
Probably never before had it such claims upon the confidence and lib- 
eral support of its friends. Let the church foster her own school. Let 
the rich contribute liberally to its support. How can they better honor 
Christ with their substance than by making large bequests to endow the 
institution or professorships ? Seed thus sown will not be lost ; and 
the generations to come will rise up to honor the memories of those who 
majr liberally bestow abundance where it is so much needed. X. 
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A DOCUMENT THA*P SHOULD BE PUBLISHED. 

Messrs. Editors: — The manuscript document, written shortly 
before his death by the late Rev. James S. Buck, Missionary 
in Minnesota, and of which I spoke at the last meeting of Synod 
is now in my possession. I have examined it more carefully than be- 
fore, and I am well persuaded that it should not be allowed to go into 
oblivion. From the conversation I had with the author shortly before 
his decease, I know he had intended its publication. It was written 
while he was laboring in Minnesota, and for circulation among those who 
know little of our history or position as a church. It is an accurate, 
clear, logical, and comprehensive statement of the truth, especially of 
our distinctive principles, and particularly with reference to civil gov- 
ernment, psalmody, secret societies, and strict communion. The truth 
is 60 presented, and the style is such, that it is calculated to win the at- 
tention and favor of the candid reader. ' Its publication in tract form, 
for general circulation, especially in communities where the people need 
the information it contains, would certainly tend to advance the cause 
of Christ. 

My object in this writing is to call the attention of the many friends 
of our dear departed brother — the author — to the document, in the hope 
that some one or more of them, having the means, will secure its publi- 
cation. I had hoped that as its author was one of the most accepted 
and devoted workers in the domestic field, the Board of Home Missions 
would publish it; but I am informed by the secretary that they have 
no funds for such purpose. And, now, must a valuable document, so 
much needed, and which could be circulated bv our home missionaries 
and people generally, in the confident hope of its doing good, go into 
oblivion for want of funds ? The expense would not be great ; but it would 
be greater than I can afford to bear, or this statement would not appear 
in public. I had hoped that the Board would be able to publish the 
paper, as I think the writer had intended to lay it before that body for 
publication. May I not, therefore, now confidently hope that some 
generous friend of the truth, and wlio has the means to spare, ^ill have 
it put into type, that it may be doing good ? To any such I will be 
happy to forward the manuscript ; or, if authorized, I will preparlfe it 
for the press — it needs a little attention, especially by the punctuarian 
—and have it issued according to order. '^ 

I cannot close without taking the occasion to say that this is another 
illustration of the necessity of a Reformed Presby teriaa3oard of Pub- 
lication. Why can we not have one ere long ? ^ 

N. B. JOHNSC^. 
NoRTHWooD, Ohio. ♦ / 



Temptations are enemies outside the castle seeking entrance. 
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We transfer, at the request of a friend, the following timely and suggestive 
article from the columns of The Lutheran Standard : 

Notwithstanding the atteation which has, in the last ten years, been 
given to the improvement of the Sabbath school system, which is 
generally held in such high esteem in American churches, they are 
often a source of trouble to Lutheran congregations. As they are 
meant to supply a want which is deeply felt, and must be felt 
all the more where there are no parochial schools, they are popular ; 
and if our congregations think it best to dispense with them and act 
accordingly, there is danger that the children will be drawn into those 
of other denominations, and thus become estranged from their church. 
The Sabbath catechisations of the pastor are unquestionably a better 
means of feeding the lambs of the fold than those usually resorted to 
in the Sabbath schools; but they do not afford the children the 
amusement and excitement which are generally considered indispensa- 
ble to the success of the latter, and are therefore less attractive. The 
consequence is that our congregations in most cases consider it neces- 
sary to establish Sabbath schools, even if they have those catechisa- 
tions ; and when they are established there are always some who are 
weak enough to think it necessary to conduct them as other denomina- 
tions conduct them, and to offer the same enticements, and attractions 
to children which they offer. This causes the trouble. 

If the Sabbath school is thought to be necessary, it certainly is 
worth the while of our church members to form a clear notion of what 
they are necessary for. If they merely furnish a place of amusement, 
where children may pleasantly while away an idle hour ; if iinef 
merely afford opportunities for carrying off prizes and gaining hoAors, 
holding out these as inducements to attend them, and thus fostering 
pride and unhallowed ambition, and causing envyings and heart-burn- 
ings ; if they merely furnish juvenile literature of that sickly sort 
which is common in Sabbath sojhool libraries, and thu&cultivate a taste 
for sensational stories and novels which do violence to nature .;and de- 
stroy all relish for sober truth ; if they attain no higher end- thau this* 
it is very difficult for right-minded Christians to perceive any .necessity, 
for them. Is it not rather plain that, while they pursue such objects 
and have such tendencies, they are an obstacle in the way of a faithful 
peri%9^ance of the church's work ? For amusing children there are 
otl^er means enough without the Sabbath school, and the Lord's day 
and the house of (rod are not the right time aild place for amusements, 
even if they were npt, while Satan certainly takes care that there are 
abundant devices for encouraging bad passions without assistance from 
the church. 

If Sabbath schools are considered necessary in order that the church 
may discharge her duty towards the lambs which the Holy Spirit has 
brought into her fold, they should be so arranged and so conducted as 
to accomplish 'tb4sM)bject. If the means used and the methods adopted 
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bjr other denominations are adapted to this end, our congregations 
sboald use them ; but it is folly to adopt them when it is manifest that 
they are entirely inadequate. The Lutheran Church has a right to 
pursue her own ends in her own way, and she cannot expect the di- 
yine blessing if, for the purpose of courting popularity, she departs 
from the path tliat leads directly to the goal. Others manage things 
according to their own convictions of right and expediency ; what pre< 
vents us from exercising the same privilege ? 

* * * * Those who imagine that it makes little 

difference whether truth or falsehood is instilled into the youthful mind, 
are blind guides. Either they know as little of the Scriptures as of 
the human soul, or they have little regard for either. Error is always 
dangerous, and always tends to destruction. Truth is always precious, 
and is the powor of God unto salvation as well to children as to adults. 
To teach this saving truth and guard against error which destroys, is 
the church's duty towards young and old ; and she is faithful neither 
to God nor to the children if she fails to bring this truth to bear upon 
their minds, and permits the poison of false doctrine to be instilled. 

The best book for the Sabbath school is LutSer's Catechism, and 
this, with the Bible and the Church Hymn Book, is the only book that 
is requisite. Let children be well trained in this, and something sub- 
stantial is accomplished. If there should be some who would not at-* 
tend the Sabbath school because the Lutheran Catechism is taught 
there, it is likely that the school could manage to get along without them. 
Theycan find schools enough where it is not taught, if they should pre- 
fer these. It would be the veriest infatuation for a congregation to de- 
prive its own children of that which is so needful for their Christian 
training, in order to accommodate a few who have no desire to learn 
the pure truth. Never should Lutherans be guilty of such shameful 
weakness and sucb' manifest unfaithfulness as would be exhibited in 
wiping out the Lutheran character of the school, simply to gain the 
approbation of men who love not the Lutheran Church. 

*m^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^0 ^^0 %^tf ^^^ 

^^^ ^^p> ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

m 

An extensive trade is carried on nowadays in " Sabbath school " 
soqg books, and Lutheran Sabbath schools are. of ten tempted to intro« 
dace th|^pn|ith their namby-pamby rhymes set to Yankee Doodle tunes^ 
because theltk are better adapted to the natural tastes of youth than 
the grand hymns and chorals of the church. Do not our people for- 
get the pro^r object of the Sabbath school when they yield to the 
temptation ? Suppose others have such books and find that the chil- 
dren like them < what of it? If the Sabbath school has no higher 
aim than to satisfy the cravings of the natural heart, it is a sheer hum- 
bag, with all its pious pretensions. It is the Lord's will that the chil- 
dren should be fed with the bread of life, even though they should 
rather crave cakes and candy during the hours devoted to religious in- 
struction. No doubt these would attract more to the Sabbath school 
than the most pleasing melodies. Bat what is the gain for the church 
when the songs are supplied which may be most pleasing ? The glo- 
rious hymns of Zion will have little attraction for those who have never 
learned to love anything of a higher order than the trashy rhymes aadL 
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tunes which are often sung in Sabbath schools, and instead of being 
prepared by what is learned in them to participate in the worship of 
God's house, they will either absent themselves from such worship as 
tedious, or will use their influence to substitute the same light stuff to 
which they are accustomed for the beautiful psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs of the sanctuary. 

" Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.*' If the Sabbath school, by a faithful use of 
the word of life, assists in doing this, the Lord will bless it for the 
edification of the church, and render it a powerful instrumentality for 
good. If it will not render service to this end, we know nothing to 
commend it. Let Lutheran Sabbath schools be conducted in the spirit 
of the Lutheran Church, and steadily pursue the end at which the 
church aims, then earnest church members will regard it a pleasure to 
labor for them and in them. 



OHUEOH EStIbLTSHMBNT VERSUS VOLUNTARYISM. 

We give some extracts from a pamphlet put into our hands by a brother, 
entitled '^ The Ecclesiastical and Social Evils of Scotland, and How to 
Remedy Them/' by Rev. James Begg, D. D. Though the questions handled 
are local, and belong to Scotland, the principles so clearly enunciated, are 
of general application. Discerning clearly the difference between an estab- 
lishment of the Christian religion on scriptural grounds, and those pampered 
outgrowths of Erastian germs called establishment in Britain, he shows satis- 
factorily that there is no logic in arguing from the latter to the former. In 
answering objections to his position, he proceeds to say : 

But, farther, some may be ready to say, " Disestablishment is now 
the order of the day, and everything is hurrying in that direction — it is 
a mere question of time when all the Establishments will be overthrown 
— and what is the use ot fighting for them, of even for the principle in- 
volved in them ?*' We have here a very current form of shallow talk, hat 
a great congeries of fallacies. The principle of church establishments, 
namely, the duty of all nations to serve and honor the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we believe to be eternal as the throne of God. No circumstan- 
ces can alter it, and it is worthy of notice that the experience of many 
of the best people of America has led them to the conclusion, that it 
world be of the utmost importance to have an open acknowledgment of 
the obligations of Christianity grafted upon the American constitution. 
A meeting of two hundred delegates was lately held at Philadelphia to 
promote this object. The universal supremacy of Christ over all men, 
and combinations of men, is clearly revealed in Scripture, and its ac- 
knowledgment will constitute the glory of the millennium. " The na- 
tion and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; those nations 
shall be utterly wasted.*' Neutrality is impossible. Nations that are 
not with Christ are against him. The grand principle of national reli- 
gion, therefore, never can be given up without sin, and it is the only 
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principle, moreover, in conformity with which nations may expect to 
prosper or upon which the right of the church, even to toleration and 
unfettered freedom of action within her own spiritual province can be 
apheld. It is a thorough mistake, moreover, to imagine that establish- 
ments are hastening to a close. This pretence springs from a combina- 
tion of weakness and Jesuitism. The real question raised at present 
under this pretence is as to the transferrence of the establishments from 
Frotestanism to popery. In proportion as Protestanism is being disen- 
dowed, popery is increasing and occupying the deserted place of influ- 
ence. The Church of England, besides, is one of the strongest institu- 
tions of the country. Though weakened by internal divisions, it will 
probably outlive all the existing generation of men at least, and so long 
as it stands, either the Church of Scotland will remain, or, if Presbyte- 
rians are tired of the victories secured by their heroic ancestors, a fierce 
struggle will probably begin on the part of the Church of England to 
resume its former position in Scotland. The bold claims, which some 
Scotch Episcopalian bishops even now set up, as the sole possessors of 
ecclesiastical and territorial rights within their so-called ^'dioceses,'* 
prove what we may expect if the Presbyterian Church is weak enough 
to abandon the old position which our ancestors secured at such an im- 
mense expenditure of toil and blood. Almost the only act of this ses- 
sion of Parliament in regard to Scotland is an act enforcing the observ- 
ance in our banks of Christmas and Good Friday, which our stern an- 
cestors abolished. ******** 

Foremost amongst our social problems is the question of education. 
The scheme of a general union of Presbyterians on the Reformation 
basis would lay the foundation for the extension of our old and time 
honored system of parochial instruction. If every parish were thor- 
oughly subdivided, and the school and church made to stand again in in- 
timate and permanent reltttions to each other, and all subjected to a 
wholesome popular control, our educational problem would be solved in 
the most satisfactory way, so far as common and Christian instruction 
are concerned. We might then be entirely saved from that shamefully 
degrading subjection to the Privy Council of England with which we 
are threatened, as if we were incapable of managing our own affairs, as 
(rell as to the still more degrading irreligious education, which never 
would have been proposed by our small knot of secularists but for our 
painful divisions, the miserable out-crop of Voluntaryism and the sad 
defection of Presbyterians. Coupled with this, a united Presbyterian- 
ism — if it could only be secured upon a right basis — might yet lead to a 
full carrying out in Scotland of the whole noble programme of John 
Knox, in regard to the higher education of the country — not only a 
grammar-school for every town, and a college in every notable town, 
but such a full provision for the advancement of youths of talent to 
9erve the church and commonwealth, as that the first step in an indefi- 
nite ladder of promotion might be found within reach of every poor 
man's son. All this could be accomplished by a well-arranged union 
foanded on thorough reform, and on the old well-tried principles. So 
far as we can see, it can be secured in no other way. 
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This is an aspect of the question which may well engage the atten- 
tion of all, and especially of our great proprietors and men of wealth. 
In so far as they are concerned, there will be nothing so expensive in 
the long run as the disorganised state of the country springing from 
the abandonment of the parochial system, whilst, on the other hand^ 
there would be nothing more economical and advantageous than a 
fully equipped and moderately endowed ecclesiastical establishment, 
on the basis advocated by Dr. Chalmers and our reformers. From 
the whole history of the world you cannot prove that unendowed 
churches have done much on a national scale in the way of detailed 
Christian effort amongst poor and rich alike, or in solving social prob* 
lems. On the other hand, the history of the Church of Scotland in 
its best days proves that there probably never was in the world such a 
cheap and eifectual social reformer as that church was, however little her 
services were acknowledged. Even in our own day, the ministers, hav- 
ing the great mass of the people with them, although very moderately en- 
dowed, accomplished much good. Apart from direct spiritual good, the 
collections at their church doors, with their own active and frugal man- 
agement, maintained all the poor, wherever the church was strong and 
co-extensive with the population. These poor alone, not to speak of other 
burdens, now cost three times as much as the whole ecclesiastical 
establishment did within our recollection. iThis is apart from all other 
taxes, and without the least hope of abating the evil. The parish 
ministers were formerly, by their great moral influence, the true and 
efficient police of the rural districts, and within our recollection rural 
policemen did not exist. The ministers also settled the local disputes, 
and to a large extent superseded the necessity for judges and lawyers. 
Christianity so worked was indeed *' the cheap defence of nations;" and 
it is too little condidered, when men speak about disendowment, that 
you must endow some classes of functionaries, and that the only ques- 
tion is, who are to be selected for this purpose, either on the ground of 
principle or economy. It is a historical fact that, by endowing the 
ministers and teachers in former times, you practically got rid of a 
number of other burdens which now press with crushing eifect on the 
community. Of late, the clamor has been in favor of disendowing 
churches, but at the same time in favor of endowing, at an enormous 
expense, beggars, thieves, and other classes of the community, by 
whose existence no permanent good is gained or evil prevented, but 
rather every species of evil, moral and physical, indefinitely increased. 
If the matter were gone about impartially, we could understand a sys- 
tem of universal disendowment. Why not disendow all the beggars 
and thieves, and leave all the swarms of government officials, and pub- 
lic functionaries also, to their own resources ? Why confine the theory 
to religion and ministers? The splendid manses built for the beggars 
and thieves are vastly more expensive than those erected for the clergy, 
and the lapsed classes have ever been found admirable hands at con- 
suming teiods, or their equivalents, exhausted and unexhausted. Why 
not try the administration of justice, as well as the support of religiot), 
upon the voluntary system ? Justice is not more important than re- 
ligion. The new plan would at least save money, and it would be in- 
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teresting to see how much justice the people were disposed to take, and 
what salaries they would be disposed to give to the sheriffs and judges 
for their decisions in the way of free-will offerings. The endless bur- 
dens that are now being heaped on. the community as the palpable re- 
sults of the new theory, and of a defective religious, social and moral 
state, are well fitted to make men pause in their downward career of 
mere experiment. VJhB,t is that miserable system of patronage worth, 
to which the landlords of Scotland have sacrificed so much ? Ttiey 
would do well to remember, whilst there is yet an opportunity of re- 
dressing the follies of the past, that ^^prevention is better than cure;" 
and that ^* godliness is profitable unto all things, having the promise 
of the life that now is, as well as of that which is to come." The 
thorough reform and extension of the church, and of our educational 
machinery on a right basis, ought therefore to engage the serious at- 
tention of intelligent Scotch reformers. There is not a moment to be 
lost. The church should be reformed and re-united if possible ; and 
coupled with this, there should be the introduction of an efiicient sys- 
tem of scriptural, scientific, and literary education, embracing the 
whole community, combining also our universities. There should be 
in all departments high class and properly remunerated teachers. Ev- 
erything inconsistent with this, or which would make this impossible, 
should in the meantime be firmly resisted. 



THE FLAINT OF A HIBI8T£B'S DOOB-BELK 

BY THEO. L. CUTLER. 

I AM that much used and long-suffering article, a minister's door-bell. 

As I have a very distinct voice, and often address the people within 

doors, let me say a gentle word or two to the multitude of ** outsiders." 

I have a few hints to give, and a word to the wise ought to be sufiicient. 

,(The trouble is that the wise are not as numerous as the otherwise.) 

My first hint is, don't call on my master in the morning^ unless it be 
on a matter of most vital importance, or in regard to somebody's spirit- 
ual welfare. The morning is a student's golden hour. My master is 
a student of God's word, and whoever robs him of his morning robs 
his congregation of the bread and the water of life. If you must come 
during his precious season of brain- work, pray be short ; and, when you 
are done, then (as Dr. Cox once phrased it) " make rectilineals " for 
the door. But how do you know but your five minutes' interruption 
has frightened away a whole flock of admirable thoughts which were 
just about alighting on his page ? You may have well-nigh spoiled a 
day's work. 

Just let mo tell you into what scrapes I got the good man yesterday. 
It was Tuesdaj/y which is always a minister's best day for study. He 
rests on Monday, and then lays the keel of his sermon on Tuesday 
morning ; for he don't believe in burning out his brains and heart over 
ft lamp on Saturday night. (None but fools or sluggards make sermons 
on Saturday nights.) Well, yesterday morning I had the St. Vitus' 
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dance. First came a book-agent. He said he must see the minister, 
because he '^ had a work to sell that no minister's library should be with- 
out." He pushed his way in, and pestered my master for half an hour, 
until the poor man bought the book, for the same reason that the girl 
married her importunate suitor — "just to get rid of him." Had I been 
the dominie 1 would have given him my boot instead of taking his book. 
After him came a big, burly brother from Nebraska, who said he was 
** bound to raise the money to pay off their church debt, and two hun- 
dred dollars more to top off their preacher's salary." I wanted to hint 
to him that he had better call on the secretary of the Church Erection 
Board about the one, and on the treasurer of the Board of Home Mis- 
sions about the other. In he went ; and as the door opened, I heard 
him shout out in genuine Western style : " Well, doctor, how are ye ? 
I am bound to call on all the ministers in town, and I thought I'd begin 
with you." The Nebraska brother sat in " executive session " with my 
long-suffering lord, and then came out with the frank apology, " I am 
sorry to take so much of your time." So was the minister. 

Now that honest stranger had a peifect right to raise the money for 
his prairie church ; but he ought to have gone right to the o£Scer of the 
church societies, whose business it is ta hear, and to answer such appli- 
cations. Every «^;^K-regulated city church takes up a large collection 
for the treasury of its church erection and home missionary boards ; and 
to that treasury the applicant should go, and not badger the over-worked 
pastor to make out a list of his parishioners to be called on for extra 
donations. 

After the exodus of the genial " son of the soil," there came up a 
slender, sharp-visaged lady, with a pair of gold " specs " over her hun- 
gry eyes, and a " ridicule " on her arm. She gave me a tweak, and 
then bolted in. It is hard work to refuse a woman ; and has been so 
ever since Adam said yes to Eve when he ought to have said no. So 
the minister blandly said, " What can I do for you^ madam ?" She told 
him that, like her Master, she was going about doing good. She was 
the first directress of the " Hospital for Total Incurables." After giv-^ 
ing several touching cases of hopeless efforts for helpless victims, she 
finally asked him if he could not prepare and deliver a gratuitous lecture 
for the benefit of the said hospital. She said that she had tried Mr. 

Beecher, and Mr. Gough, and Mr. Chapin, and Dr. A , and Mr. 

B ; and now she would try him. The poor man was tried with a 

vengeance. He rose presently and said : " Madam, I am holding 
meetings every night. I never lecture. Please accept these five dol- 
lars for your institution. Good morning !" As he bowed her out, I 
saw that his face was flushed, but just then a man came up with a bun- 
dle of papers, and said that he " only wanted the doctor to look over 
these testimonials, and to give him a letter of recommendation to the 
collector of the port.'* This was the drop too much. It was now twelve 
o'clock, and not a line on the sermon. My master (I am afraid) did not 
order his speech very delicately when he said : " Good friend, this is 
not the custom house !** and closed the door. The morning was gone. 
And with it the sermon. Next Sabbath I'll warrant you that some- 
body will come out of the church and mutter : " Well, the doctor 
wasn't $uite up to the mark this morning." 



The Burial of Moses. 17 

Now pray don't think my master is a churl. He is a kind, forbear- 
ing, hard- toiling servant of Christ. He only asks that, while he is 
doing his people's work ^ and preparing their discourse, he may not be 
plundered of his precious time. His congregation have their rights also ; 
and he will not consent to cheat them out of their gospel food. While 
he is absorbed in his studies, pray do not intrude with irrelevant mat- 
ters ; and, if you do come, be short. Give him his morning hours. He 
is seeking God's truth to save immortal souls. Is not that of more im- 
portance than listening to the tedious talk of importunate intruders ? 

But there is one class of visitors whom my master always welcomes, 
even in his busiest moments of study. He loves to see every man, wo- 
man, or child, rich or poor, who comes to him for spiritual counsel, for 
prayer, for help, or to help him do his Saviour's work. The other day, 
when the widow B came to tell him of her son's conversion, he fol- 
lowed her to the door; and, with tears in his eyes, he said: "God 

bless you, Mother B ! You have helped me make my sermon this 

morning." I have seen him close his books to go oflF with a poor child 
to the " Home for the Friendless." He is always ready to talk with 
people about their souls, or to do anything which belongs to him as a 
workman consecrated to his Master's work. For the sick, the sinning, 
the dying, the bereaved, he has an open ear and an open heart. But he 
is too busy to be bored with what does not belong to him. 

Remember that the owner of this house has not long to live. He has 
no time for trifles. The door is always open to the sad, the sorrowing, 
the seekers after Jesus. We minister's door bells are often pulled by 
trembling hands. But to the new-come youth, who is a stranger in this 
great city, to the needy, to the applicant for religious instruction, to the 
seeker for spiritual aid, this little door bell always whispers, " Come and 
welcome ! ' ' — Independent. 



THE BUEIAL OF MOSES, 

MissRS. Editors — I send you a copy ot the poem entitled " The Burial 
of Moses." If you have no objection, we would like to have you publish 
it in your magaziue. Probably there are many of your readers, who have 
never seen it, and I have no doubt it would be appreciated by them. I have 
very rarely seen it in print. J. 

"And h« buried him in a valley in the land of lloab, over against Bethpeor, bnfe no. mani knoweth ef hit 
Mpnlchre unto this day." Deut. 34 : 6. 

By Nebo's lonely mountain, on this side Jordan's wave, 
In a vale in tha land of Moab, there lies a lonely grave. 
And no man dug that sepulchre and no man saw it e'er, 
For tha angels of Qod upturned the sod, and laid the dead; maa there. 

That was the grandest fttleral that ever passed on earth ;; 

But no man heard the trampling, or saw the train go forth.. 

Noiselessly as the daylight comes when the night is done, 

And the crimson streak on ocean's cheek, grows into the great sun ; 

2 
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Noiselessly as the spring-time her crown of verdure weaves, 
And all the trees on all the hill'^ open their thousand leaves, 
So, without sound of music, or voice of them that wept, 
Silently down from the mountain crown the great procession swept. 

Perchance the hald old eagle, on gray Bethpeor's height, 

Out of his rocky eyry looked on the wondrous sight. 

Perchance the lion stalking, still shuns that hallowed spot. 

For beast and bird have seen and heard that which man knoweth not. 

But when the warrior dieth, his comrades in the war, 

With arms reversed and muffled drum, follow the funeral car ; 

They show the banners taken, they tell his battles won, 

And after him lead his masterless steed, while peals the minute gun. 

Amid the noble of the land, men lay the sai^e to rest. 

And give the bard an honored place, with costly marble dressed, 

In the great minster's transept, where lights like glories fall. 

And the sweet choir sings, and theorgan rings along the emblazoned wall 

This was the bravest warrior that ever buckled sword, 

This the most gifted poet that ever breathed a word, 

And never earth^s philosopher, traced, with his golden pen. 

On the deathless page, truths half so sage as he wrote down for men. 

And had he not high honor ? The hillside for his pall ; 

To lie in state while angels wait with stars for tapers tall ; 

And the dark riXik pines, like tossing plumes, o'er his bier to wave; 

And God s own hand, in that lonely land, to lay him in the grave ; 

In that deep grave, without a name, whence his uncoffined clay 
Shall break again — most wondrous thought — before the judgment day, 
And stand with glory wrapped around, on the hills he never trod. 
And speak of the strife that won our life, with the incarnate Son of God. 

O, lonely tomb in Moab's land ; O, dark Bethpeor's hill ; 
Speak to these curious hearts of ours, and teach them to be still ; 
God hath hid mysteries of grace, wa^'^s that we cannot tell. 
He hides them deep, like the secret sleep of him he loved so well. 



THE WEEK OF PRATER. 

TiiEfSB are the topics suggested by the Evangelical Alliance as suit- 
able for exhortation and prayer, on the successive days appointed for 
united prayer, during the week beginning the 7th January, 1872 : 

Sabbath^ Jan. 7 . — Skrmons : Subject — The faith once delivered to 
the saints, a universal and everlasting bond of union in the Christian 
church. The duty of its defence and extension binding on all be- 
lievers. 

Monday, Jan. 8, — THANKsaiyiNG : God's " unspeakable gift ;" for 
mercies, personal and relative ; for national mercies ; for the mainte- 
nance and restoration of peace, and for preservation from famine and 
other national calamities ; for mercies to the Christian church ; for 
the progress of Christ's kingdom and the usefulness of the Christian 
ministry. ^ 

Tuesday, Jan. 9. — Humiliation : For personal and national sins, 
weakness of faith, disobedience and worldliness in the church. Ac- 
knowledgments of divine judgments, confession of unfaithfulness, and 
prayer for the revival of religion as in past times* 
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Wednesday^ Jan. 10. — Prayer (intercessory) : For families ; for 
the sons and daughters of Christian parents at home and in other lands ; 
also for those at school, at colleges and universities ; and for all enter- 
ing upon commercial or professional duties ; for the increase of spirit- 
ual life in those who confess Christ ; for the conversion of the un- 
converted ; and for the sanctifying of affliction both to parents and 
children. 

Thursday^ Jan. 11. — Prayer (intercessory) : For kings arid all in 
authority; for nations, especially those recently visited with the |^ 
lamities of wir; for the prevalence of peace in the counsels of states- 
men ; for righteousness, harmony and goodwill among all classes ; for 
the spread of sound knowledge, and for God's blessing upon special 
efforts to resist the progress of infidelity, superstition, intemperance, 
and other kinds of immorality. 

Friday^ Jan. IZ. — Pkayer (intercessory) : For the Christian church; 
for bishops, presbyters, pastors and missionaries; for translators of 
the holy Scriptures into various tongues ; for office bearers, and for 
committees, societies, and authors engaged in Christian work. 

Saturday^ Jan 13. — Prayer: For a large outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit ; fur the incrjcase of Christian love and holy zeal, and the union 
of believers in prayer and effort for God's glory. 

Sabbath^ Jan. /-^.—Sermons: ''Thy kingdom come, thy will ha 
done, on earth as it is done in heaven.*' Matt. 6 : 10. 



MISSIONARY. 



THE OHUaOH IK THE WEST. 

Kansas. — Messrs. Editors — I feel under obligations to yield to many 
urgent requests, and by the use of your columns to state briefly what 
I think and know of Kansas, as a field for our church to occupy. I 
shall confine myself to the four localities where we have organized con- 
grogations- 

Olathe and Pleasant Ridge congregation is under the wise and devoted 
pastorate of Rev.^W.W. McMillin, is in Johnston Co., south of the Kan* 
gas Pacific R. R., and with a rail road running south through Olathe, the 
county seat, it is the most easterly as well as southerly congregation. It 
h by a very few years also the oldest of the organizations. It is the oldest 
cultivated region in this part of the church, and proves that the soil 
and climate improve vastly by cultivation. The country round about 
is not excelled by any in the extent of our church, so far as I am able 
to judge, and Covenanters seem to have been unusually judicious for 
them, in selecting the very best of the land. Such corn and castor> 
beans and potatoes and peaches, I never saw anywhere else in my life, 
also melons and grapes of the finest quality. 

There is a splendid church edifice in Olathe, and the congregation 
will compare favorably with any country congregation in the church iu 
proportion to its size. The Pleasant Ridge branch have a fine capar 
cious church edifice erected and nearly finished. Bro. McMillin tealdfi^ 
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in their midst, and the farming region in the vicinity of the church 
(which is five miles east from Olathe) is of the very best quality. 

Coal can be had for fuel at a reasonable rate. Lumber is shipped 
from Chicago by rail. There are springs of water and fine wells, and 
limestone rock of fine quality. It is in short little inferior in any re- 
spects to the finest portions of the church's territory. The difiiculty in 
regard to church site is, I hope, satisfactorily adjusted, and the church 
has much to hope for in this border of Zion. 

Winchester is about sixty miles west of north from Olathe, it is 
abllt twenty miles due west of Leavenworth, on the line of the Kansad 
Central R. R., which is under contract for completion by the 1st of 
Aug. 1872. It is very little inferior to Ola1;he in any respect; the 
soil is the very best limestone loam. The church edifice is large and 
well finished, the congregation numbers about one hundred, and is 
intelligent and liberal; and the pastor's zeal and success in building 
up the cause here, can hardly be over estimated ; he is likely to reap at 
last a reward for his sacrifices and labor, in enjoying one of the finest 
locations in the church, and one of the most prosperous congregations. 

There are members here from almost all parts of the church, and 
their experience unites with their judgment in pronouncing the soil 
remarkably rich and fertile, and the climate healthful and pleasant. 
This congregation is the first on this side of the Missouri that has ta- 
ken the covenant and sworn the oath of fealty to our King and Sover- 
eign; the occasion was one of great and solemn interest. 

North Eden is nearly 20 miles due west of Winchester, Jackson Co., 
and also on the line of the Kansas Central R. R., and is a newer region of 
country, more rolling, with more water and timber ; the soil is probably a 
little lighter than in Olathe or Winchester, but still a very rich limestone 
loam, with splendid stone quarries and abundance of water. The con- 
gregation is united and prosperous, and the prospect is flattering. Land 
ranges from $20 to $50 per acre in Olathe, from $15 to $40 in Win- 
chester, and from $8 to $30 in Jackson Co. Very desirable improved 
farms can be had here from $20 to $30 per acre. 

Clay Co., is, as I have intimated in another article, some 90 miles 
further west on the line of the K. C. R. R., and is the only place 
within the bounds of the church where land can be obtained under 
the Homestead Act. Land may be purchased from 5 to 20 dollars 
per acre. The liability to drought is greater as you go west from 
the Missouri river, and the soil is lighter, but in any of these organ- 
izations there may be enjoyed all that can be desired of cheap lands 
and regnlar ordinances. 

J. S. T. MiLLIGAN. 
KoKTH Eden, Nov. 29, 1871. 



rOBEIOn MISSIOKS. 

We print below a deeply interesting letter from Miss Crawford. Her ac- 
count of the hardships and sufferings of the Nusariyeh girls is most touching 
and shows what remarkable influence the gospel is having among them. It is 
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difficult to withhold the exclamation, Behold what God hath wrought. The 
true martyr spirit comes out in the steadfastness and devotion of these chil- 
dren to Christ, and in the inexpressible longing of their yearning souls after 
it larger measure of acquaintance with the true way of life. Will not our 
Christian women feel that in the facts mentioned here, there is a special call to 
them to put forth their efforts in the interest of the girls and women of the 
Fellahin. The opening of a boarding school in B'hamra, in the mountains, 
would greatly facilitate the work among these poor and wretched people,|||^d 
their families could be much more easily reached than by taking their chil- 
dren to Latikajeh. If our Christian women and girls in congregations would 
organize their efforts, as is done in Pittsburgh, Kochester, Elkhorn and other 
places, this result would be accomplished. Let us at any rate, as Miss Craw- 
ford asks, pray for these precious children, that they may be enabled to hold 
fast their confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

Latakiyeh, September 29th, 1871. 

Rev. S. 0. Wylim, Dear Brother: — As the time has drawn near for 
the reopening of our school, we have felt very anxious in reference to 
the retnrn of the Fellahin girls. The pressure of want, which had 
been made the means in the hands of Providence of their coming last 
year had been removed, and word came to us that they would not be 
allowed to return ; so we concluded to try what my bodily presence would 
effect among them. 

Katrina, the Urfoli one of my assistants, was very anxious to ac- 
company me, and Mr. Beattie's daughter, Lizzie, also desired to go, 
as she had never visited the mountains since their return from the 
States. The doctor sent out to hire an animal for me, and one for the two 
girls, who were to ride in boxes made to hang on each side of the horse 
or mule. 

After making an agreement and giving a pledge they refused to go. 
A persuasion that they would lose the pledge given brought them to 
their senses, and the hour was set for starting. When it came round, 
no animals were on hand. Another hunt had to be gone through, and 
an hour and a half was wasted before they reached the house. 

When animals are hired in this country the owner goes along to look 
after them, for they are accustomed to being led. My bridle having 
been stolen, we started, I led by a lad and the girls by the owner of the 
animals. The doctor and Mr. Beattie rode their own animals, be- 
ing obliged to keep them on account of these vexations. When the 
man got out of town well on our way, he told the boy to give me the 
end of the rope by which he was leading the horse, and coolly proposed 
to mount the boy on the back of the mule between the two girls, and 
return himself to town. These boxes swung over the back of an ani- 
mal, require a man to walk alongside to keep them balanced, and 
from being knocked over in going up and down hill, and through brush 
or in passing another load. An appeal to his pocket again with 
other arguments used by the doctor compelled him to proceed. All 
these annoyances detained us so that it was one o'clock at night be- 
fore we reached B'hamra. 



22 Foreign Missions. 

Next morning Mr. Beattie and the doctor started to visit some of the 
other villages. The girls who had been to school, as soon as they heard 
we were there, flocked in to see U8. I spent the day in hearing their ex- 
periences during the time we had been separated, and in visiting their 
homes — if one dare call such habitations by so dear a name. 

We found much to sadden, and yet much to encourage in what w© 
saw and heard. The persecutions which they had undergone grieved 
OTurhearts, while the firmness with which they held on their way glad- 
dflpd us exceedingly. 

Of four girls living in B'hamra and one in Hakoon Al Jose, a vil- 
lage about twenty minutes away from B*hamra, we had most inter- 
esting accounts. Though beaten, cursed and kicked for it, they kept 
up regularly prayer morning and evening, as well as asking a bless- 
ing at meals. When they attempted to meet for prayer and ringing 
the psalms they had learned, or to attend the Sabbath service 
kept up regularly by our teacher, they were followed, dispersed and 
abused. 

One, named Mari, attending prayer was reported to her father* 
On her return she was whipped, and was told that she should have 
nothing to eat that day. Growing hungry, she knelt down and asked 
God to send her something to eat. Having to go out in the road af- 
terwards, she found a piece of bread. Eating it, she returned to the 
house and told her friends she had asked God for bread and he had 
given it to her. Every ingenuity their friends could devise was used 
to make them curse and swear, lie and steal. The friends of the 
little girl in Hakoon Al Jose, after exhausting their own efforts to 
make her swear, asked three Turkish soldiers, who had come to gather 
the tithes, to take her in hand. A more wicked and brutal set than 
these soldiers are, could scarcely be found. They are the terror of 
every sect. These shut her in a room without food a whole day, 
beating her at intervals. Not succeeding with this, they pointed a gun 
at her breast and swore they would shoot, if she did not say what 
they told her to instantly. She told them to fire if they wished, but 
she would not commit the sin of using such language. Finding she 
would not, they at last released her. 

Some of the men got a few of the girls together, and, pouring on 
them, and daubing them with the vilest filth they could find, said that 
was our baptism and they would do it and save us the trouble. 

The second morning of our visit. Dr. Metheny started ofi" early to at- 
tend to the missionary business in another village, and Mr. Beattie 
commenced to use his influence on the parents, especially on the father 
of Mari, who had refused to allow her to return. During his absence 
one of the girls named Hosie came into the yard and sat down on 
the stairs ; she said she had just run over from her uncle, who was going 
to take her back into the mountains and sell her. Her father is dead, 
and her mother wished her to return to school. A mother among the 
Fellahin has no control over a child. After the father's death her re- 
lations take his property, and the girls are reckoned in with the horses 
and cows. 

While down in the kitchen preparing some tea, an aunt of the 
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girl came in and ordered her to come along. She refused and caught 
hold of the rail of the stairs. The aurt caught her foot and dragged 
her with such force that the rail gave way, and down she pulled her to 
the foot of the stone stairs. Again she laid hold of the rail, and was 
siezed bj the neck and an attempt made to choke her. I sprang out 
and made her let her go. Off she started and brought all the male re- 
lations she could muster. We set off to find Mr. Beattie, but he was 
not to be seen. They beat her with a stick, struck her in the mogth 
with their fists until the blood spirted out, wrenched and twisted ^fj^ 
arms, and again dragged her to the foot of the stairs by the feet, and 
I powerless to interfere. She persisted through all in her refusal to 
go with them. They then turned to me, saying it was my fault, for 
she would have wanted to go if she had not seen me. 

At last her mother came in, and whispered to her to go, and she 
would help her off afterwards, for they would kill her if she would not. 
On this assurance she left. I do not wonder Mr. Lyde went crazy, 
if he had to witness many such scenes, and with no power to pro- 
tect. Another little girl, who had been in school, and was anxious to 
return, was beaten and threatened by her father that he would kill her 
if she said she desired to go. When Mr. Beattie asked him to let her 
go, he said she did not want to; to ask her. He asksd her if she did 
not Want to go, and she shook her head, not daring to say her wish. 
She begged to be allowed to bid me good bye, he took her promise 
that she would not run off, knowing she would keep it. She came and 
hung around my neck, crying and sobbing. It was so hard to leave 
her behind. Her soul seemed to loathe the life she knew she would 
have to lead among her friends. She is now ill with fever. 

After hard work on Mr. Beattie's part, ten girls were gathered togeth- 
er, animals procured and off we started. We had not gone far when 
the friends of two repented and took them from us. This put the 
rest in mortal terror, and they begged us to run the horses, and get 
oat of the way. We reached the mission house at midnight with the 
remaining eight, the muleteers again having to have force used to keep 
them up to their duty. 

None of these girls are over thirteen years of age, yet by the grace of 
Jesus Christ they have been kept firm through all their persecutions. 
Pray that they may continue firm unto the end, and receive the crown 
of life. Yours in Jesus, Beccib Crawford. 



The letter printed below is the latest intelligence from the Mis&ion. It 
will be a surprise, no doubt, to the church, as it has been to the missionaries 
themselves, that such unexpected opportunities have been opened up before 
them in the providence of the Redeemer. It seems that the work is en- 
larged this year, not only beyond all previous years, but beyond their own 
most sanguine anticipations. While receiving these tidings with joy and 
thankfulness to the G-od, who has answered the prayers of his people in 
crowning the labor of the missionaries with such measure of success, it is not 
without some apprehensions that the progress of the work may be checked 
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from want of funds to keep pace with its demands. Mr. Beattie's letter 
speaks for itself, and his appeal to the Board can he of avail only in so far as it 
is heard and responded to by the peoplle. The enlargement of opportunity 
in Syria calls for and requires enlargement in the sympathy, prayers and ben- 
efactions of the church at home. Just at this time, when the congregations 
are making their annual contributions for the Foreign Missions, we earnestiy 
compiend to attention the statements in Mr. Beattie's letter. 

• Latakiyeh, Nov. 16, 1871. 

Y Dear Brother — Our hearts are cheered with the thought that 
our newly appointed fellow-laborers are, probably, before this time ott 
their long voyage for Syria. May He who controls the elements atr 
tend them with propitious winds, causing a pleasant voyage and &n 
early arrival in Latakiyeh. No doubt their outfit, passage and salary 
have drawn largely on the treasury, leaving little, iiP any, funds at pres- 
ent for other uses. However this may be, the wants of the Mission 
must be made known. The unforeseen enlargement of our work this 
year, on all previous years, increasing our expenses and calling for 
additional outlays, compel* us, in view of near and prospective need, to 
turn to the sources of our pecuniary supplies. 

We have here in the boarding school at Latakiyeh, this winter, eat- 
ing and drinking, and with two or tSjthe exceptions, being clothe^ at 
the Mission expense, some twenty-eight persons ; besides a boarding 
school in B'hamra, conducted on a somewhat simpler and cheaper plan, 
and designed to accommodate, when arrangements are completed, from 
fifteen to twenty pupils, the coming winter ; which, in all, will make 
an aggregate of nearly fifty persons dependent for their entire support 
on the Mission purse. This, as you will perceive, is quite in excess of 
anything hitherto attempted, and, as I mentioned a little before, equally 
unforeseen. Some of the Fellahin girl boarders, when they returned 
to their homes in summer, had no idea of getting back; J)ut contrary 
to expectations, their return, with one exception, has been effected, 
with others from other places, swelling the number to nearly twenty. 
The character of the work in B'hamra seemed to require that the school 
in that place should be a boarding school. Among the twenty-eight 
enumerated above, is a class of three, studying theology. This, too, 
is a surprise, as I was not expecting, when I wrote in summer, any but 
Yusef in this department. We cannot pretend to predict results, but 
the three young men now under our care give encouragement to hope 
that labor and expense bestowed on them will not be misspent. 

We shall have our communion Sabbath after next — the fourth Sab 
bath of November. The prospect of increase is encouraging, especial- 
ly from the boarding school. Several girls (Ansariyeh) have applied 
for baptism and admission to the church. The doctor and I met by ap 
pointment, a few days ago, to examine them, and the result provec 
generally satisfactory. Keep your hands uplifted on our behalf, anc 
delay not, we entreat you, on receipt of this, to forward us pecuniary 
help. 

With salutations to all the members of the Board, I remain, mos 
aSectionately, in the gospel, J. Beattie. 
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BEW OBGANIZATIONS, 

Clay County, Kansas. — The committee of Kansas Presbytery? 
consisting of elders J. M. Law and W. B. Whitaker, and myself, ap- 
pointed to attend to the organization of a congregation in Clay Co., 
met for that purpose at Beatty's school house, on the 9th inst., and 
on that and the following day, having adjudicated some cases of dij^ 
pline, effected an organization of 82 members, two elders, Med^Pp 
W. B. Whitaker and Wilson Rodgers, and one deacon, William Law. 
Two other elders and another deacon were elected, but being absent, 
the matter of their acceptance, &c., was left with session. There are 
in this congregation, which will be called the Republican City and 
Eagle Bend congregation, two societies ; one located near Republican 
City post-office, and the other near Eagle Bend post-office, some ten 
miles distant. It is hoped that each will be able, before many years, 
to maintain a separate organization. There is a large amount of un- 
occupied land in each vicinity, some of which belongs yet to the Gov- 
ernment, and can be homesteaded or pre-empted by citizens of the United 
States. The land is of very fairjniality, and seems specially adapted 
to wheat. There were also so4^HpaIly splendid crops of corn raised 
here this season. This affords W^en the poorest of the membership 
of the church the prospect, and I might say the certainty, of very 
comfortable homes within the bounds of the church. 

Rev. S. M. Stevenson is there at present, by the appointment of the 
Central Board, and is laboring with a great deal of acceptance, and 
designs to permanently locate. He gave tis counsel as a consultative 
member of the commission, and we united with them in a very pleasant, 
and we hope profitable, sacramental communion on the following Sab- 
bath. Two more were added to the congregation through the session, 
niaking 34 members. 

The present circumstances of the members will render it necessary 
for the board to be liberal toward this new and Itontier organization, 
but we feel confident it will not be in vain in the Lord. Brother Ste- 
venson will cheerfully afford information to those writing to him, at 
Republican City, Clay Co., Kansas. 

North Cbdar, Nov. 27, 1871. J. S. T. MiLLIQAN. 



Second Congregation, Boston. — A commission of the New York 
Presbytery, consisting of J. C. K. Milligan and William Graham, min- 
isters, and John Kennedy and David Torrens, elders, met in Hanover 
street, Boston, on Tuesday, Nov. 21, 1871, at 7J P. M., to attend to 
certain cases of discipline, and organize a new congregation. All the 
parties concerned readily submitted to the censures adjudged by the 
commission, and were restored to privileges ; certificates were received, 
and the number of members seeking an organization was ascertained to 
be thirty-one. An election was held, which resulted in the unanimous 
choice of two elders, and two deacons ; both the elders and one of the 
deacons had been previously ordained. On the following evening, 
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Nov. 22, after sermon by the moderator, from Rev. 1 : 12, 13, the 
other deacon was ordained, the officers were installed, and charges 
given respectively to the officers and people, thus completing the organ- 
ization of the congregation. 

Organized in an important centre of influence, with a wide field in 
the north side of the city, with an earnest and united band of mem- 
bers who have " a mind to work,*' and with a pastor after God's heart, 
whom we trust ho will give them in due time, in answer to their 
iJH^ers, there is good reason to believe that the congregation will grow 
Sro flourish, and the covenanted cause be greatly strengthened by their 
eff'orts. 

The First congregation has made goodly progress in our modern 
Athens, having in a few years grown from the little handful which 
welcomed their pastor, until now it is "become two bands.*\ Though 
reduced in number by this organization, it will doubtless soon fill up 
the gap and gather new strength by calling oijt undeveloped talent and 
energy, and by the increase of effort and liberality to which the mem- 
bers will be incited by aa honorable emulation of the spirit shown in 
this direction by the new congregation. 

The representatives of both organizations manifested the spirit of 
conciliation and the determination j|fe^Lally to adopt the wise counsel 
of Abram to Lot: " Let there be WtfP^^^^y ^ P^^7 ^^^^) between me 
and thee; for we be brethren.*' AfWFnow, with the "earnest endeavor 
to keep the unity of the spirit in th^bond of peace," and with unselfish 
and earnest co-operation in the great work of saving souls and dissem- 
inating our distinctive principles, they will both gain permanent and 
enlarged prosperity, and will demonstrate, on a larger scale than here- 
tofore, that Reformation principles are as suitable for the East as for 
the West, and that our church extension is not to be wholly toward the 
setting sun. 

The importance of Boston as a great city and the metropolis of Nftw 
England, gives these congregations a prominence, and claims from us 
a deep interest in thMr welfare and prosperity. May they ever remain 
golden candlesticks m the hand of our King, holding forth by a living 
ministry the light of the glorious gospel of the Son of God. 

J. C. K. MiLLIGAN. 



OALL FOE A OOHVEUTION TO AMEUD THE OONSTITUTIOISr, 

We publish below the Call/or a National Convention^ to meet in Thorns' 
Sail, Cincinnati, Jan. 31st, 1872. It is signed by a number of persons of 
prominence and influence in the country. Others, perhaps equally promi- 
nent, approve of the movement, and have consented to have their names added 
to those already published. The call, with a full list of signatures, will be 
issued in January. 

We need not say, that every proper effort made to secure a distinct recog- 
nition of Christianity in the constitution of this land, meets our .hearty ap- 
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ptoval. Those of our readers who can, will, we hope, encourage the present 
movement with their presence at the convention to be held on the 31st. 

Reduction of fare for delegates to the convention has been secured on the 
Pan Handle, the Marietta & Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton, Cincinnati & 
Indianapolis Junction, and the Indianapolis, Peru & Chicago rail roads. 
Over the first named road, round-trip tickets will be issued at excursion rates 
on orders, which #ill be sent, on application, to any delegate by D. Chestnut, 
Esq., 335 Liberty Street, Pittsburgh, Pa. On the other roads delegates ||||k 
be returued free, on certificate given at the ijonvention. Doubtless a recWIP 
tion of fare will be secured on other roads, and due notice will be given, 

GrOVERNMBNT is instituted for man as an intellectual, social, and 
moral and religious being. It corresponds to his whole nature. It is 
intended to protect and advance the higher as well as the lower inter- 
ests of humanity. Jt acts for its legitimate purposes when it watches 
over domestic life, and asserts and enforces the sanctity of the marriage 
bond; when it watches over intellect and education, and furnishes 
means for developing all the faculties of the mind ; when it frowns on 
prot'aneness, lewdness, the desecration of the Sabbath, and other crimes 
which injure society chiefly b^Makening moral and religious senti- 
ment, and degrading the chariflFof a people. 

Acting for such purposes, g^roninent should be established on mo- 
ral principles. Moral principles of conduct are determined by moral 
relations. I he relations of a nation to God and his moral laws are 
clear a^d definite: 1. A nation is a creature of God, 2, It is clothed 
with authority derived from God. ^ 3. It ^ under the dominion of Je- 
sus Christ, the appointed Ruler of nations. 4. It is subject to the 
Bible, the special revelation of moral law. In constituting and 
administering its government, then, a nation is under obligations to 
acknowledge God as the author of its existence and the source of its 
atithority, Jesus Christ as its ruler, and the Bible as the fountain of 
its laws and the supreme rule of its conduct. 

Up to the time of the adoption of the NftioAal Constitution, ac- 
knowledgments of this kind were made by all the States. They are 
yet made by many of the States. And in the actual administration 
af the national government the principle is admitted. But the funda- 
mental law of the nation, the constitution of the United States, on 
which our government rests, and according to which it is to be admin- 
istered, fails to make, fully and explicitly, any such acknowledgment. 
Inis failure has fostered among us mischievous ideas like the follow- 
ing : The nation, as such, has no relations to God ; its authority has 
no higher source than the will of the people ; government is instituted 
only for the lower wants of man ; the state goes beyond its sphere 
wlen it educates religiously, or legislates against profanity or Sabbath 
desecration. 

The National Association, which has been formed for the purpose of 
securing such an amendment to the constitution as will remedy this 
great defect, and indicate that this is a Christian nation, and place all 
Christian, laws, institutions, and usages in our government on an un^ 
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deniable legal basis in the fundamental law of the nation, invites all 
American citizens who favor such an amendment, without distinction 
of party or creed, to meet in Thoms* Hall, Cincinnati, January 81., 
1872, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

William Strong, U. 8. Supreme Courts 

President of the National Aasociatioiu 



# 



CHURCH NEWS. 



Thb congregation of Syracuse covenanted on the 19th of Novem- 
ber. 

Calls have been moderated in Old Bethel and Churchill congrega- 
tions in favor of S. J. Crowe, and in Southfield congregation in favor 

of J. R. Hill. 

• 

The congregation of York, Rochester Presbytery, expects to wor- 
ship in the new church building some time this month. 

Rev. Thomas Hannay, D. D., has changed from the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Presbytery of ]Pittsburgh,^g|the Presbytery of Stamford, 
United Presbyterian Church. — Evo^Kf Repository, 

The Second Thursday of January is the day appointed by Synod as 
a day of fasting. For cause, see Minutes, p. 244. 

A RESPONSIBLE Correspondent, under his own signature, Sends a 
communication, objecting to^he wdjr in which the "singular case," 
referred to in the minutes of the New York Presbytery, published last 
month, was" presented, as doing injustice to the person most interested, 
and containing a detailed account of the case. To give the communi- 
cation a place in our columns would only occasion a controversy pi 
interest to but a few, and which certainly would intensify the existing 
state of feeling. The acknowledgment of the communication will an- 
swer the purpose intended, and neutralize any wrong impression whifch. 
of course unintentionally, may have been made. 

Rev. S. R. Galbraith and wife, and Miss M. E. Dodds, left Liver- 
pool, Nov. 25th, by the steamer Hecla, for Alexandria, Egypt. Rev 
James Martin, A. M., M. D., M. Ch., missionary from the Reformec 
Presbyterian Synod, Ireland, an account of whose ordination appearec 
in the December number of the Oovenanter^ Belfast, was expected i\ 
follow in about ten weeks. 

It was one thoughtful friend, a member of Brooklyn congregatioi 
if we are correctly informed, who made the present of a Singer sew 
ing machine to each of the lady missionaries before they set sail. Th( 
many acts of kindness performed by members in different parts of th' 
church, to the missionaries while arranging to leave, afford the bes 
evidence of the interest felt by all in the Foreign Mission. 

In a business letter, received a short time ago from one who is con 

rersant with the mission operations of the church and deeply inter 

68 ted in tbeir eucoeas, occurred the following; ^^TVi^^^o^Y^rnxxa^^Ytke 
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gi?e more or quit praying for its (the mission's) success." How many 
1]| people ever think, that every answer to prayer is a call for increased 
Kberality ? 

The members of Synod recollect the liberal offer made at the last 
meeting on behalf of Mr. Kelly, of Wilkinsburg, of a valuable lot for 
the Seminary building, in case it is erected in that village. 

We have now a second offer, though of a somewhat different character. 
A member of the church authorizes us to make for him the following 
proposal. If responded to, as it can be, all the money needed to 
efficiency and success to the Seminary, will be provided. 

He agrees, First : To be one of twenty who will give one thousan 
dollars each, .---.- $20,000 

Second : In addition, to be one of one hundred who will give 
two hundred dollars each, - - . - 20,000 

His ^ife offers to bei qpepf fifty women who will give one 
bandred dollars each for the Library, th^ money to be expended 
for books, under the direction of the ^ofessors, - 5,000 

$45,000 
NeithOT of tKlb first two proposals is in any way to interfere with 
the congregations' efforts to raise the twenty thousand dollars, pro- 
vided by Synod> resolution, bfttite be ah additional forty thousand for 
" the same general purpcse, or as supplement to it. 

Who will respond? We will be glad to receive names. , 

I Messrs. Editors — Your "Church' News" column gives evidence that the 
good work of renewing our covenants with God and with one another, makes 
good process. But what about the Meflorial E^nd ? Tke magazine does not 
show that a single dollar has been secured for this object, except the $50.00 
from Elkhorn. Where are those weighty committees, composed of nineteen 
members, appointed by Synod to secure this fund ? If they have done any- 
tluog, or said anything, or written anything on the subject, we have no evi- 
dence of it in this quarter. Have they not allowed the golden opportunity 
to pa&s — the time of covenanting in the various congregations ? Do they 
expect that the mere ^^Tie/l " of their published names is sufficient to do the 
vork ? Is it wise to appoint nineteen men to do what one man could do twenty 
times better ? I hear that some congregations have done nobly, but I did 
sot hear that the committee had anything to do with it. Perhaps it is only 
my ignorance. I know that aome pastors are very naturally trusting the 
matter to this triple committee. The twenty thousand dollars will be easily 
raised, if a proper effort is made. 

Yours sincerely, J. C. Smith. 

We have tried to find out the amount of money subscribed by the 
different congregations, with the intention of publishing it, but have 
irith two or three exceptions failed. Some, we know, have done well, 
others as yet have not taken any action. A few contributions have 
ilready been acknowledged ; see cover of November and December 
munbers. 

In regard to the committees^ we can give some information. The one 
for Rochester, New York and Philadelphia Presbyteries, S. Bowden, 
chairman, held a meeting sometime ago in New York^ added to their 
numbers Drs. Wylie and Stevenson, of Philadelphia, WiA.'^*TS^*'^^«t^ 
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of New York, and arranged for holding another meeting in the same 
place in the beginning of the New Tear. The committee for Pitts- 
burgh, Lakes and Ohio Presbyteries, A. M. Milligan, chairman, has 
not met. Some of the members, living in the neigbborhood of Pitts- 
burgh, however, early in the fail concluded among themselves, that, as 
a meeting of the entire committee was, perhaps, impossible, the best 
way to accomplish the object intended in their appointment, would be 
to write to the pastors of congregations before the observance of the 
^^rament of the supper, and urge them to bring the matter before 
^^■people. They also agreed, when opportunity would offer, assist- 
^Ig at communions or any other suitable time, themselves, to present 
the claims of the Seminary. In this way the matter has been brought 
to the attention of a number of congregations. Of the proceedings of 
the third committee, J. M'Cracken, chairman, we know nothing. 






OBrrUART. 



Mary Taylor Blair was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, ia 
179B, removed with her parents, when quite young, to Westmoreland county, 
in the same State, was married in 1821, and died in McKeesport Jaly 20th, 
1871. She connected herself first with tjfB Associate Reformed Church, but 
in 1829 lifted her certificate and joined the Eeformed Presbyterian. She then 
became a member of the Thompson Run Society a branch of the congrega- 
tion of which Rev. Mr. Gill was pastor, and afterwards of the Long Run So- 
ciety, a branch of Mouongahela congregation, then under the pastoral care of 
Rev. J Orozier; with it she continue<^onnected until her death. 

Mrs. Blair was an earnest Ohristian, a sincere Covenanter, believing the 
principles and never entertaining a d^ubt in regard to their ultimate triumph, 
and a firm friend of the congregation of which she was a member. On her 
death-bed she gave most satisfactory evidence of an interest in Christ TwD 
things, however, weighed greatly on her mind and occasioned at times con- 
siderable anxiety. The firet was the condition of the congregation. The 
transfer of the late pastor to another field of labor was f trongly opposed by 
her, and after it took place, the consequences she greatly feared. Happily 
her fears were not to be realized. For although she did not live to see it, 
yet the congregation succeeded in soon obtaining another pastor, under whose 
administration it enjoys great prosperity. The second was the fact that some 
of her family had not connected themselves with the church. Among her 
last utterances wrs expressed the hope, that soon all would be brought into 
the church, and was offered the prayer that God would in his own way bring 
this about. That mother's prayer for the prosperity of the congregation was 
soon answered, may we not hope that the pra^^er for the prosperity of her 
family will, too, soon be answered ? Mrs. Blair was the mother of eleven 
children, six of whom are still living. Com. 



Died, near Alexandria, Pa., May 10th, 1871, Clara, daughter of Robert 
and Mary Patterson. The deceased up to the 'time of the sickness which 
terminated in her death, had been blessed with excellent health. When 
prostrated by disease, it was hoped that her vigorous constitution would suc- 
cessfully resist the attack. But God, in his inscrutable providence, had 
ordered it otherwise. Gently, calmly, in the possession of strong faith, she 
*^ fell in sleep.'' Clara, although young in yearS; had made great advances in 
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the work of sanctification. Through a long sickness, and exposed to suffer- 
ing, she never murmured or repined. She was indeed a marvel of patience. 
Tbat one so young, with such bright prospects before her, should be so calm 
and patient, was a cause of wonder to all who visited her. The death-bed 
scene and parting from friends will be long remembered by those who wit- 
nessed h, Thi^ affliction was a terrible blow to parents and friends, but they 
rejoice in the assurance that the departed one is ^' with Christ, which is far 
better." T. A. S. 

Died, near May Hill, Ohio, May 11th, 1871, Sarah Thompson, in the 
65th year of her age. The deceased was the wife of John M. Thompsc 
died in the service of his country, 1862, at Pittsburgh Landing, Tenn. 
Thompson was of Covenanter ancestry. She joined the church at 
Greek, under the care of Eev. R. Hutcheson, 1842. She remained to the 
lasst firm in the faith of the Covenanter Church. Her life was one of suffer- 
ing, but the disease that terminated her earthly existence, was cancer of the 
breast, of eighteen months standing. She was enabled to endure with much 
patience ; she seemed to think, till within a few days of her death, that she 
would get well, but as her end drew near, she was told by her physician that 
she could not live ; she exclaimed, God's will be done. To each one that 
talked to her, she gave evidence that her peace was made with God many 
jears before. She called her children and bade them farewell, and told them 
to remember what she had taught them, und meet her in heaven ; and passed 
away as calm as if going to sleep. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 
To her children I would say, remember your dying mother's words, as she 
told you of that Saviour and God who would take care of you, ere she closed 

her lips forever in death. Com. 

Died, near Alexandria, Pa., May 23d, 1871, Maggie E., wife of Jno. M. 
£lder, in the 34th year of her age. Deceased was a member of the Keformed 
Presbyterian congrogation of New Alexandria. She made a public prolession 
of her faith early in life, and gave efidence of her sincerity by a consistent 
christian walk. Of a very amiable disposition, she had endeared herself to all 
with whom she had intercourse. From early youth she d^ily read a portion of 
the word cf God. To this she referred on her death bed, saj^ng, " I leave my 
djing testimony to the importance of reading the Bible." And again, "Oh, 
it is those precious promises which I laid up in health that are my comfort 
on this bed of death." Her sickness was long and exceedingly painful. At 
times, for a day or two, the hopes of friends would be revived, but they were 
^n blighted, as the disease returned with greater severity. Amid all her 
. trials she was calm and collected. True, the enemv made some fierce attacks, 
bat through faith in Christ she was enabled to repel them. Did space permit, 
the writer would like to record many of the wonderful expressions of faith and 
oonfidence that fell from the lips of the departed one. About a year before 
her death, in conversation with her husband, she said '^ If it is the will of the 
Lord, I desire to be taken first." When death seemed inevitable, she became se- 
rene and happy. Jo her physician she said, " Don't think to alarm me by tell- 
ing me the worst. If it is the Lord's will to take me, I am satisfied." To her 
pa*«ior sbesaid, *' Oh, is it possible that it is I who am saved ; yes, but it is I, 
washed, cleansed, sanctified;" and again, " It is a hard struggle to give up my 
husband and children, but I have committed them to a care of a covenant 
God." The last scripture she quoted was, " There remaineth a rest for the 
people of God," adding " That rest will besweet to me." Surely such a death 
13 calculated to make grief-stricken friends rejoice even while they weep. 

T. A S. 

Other Obituaries crowded ont will appear next month. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 



From Anson D. P. Randolph & Co., 770 Broadway, New York. 

Modern Skepticism : A Course of Lectures delivered at the request of the Chris- 
tian Evidence Society. 

The object of this society, as we learn from an explanatory paper, 
is to furnish, by argument, an antidote to the scepticism and unbelief 
that is speaking out so boldly against the fundamental doctrines of the 
flkdstian faith. For this end able and evangelical ministers were em- 
J^Ved by the society to deliver a series of lectures on the several arti- 
Cres of faith that were opposed. The lectures are eleven in number, 
with an explanatory paper at the close. 

We heartily commend this work to those who are in any danger of 
having their faith shaken in the truths defended. The enemies of divine 
revelation are fairly met, and vanquished on their own chosen field of 
conflict. This book will, we doubt not, command a ready sale and 
many readers. 

From Robert Carter & Brothers, 630 Broadway. For sale by R. 
S. Davis & Co., Liberty street, Pittsburgh. 

Gut Dalksford ; or, Wreath of Smoke. By A. L. O. E. 

To-DAY AND Yesterday ; or, The Two Holidays. By Emma Marshall. 

These booke are part of the " Fireside Library." A ha6ty glance 
at them satisfies us that they will be interesting and useful to our 
young readers. They will be good New Tear's gifts to be presented 
by parents and friends to children. 

Robert Carter & Brother's catalogue of new books, containing 
names and priceSj is ready for distribution. The publications of this 
firm are of such a character that we have no hesitation in recommend- 
ing them. To Sabbath school superintendents and others desiring to 
obtain good standard works, we would advise to send on for a catalogue 

We received, some time ago, and intended, if space. had admitted, to 
notice more at length, a pamphlet entitled " The Union Question. Re- 
port of the Speeches of the Rev. William Milroy, of Penpont, and the 
Rev. Thomas Easton, of Stranraer, delivered in the Reformed Presby- 
terian Synod in Glasgow, on the 9th of May, 1871." 

We acknowledge the receipt of '' An Address before the Students of 
the Pardee Scientific Department in Lafayette College, by Ashbel 
Welch, C. E., delivered at the opening of the college year, August 
81, 1871," and several documents relating to the same college. 

No one of our exchanges do we appreciate more highly than 
the Christian Intelligencer^ published in New York in the interest 
of the Reformed Church. In its present form, and under its pres- 
ent management, it is even more acceptable than before. We are 
glad to see the evidence of its prosperity in its improved appearance. 

We receive regularly and peruse with interestthe McKeesport Par- 
agon^ published weekly in McKeesport Pa. We are glad to see that the 
editors have so controlled circumstances that they are able now to go 
on with the publication of their paper. We hope they will succeed in 
tl^eir undertaking. 



CHURCH EXTENSION. 

July 29. Jonathan Creek congregation $ 11 0(> 

Sept. 26. 2d New York cong., by Francis Walker 829 64 

** 28. Stirling cong. by John Hunter 20 15 

Oct. 11. New Alexandria, by Rev. Dr. Sproull 18 60 

" " Ist New York cong., by James Spence 90 00 

" «< Ist Newburgh cong, by J. W. M'Cullough 42 70 

" 20. York cong., by Rev. S. Bowden *87 85 

" 80. St. Louis cong, by Rev. J. M'Cracken ,. 20 00 

" " Southfield cong., by W. J. Greer 12 26 

Nov. 6. BortoD cong., by Rev. William Oraham 20 15 

" 7. Washington, Iowa cong., by F. Nicholson 4 22 

" 24. 8d Philadelphia cong., by William McHatton 28 24 

Deo. 1. Kossath cong., by William O. Jamison 7 00 

Walter T. Millbb, Treaa, 
P. O. Box 668, N. Y. 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

CTTRBBNT EXPENSES. 

Nov. 17. Middle Wheeling cong., per A. M. Orr $ 8 00 

" <' Sandy Branch, Salem cong., per Rev. A. J. M'Farland, 9 25 

" " Warsaw " ** " " »* 6 80 

'* 21. Neilsburg Branch, Oil Creek cong., per Rev. D. Reed.. 10 26 

" " Oil Creek " •• " " " 6 80 

" 22. Mrs. Bernison, Beaver, per Prof. Sproull "5 00 

" 24, Lind Grove cong., per Rev. C. D. Trumbull 26 00 
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FAULTS TO BE OOBSBOTBD. 

Faults, I mean, that have insensibly crept into our mode of waiting 
«pon the Bervices of the sanctuary. And by ^^ oar " I do not mean 
OoTenanters alone, for I believe that others need improvement as well 
as ourselves. 

1. There is too much apparent nonchalanee^ almost irrevereneej in 
mir entrance into the place of worship. No intelligent worshipper is in 
danger of supposing that the walls, pulpit and pews are aacred, but 
avoiding this error, have we not veered somewhat to thie opposite ex- 
treme 7 Surely, we ought to have an abiding sense of the majesty 
and holiness of the Mighty God to whose worship the house is devoted, 
and not forget that we enter into the presence of the heart-searching 
Jehovah. We, sinners and vile in ourselves, ought to enter upon his 
worship with manifest humility and reverence. The custom, which 
tome have, of bowing the head and praying silently for a few mo- 
ments when they enter the pew, is a suitable outward indication of the 
feeling that ought to fill the soul of every worshipper. But observe 
tke people as they enter the church and take their seats. Is serious- 
ness depicted upon their faces ? Would we, by their countenance and 
deportment, be assured that they felt conscious that they were about 
to commune with tho Great and Holy God, who is the gracious and 
loving Saviour ? In too many instances we must answer these queries 
in the negative. I do most earnestly desire that all who read these 
fees would not gaze around on next Sabbath to see how others appear, 
but would bring their own thoughts, feelings and conduct into accord- 
ance with the place and its duties. Let us all remember that ''The 
IjORD is in this plaoe," and that through these services, on which we 
now enter, sinners may be regenerated and saints edified. If our 
liMurts are filled with faith, love, reverence and hope, we will have 
little eaose to complain of our eyes, hands and feet. 

2. There is a want of earnestness and zest in the service of song. 
In fact, I might say, that, in many cases, there is real listlessness in 
this part of divine service. It is in this part of worship in which the 

oongrc^ation formally may and ought to join, and in this aspect 

8 
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it is most interesting and ought to be the most inspiriting. Besides, 
this part of our worship is most akin to the adoration of heaven. The 
redeemed and angelic hosts of heaven neither listen to preaching nor 
do they pray ;] but they sing the song of Moses, and the song of the 
Lamb. Sometimes a whole line is sung before the people join with 
the leader. If this arises from not knowing what tune is to be used, 
it ought to be remedied by always singing the same tune to any given 
portion of a psalm. But I am persuaded that it. arises mainly from 
a want of heart-felt interest in the duty ; it is a bad habit into which we 
have fallen, and which ought to be speedily corrected. We should all 
be so filled with earnest desire to praise God in song, that we should be 
ready to join in the first note. Some there are who never join in this 
part of divine worship. Some, I know, cannot sing, but they are 
comparatively few. And I have observed some joining in an under- 
tone, who yet do not know one musical note from another. We need 
to be convinced that we should make conscience of learning to sing, 
80 that we can sing in the spirit and with the understanding, without 
jarring and harsh sounds. It is not a very great matter, but surely 
none ought to disturb the close of this part of the worship by those 
sharp tones that arise from the tossing of the books into the racks, or 
dropping them upon the uncushioned seats. 

3. There is a lack of devout attention during prayer. The theory 
of public prayer is that one is the mouth of all in addressing God ; 
that all are really praying, while only one is uttering words. In order 
that all shall be engaged in this service two things are necessary : the 
one who utters the petitions must express the wishes and wants of the 
people, and the people must have their minds and hearts engaged in 
the duty. We may presume that, if the mind and heart are really 
occupied, the whole carriage of the body and its members will accord* 
If the mind of the hearer is really absorbed by what the preacher ie 
uttering, the movements and slight noises that occur will not move the 
head or distract the attention. The eye will not roam over the as- 
sembly to see who is present or to note any slight disturbance. I am 
persuaded that we ought, at least, to be as attentive to the prayer as 
to the preaching. But is this the fact ? When the church door opens 
during the prayer, how many turn to see who has entered, and, if the 
person goes forward to the pew, how many eyes follow him or her ! 
Some take this part of the service to go out, or to take the children 
out. This is necessary at times, but only then is it suitable. Some- 
times, even yet, the prayer may bo so unmeditated, so inappropriate, 
and so insufferably long, as that we can expect nothing else but inat- 
tention and restlessness. But this occurs very rarely, and can, by np, 
means account for the evident listiessness of so many in this part of 
divine service. Let every one who means to pray, shov^ that he is en- 
caged in the duty by close attention. If we are earnestly asking God 
m our own hearts for an answer to the petition which has just been 
uttered, we will not be gazing about or noting what some restless boy 
or careless young man is doing. There is one fault in connection with 
this, that can most readily be corrected. Invariably, as soon as the 
people judge that the last sentence has been reached, they begin to 
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move. One alters his position, another begins to gather up the d^ess, 
or make some preliminary to sitting down. Now, this is most sense- 
less and annoying, nay, I think, it is most irreverent. I have some- 
times observed this in Synod ; elders and ministers guilty in this 
matter. Sometimes the concluding words of the prayer are drawn out 
.mere than had been anticipated, and we have a second edition of the 
rustling sounds. At times "amen" is spoken without any premon- 
itory phrases, and then we escape this unseemly noise. Let every one 
remain motionless until the prayer is fully ended, and thus the evil is 
at once cured. Think of this next Sabbath-day, and do not move 
until you hear the "amen," and note how much more decorous the 
closiiig of the prayer will be. 

4. Many seem to have no sense of decorum during the lifting of the 
collection. This is as really a part of the public worship of God as the 
preaching and praying are. It is the only part of worship in which 
we practically acknowledge that our earthly possessions are the Lord's ; 
that we are but stewards ; that we have received all from the Lord, 
and that it is all his own. It is not, as so many seem to think, a kind 
of begging, or a convenient mode of increasing church funds. Now, 
if it be a part of the worship, surely it ought to be done solemnly. 
Yet, what do we see? Hats are taken up and smoothed; overcoats are 
put on ; umbrellas, if required, are got in readiness ; overshoes and 
furs are donned ; children are put in order for moving out at the earli- 
est moment; some are whispering; all, it would seem, judge that 
divine worship is ended, for you will see sedate, godly men and women 
engaged in these things. I was much pleased with the words of a 
Baptist D. D., at the closing of a Sabbath school convention. After 
the contribution had been taken, he said, " I regard the lifting of the 
collection as an act of divine worship ; hence, while it is in progress, I 
never utter a word." 

6. The worshippers are not reverent during the pronouncing of the 
benediction. A few words in reference to this, and I have done. Manj 
seem to regard this as a mere and meaningless form of dismissing the 
assembly. It is not the prayer of the pastor or the preacher that 
blessings may descend upon the congregation ; but it is the solemn, 
official pronouncing of the blessing of Grod upon the people. The 
liberty, taken by many, of altering the precise words of the benedic- 
tion, is utterly unwarrantable. Such persons seem to think that the 
floly Spirit's utterance needs to be improved. Moses had no right to 
change the words of the benediction recorded Num. 6 : 23-26 ; and 
if we use the benediction at all, let u»not give occasion to irreverence 
by presuming to add to the words recorded in 2 Cor. 13 : 14. Surely 
all will see the impropriety of continuing and completing the arrange- 
ments for leaving the church, to which 1 have referred. 

Some may say " these are little things, why notice them at all." 
In the sense intended there are no little things in the worship of 
God. Doubtless, they are practiced by many, because they have 
never thought whether they were right or wrong. For such, all that 
is needed is a word to the wise ; others will need an increase of piety. 
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LORD'S SUPPEE TO BE EATEH OHLT OITOE A TEAE.* 

Thb tendency, by still more frequently celebrating it, to destroy the 
former glory connected with the solemn preparation for and observance 
of the Lord's sapper which. of old gave a fame to the communions of a 
handful of Covenanters, which attracted in crowds the whole country, 
so as to necessitate their being held in the open air, has constrained me, 
even, to venture, through the propitiation of my blessed Redeemer, 
whose honor I seek, to put my unconsecrated hands to this solemn sub- 
ject. I say venture, for, for me to enter, even though I do so through the 
atoning Lamb, into the sacred precints of his holy tabernacle and 
to take issue against so many commentators and writers, many both 
now and formerly, is surely a venture. 

I. There is no passage in the New Testament from which it can be 
inferred that the Lord's supper is intended to be eaten more than once 
a year. 

The first from which it is assumed that the euoharist was eaten by 
the apostolic church more than once a year, is found in Acts 2 : 46, 
** breaking bread from house to house." 

If this passage proves anything about it, it proves that it should be 
eaten daily at homey which is too much for any, except, perhaps, the 
society of Friends. " The best authorities are now in favor of ex- 
plaining it {xar* oexou) to mean in the house or at home^ as distinguished 
from the foregoing phrase, in the temple,** Alexander^ The phrase 
" is repeatedly used by the Greek writers for home, or at home (see 
margin) ; for though they had all things in common, each person lived 
at his own table. * Breaking bread is used to express the act of taking 
their meals.' " Dr. Adam Clarke. 

The same author says, the Syrian makes the bread spoken of in verse 
42 refer to " the holy eucharist,'*! think that the presence of the article, 
^' the bread,** indicates this; because the usual construction is to omit the 
article, unless the word with the same signification has been named be- 
fore in the same connection, or refers to something definite which is 
otherwise well-known, and then to use it always afterwards. See Dr. 
Crosby's Gram., §479. A good example, because it appears in our 
English, just as in the Greek, is in Mark 6 : 38, where loaves is used 
without the definite article, and then with it twice in verse 41 and once 
in verse 44, and in 52, all referring to the same bread with which the 
miracle was wrought. Many other examples might be given. Now, 
if the reference is to the well-knottm ordinance of the Lord's supper 
in verse 46, or, indeed, to the same thing as in verse 42, 
in either case why is the article not in the Greek? There is 
only one passage in the received text where the Lord's supper is 

* Our own \iew8 on tbi? subject are beet expressed in tbe words cf <*Tbe Directory 
for the public worship of God." "The communion, or supper of the Lord, is 
frequently to be celebrated ; but how often, may be considered and determined by 
the minister and other church governors of each coDgregation, as they shall find 
most convenient for the comfort and edification of the people committed to their 
charge." Eds. 
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mentioned by the phrase, breaking bread without the article. It is in 
Acts 20: 11, and it reads, not *' had broken bread," but "had broken 
the bread" in the best MSS. Therefore, it would appear that the 
Lord's supper is spoken of in verse 42, and the oommon food in verse 
46, and, consequently, this affords no authority for daily dispensations 
of the Lord's supper ; and in. verse 42 there is nothing said from which 
anything concerning its frequency can be inferred. 

The next passage is found in 1 Cor. 11 : 20. " When ye come to- 
gether into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper." ** The 
Greek words [inl to abrb) do not necessarily signify iw^o ow^joZace. 
They may be translated /or the Bame thing.'' Mathew Poole. Wljich 
ever one of these interpretations is adopted, it surely is forcing it to 
make it teach that the Corinthian church never assembled, except to 
eat the Lord's supper. But, if Mr. Poole's is adopted, it plainly means, 
when ye come together for the purpose ye do not eat the Lord's supper^ 
which I fear might still be said of many whose intentions are good 
enough. But it is noteworthy how few of those who say this passage 
warrants weekly communions follow its example. It would seem that 
they don't take i)\Q pattern shown in the mount as their guide. 

Another passage, on which an argument is sometimes founded, is the 
words, as often as, in 1 Cor. 11:25, 26. There are other Greek 
phrases which might have been used if its divine author had so wilted, 
which necessarily mean as often as in the sense of frequent repetition 
in a short space of time ; but the word so rendered here i^oadxci;) is 
not one of them. It is used only one other place in the New Testa- 
ment, Reir. 11 : 6; and, as the power of the two witnesses spoken of 
there is destructive, it may not be presumed from their character, which 
like that of all other saints, could not differ much from that of Him 
who is long-suffering, slow to wrath, and of great mercy, that they 
irovXdL very frequently desire to use this power. Indeed, I do not think 
that any violence would be done to the sense in the passage by reading 
it " when they will." Therefore, if any argument at all can be founded 
on the passage, it is that long intervals separate the recurrence of the 
events spoken of. I do not claim any such argument from it, but 
that the phrase is perfectly consistent referring to an event recurring 
only as often as once a year, or even once in a century for that matter. 
Neither these nor any other passages of the New Testament give 
directions how frequently the Lord's supper is to be eaten. But it 
does not, therefore, follow that we have no means of knowing how 
frequently it is our duty to celebrate it. To leave us without these 
would be unlike our God, who has provided everything, even to the 
hooks and pins of his tabernacle. This very silence, for we are to 
learn from what is not said as well as from what is said, would seem t 
indicate that some of the " scriptures aforetime written for our learn- 
ing" is intended to regulate this. Let us not, therefore, err, being ig- 
norant of the Scriptures and of the character of God, but let us see if 
th^re is not a like ordinance from which we may infer a sure rule on 
the subject. 
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11. The nature of the Lord's sapper requires that it be eaten once, 
and only once a year. 



THE FA8S0YSR. 

And this day shall be unto you for a 
memorial. Exodus 12 : 14. 

Remember this day in whicli ye came 
out from Egypt. Exodus 18 : 8. 

That thou may est rememh'sr the d^y 
'when thou earnest forth out of the land of 
Egypt, all the days of thy life. Deut. 
16:8. 



THE lord's sirrFER. 

This is my body which is given foryou : 
this do in rememhraiiee of me. Luke 
19:20. 

This do in rememhranee of me. * » • 
This do ye, as ofi^n as ye drink it, in re- 
memhranee of me. For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, yo do show 
{eelehrate) the Lord's death till he come. 
IGor. 11:24,26. 



From the above passages it will appear that both the passover and 
the Lord's supper are memorial ordinances, Conf. 29 : 1, 2, keep- 
ing in remembrance events of which this is, what the other was, a 
type, as I believe all agree. The things in which they differ, moreover, 
are only circumstantial, while they agree in everything essential, so 
that nothing can be predicated of the utility in the church of the one, 
which cannot also be predicated of the other. "The sacraments of 
the Old Testament, in regard of their spiritual things thereby signified 
and exhibited, were for substance, the same with those of the New 
Testament." Conf. 27 : 6. These things being so, do the same 
laws, at least in spirit, and modified to suit our dispensation, not still 
regulate them ? For example, what could we have more satisfactory 
as our authority for infant baptism than the fact that the church, one 
in all ages, in another dispensation by God's appointment circumcised 
infants,which required the faith of which it was the seal, like baptism 
now, as the condition of its application, which surely made it liable to 
all the objections now urged against infant baptism ? 

Does not the often asserted ThU u an ordinance for ever have a 
signification when applied, as it is, to this memorial of Christ's death, 
instituted by himself in Egypt, and when applied to the other per- 
petual seal of the righteousness of faith given to Abraham, as well as 
when applied to the seating of the seed on David's throne ? 

The Lord's supper, therefore, being a memorial ordinance, requires 
that it be eaten once and only once a year. This follows by analogy 
from God's appointment regarding the passover, as well as from the 
universal consent of all mankind regarding memorials of all kinds. 
The anniversary seems always to have been adopted as the best adapted 
to keep in memory either an event or a person. Oftener would de- 
prive it of its interest, and seldomer would endanger its being forgotten. 
I appeal to the experience of whoever may read this, if this is not so 
of the Lord's supper ; that when it is eaten every week nobody who 
is not a communicant thinks worth while to remain as a witness of the 
showing forth. They say they eat the Lord's supper, but is it the 
Lord's supper ? No. The l^ord's supper is a sacred thing, but this is 
common. 

Let those who fear God and desire to glorify him consider this sub- 
ject, and join with me in the attempt, in God's great name, to bring 
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back the church to the good old practice, in order to bring about more 
effectuallj what God said to the Redeemer : 

Thy name rememb ered I will make throngh ages all to be ; 
The people, thereforei evermore shall praises give to thee. 

Let US i^raiae him because (1) he has provided the suffering Lamb 
bj nrhom to deliver us out of Egypt. (2) He has never suffered this 
great atonement to be forgotten, and (•S'i it shall never be forgotten. 

S. 



DIVINE OS HlIlilAN PSALMODT-¥HIOfl ? 

It is a fact verified in numerous instances that the scriptare psalms 
tad human hymns cannot long be used in common, in the praise of God, 
ly any worshipping community. They will adhere to the one and drop 
the other. This was well understood by those who wished to supersede 
the psalms by hymns. Get ia a hymn once^a day and their entire use 
to the exclusion of the psalms was sure in due time to follow. 

Were we to inquire why this is so, the solution would be found in 
the entire dissimilarity of the two systems of praise. Take for in- 
stance the Hymnal of the Presbyterian Church, and compare it with thti^ 
Psalms of David, and in regard to their matter it would be difficult to 
find two productions more unlike. 

That the Psalms of David are fit to be sung, and should be sung, is 
generally admitted ; indeed, it is substantially asserted by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. In a report adopted by the As- 
sembly of 1871 (Minutes, pp. 625, 526), on the subject of a new book 
of praise, we find it recommended that ^' the psalms be embraced in the 
proposed publication." This, as we learn, from the connection means 
all ^' the psalms found in the Scriptures." It is a grave question 
whether it is right for the church to use as a system of praise a collec- 
tion that contains not a hymn which bears the slightest resemblance to 
some of the longest of the psalms of David. And perhaps this is one 
reason for the singular and suggestive statement in the report referred 
to above, that '^ not one book now in use commends itself to the church 
at large as entirely satisfactory.** No wonder. If a collection that con- 
tains such psalms as the 37th, 69th, 78th, 105th, 106th, 109th, and 
numerous others, didactic, historical and denunciatory, is fit to be sung 
and should be sung, can this be said of a collection that excludes such 
altogether ? We see a great want of consistency in the church that 
makes the declaration given above, and yet has a system of authorized 
praise that so materially differs from the Book of Psalms thus recom- 
mended. 

In may be said, and perhaps will be said, that the hymns are intended 
to supplement the Book of Psalms. Those who conceive such an 
apology for hymns should weigh it well before they utter it. Is it so 
that the Spirit of God has provided for us a system of praise, and yet 
left it so imperfect that the defect must be made up by imperfect men ? 
It requires some hardihood to make this assertion ; and certainly it ia 
one that does not display due reverence for the divine author of the 
psalms. 
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But perhaps it is intended to make up from the psalms of Scripture, 
what is lacking in the human book. On this principle the Hymnal 
seems to have been constructed. In the first part several of the psalms 
are arranged for chanting. Throughout the book there are moderately 
literal versifications of others, and a few are taken from the authorized 
version. But we fail to find among these any of the psalmsipeferred to 
above, or anything like them in the hymns that are based on other por- 
tions of Scripture. The introduction of these into the proposed publi- 
cation will be something new in hymnology. 

The Book of Psalms has not even been used as a model by those who 
undertook to supply the church with a system of praise. Dr. Watts did 
call one of his performances «n imitation of the Psalms of David. This 
title seems to have been given for the same reason that led the tyro 
painter to put under what he intended as likenesses of a horse and of a 
man, the words, this is a horse and this is a man. Certainly without 
some such information, no one would ever have suspected that Watts 
was an imitator of David. ^ 

Assuming, what should not be denied, that the Holy Ghost has pro- 
vided the church, in the Book of Psalms, with a perfect system of praise, 
qan any collection, come from where it may, that differs from this, be 
llllowed to supersede it 7 Our assumption may be rejected, but the 
conclusion is irresistible. However, those who accept the substitute may 
justify or excuse their cl^oice, those who believe the assumption are 
shut up to reject all other systems of praiso. 

To attempt to supersede what is the perfect work of God by the im- 
perfect production of men is not only folly ; it is sin. When we speak 
of the perfection of the inspired system of psalmody, we include the va- 
riety of matter, as a leading idea. Not one psalm could be omitted from 
the collection without impairing the integrity and value of the whole. 
Every psalm has its place and use assigned it by its infinitely Wise au- 
thor, who knew the vast variety of the conditions, trials and experiences 
of the worshippers, and who has graciously supplied them with songs 
adapted to promote their spiritual enjoyment and at the same time to 
display the divine glory. 

Might not some one possessed of poetic talent, take the Book of 
Psalms for a model, and for variety's sake furnish the church with an- 
other similar collection ? This has never been attempted, and there is 
no need of it. It is well that the taste of poets has kept them from 
imitating the denunciatory psalms. No man is competent to write a 
hymn after the model of the 109th psalm. The judgments of God can 
be denounced only by God himself, and his people can sing of them 
only when they use the words that he has put into their lips. The man 
who would compose a song denouncing divine wrath on his fellow men, 
would be giving expression to his own feelings of resentment and re- 
venge, and those who should sing it in the worship of God, would offer 
strange fire on his altar. Knowing that in singing the inspired songs 
we are singing what the Spirit of God has prepared for us, we can sing 
those that contain threatenings and denunciations, with the kindest feel- 
ings towards our enemies, and the most earnest desires for their welfare. 
We can sing them ^' with the spirit and with the understanding also/' 
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Thetaste that would spurn these psalms is the fruit of a vicious sentimen- 
talism that is working vast evil in our social life. Affecting a benevo- 
lence of whieh the Bible knows nothing, it stretches out its arms to en- 
fold and embrace all of every shade of faith, character and conduct. To 
it the man who rejects the Bible is just as good as the man who be- 
lieves and Mves up to it. It shudders at the penalty of the law, and 
looks on vice rather as a misfortune than as a crime. It not only de- 
nies to human law the right to punish for crime, but it would, if it 
could, wrest the rod of iron from the hand of the Most High and leave 
him powerless to vindicate the honor of his throne. It would travesty 
the Lord's prayer, teaching that when we say " Thy will be done," we 
mean only the will of God to reward and bless, not to restrain and punish. 
It is to this depraved taste that we owe all the efforts that are now made 
to do away with all penalties of law, and break down the distinction be- 
tween right and wrong. By leaving the judgments of God out of the mat- 
ter of the praise offered to him, he is defrauded of the glory of his moral 
attributes, bis holiness and justice. In this way false views of the di- 
vine character are fostered, and the sound doctrines of an orthodox 
creed are neutralized in their effects on the understanding, by thenega- 
tive character of the songs that are substituted in his worship for those - 
prepared by himself. "* 

The movement by the Assembly of the re-united church to adopt a 
new collection of sacred songs which shall contain the psalms of Scrip- 
ture, is a favorable indication. It is a tentative process, the result of 
which cannot be foreseen. Of one thing, however, we have no doubt, 
that until the taste that is satisfied with the hymns now in use, is changed, 
that part of the proposed publication that contains the psalms of Scrip- 
ture will be a sealed book. Should, however, their presence in the col- 
lection beget a liking for them, and this feeling be cultivated and in- 
crease, they may ere long take the place for which they are intended and 
fitted, in the devotional services of the church to the entire displacement 
of everything else. *'No,man having drunk old wine, straightway de- 
sireth the new, for he saith, the old is better." T. S. 
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THE ORIGIH OP THE PEESENT DITISIOH OP OUfi S0EIPTUEE8. 

BY REV. J. B. BITTIKOEB, B. B. 

Thb origin of the present division of the Scriptures into chapters 
aad verses will help us better to understand the object of such divisious, 
as well as to appreciate their uses. A book naturally divides itself into 
parts according to its^topios; and when, as in the case of the Bible, a 
book is used for the purposes of worship, these divisions will be de- 
termined by the nature of the worship, and by the times and places of 
its celebration. Under the influences of such principles, the Law of 
Moses was early divided into fifty-four parahioth or sections, to adapt 
it to the number of Sabbaths in the Jewish intercalary year ; these 
larger divisions again were sub-divided for the convenience of the dif. 
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ferent readers in the synagogue. These latter divisions were of two 
kinds — the larger, called petuchothy or open, corresponding to our 
chapter ; the shorter, called Batumothy or shut, analogous to our para- 
graphs, and generally corresponding with them. In our Hebrew Bibles 
tnese latter divisions are noted respectively by the initial letters |>€ 
and samekf and when one of these lesser divisions coincMed with a 
Sabbath lesson, it was marked with three pes, or three sameks. The 
Prophets were also divided to correspond with the Sabbath divisions, 
but less uniformly. But, as Prof. Plumptre says : *' Of the traditional 
divisions of the Hebrew Bible, that which has exercised most influence 
in the received arrangement of the text, was the sub-division of the 
larger sections into verses (^ pesukim')." This appears to have been 
done in the ninth century, and the knowledge of it came to European 
scholars and editors at the revival of H-ebrew studies. In the Hebrew 
MSS. this mark was a large colon (:) at the end of each verse, and 
known to every tyro in Hebrew as sophpassuk. The Hebrew numerals, 
which were letters, marked then, as now, only every fifth verse ; a 
notation used in Coverdale's Bible, as also in other books printed in 
that age. The concordance of Rabbi Nathan about 1450 was the first 
book framed on the theory of designating each verse by a numeral. 
" It was, however, not till the thirteenth century, when the develop- 
ment of theology as a science, and the more frequent use of the Scrip- 
tures as a text-book, led to the general adoption of a more systematic 
division. Cardinal Hugo's concordance, about 1240, probably brought 
his capitular divisions, and the marginal notation by the letters of the 
alphabet into general use. Our present arrangement, so far as the 
Old Testament is concerned, grew out of Hugo's capitular divisions, 
and the Masoretic verses. Hugo's capitular division appeared in the 
early editions of the Yulig^ate, and was transferred to the English Bible 
by Coverdalc, in 1535, and so became universal. The Masoretic verse 
divisions were so much more convenient than the marginal letters. A, 
B, C, D, which Hugo had employed, that they naturally followed 
the capitula into the New Testament. As early as 1528, Pagninus 
adopted in his Latin version the numbering of each verse throughout 
the verses of the Old and New Testaments — conforming the verses of 
the New Testament to the Masoretic divisions of the Old. It is to be 
regretted that his versicular divisions did not become the accepted ones. 
Pagninus had based his verse divisions of the New Testament upon the 
sophpassuk of the Hebrew Bible, but as this division had not the same 
authority in the New Testament which it had in the Old, it did not 
determine the future verse division of the New Testament. The 
Stephens, father and son, were so active as editors and printers, that 
their system carried the day — a victory to be lamented. The soph 
passuk which Pagninus had substantially transferred to his edition of 
the New Testament, had almost always marked a complete sense. It 
made the New Testament verses of the same length as those of the 
Old Testament, and, being longer than those of Stephens, they were 
po much better. The versos of Stephens, as may be verified, often 
break up an idea into two or three fragments ; e. g.^ Luke 1 : 1-4 ; 
Rom. 8:38,39; 14:16,17; 16:15,16; 1 Cor. 13:4, 7; 15 : 13, 
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14; 16,17; 42-44; 51, 62, and many others. These are not ex- 
ceptional cases, discovered by patient search or envious investigation, 
bot are samples of the rule. Nor will any one be surprised at such 
a result, if he considers the circumstances under which Robert 
Stephens made our present verse divisions. His son Henry gives the 
following account of the origin cf this division : " His father," says he, 
"finding the books of the New Testament already divided into chapters 
(tmexnata or sections,) i, e. cuts, proceeded further to sub-divide them 
into verses." He did not like the name versiculi^ but would have pre- 
ferred tmematia or sectiunculse — little cuts or cutlets, and this whit- 
tling of the Word he did inter equitandum, that is to say, jogging on 
horseback, "from Paris to Lyons." No wonder the text is so mangled. 
Thii! was in 1551 ; but let it be borne in mind that, thus far, the verse 
divisions were always designated on the margin of the page, and 
though Stephens and his horse were great offenders, their offencelwas 
Blight compared with that of W. Whittingham, the putative author of 
the Genevan New Testament. Stephens erred in a too minute dis- 
section, but his divisions, being noted along the margin of the page, 
readily guided the eye of the reader, without marring the body of the 
matter ; but the translation of the Genevan Testament was the first 
that broke up the body of truth into unseemly fragments, laying each 
trembling piece by itself. Yet, of this breaking up into verses the 
translator, in his address to the reader, complacently remarks: 
"Furthermore, that the reader might be by all means profited, I 
have divided the text into verses and sections." This separation into 
verses appeared fir«t in the Genevan New Testament of 1557, then 
"in the Genevan Bible of 1560. Thence it was transferred to the 
Bishop's Bible of 1568, and the authorized version of 1611." We shall 
see that it is this ^' dividing into versef) " that constitutes the gravamen 
of the charge against our common English Bible. Every convenience 
sought or desired to be secured, by the versicular division, is secured 
by the marginal notation, and every advantage claimed for the verse 
division, when the verses are printed in an isolated manner, is converted 
into a blind and a hindrance. By beginning each verse with a capital 
letter, it in effect makes the verse an epigram in form, and a dictum in 
force. Setting each verse by itself, it makes paragraphs in seeming 
and not in sense, thus placing before the reader a fragment of an idea, 
incident or argument, as though it were a whole. The proof of this 
assertion is found in every parable of our blessed Master ; in every 
argument of Paul ; and in every narrative and narration of the synop- 
tics, and of John. Take that sublime epitome of Christ's atoning 
life as recorded and versified in Phil. 2 : 5-10, and compare it with the 
division of the Christian's high aim in chapter 4 : S, of the same 
epistle, and see how the sense of the former halts. The same remark 
applies to the Christian parodoxes, 2 Cor. 4 : 8-10 and 6 : 1-10, and 
the bead- roil of Paul's sufferings in the 11th chapter, from the 22d to 
the 27th verse. 

This mode of division puts up a barrier where the sense and senti- 
ment demand free course. It arrays before the eye competing and 
conflicting systems of punctuation, the logical and illogical, giving the 
place of honor to the illogical. 
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From this history of the origin of our present mode of dividing the 
text of Scripture, it is clear that it grew out of liturgical necessities* 
The convenience of the readers in the synagogue was consulted. The 
reading public did not exist, and consequently its interests were not 
oonsidered uor consulted. Now, all the people read, and all should be 
encouraged and assisted in reading God's Word. With one exception, 
these divisions were all made in the interest of scholars, and that one 
(the marking of divisions in the body of the page) is no advantage to 
the scholar, while it is a most serious hindrance to the common reader, 
in whose supposed interest it was first made. Worship, convenience, 
and controversy may be said to render these liturgical, scholastic and 
polemic divisions a necessity, but as for printing them in the frag- 
mentary form in which they are usually printed, there can, absolutely, 
not a single argument be advanced. The larJguage of Kitto's Cyclo' 
pedif seems severe, but the severity is all in its truth, when it says : 
*' This wild and undigested system of breaking up the text, into what 
appears to the eye of the learned and the mind of the unlearned as ao 
many detached sentences, has had a deleterious effect upon the sense 
of Scripture." Under the article "Bible" in Smith's Dictionary of 
the Bible, the same author speaks as follows : " The convenience of 
such a system for reference is obvious ; but it may be questioned 
whether it has not been purchased by a great sacrifice of the percep- 
tion by ordinary readers of the true order and connection of the 
books of the Bible. In some cases the division of chapters separates 
portions which are very closely united, and throughout gives the im- 
pression of a formal division altogether at variance, with the continuous 
flow of narration or thought which characterized the book as it came 
from the hands of the writer. The separation of verses in its turn has 
conduced largely to the habit of building doctrinal systems upon iso- 
lated texts." B J f , 

The concluding remark touches an important point in this discussion. 
The popular mind is full of " proof texts," many of them torn from 
their vital connection, and used to build up, or prop up doctrines, dog- 
nms and duties, with which they have nothing in common. It is largely 
owing to this verse division that the texts of our modern sermons have 
degenerated into mere mottoes. Unless we preach trom Proverbs or 
some other of the epigrammatic books, we always give the context, 
which is simply replacing the text in its logical and inspired connec- 
tions, fitting it to the truncated body of truth, that it may throb for 
a moment with its original and normal life. 

Perhaps the truest and most frequent charge brought by polemics 
against each other is that of garbling, o^i quoting a passage out of its 
connection. Now the Bible is divided and printed in such a form as to 
tempt theologians and sectaries to garble it. It may be that scholars 
are not much influenced in their criticisms by these divisions, but there 
can be no doubc that an apt verse, whether it covers a part or the 
whole of an idea, is to the common reader " confirmation strong as 
proof of Holy Writ," and many an erroneous opinion still holds its 
ground, because by our verse divisions the holders of it have been able 
readily " to bless it and approve it with a text." 

It is not unworthy of remark that, though both Testaments have 



The Origin of the present Division of owr Scriptures. 45 

suffered from these arbitrary divisions, tbey have not suffered equally, 
nor in the same respects. The OldTestament is most unfortunate in its 
capitular divisions, and the New Vbstament in its divisions into verses. 
Nor is it difficult to find a reason for this difference. The New Testa- 
ment suffered most in the verse divisions because its contents are all 
narrative and argumentative ; and no part of it being poetry, the He- 
brew parallelism did not determine any of its divisions. So much of 
the Old Testament being in poetry, the division into verses was a part 
of the poetic form ; while the greater length of the Masoretic pesukim 
favored the flow of the narrative or argument ; but many of the chap- 
ter divisions are singularly unfortunate. Eor example, in Job more 
than half of the capitular divisions are wrong, and what adds to their 
aggravation is that the speeches of the several interlocutors are cut up 
into two, three and four parts. It is as bad, if not worse, in the Pro- 
phets. A prophecy is a unit, and should be set as distinctively by 
itself as a parable or a psalm. Yet the Burden of Babylon (Isaiah, 
chapters 13, 14) is broken in two — part in one chapter and part in 
another — and then, as if to confound confusion, the Burden of Pales- 
tine^ and a fragment touching Assyria, are tagged to the end of the 
14th chapter as an appendage to the Burden of Babylon. In chapter 
21 three distinct prophecies concerning three different countries are 
rolled into one. So far as the minor prophets are concerned it may 
be said that Obadiah is the only one whose sayings have not been 
obscured by the division into chapters. If three of David's psalms 
were put into one chapter it would be less misleading than to put three 
prophecies into one chapter, as in Isaiah ; or to put one prophecy into 
three chapters, as in Joel. 

To obviate the evils connected with the present division, various 
efforts uuve been made, the most successful and reasonable of which 
appears to be the paragraph system, the history of which is as follows : 

As long ago as 1800, when John Reeves, a graduate of Oxford, a 
member of the bar, and for a while chief justice of Newfoundland, 
was printer to the king, he published *' several editions of the Bible 
divided into paragraphs, with the numbers of the chapters and verses 
placed in the margin, according to the original plan.'' In 1818 Rob- 
ert Boothroyd issued his "New Family Bible " in the paragraph form. 
In 1834 Dr. Coit, of Massachusetts, '^ printed an edition of the Eng- 
lish Bible divided into paragraphs, with the poetical portions in paral- 
lelisms." This is the Bible which is now printed by the " Religious 
Tract Society " of England. Of late yearai, Ae University press of 
Oxford hag also issued a paragraph Bible. Murdock's translation of 
the Pechito is printed in paragraphs ; so ia De Wette's German trans 
lation of the Bible ; so are all the critical editions of the Greek Testa- 
ment, as also all the issues of the American Bible Union. In 1858 
Mr. Charles Collins, of New York, published a paragraph Testament. 
^^I was induced," he writes, ^^to risk the publication by the opinion 
I had long held that the ordinary arbitrary divisions injure the text 
and are a serious di£Bculty to the reader ; that one effect is to promote 
lectarianism, by giving undue prominence to isolated ' verses,* in plaoe 
of proper regard for the 8[Hrit of the whole book/' — Fresbytman 
Sdnner* 
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AMEUDMBNT TO THE HATIONAL OOITSTITnTrOH. 

We were greatly pleased to find the following in an editorial in the Christ'^ 
tan Press for January. It shows that the leaven of truth is spreading in th(^ 
community. We hope to hear from the same source a still clearer ring aitoc* 
the Cincinnati Convention : T. S. 

When this Association was formed, while we were prepared to bid i^ 
God-speed, we did not then feel that there was any pressing need for 
the object sought ; and as our mission was specialty directed to the 
christianizing, enlightening and elevating the masses of the people, we 
have said little in our columns on the subject, being assured that if the 
people are right, it is easy to set the government right. The late com- 
bined efforts, however, of various classes of our citizens to exclude the 
Bible from our schools, repeal our Sabbath laws, and divorce our gov- 
ernment entirely from religion, and thus make it an atheistic govern- 
ment — for every government must be for &od or against him, and must 
be administered in the interests of religion and good morals, .or in the 
interests of irreligion and immorality — have changed our mind, and we 
are now prepared to urge the necessity for an explicit acknowledgment 
in the National Constitution of the authority of God and the supremacy 
of his law, as revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. 

During the early history of our country, the fact that civil govern- 
ment was an ordinance of God, and that his law was of supreme author- 
ity, was almost, if not universally, admitted. Hence, all our civil laws 
were tried as to their moral quality, by the touchstone of God*s law, 
just as the Puritans had been accustomed to try the laws of England. 
Indeed, any one at all acquainted with the history of the Puritans knows 
that they were compelled to leave England because they would not and 
could not admit the authority of the laws of the land, which they be- 
lieved were contrary to the laws of God. Hence their persecution and 
emigration to this land, where they determined to establish a government 
where the laws of the land should conform to the laws of God. 

They accomplished their purpose ; and to this very day the unwrit- 
ten constitution of our land is based on this idea. HencA, the oaths in 
our courts, our Sabbath and our marriage laws, our penalties for polyg- 
amy, adultery, &c. Hence, also, the implied recognition of the same 
principle in the Federal constitution itself, by its provision for oaths 
and in the distinction between Sabbath and the other days of the week 
which it makes. 

But notwithstanding these facts, inasmuch as there is no explicit 
affirmation of the supremacy of God's law, there is a growing tendency 
to deny those principles which the great tnass of Christians have in every 
age held dear. Indeed, in various large cities we have resolutions like 
the following : 

Resolved, That the German-American element of Chicago regards all 
interference of the temperance and Sunday law advocates with its social 
privileges as citizens as unconBtitutionaly and as inconsistent with the 
spirit of our republican institutions. 

We have also official acts, as in the case of the Treaty of Tripoli, 
where it is denied that this is a Christian nation. True, the official acts 
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on the other side are far more numerous, and among them the late de- 
cision of the superior court of Cincinnati, enjoining the board of edu- 
cation from prohibiting the reading of the Bible in the common schools, 
in which Judge Hagans says: "The framers of the constitution (of 
the State of Ohio) felt that the moral sense must necessarily be regula- 
ted and controlled by the religious belief, and that whatever was op- 
posed to religious belief, estimated hy a Christian standard^ and taking 
into consideration the welfare of the state, would be in the highest degree 
opposed to the general sense, and have a direct tendency to undermine 
the moral support of the laws and corrupt the community." 

It was a decision which made glad the hearts of the great mass of 
Protestant Christians throughout the entire land; and yet we are 
satisfied it never would have been made only for the following clause 
in the State constitution, viz. : " Heligion, morality and knowledge, 
however, being essential to good government, it shall be the duty of 
the General Assembly to psss suitable laws to protect every religious 
denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public 
worship, and to encourage schools and the means of instruction.'* And 
if this is true, with such an amendment as we desire, we would have 
jast such a bulwark as we need to save the Bible in our schools and our 
Sabbath and marriage laws from being swept away by the rising flood 
of ipfidelity and atheism, and maintain our character as a Christian 
nation. 

On the other hand, if no effort is made in this direction, the princi- 
ples we have asserted may soon be denied, and the decision of many 
questions vital to the religion and morality of the nation be within the 
control of local majorities, or of an oligarchy who may happen to be 
in power. 

History is full of lessons on this subject. Take the struggles of the 
early Puritans against the persecuting edicts of Mary and Elizabeth 
in England, and the sufferings of many of our Abolitionists by the op- 
pressive fugitive slave law of our own land. 

But it is objected that the consciences of those who do not believe 
in the principle advanced will be oppressed if the majority succeed in 
80 amending the constitution. We reply, by no means ; for no one is 
required to subscribe to these doctrines unless he believes them. The 
assertion of a principle is quite a different thing from a law requiring 
subscription to it. No citizen's conscience is oppressed by the clause 
in the State constitution of Ohio already quoted, whether he believes 
it or not, and just because he is not required to subscribe to it ; and 
eren in the case of his taking the official oath, he is not required to 
subscribe to the doctrines of the constitution, only to carry them out 
as an executive officer, which, if he can not do, of course he ought not 
to accept office ; but in no case is his conscience oppressed. And, in 
point of fact, there never has been in the past any persecution under 
a government acknowledging these principles. 

But it has also been objected that such an amendment would lead to 
a union of church and state. To this we reply, the two questions are 
entirely distinct. The acknowledgment of the supreme authority of 
God's law is certainly a very different question from the acknowledg- 
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ment of some religiott« organisation. Nor does any one propose to 
repeal the clause of the constitution prohibiting Congress from passing 
laws respecting an establishment of religion. Nor are we aware that 
any such alliance between church and state has been formed where 
the principle of the supremacy of God's law was accepted by the 
state. 

Acting on the principle, ^^No bishop, no king/' theiie alliances 
have been formed and maintained with imprisonment, scourging and 
death. Even in the case of the English and Scotch Establishments at 
the present time, the government maintains them, not on the principle 
that God*s law demands it, but because they are deemed a cheap 
police force and a yaaluable aid in maintaining the stability of the 
government. 

^Ve may rest assured that no evil rcBults will follow obedience to 
God's law. On the contrary, he has declared, and the world's history 
attests its truth: ^'Tfae nation and the kingdon that will not serve 
God shall perish; yea, all those nations shall be utterly wasted." 
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On one of the. days of November a veteran lay missionary, a plain 
man, rose in the Fulton-street prayer-meeting to state his experience in 
testing the promises of God. Said he : "I was visiting in the neigh- 
borhood of my early home for a few days. Finding myself at leisure in 
the early morning, I said to myself: ' Now you are not going to hunt 
nor fish to-day, you might as well go to work just as if you were at 
home.' I thought I would not pick out an easy job, but would take up 
the hardest one on my mind, and that was to go and see a gentleman of 
very high standing and ability, a lawyer, whom I had never faithfully 
urged to repentance. I felt myself weak for such an interview, but 1 
thought of the promise : * Them that honor me I will honor.' And 
that promise I resolved to test. 

^' On inquiring for the gentleman at his office, I found he was not in. 
The gentleman who told me so, however, said he could attend to the busi- 
ness just as well. I told him I was afraid not. But'he said he must 
insist upon it, that he was his partner, and wanted very much to do the 
business. I thought I would let him try. So I told him what I had 
called for, admitting that he was as much concerned in it as his part- 
ner, and hoping that he still thought so himself. He answered prompt- 
ly: 

^^ ^ I do. I have felt the deepest interest in the subject for more 
than a year, so much so that I have attended prayer-meetings and lin- 
gered about until everybody was gone, and the lights were out ; but no- 
body ever said a word to me about religion. I have about concluded 
that there is nothing in it, or there is nobody that cares for me.' 

^^ At this moment a gay young fellow drove up to the door, and burst 
into the room. He wanted to know if the lawyer was ready for * that 
ride." 
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" 'Not now, said the lawyer. * Sit down.* Hesatdown and I went 
on talking. Pretty soon he edged his chair in between us. I laid my 
hand on his shoulder, and said to him : "What I have been saying to 
this man is just as applicable to you as to him.' 

'' ' Perhaps so,' said he. ' But I am a skeptic' 

" ' A skeptic ! How long have you been a skeptic V 

" ' Oh ! a number of years.' 

** ' Well, has it done you any good ?' 

" * I don't know thai it has.' 

" *Do you expect it will do you any good?* 

"'Can't say I do.* 

" ' Well, then, if it has never doneyuo any good, and is never going 
to do you any, you would not suffer much loss by giving it up, woul 
you?' 

" 'No; but the difficulty is to get rid of it.* 

" 'Do you really want to get rid of it ?' 

" ' Yes, I do.' 

" 'Let me test that.* 

" I drew a total-abstinence pledge from my pocket, laid it before 
him, and said : 

" ' Will you sign that ?' 

" He was all excitement from liquor at the time. He took up the 
paper and read it carefully through, and considered it well. Then he 
took the pen from the table and signed it. He was getting away from 
skepticism faster than I expected. He next took a card out of his 
pocket and copied the pledge on it,, and returned it to his pocket. 

" His friend looked on with perfect amazement, deeply affected, and 
signed the pledge also. It was a time for prayer. We went into an 
inner room, and turned the key. Before we came out that young man 
had given his heart to God. As I bade him good-morning, he laid his 
hand upon his heart, and said: ^I never felt so in all my life. I 
don't know why it is or what it means.' 
" ' Why, how do you feel ?' 

'" Oh ! so strangely peaceful. I am perfectly happy.' 
]Not long afterward 1 heard that this young man was studying for the 
gospel ministry. He is now a settled and very useful pastor. 

"As for the lawyer who attended to my business : a few days ago I 
B4W an account of a sermon just preached in some neighboring locality, 
by this same partner, lawyer and judg3. I felt satisfied that he was 
attending to my business.'* — Christian Intelligencer. 



THE SIGiriNO OF THE COVENANT. 
(published by bequest.) 

" This was the day of the Lord's power, in which multitudes offered them- 
selves most willingly, like the dew-drops of the morning 3 this was, indeed, 
the great day of Israel, wherein the arm of the Lord was revealed — the day of 
the lledeemer's streDgth, on which the princes of thet people assembled to swear 

Aeir allegtanceto the King of kings/' — Alexander Htnderson, 
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I'm old I I'm old I I'm very frail I my eyes are dim with age, 
Scarce cail I trace the words of life upon this sacred page ; 
Then out upon the unquiet heart I that yearns, and will not rest, 
To be where Scotland rallies now her truest and her best. 

I heard them with the earliest dawn ; I heard them gathering fast — 
A sound, as on the mighty sea, the menace of the blast — 
A mingled sound of thousand feet, and voices blent in one, 
And on the living spring-tide swept, and I was left alone. 

Alone I alone 1 oh wearily the day hath lingered by I 
With now and then a far-off shout, cleaving the distant sky ; 
Yet have I wrestled with my God some hours as moments past ; 
But age halts soon — my son, my son I it is thy step at last. 

" Father I a solemn eve hath fallen — a mighty deed is done — 
Pledged to his country and his God — receive and bless thy son ; 
And pray, my father— Kjeaseless pray — that I may never shame 
The oath of God, to which this day I have affixed my name. 

" We met within the ancient walls, where once the Grey-friars ruled, 
A concourse vast of earnest men, in common danger schooled I 
Earth's titled ones — God's ministers — poor — rich — together driven — 

Christ's flock awaiting, 'neath the storm, their Shepherd's sign from heaven. 

*• 
" And solemnly, oh solemnly I went up the breath of prayer, 
The silence as a shadow brooding o'er the thousands there ; 
Only the pulse of each strong heart amid the stillness heard, 
Through which the voice of Henderson a nation's suit preferred. 

** Ay, father, there was One amid our convocation then. 
Whose eyes are as a flame of flre, to search the souls of men ; 
Whose Spirit, moving wondrously from heart to heart, can bring 
A willing people to the feet of their Almighty King. 

*' And when the noble Loudon spake of Scotland's gospel prime, 
Her covenants of other days — lier glad espousal time — 
Hew fearless through the wilderness her God she followed still. 
And found a very present help in every time of ill — 

" Till one by one, her mighty men were gathered to their graves. 
And sons, degenerate from their sires, made Christ's own freemen slaves, 
Discrowning his anointed head to gem an earthly brow — 
Making our Father's holy house the ruin it is now — 

'' Oh I then there was such weeping, through that bowed and silent throng, 
Such self-accusing bitterness for guilt contracted long, 
Such binding of the broken vows upon the soul once more— 
That very moment made us free as we were free of yote, 

'< And now, with tone distinct and clear, as one whose word is power, . 
Johnston of Warriston stood forth (God's gift in danger's hour), 
A mighty parchment in his hand from which ^e read — the while 
A sudden sun-burst flUed the place with Heaven's approving smile. 

"He ended ; and there was a pause — a pause of holy fear — 
Who, to attest the oath of God, shall flrst adveiiture near ; 

It was not doubt, but solemn awe, and self-disttusting shame, * 

And that each deemed his brother bore a less unworthy name. 

" Till the good Earl of Sutherland — the brave old earl and true, 
One moment bowed his reverent head, and toward the table drew; 
* So deal my God with me and mine, till latest ages be. 
As we prove steadfast in this bond, I bind on th)em and me.' 

" Then followed Kothes quickly on — Cassilis, and Hay, and Home ; 
Montrose, as if he almost grudged to lose the foretnost room — ^ 

Loudon, his country's beacon-light amid her mirkiest hour, ^ * 

With many a noble name beside — a kingdom's hope and flo'ver. 
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** Now Henderson, the called of Q-od — Dickson, the owned of Heavenj 
(Surely a blessing waits the land to which such guides are glTeni) 
Guthrie, as though upon the cast his life he longed to stake, 
And Butherford, with look inspired, as if his Master spake, 

" Bless God, my father, who hath lent the land we love so well 
Sons valiant for the truth on earth, more than my tongue can tell ; 
To name but those already proved by many a searching test. 
Would wile us from the hour of prayer, and steal thy midnight rest. 

' ' Yet thou must hear, when all had signed within the house of God, 
How still a multitude without, each on the other trod. 
Pressing with fervent footsteps on, and many an earnest prayer, 
That they in Scotland's covenant might register their share. 

** Oh I Arthur's Seat gave back the shout of that assembled crowd, 
As one bare forth the mighty bond — (and many wept aloud) — 
They spread it on a tombstone head — (a martyr slept beneath) — 
And some subscribed it with their blood, and added < until death.' 

** Ay ! young and old were moved alike with prayers, and groans and tears, 
Surely the fruit of such a day is yet for many years 1 
And, owned in heaven, the strong appeal of each uplifted hand, 
As evening's sun went down upon the covenanted land !" 

That old man rose up in his place, he bared his locks of gray ; 
<( Liord let thy servant now depart, for 1 have seen this day ; 
Upon my head in early youth, John Knox's hand hath lain, 
And I have seen his buried work unsepulchred again. 

" Speed on thou covenanted cause I God's blessing upon thee I 
Baptized in Scotland's dearest blood, albeit thou needs must be ; 
Christ came not to send peace on earth — only may that red rain 
Still fructify thy living seed till he return again. 

* * My country 1 oh mj country I yea for thee the light is sown, 
Only be steadfast In thy trust, let no man take thy crown ; 
Thine be the standard-bearer's place ! the post of suffering high — 
God's blessing on the covenant! I'll sign it ere I die." 

— Lays of the Kirk and Covenant 



EEASOirS FOS BEING A FBESBTTEBIAN. 

BY ONE OF THX MINISTERS OT THE PRESBYTERY OY LONDON. 

<( They continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." Acts 2: 42. 

** Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone." £ph 2 : 20. 

1. I am a Presbyterian, because I know of no church that in doc- 
trine, in discipline, in government, and worship, rests so entirely on 
the word of God. The Bible, and the Bible alone is the religion of 
Presbyterians. In all matters, whether of faith or practice. Holy 
Scripture is supreme and sufficient. To this rule all creeds and con- 
fessions, canons and articles, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of 
men, and private spirits, are to be brought for examination : " To the 
law and to the testimony : if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no lighi in them." Isa. 8 : 20.* It is not "Thus 
saith antiquity," nor, " Thus saith tradition ; " nor " Thus saith the 
charch ; " but to the Presbyterian the sole word of authority is, 
"Thus saith the Lord." 

2. I am a Presbyterian, because I know of no church that main- 
tains more firmy and sets forth more faithfully the great leading 
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doctrines of the word of GoJ. Tho unity of the Godhead, and the 
trinity of persons therein — the utter depravity and helplessness of 
mankind in consequence of the fall — the recovery and salvation of the 
church by the Redeemer — the incarnation of the. Son of God, hia 
atonement, and all his mediatorial work and offices — the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the conversion and the sanctification of the sinner — the 
sinner's interest in the finished work of Christ, and his justification by 
faith alone — the second advent of Christ to judgment — the resurrec- 
tion of the dead and the eternal separation of the righteous and the 
wicked — these are among the truths embodied in the Gonfessioji and 
Catechisms of our church, taught in her schools, and preached from 
her pulpits. And our church has specially been privileged to maintain 
the truths relating to the deep things of God ; the covenant of redemp- 
tion entered into by Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, before 
the foundation of the world ; the salvation-blessings secured in Ghrisl 
as covenant head and surety, and flowing down to the church through 
him ; the communication of these covenant blessings by the Holy 
Spirit, together with the whole doctrines of free grace, — the sovereign, 
distinguishing, free grace of God. Eph. 1 : 3-5 ; 2 Tim, 1 : 9 ; 1 
Cor. 3: 11; Eph. 2:8. 

3. I am a Presbyterian, because the form of church government, which 
we call presbytery, is founded on the word of God. The office-bear- 
ers in our church are scriptural in their offices and authority. In each 
of our congregations there is a minister, whose special office it is to 
preach the word and dispense the sacraments. There is no difference 
of rank among these ministers or presbyters. All are equal as breth- 
ren, having one Master and Eing, even the Lord Jesus. Matt. 23: 
8, 9, 10. This is what we mean by presbyterian parity. All our min- 
isters are alike bishops or overseers, not of other ministers, but of 
their own flocks ; not prelates, but pastors, as in apostolic times. 

In our Presbyterian churches, besides the minister, there are others 
whose office it is to aid in the oversight and government of the church, 
in visiting of the sick, and other spiritual superintendence of the peo- 
ple. These are usually termed " the elders of the church ; ** or some- 
times ruling elders or presbyters, 1 Tim. 5 : 17, to distinguish them 
from the pastors or preaching presbyters, " who labor in word and 
doctrine." And lastly, there are deacons. Acts 6, whose special office 
it is to care for the poor, and superintend those arrangements which 
promote the outward comfort of the congregation. 

These three orders of office-bearers are all that wo believe to be per- 
manent in the church of Christ. That ^^ bishop " is only another name 
for *' presbyter,*' and that there were not two distinct orders signified 
by these names, is proved by many parts of the word of God. When 
Paul called the elders (presbyters) of the Ephesian Church, he charged 
them to take heed to the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made 
them overseers (bishops). Acts 20: 17-28. So also Peter, in his lat 
Epistle, ch. 5:1, " The elders which are among you I exhort, who^am 
also an elder.*' ^Having therefore no sanction of divine authority, nor 
apostolic usage, whence come diocesan bishops, archbishops, deans, 
archdeacons, lords spiritual, cardinals or pope, in the church of Christ ? 
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Are these successors of the men whom Jesus called unto him and 
said, "Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gen- 
tiles exercise lordship over them ; and their great onos exercise author- 
ity upon them ? But so snail it not be among you." " One is your 
Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.*' 

4. I am a Presbyterian, because there is no form of church govern- 
ment that so combines the two great principles, order and liberty — the 
order of government, and liberty of the people. 

The government is conducted by the office-bearers in individual 
churches, who constitute what we call church sessions ; by the office- 
bearers of a number of churches, who form what we call presbyteries ; 
and by the office-bearers of a still greater number of churches, form- 
ing synods or general assemblies. A church session consists of the 
minister and the elders of a congregation ; a presbytery, of ministers 
and representative elders of several churches ; and a synod or assem- 
bly, of ministers and elders of churches in a larger district or pro- 
vince. Acts 15. In countries where the number of presbyterian 
churches is very great, the assemblies are composed of representative 
ministers and elders chosen by each presbytery. In all cases, presby- 
teries and synods consist of ministers and elders in equal numbers, 
deliberating and voting together. The moderator or president of these 
courts holds oflSce only for a definite per?od, and is appointed some- 
times by election, and sometimes by rotation. By these several 
successive church courts, mature deliberation, impartial justice, and 
ecclesiastical order are secured. In cases of difficulty reference may 
be made, and advice sought, and in dispute appeal may be taken from 
the sessions to the presbytery, and from presbytery to the synod or as- 
sembly of the church. 

Every congregation is free and independent in its local government 
wid discipline, in the election of its office-bearers, in devising and exe- 
cuting its plans of Christian usefulness, and in the whole management 
of its affairs, so long as its acts are not inconsistent with the general 
rules and vi^ith the common weal of the church. In all good goverh- 
Dieat, civil or ecclesiastical, there is some central authority to confirm 
ftnd regulate local liberty. This superintendence is exercised by each 
presbytery over the several congregations within its bounds, and pres- 
byteries are under the control of synods, provincial or national, in 
which the supreme power, legislative and executive, is vested. 

6. I am a Presbyterian, because 1 know of no church that so secures 
the rights and privileges of the Christian people. The people, that is, 
the members of the church, choose their pastor, their elders, and dea- 
cons. Those only can be chosen and called to the pastoral charge of 
our congregations who have been educated under the superintendence 
of soine presbytery, and been admitted, after examination and trials, 
A3 probationers of the church ; all means being used to provide a well- 
qualified and suitable ministry for the supply of our church. 

The people also manage all ecclesiastical affairs ; and they do so in 
the only wise and practicable way among large bodfes of men — by 
representative government. 
If all the members of the church are alike rulers, to ^hiom ^\%\\i»^^ 
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divine precepts addressed, " Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves," Heb. 13: 17; and, "Let the elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honor ? " 1 Tim. 5 : 17. 

In those congregational churches which act without representation, 
matters of business continually occur which cannot without inconveni- 
ence, and cases of discipline which cannot without impropriety, be 
discussed before a public meeting ; and for the most part the conduct- 
ing of affairs by the whole church is only nominal ; a few individuals 
having the real authority and management. Now what is elsewhere 
done by "committees ** and " managers '* is done in the Presbytwian 
churches by an authorized and responsible court, the church session, 
composed of the ministers and elders chosen by the people and trans- 
acting affairs in their behalf. 

6. I am a Presbyterian, because I know of no church whose form 
of worship is so simple and so scriptural. Not any other book but 
God's book is made to claim the attention of the people. Every Sab- 
bath day the word of God is read, expounded and applied. In the 
devotional services, those who cannot worship the Father in spirit, will 
find no substitute of form and ceremony to delude them. There is a 
consent of all our churches in those things that contain the substance 
of the service and worship of God ; but the public prayers are not 
restricted to a written form, as if from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from 
year to year, there never could arise any variety in the wants, the de- 
sires, the circumstances of sinful men, as if there were not constantly 
new subjects of thanksgiving to God, new requests to be made known 
to our Father in heaven. The word of God is my prayer book, and I 
find in the book of Psalms, in the Epistles, and other parts of the Bi- 
ble, examples and forms of prayer, not in words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. ***** 

7. I am a Presbyterian, because the sacraments are in our church 
administered agreeably to the word of God. We baptize adults on 
profession of their faith in Christ, and we baptize the infants of such 
as are members of the visible church. Acts 16 : 33 ; Gen. 17 : 7, with 
Col. 2 : 11, 12 ; 1 Cor. 7 : 14. In the dispensation of the Lord's sup- 
per, we do not kneel before an altar, but we sit at the Lord's table, 
receiving the sacramental bread and wine in the customary posture of 
men who celebrate a feast, as Christ and his disciples set the example. 
We have no altar in our churches, because the sacrament of the supper 
is not a sacrifice, but an ordinance commemorative of the one sacrifice 
of Christ. The admission of members to the Lord's supper is after 
examination and warning and instruction as to the nature and objects 
of the ordinance. 1 Cor. 11 : 26-28. 

8. I am a Presbyterian, because I love and pray for unity ; not 
uniformity at the expense of truth, but unity based on truth and 
charity. Our Presbyterian Church has its congregations knit together 
in mutual dependence and sympathy, as one body in the unity of the 
Spirit, having one Lord and Head, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all. And all are united under one superintendence and 
government) holding the same standards, and maintaining the same 
principles, the strong helping and bearing the burden of the weak, the 
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whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, with one piind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel. We thus enjoy a visible, as well as a spiritual unity, accord- 
in|5 to the scriptural idea of the church, the body of Christ. Eph. 4 : 
&-16. 

9. I am a Presbyterian, because the church of Christ was Presby- 
terian in her earliest and purest times. Ecclesiastical history tells me 
by what steps came the predicted falling away from apostolical doctrine 
and order, 2 Thess. 2:3; how the primitive episcopacy (^which we still 
hold) was supplanted by prelacy and popery ; and how those churches 
which were God's faithful witnesses in the midst of the anti-Christian 
apostasy, the Waldensian, the Albigensian and other martyr-churches 
were Presbyterian. And when the time of reformation came, when 
men stood, and saw, and asked for the ancient paths, then the good 
old way of Presbyterianism, with its evangelical truth, its apostolical 
order, its wholesome discipline, and primitive worship, was with one 
consent resumed by the Reformed churches. In England alone it was 
not 80 ; but for this we satisfactorily account in the assumption of the 
headship of the church by Henry VIII., the indecision of Cranmer and 
the early reformers, the limited extent to which the work of reforma- 
tion could be carried, together with other later events in the national 
history. For more than a century and a half Presbyterianism has 
beea almost unknown in England, in consequence of which dissenters 
from the Anglican Church have been driven to form themselves into 
independent and separate churches. But now that at length the goodly 
fabric of the Presbyterian Church has begun to be reared again on 
English soil, we expect many of the Lord's people to join in restoring 
the waste places and building up the walls of our Zion. 

Although outward forms in themselves are of minor consequence, 
yet they are important as means for the building up of the spiritual 
church. And if church history is of any use, we should search it to 
see which form of Christianity best fulfils the purposes of a church 
of Christ. Let Presbyterianism be so tried : contrast the state of 
the English Church as to vital religion in the Puritan times, and after 
the restoration of Charles II., and the ejection of the two thousand 
iionconformists, nearly all of whom were Presbyterians ; contrast the 
present state of Presbyterian Ulster with any other province of Ireland; 
contrast the state of Scotland with any other country of Europe ; and 
every friend of Bible instruction, of Sabbath observance, of true 
religion, ought to rejoice in the prospect of Presbyterianism being 
revived in England, and extended in every part of the world. 

10. I am a Presbyterian, because I know of no church that has been 
80 valiant for the truth, or that has been honored to do and suflFer so 
much for the cause of Christ on earth. None can show a more goodly 
company of confessors, a more noble army of martyrs, than the Pres- 
byterian Church. Let history testify this, from the earliest times, 
through the dark ages of popery, down even to our own day, when 
the Free Church of Scotland, in her noble stand for truth and the 
sacrifices made by her ministers and people for Christ's sake, has dis- 
played a spirit worthy of olden times, and shown that living faith and 
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high principle are jet to be found on the earth. While maintaining 
in common with other Protestants the truths relating to the prophetical 
And priestly oflSces of the Redeemer, the Presbyterian Church has efih 
pecially been called on to testify and to suffer in defence of the kingly 
office of Christ; that he is the only Head of the church, visible and 
invisible, Col. 1 : 16, 17, 18 ; that Christ alone is King in Zion. Psalm 
2: 6. The Bible teaches us to be subject to the powers that be, to 
render honor to whom honor is due, tiibute to whom tribute, to all 
their dues, Rom. 13 : 1-7 ; but not to render unto Ctesar the things 
that are God's. Matt. 22 : 21. While contending for spiritual in- 
dependence against Erastians on the one hand, we contend against the 
spiritual supremacy of papists and prelatists on the other. Popery 
has ever found in our church a stern and uncompromising opponent. 
She is no less opposed to Arian, Socinian and other forms of anti- 
christian error. And though some have wrongfully used our name, 
and some branches of the Presbyterian Church have at times been on 
the side of error, and others have bartered their freedom for state en- 
dowment, true Presbyterians have ever been foremost in contending 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. 

For these and other reasons I am a Presbyterian. While I know 
that God has his people among different denominations of professing 
Christians, I prefer the Presbyterian Church because I believe it to 
be most conformable to the word of God, most conducive to the spread 
of truth and righteousness, and most fitted for the extension of the 
cause of Christ on the earth. 

" These thlnsrs write I unto thee, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth." 1 Tim. 3 : 14, 16. 

** Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen." 
£ph. 6 : 24. 

AS TO OALVIN'S PAET IN THE BUBNINa OF SEEVETUS- 



BY BKV. D. N. MACLISE, D.D. 



The Rev. J. Ambrose Wight, in an article in the Christian Worlds 
reprinted from the Interior^ says : " The Roman Catholic Church is 
as truly responsible for the burning of Servetus, as for that of John 
Huss. And Calvin is responsible for it, subject to the conditions of 
his birth and training." Of Calvin he says : " He burned, therefore, 
one man, while the Inquisition was burning ten thousand ; and he 
ceased with one man, while the Inquisition kept on burning." 

It is true that the birth and training of Calvin and all the Reformers 
were such as the Church of Rome gave therrtj and all within her pale. 
She taught them, and teaches still, that heretics should be put to death, 
and forcibly has she illustrated her belief in the monstrous dogma. 
The tens of thousands she has persecuted to the death, by the rack, 
the gibbet, the stake, and almost every form of torture, moi'e thau 
demonstrate the truth of the statement. 

. The sentiment was universal in Calvin's day, and was shared by him, 
that men for their opinions might lawfully be put to death. But it is 
not true that Calvin is to be held responsible for the death of Servetus. 
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There is no j^roo/ that Calvin even desired the death of Servetus, while 
there is proof, in Servetus* own words, that he desired the death of 
Calvin. 

Calvin had Servetus arraigned on charges of heresy, in order to 

pr-event him from spreading his pestiferous doctrines. The magistrates 

of Geneva took the matter entirely into their own hands, and by their 

fittorney-general, Claude Iligot, carried on the prosecution to the bitter 

end. They wrote to the magistrates of Berne, Bayle, Zurich, Schaflfen- 

hausen and other places, asking their opinion, advice and judgment, in 

the matter of punishment. All with one voice declared him guilty of 

death ; and not only they, but the mild Melancthon, the zealous and 

godly Farel, the temperate Bullinger, and Servetus himself, sanctioned 

the maxim that heresy deserved death. Servetus has been represented 

as a model of a meek martyr. But on the 22d of September, 1653, he 

asked the Council of Geneva to put Calvin on trial for his life, and 

proposed to stake his own life against that of Calvin. Accusing Calvin 

of having falsely attributed to him the opinion that the soul is mortal, 

he says : " If I have said that — not only said it, but publicly written 

it — to infect the world, I would condemn myself to death. Wherefore, 

my lords, I demand that my falsa a,ccuser be punished, pcena tallonis^ 

wd ttat he be detained a prisoner till the cause be decided, for his 

death or mine^ or other punishment. And to accomplish that, I now 

lodge an accusation against him, for the said poena talionis ; and I am 

content to die if he be not convicted of these things, and of others 

which I shall bring forward." 

Contrary to this bloodthirsty spirit, Calvin used all his great in- 
fiuence to prevent the burning of Servetus when the council had 
condemned him, but failed. Of this there is abundant evidence. Space 
permits only two proofs. 

Parel, the pastor of Neuchatal, writing to Calvin, Sept. 8th, 1553, 
strongly urging the severest punishment of Servetus, says: "Your 
desire to mitigate the rigor of the punishment, is the service of a friend 
to one who is your mortal enemy ; but I beseech you so to act as that 
no one shall hereafter seek, with impunity, to publish novel doctrines, 
«nd to embroil us all as Servetus has done." Calvin himself says : 
**Prom the time he was convicted of his heresies, I have made no 
endeavor to have his punishment made capital ; and not merely all 
iionest men will be witnesses of what I say, but I challenge all the 
malignants to say if it is not so.*' (Declaration, p. 1318.) That 
challenge stood, and .stands, unanswered. He had obtained his object 
when Servetus was convicted, and would be prevented from doing mis- 
chief to men's souls, and desired to mitigate or remit the severity of the 
sentence. 

" Spero capitale saltern judiciumfore ; poense vero atrocitatem 
remitti cupio. Epist. Calv. ad Farrellum, 20th August, 1553.*' 

To these and similar utterances Farel replies as above. It is time 
that at least the friends of Calvin should know the real facts in the 
case, and relieve his memory from the charge so often made by his foes 
that he was directly and mainly responsible for the burning of Ser- 
ratus. — Christian Intelligencer. 
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FOSEIGN MISSIONS^ 

Latakiykh, Nov. 29th, 1871. 

Rev. S. 0. Wylie — Dear Brother: We come to-day to bring you 
good tidings. We have sown in tears, and our God has caused us to 
return rejoicing, bringing some sheaves with us. Who could have 
dared to hope, as our eyes rested, a little over one year ago, on those 
few Ansariyeh girls, gathered into our school, wild, wicked, ignorant 
to the last degree, that in such a short time so many of them would be 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in their right mind. Two of 
the girls, as we mentioned before, asked to be baptized previous to the 
vacation, but as they had been subject to no trial to test the genuine- 
ness of their faith, it was thought best to delay complying with the 
request. We have written to you how well they were enabled to bear 
the persecutions and trials laid on them after their return to their own 
people. They left the school, most of them, with little hope that they 
would be allowed to return. The opposition of their friends was very 
bitter. How we were allowed to gather in seventeen is more than we 
can understand. We can only say it is the Lord's doing and marvel- 
lous in our eyes. After the opening of school the two girls renewed 
their request to be baptized, and six others joined them from time to 
time. It was interesting to watch the workings of the Spirit with 
them ; for in fear and trembling they nearly all proffered their request, 
knowipg they were likely to be persecuted sorely if they took this 
step. Mari, of whom we wrote, one evening after prayers, as the 
subject was under discussion, asked, "If I believe in Jesus, and 
rest him in on my heart, and try to do my duty, does it make any 
difference whether I make a profession or not? *' Her terror of her 
frther led her to ask the question. I knew so, and replied, " He that 
is ashamed of me before men, of him will I be ashamed before my 
fether in heaven." She burst into tears and turned away. She seemed 
distressed for several days. We could do nothing but pray for her. 
At last she came and asked to be received with the rest. " Have you 
counted the cost, Mari?" '* I think I have." "Are you ready to 
bear, for Jesus, what is likely to befal you if you profess his name ? '* 
"If he puts it on me, he will help me to bear it, I trust." 

Teredo, the Armenian girl, from Idlib, also requested admission to 
the church, and after due examination by Mr. Beattie and the doctor, 
they were all accepted but one, who was not thought sufficiently ad- 
vanced in knowledge to comprehend the responsibilities of such a step. 
The time for a communion was set, and on last Friday, fast day, 
seven girls and two young men were baptized by Mr. Beattie, and on 
Sabbath we all sat down at the table of our Lord — thirty-eight com- 
municants including five missionaries. It was a day of joy and 
gladness, a day to be remembered. We ask your special prayers for 
these babes in Christ, young in years as well as in the Christian walk ; 
the eldest but about perhaps fifteen. They have storms to encounter, 
such as in our favored land they who profess Christ know nothing 
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about, woman's position here making it all the harder for them. The 
degradation of woman has been and is the great barrier to the progress 
of the gospel in this land, but a better day has dawned. We trust to 
jour prayers to hasten on the full splendor of its noon. day. 

Yours in the gospel, Beccib Crawford. 



CHURCH NEWS. 



Mr. McCurdy appealed to Synod from the decision of Lake's 
Presbytery in the Southfield case, referred to last month in the 
minutes of that presbytery. 

A OALL has been moderated in Fremont congregation (Kansas 
Presbytery) in favor of P. P. Boyd. 

The first Sabbath of February is the day appointed by Synod for 
taking up the collection for Domestic Missions. In order that the 
board may prosecute its work successfully, the contributions should be 
liberal. Money is needed. As an incentive to liberality we call 
attention to the present condition of Fremont congregation, Nebraska. 
Last spring a mission was commenced there. Since then a congrega- 
tion has been organized, and a call moderated. 

Mr. Martin has returned from the Pacific coast. He explored, as 
thoroughly as circumstances allowed, Oregon and California. His 
report is not sufiiciently encouraging to warrant the Board in estab- 
lishing a mission there at present. Several families of Covenanters 
were found, but they are so far separated from one another, that there 
is in no one locality a sufficient number of members to form the nucleus 
for a congregation. Mr. Martin will give any information he can to 
persons intending to locate in either of those States. Address Mr. D. 
C. Martin, West Ohio street, Allegheny City, Pa. 

Wb call attention to the interesting letter of Miss Crawford in this 
number. The Foreign Mission is accomplishing more now than its 
most sanguine friends ever dared to expect. 

On the last Sabbath of November the Lord's supper was dispensed 
in the mission chapel in Latakiyeh. Thirty-three native communi- 
cants lat down at the table to show forth the Lord's death. Nine 
were admitted by baptism. For particulars, see Miss Crawford's letter 
in this number. Miss Crawford requests prayer for these disciples, 
that by the help of God they may stand fast in the faith in spite of 
persecution. 

Wb have space only to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from 
Miss Dodds, dated Latakiyeh, December 19th, 1871, containing the 
gratifying intelligence of the safe arrival of the missionaries on 
the 16th. 

Staunton Congregation renewed the covenant, every member being 
present and taking part, on Saturday, September 80th, Winchester on 
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Saturday, October 14th, Clarinda on Saturday, October 2l3t, Old 
Bethel on Monday, October -JOch, Lake Eliza on Saturday, Sept. 2A 

The first congregation, Newburgh. observed the ordinances of covenAntiog 
and the Lord's supper on the second Sabbath in January. The pastor, Rev. 
Samuel Carlisle, was assisted, in the services connected with the occasion by 
Revs. S. Bowden and S. 0. Wylie, D. D. The occasion was deeply interest- 
ing and solemn. The people were earnest and hearty in the work, and it was 
a touching sight when the large congregation fctood before the L)rd and 
entered into hi& covenant and oath. The pastor was greatly encouraged by 
the unanimity and heartiness with which his people consecrated theuis'jlves 
anew to the Lord and his cause, and rejoiced with them in the oath which 
they had sworn. * 

A RESPONSIBLE party offers on behalf of Newburgh, $10,000, on the 
condition that the Theological Seminary be located in that city. This 
sum will be paid in money, leaving it with Synod or its committee to 
select the particular site in the city or its immediate vicinity, with 
guarantee that property shall be secured at a reasonable rate. New- 
burgh stands on the bank of the Hudson, and is unrivalled in the 
beauty of its situation. There are two Reformed Presbyterian congre- 
gations in the city. 

Mrssrs. Editors — The amount subscribed by the Bethesda Congregation 
for Memorial Fund, is $333.00; the greater part of it has already been paid. 

T. N. F. 

Messrs. Editors — Allow me, through your valuable magazine, to say, 
that at the time of the union communion and covenanting of the 1st Miami, 
2d Miami and Rushsylvania congregations, the members of these congiega* 
tious subscribed abo.ut one thousand (lOOO) dollars towards this fund, to be 
paid on or before the 1st day of April, 1872. 

Of this, $29.50 has been collected, and it is expected the whole amount 
will be paid, and ready to hand over to Synod at its next meeting. B. 

Messrs. Editors^ Will you permit me through your columns to say, that 
I am not responsible for some statements made by the chairman of com mission 
in an article relating to the organization of a second congregation in Boston, 
and publisVed in your January issue. He and I hold quite different views 
concerning some statements made. As my name is associated with the com- 
mission, my silence might appear to some to be an unqualified endorsement of 
the article, therefore I deem it due to myself, and to others, to make this 
explanation. Very respectfully, William Graham. 

East Cambridqb, January 8th, 1872. 

Mrs. Cannon, widow of the first pastor of N^w Alexandria congreg!^ 
tion, sends us the following interesting particulars respecting its early 
history, as supplementary td the account published in our Decomber 
issue : 

New Alexandria became a regular place of preaching in 1819. The Asso- 
ciate Reformed congregation had been without a pastor for several yeais, were 
anxicus for preaching, got up a subscription and applied for ten days' preach- 
ing, which the Greeosburgh part consented to give. In 1822 several families 
of the Associate Reformed Ohurch and one or two families of Presbyterians, 
united with oar church, and that was the first begin ing of the congregation. 

The Clarksburg congregation is of a morejecent date. There were no Cov- 
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enanters in that part of Indiana county until 1820 or 21, I am not sure which, 
bat I think it was the last mentioned. Two young men from Ireland, Eichard 
Wasson and Andrew Stormout, were employed about the salt works. They 
attended preaching at New Alexandria, and wanted some preaching on their ^ 

side of the river. Mr. Cannon's time was, however, all occupied. There were * 

no Sabbaths for them. He preached to them occasionally on a week day. 
About that time a number of the members of the Associate Church had become 
dissatisfied with their pastor, and were anxious for our preaching. The field 
was a promising one, and in order to cultivate it Mr. Cannon gave up the Thomp- 
son Run and Puckety branches, they being the strongest and most wealthy. 

The old log church was owned by the Associate Reformed congregation. As 
I have said, they were a vacancy, and gave the use of the house, Mr. Patter- 
son and others helping to keep it in repair. They still continued to occupy it 
until the winter of 1834 and 18-^5. The pastor thought it was time for them 
to have a house of their own. On Sabbath he lectured from Haggai Ist, 4th 
and 5th, called a congregational meeting for the next day, and got the work 
Mt in motion. He was the first to put his name on the subscription paper for 
one hundred (SlOO) dollars, that being the one-fourth of his small salary. 

The Greensburg church was built in 1823, one individual bearing the larg- 
est part of the expense, donating the lot, engaging the workmen, furnishing 
the materials, paying off the hands, and waiting for the money to be returned - ^ 
by the congregation. It was never all paid. Rev. Dr. A. M'Leod preached ^^ 
the first sermon in it in 1823. .v 

As far as I know there are only three of the original members of Greens- 
burg congregation now living, Mr. J. Temple, Mrs Alex. Cannon and Mar- 
garet Patterson. 
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Died, October 20th, 1871, at his residence in Cedarville, Ohio, Rev. Sam- \\ 
WL Sterritt, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 

It is with a sense of sadness that we make this record, renewing, as it does, 
the feelings produced when we first heard the painful announcement.- A good 

CD, an earnest Christian, a faithful minister, and an unwavering friend, has 
Q taken away. We miss him from the list of kind and interesting corres- 
pondents ; wo miss him from the circle of tried and attached friends ; we will 
miss him^ the church will miss him, from his place in her courts, where he 
was ever the wise counsellor, loving the truth and the peace, and seeking to 
maintain her stability and promote her growth. " I am distressed for thee, my 7!j^ 
brother ; very pleasant hast thou been unto me.'' ^,> 

The early training of the deceased, was that enjoyed in a Covenanter family 
in the good by-gone days. He had before him the godly example of Christian 
parents. Religious instruction was a duty that heads of families attended to ^ 
thennBelves ; and the Catechisms, Shorter and Larger, were the manuals which ^ 
they wisely used for that end. The result of such teaching was, that the jouth 
grew up indoctrinated in the truth and testimony of Christ, and were thus pre- '\ ^ 
IMred to make, at the proper age, an intelligent profession of religion. *^^^ 

Mr. Sterritt enjoyed in his youth the advantage of the ministrations of the ^^ 
late Rev. Robert Wallace, who, with his other qualifications as pastor, Had a \ 
.flpecial fitness to secure the affections and confidence of children. It is proba- , ^^ 
bJe that he was devoted early in his life by his parents to the ministry ; and >!>^ 
k% confirmed their act by his own self-dedication. He received his collegiate -v. 
tnuaiog iD FraaUIn College, New Athens, Ohio, and entered the Theologioal 
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Semmarj in Allegheny, in 1840. On aoooant of infirm health, he did not at- 
tend the sessions of the Seminary consecutively, and was not licensed till 1847. 
Having received a call fVoui the congregation of Little Beaver, North Jack- 
son, &c., he was ordained pastor in June, 1848. In 1860, the congregation 
was divided, and he accepted the North Jackson part. This he demitted in 
1867, and in the following year he accepted a call to Cedarville, in the bounds 
of Lake's Presbytery, where he was settled and labored with acceptance till 
his decease. His last ilness was short. It was an acute affection of the stom- 
ach. He preached as usual, on the Sabbath preceding his death. In the af- 
ternoon, his text was Prov. 22 : 2, " The rich and poor meet together : the 
Lord is the maker of them all.'' One who heard the discourse, writes, that the 
congregation were greatly impressed by it A common opinion was, that it 
was the best sermon he had eVAp preached to them. On his return home in 
the evening, he was attacked with severe pain in the stomach. This was so 
much relieved ^y medicine, that, on the next Thursday he drove a short dis- 
tance into the country in a buggy. That night the attack returned, and again 
he obtained some relief; Friday he fell into a state of partial unconsciouness, from 
which he could scarcely be roused. He was able, however, to signify that he 
was aware that the end of his life was near, and gave comfortable evidence 
that he was prepared for his change. He died at IP. M., on the Sabbath. 
"Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." Mr. Sterritt was twice mar- 
ried. His first wife, by whom he had a son and two daughters, who survive 
him, was daughter of the late Mr. William Kernahan, a ruling elder of North 
Jackson congregation. His second wife was daughter of the late Mr. Wil- 
liam M'George, of Little Beaver congregation. Feeble in health, she feels 
sensibly this severe stroke. 

The personal appearance of Mr. Sterritt was of a kiiid to bespeak a favora- 
ble impression at first sight. Of medium height, firmly built, and of pleasing 
demeanor, he was possessed also of attractive social qualities. Of amiable dis- 
position, he avoided giving offence or wounding feelings; at the same time, he 
ne^er sacrificed truth or duty to politeness. In the swearing of the covenant* 
at the late meeting of Synod, he took an earnest part. He was present afc 
Northwood when the congregations in that vicinity took the covenant. We 
learn that he preached an acceptable and able sermon on the occasion from 
Ps. 87 : 3, " Glorious things are spoken of thee, city of God !" He is 
gone, we believe, to see those glorious things, with open face, that here are 
seen only ^^ through a glass darkly — to see even as he is seen, and to know as 
he is known." T. S. 



Died, Aug. 6th, 1871, Jambs Trumbull, of Northwood, Logan coun^ 
Ohio. 

Mr. Trumbull was born in Wilbraham, Mass., on the 25th of June, 1787, 
and was consequently, at the time of his death, something over eighty- four 
years of age. In early life he connected himself with the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, in Craftsbury, Vermont. He was there, after exercising for 
some time the office of deacon, chosen to that of ruling elder, the duties of 
which latter office he continued to discharge while he remained in that con- 
gregation. In 1850 he removed with his family to Logan county, Qhio, 
where again he was called to the function of ruler, first in the First Miami, 
afterwards in the Second Miami, in which congregation he was a ruling elder 
at the time of his decease. 

Mr. Trumbull was widely and favorably known in the church. Amid all 
tbd' shakings the church has experienced in these latter days ; amid defection 
from reformation and covenanted attainments, he stood firm as a rook. Pos* 
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sessed of an intelligent and well cultivated mind, he took the deepest interest 
in the affairs and public proceedings of the church. lie was distinguished 
for the manifestation of steady, earnest, consistent piety ; and his great con- 
cern was for the glory of God, and the prosperity and fidelity of the church. 
He was specially gifted in prayer, which was his delight, and in which he 
spent much time, communing with God, and entreating him to remember 
Zion, to surround her with his protection, and furnish her with all promised 
grace. The last year of his life was spent in feebleness and much affliction, 
but in believing resignation to the divine will. Till the last he continued to 
cherish undiminished attachment and devotion to the distinctive principles of 
the Eeformed Presbyterian Church, and died in the full faith of their scrip- 
tural character and ultimate triumph. He was punctual and conscientious in 
Ms observance of all the ordinances of God's house, where he found his high- 
est joy. Guileless and honest, true to his convictions, and eminently faithful 
to his principles, he was, by his example and counsels, helpful to others while 
he lived ; and by these, being dead, he yet speaketh. Having been faithful 
unto death, he has gone now to enjoy the crown of life. His loss is deplored 
by the good, but his work here was done ; and highly consoling is the reflec- 
tion that he has only left the church on earth to join the general assembly and 
chnrch of the firstborn, which are written in heaven. 

"Help, Lord, because the godly man doth daily fade away ; 
And from among the sons of men the faithful do decay/' Com, 

Died, of hemorrhage of the lungs, at his father's residence, on the 7th of 
September, 1871, John Mehaffy, Jr., aged 32 years. 

He was a member of the congregation of Kossuth, Iowa. Scarcely two 
years elapsed since the obituary of his wife appeared in the periodical. They 
have left two orphan children, cast upon the care of their grand-parents. The 
promise was no doubt brought home to the mind of their parent, when settling 
Mb earthly concerns : *^ Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive." 

The family, of which he was a member, has been sorely afflicted by the re- 
moval of so many of them by death, but He, who does all things well, will no 
doabt give the parents to realize the consoling.promise, that ^^ all things are 
working together for their good.'' He has left them, trusting in the Saviour 
and relying on his finished work ; and his latter end was peace/' K J. 

Died, of pulmonary consumption, on the 23d of November, 1871, Mrs. Janb 
Smith, aged 53 years, relict of the late Samuel Smith, both of Kossuth con- 
gregation. 

She was born at Menagher, parish of Aghadoey, near Coleraine, Ireland. 

She was brought up in the Presbyterian congregation of Mackoskin. . On 

coming to this country she and her husband joined the Eeformed Presbyterian 

Church in Philadelphia. A number of years ago they came west and joined 

this congregation, of which they were consistent members till death. She 

possessed a strong mind, marked by great decision of character and a strong 

attachment to religious principle. She was a constant attendant lipon religious 

ordinances when the state of her health would permit. She leaves an only 

son to mourn over his bereavement and feel his solitary and lonely situation. 

She dii not linger long in her affliction, but the insidious disease was at work 

some time before she was confined to bed. She manifested resignation to the 

diTine will, and firm trust in the infinite merits of an atoning Saviour. 

R. J. 
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Died, at his residence in Allegheny City, Pa., June 23(1, 1871, Samubl 
Black, in the 72d year of his age. 

The deceased was a native of County Down, Ireland, where he was born on 
the 12th of February, 1799. Baptized in the General Assembly Presbyterian 
Church, when he arrived at years of mature judgment, he publicly identi- 
fied himseU with the followers of Christ in that communion, and continued in 
its membership until he left the land of his birth to seek a new home in the 
western world. On coming to the United States and settling in Pittsburgh, in 
1841, he began to wait occasionally on the ministrations of Rev. Dr. Sproall, 
then pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny. For some time, however,, he was unable, though approving of 
many things, to give his assent to all the principles of a covenanted testimony; 
but at length, after a close and careful comparison of them with the teachings 
of Scripture, he became thoroughly convinced of their truth, and heartily 
embraced them. In his profession he continued steadfast and consistent, 
practically adorning it with a walk and conversation becoming the gospel. 
For several years previous to his death he was afflicted with a pulmonary af- 
fection which frequently confiued him to his chamber, but though oftentimei 
disposed to complain, he nevertheless discovered a spirit of patient resignation. 
During his last illness, which was of nearly three weeks' duration, he seemed 
to have the impression that he would not recover, yet his mind was singularly 
calm and unclouded, and he looked forward to his approaching end without 
fear or dismay. While acknowledging his unworthiness and guilt as a sinner, 
he knew in whom he had believed, and with childlike faith rested on the fin- 
ished work and perfect righteousness of Christ as infinitely sufficient to pro- 
cur 3 him pardon and acceptance. Shortly before his death he requested the 
covenant lately sworn and subscribed by Synod to be read to him, and his re- 
quest being complied with, he seemed much gratified, but had beconie too 
weak to express himself on the subject, and gradually sunk until his spirit 
passed away from '* the earthly house of this tabernacle/' to, as we believe, 
*^ a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens/' 
The deceased leaves a large family, all of whom are grown up ; two of his sons 
being in the ministry — one . in the pastoral charge of the R. P. congregation 
of Clarksbur J, Pa., and the other in that of a Presbyterian congregation in 
Mount Vernon, Iowa. His wife also .=^urvives him to mourn his loss, but not 
with the sorrow of those who have no hope ; " For. if we believe that Jesns 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will G-od bring 
with him." Com. 

Other obituaries on hand will be published in the order received. 
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Civil Government. An Exposition of Bom. 13 : 1-7. By the late Profenor 
J. M. Willson, D. D. 

This is a lucid and exhaustive exposition of the passage in the 
title, and at the same time an able exhibition and defence of Reform- 
ation principles on the subject treated of. We recommend it to our 
readers as especially seasonable now, when the duty of civil govern- 
ment in relation to Christianity is receiving a searching investigation, 
and when there is danger of some of the principles of our tesfimony 
being left in abeyance. The price is fifty cents. Address Rev. D. 
B. Willson, Allegheny, Pa. 



KEOEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 

1871. 
Dec. 28. " Deerfield," per Rav. J. W. SnrouU $10 

1872. 
Jan. 6. Jeanneth R. Allen, per Rev. J. Galbrailh 4 

" " Wm.S. Allen, " " *' ^ 1 

$15 
Daniel Euaver, Treas. 

RECEIPTS FOR BENEFIT OF THE WIDOW AND FAMILY 

OF REV. R. J. DODDS, D. D., DECEASED. 
1881. 
Dec. 28. Rec'd from R. McFarland, »f Mahoning cong., per Rev. 

S. O. Wylie $2 00 

1872. 
Jan. 6. From the 2d consr. of Boston, recently organized, per 

T. R. Semple-..^^ 68 53 

" 12. From Rev. T. A. SproiiU, New Alexandria 5 00 

" 18. From some members of Wilkin sburg cong., per Wm. 

Wills 17 00 

'* ** From S. McCready, of Spring Garden, Wis., per 

Wm. Wills 5 00 

William Brown, Treas, 
j|9*^6ceipts for Foreign Mission Fund crowded out. 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

CURRENT EXPENSES. 
1871. 

Dec. 23. Cedar Lake cong., per Rev. J. French $11 00 

" *' Albia cong., per Adam Orr 8 75 

1872. 

Jan. 1. 3d cong. New York, per A. McNeel ', 400 00 

" 2. Coldenham cong., per R. Fleming 8 38 

" «» W. S. Cready, Spring Green, Wis « 10 00 

«« " S. Black, int. in full, per Rev. J. Black 4 60 

" 3. P. & N. J. cong. librarv, per Rev. J. W. Sproull 11 15 

" 8. Miss Galbraith, New Concord, Ohio 1 00 

" 17. D. C. Faris, 12 00 

** " Brookland branch of B. cong., per A. Dodds 12 88 

" 18. William Rambo, int. col 6 90 

D. Gregg, Trcas,, 

99 Wood St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

MEMORIAL FUND SEMINARY BUILDING. 

1871. 

Dec. 18. Bethesda, R. C. Smith, per T. N. Faris $2 00 

" «* " Alex. Kerr, " 10 00 

«» «< " J. M. Ewing, " 20 00 

«« «* «< Mrs. Ann Ewing, »* , 10 00 

«« " «« Cash, " 20 00 

1872. 

Jan. 2. Walnut City, per Joseph Manners 20 00 

II II William S. McCready, Spring Green. Wis 10 00 

«' 8. Rev. C. D Trumbull 10 00 

" 17. J. B. Faris, Bethesda cong., per T. N. Faris 10 OO 

D. Gbsgo, Trwmjirer, 



FOKEIGN MISSION FUND. 

Walton cons: , N. Y., p(?r Edw. IMl. $8 70 

"VVinchj'htcr cnHij., Knii>a>, |.«*r K»*v. 11. l)t»wiiio. 28 '20 

Sc( tl:ir.d br^nrh ul Cfnoc«>cln'ami« cong., |i<ir Ji. A. 

Krnfri'w 5 CO 

R(Hh"St«'r coni,'., N. Y. j)er Tli<»s. S. Lynn 87 50 

S''C()nd Mihiiii cong., Ohi », per D.ivld iJoNd 43 50 

Brcokknd Crunch of Brook land co» g., p«T A. Dodds... 3o 04 

Clinrch Hill cong , 111 . piTSanjuid Elliwtt 28 00 

Lind Grov*^ c 'iig., per JUev. C D Truuibull 50 CO 

West Hi'bion cong., per J. T. Mahati'.y .•••• 3 50 

Rchoboih conir , lowa, per Wiiiyiin Martm 38 02 

Both(d cong./lll., p«'r Kev. D. S^' Faris... 02 05 

First Miami cong., Ohio per 6. P. Johihiion, $'J9, less 

expresi* ehaigi'Sy 40 ct?--. J m'taniount. 28 60 

28.. Stant'»M consr.. 111. per T Los. Drip pif '^5 00 

Miss Mary McKinnie, «>t'^outh Union ct»ng., Pa., addi- 
tional, per J. O. Dodds 2 10 

Doerficld, per Rev. S. O. Wylie .10 00 

S. C Central eong., Allegheny, per do. • 1 25 

Third c- ng., Th la., Kenfcingion, p»'r \V. Mchaltofi — 41 60 

Topsharii coi g., Vt., per S. A. Keanon 2:3 00 

J. S. Bell, Indianola, lowa, per Kev. T. P. Stevenson... 3 00 

Washington, Iowa, conjr, per J. M. Stevenson 15 00 

Coldenhftin cong.. jN. Y., per M. R. Fleming 25 00 

Mew Concord cong., Ohio, per Jas. McCartney .•••• 30 30 

Parnassus and Manchester cong , per K. C, HiU 20 00 

Jamo.-i AlcKniglit, of Second cong., Phila.. for the ex- 
})ress purpose of educating the native t-tudent named 

Yusuf, lor the gospel miriistry 100 CO 

First cong., city of New York, per James Spence — . — 135 00 

Pleasant Ridge cong , III., per R A. Redpath...- 10 75 

Allegheny cong., \» m. Mariin, Treas $100 00 

Society meetiog at the house of Jas. Best — 51 00 — 151 CO 

FOR THE (school IN THE MOUNTAINS. 

*' " Ladies' Mibsionary Society of do.. Miss Lizzie 

Boggs, Treasurer 50 GO 

*• «» Society meeting at house of J as. Best 51 00— 101 00 

Total, per Rev. D. B. Willson,.... 

" 8. Mrs. Lydia M. McKee, Lueesco, Pa , per A. Dodds.. 
" " Middleton society of Brookland Cong., ** ** 

" 9. J. S. Bell, Indianola, Iowa 

" 10. Salem cong., Pa U23 75 

" '* Female Missionary Society ot do., as balance, al- 
ter presenting; Mrs. Dodds $25 13 23 

»* " Mrs. Joseph Mellin, of Salem do. 40 00 
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Total per Rev. A. J. McFarland 77 00 

I^orlh Union cong.. Pa., Rev. J. Galbraith, per James 

Mirgee 29 00 

Female Missionary Society of Thira cong., Phila., per 

M. E.Maikin,Sr 30 00 

11. Middle W heeling cong.. West Va., per Alex. M. Orr. 18 OO 
Rev. Thomas Sproull, D. D. , his own personal contri- 
bution 50 00 

•« *» Piinceton cong., Ind.. per William Lawson 13 25 

*» John Mooney, of Princeton, per do 10 00 

12. Brooklyn cong., N. Y., per K. J. Culberi.. 100 00 

" New Alexandria and Greensburg cong., per Rev. T. A. 

Sprouil 53 00 

" 13, Clarinda cong., Iowa, per Alexander McKeown 20 00 

** 15. A friend to missions, Sandusky, N, Y 10 00 
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THE LATE OONVENTION. 

The General National Reform Convention met pursuant to the call, 
in Cincinnati, on the 31st of January. Two hundred and fifty dele- 
gates were present, representing ten States. The attendance during 
all the session was very large. The addresses, which were prepared 
with care, were listened to with marked attention. Even the lengthy 
and elaborately prepared address of Prof. Tayler Lewis, which, onac- 
count of his absence, was read, was, according to the published re- 
ports, ** well received." 

The presence of Mr. Abbott, editor of the/nrfea:, an avowed infidel 
sheet, published in Toledo, Ohio, gave spice to the proceedings. On 
the afternoon of the first day he presented a remonstrance against the 
object of the meeting, and requested the privilege of being heard. 
The remonstrance was referred to a committee. It was subsequently 
read and its author accorded the privilege he asked. Mr. Abbott is 
unquestionably a man of culture and ability. He appears to be can- 
did and sincere. His address was a forcible presentation of his views, 
and by many would be considered unanswerable. 

" I respect this movement very sincerely," he said in his introduc- 
tory remarks. " It seems to me to have the logic of ChriBtianity be- 
hind it, and if 1 were a Ohristian, if I believed. in Christianity, / do 
not see how I could help taking my stand at your aide" He believed 
those who were engaged in it were actuated by good motives : but he 
thought them mistaken and wholly ignorant of the ultimate conse- 
quences of the movement. The eflfect, in his opinion, inevitably would 
be first, *'to prevent all persons, except Christian believers, from hold- 
ing any ofiicd, civil or military, under the American gover»7ment.** 
"Tiiis state of things once established, the ' appropriate legislation ' 
by which the new policy must be sustained will necessarily involve the 
proscription and suppression of free thought, free speech, and a free 
press." "Persecution will grow like a cancer in the body politic just 
%o soon as the coveted inequality of religious rights once poisons its 
blood." Thus civil war will result. "I make no threat whatever, but I 
['State a truth fixed as the hills when I say that before you can carry 
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this measure and trample on the freedom of the people, you will 
have to wade through seas of blood." Finally, Christianity will suflFer. 
*• If I wished to destroy Christianity in this country by unscrupulous 
means, I should encourage your attempt in every way ; for the reac- 
tion you will create will open the eyes of millions to the fact that 
Christianity and freedom are incompatible/* 

Rev. A. D. Mayo, in his reply, denied that such consequences would 
flow from the adoption of this amendment by the national government, 
and confirmed his statement by the fact that ^^ the same declaration 
stands in almost every State constitution." It is in that of Ohio. 
*' It is easy to predict," he continued, *' what things will come to pasa 
in certain emergencies. Let us see what has actually been done by aa 
American State within the last fifteen years. After the rebellioik 
closed, the people of the State of Missouri met to form a new consti- 
tution. These were the loyal people of the State, more than hall 
German ; many of them of radical German tendencies in religioa « 
They were just out of a dreadful war, and knew better than any phi- 
losopher could tell them the dangers besetting a state. What die 
they say on this subject of religion ? They did two things. First; 
they put into the preamble of their constitution a more full acknowl- 
edgment of dependence in God than any state ; even thanked Goc 
for saving them from the rebellion ; and surely only God could hav< 
saved the State in that awful crisis of its life. In the solemnity of tha.1 
hour, coming up out of a sea of blood, even infidelity was awed tc 
silence, and the people cast themselves on Almighty God, Now did 
they go on, as the gentleman thinks they ought, and disfrauchise 
every man who didn't believe in God ? Why, they enfranchised the 
very rebels they thanked God for delivering them from ! Did they 
begin to persecute men who were not Christians ? Did the Catholic 
Church come to the front as our friend predicts it will under a govern- 
ment that endorses religion and God ? Why, that very constitution 
of Missouri contains the most tremendous guarantees of religious 
liberty that can be found in any State. It even forbids a religious 
corporation from investing or holding landed estate beyond a lot for a 
church, a school, a parsonage, and a cemetery, and specifies the 
amount of land to bo so held in a city. Evidently the people of 
Missouri didn't see the bugbear that frightens our prophetic friend 
from Toledo." 

We do not intend to make further extracts from the very excellent 
addresses delivered on the occasion. There is no necessity. The pro- 
ceedings will be published in full, and all who desire can have the op- 
portunity to peruse them for themselves. 

The following resolutions were adopted : i 

Resolved^ That the State, as a power claiming and exercising: supreme 
jurisdiction over millions of human beings, as the solemn arbiter of life and 
death, and as an educating power, has necessarily a moral character and ac- 
countability of its own. 

Resolved^ That it is the right and duty of the United States, as a lation 
settled by Christians, a nation with Christian laws and usages, and with 
Christianity as its greatest social force, to acknowledge itself, in its written 
constitution, to be a Christian nation. 
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Resolved^ That as the disregard of sound theory always leads to mischievous 
practical results, so in this case the failure of our nation to acknowledge, in 
its organic law, its relation to God and his moral laws, as a Christian nation, 
has fostered the theory that government has nothing to do with religion hut to 
let it alone, and that consequently State laws in favor of the Sabbath, Chris- 
tian marriage, and the use of the Bible in the schools, are unconstitutional. 

Resolved^ That we recognize the necessity of complete harmony between 
our written constitution and the actual facts of uor national life ; and we 
maintain that the true way to effect this undoubted harmony is not to expel 
the Bible and all idea of Grod and religion from our schools, abrogate laws 
enforcing Christian morality, and abolish all devout observances in connection 
with government, but tj insert an explicit acknowledgment of God and the 
Bible in our fundamental law. 

Resolved^ That the proposed religious amendment, so far from tending to a 
ttnioQof Church and State, is directly opposed to such union, inasmuch ad it 
recognizes the nation's own relations to God, and insists that the nation 
sfaoald acknowledge these relations for itself, and not through the medium of 
any church establishment. 



JESUS THE SAVIOUE OF HIS PEOPLE. 

BY JOHN BROWN, A. M., CASCADE, IOWA. 

"And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall 
save his people from their sins.'^ Matt. 1 : 21. 

Thb narrative, of which the text forms a part, records one of the most 
important events that ever this world beheld, or was ever contemplated 
by the heavenly hosts. We read that "the morning stars sang to- 
gether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy,'* on creation's natal 
day; but when the Father bringeth the first-begotten into the world, 
he saith, "And let all the angels of God worship him.*' Accordingly, 
when the angel announced the nativity of Christ to the shepherds in 
the plains of Bethlehem, " there was suddenly with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, **Glory to God 
in the highest (heavens), and on earth peace, good will toward men/' 

The mystery of the incarnation was the subject of ancient prophecy. 
"For unto us a child ia born," says the prophet Isaiah, "unto us a 
son is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder ; and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Obunsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." On this and similar prom- 
ises rested the faith of the ancient church. The saints of old looked 
forward to the coming of Jesus with feelings of the deepest interest. 
They longed for the promised deliverer ; they waited for the " consola- 
tion of Israel." Nor did they wait in vain ; for " when the fulness of 
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we mights 
receive the adoption of sons." " The Word was inade flesh, and dwelt- 
among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the onlj^ begotten 
of the Father) full of grace and truth." "Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise too]& 
part of the same ; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through > 
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fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." While Jo- 
seph was much perplexed in endeavoring to ascertain the path of duty, 
in the trying circumstances in which he was placed, '^ the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife : for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall save his people from their 
sins. 

Jesus is the Hebrew name of JosTiua^ with a Greek termination. It 
signifies a Saviour^ and the reason assigned for giving this name to the 
Redeemer is, because *'he shall save his people from their sins." 
Joshua was a type of Jesus, both in his name, and in his office. As 
Joshua saved the people of Israel out of the hand of their temporal 
enemies, and conducted them to the Canaan rest ; so Jesus saves his 
people from sin and death and hell, and brings them to the heavenly 
Canaan — the rest that remains for the people of God. Hence he is 
called the Saviour^ by way of eminence — ''A Saviour, and a great 
one." "Unto you is born this day, in the city of David," says the 
angel to the shepherds, "a Saviour^ which is Christ the Lord." 
" We know," say the men of Samaria to the woman who directed their 
attention to Jesus, "we know, that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world." "Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand,'* says Peter to the Jewish council, " to be a Prince and a 
Saviour.'' "And we have seen and do testify," says the apostle John, 
"that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." 

Those whom Jesus saves are here denominated " his people." " He 
shall save his people from their sins." The same appellation is applied 
to them by Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, — "Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and* redeemed his people,'' 
Luke 1 : 68. Now, it is evident from both these passages, that the 
objects of redeeming love are called "Az> people" prior to their sal- 
vation. They are not called his people in consequence of being saved ; 
but they are saved in consequence of being his people; they are his 
people in some sense before they are saved. 

1. They are his people by donation. They were given to him in 
the council of everlasting love. To this mysterious transaction Jesns 
himself refers in discoursing with the Jews : — "All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me : and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which 
hath sent me, that of all which he hath^ivewme, I should lese nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day." * Again, when solemnly 
addressing his Father in that most sublime prayer, which he offered in 
the immediate prospect of death, he makes mention of the same pre- 
cious truth. "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him." Having 
communicated eternal life to these in regeneration, he will keep the 
spiritual principle alive ; he will raise their bodies also from the grave, 
and present thom in full tale to the Father at the great day, saying, 
"Behold, I and the children, which God hath given me." John 6 : 
37-39 ; 17:2; Heb. 2 : 13. 
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2. They are his people by purchase. They had sold themselves for 
naught, and they were redeemed by him without money : — "not with 
corruptible thi.igs, as silver and gold ; but with the precious blood of 
Christ." They had become the bond slaves of Satan, and were led 
■;| cdptive by the devil at his will. There was no difference between them 
and others by nature. They were alike the children of disobedience 
and the children of wrath. Having rebelled against a holy God, they 
had exposed themselves to his just displeasure, and but for " the eter- 
nal purpose*' of grace, *' which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,*' 
they must have perished forever. But as the Father gave them to 
the Son' in the everlasting council to redeem, so, in that same council, 
the Son covenanted to become their substitute and surety. Their sins 
were accordingly imputed to him, and he endured the penalty, as if he 
himself had been the sinner. He thus paid the debt which they owed 
to the justice of God, and purchased them oflf from that wrath which 
was due to their sins. "The Son of Man," says he himself, "came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom 
dm noXXwv instead of many."^ Christ thus suffered in the place of his 
people, and procured their redemption by the price of his blood, as 
captives taken in war were wont to be redeemed by a ransom or price 
paid tor their liberty. Christ thus stood as their substitute and repre- 
sentative. "For the transgression of m7/ people vr as he striken," say8 
Jehovah. " Christ loved the church and gave himself for it," says 
the apostle. "The good shepherd gi^reth his life for the sheep,** says 
the Shepherd himself. Hence, Christ having purchased his people, 
the church is called "the purchased possession.** Matt. 20 : 28 ; Isa. 
53:8; Eph. 6:25; John 10:11. 

t5. They are his people by regeneration. "By nature they are the 

children of the devil, and ever would continue to be so for any thing 

they ever would or could do towards their own conversion. " Can the 

Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots ? Then may ye 

also do good that are accustomed to do evil.'* It is as much beyond 

the moral power of a sinner to change his heart, as it is beyond the 

natural power of the Ethiopian to change his skin or the leopard his 

spots. For the Ethiopian to change his skin or the leopard his spots 

is a natural impossibility. For the sinner to convert himself is a moral 

impossibility. But the moral impossibility is as absolute as the natural. 

What the sinner cannot do for himself, however, Jesus by sovereign 

omnipotent grace does for him. "As many as received him, to them 

gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 

his name ; which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God.'* "A new heart also will I give 

you,'* says God, "and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will 

take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 

heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 

walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them 

In this sense even those who were his people in the everlasti'jg council, 

are not his people till he makes them so by regenerating grace. "Which 

in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God ; which 

had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy." And the 
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grace thus bestowed in regeneration secures their interest in covenant 
love. "For Jehovah will not forsake his people for his great name's 
sake ; because it Lath pleased Jehovah to make you his people/* Jer. 
13:23; John 1:12,13; Ezek. 36:26,27; 1 Pet. 2:10; 1 Sam. 
VI : 22. 

4. They are his people by their own consent For though omnipo- 
tent grace is necessary to change the heart, yet Jesus forces no man 
to serve him against his will. No ; he renews the will — he makes his 
people "willing in the day of his power," and thus secures their cor- 
dial consent. " One shall say. I am Jehovah's ; and another shall call 
himself by tho name of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his 
hand unto Jehovah, and surname himself by the name of Israel." 
*' They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, 
Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah in a perpetual covenant, 
that shall not be forgotten." As he chooses them to be his people, so 
they choose him to be their God. His service is, therefore, a volun- 
tary service ; the sacrifices which they present are free-will offerings ; 
and he will accept of none-but such. Hence, as he claims them as his 
people, so they frankly avow the relation : '* We are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture." Psa. 110:3; Isa. 44 : 5 ; Jer. 60 : 6. 

In the text Christ is said to save his people from their sins. Jesus 
saves his people from, their sins in three respects. He saves them from 
the guilt of sin, he saves them from the pollution of sin, and he saves 
them from the consequences of sin. 

First. He saves them from the guilt of sin. This he does by the appli- 
cation of his blood and righteousness. When they believe the gospel, 
they are accepted in the beloved; Being washed in that blood which 
" cleanseth from all sin,'* and clothed in tho robe of his perfect right- 
eousness, they are no longer charged with sin. They are not only 
forgiven all trespasses, but they are proclaimed not guilty. Their 
sins are carried away by the anti-typical scape-goat into a land not 
inhabited. Christ has put away iheir sins by the sacrifice of himself, 
so that the conscience ceases to accuse. *'By one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified " — made those who believe 
in him "perfect as pertaining to the conscience," so that they have 
" no more conscience of sins." Heb. 9:9; 10 : 2, 14. 

Secondly, He saves them from the pollution of sin. This too was 
contemplated in the everlasting purpose. Though it was not his de- 
sign to save them because he foresaw their faith and holiness, yet 
neither was it his purpose to save them without these. They were 
"chosen from the beginning;" but it was ^^thrcugh sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the t/uth.*' They were " chosen in him before 
the foundation of the world ;" but it was that they "should be holp 
and without blame before him in love.''- They were "predestinated ;" 
but it was "to be conformed to the image of his Son.'* These two 
things, viz., pardon and holiness, are so inseparably linked together in 
the purpose of God, that the one cannot exist without the other. It is 
as true that "without holiness no -man shall see the Lord," as it is true 
that " by the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified in his sight.** 
Holiness is not the cause, but it is the proof oi our being his people; 
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for ^^ they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts.*' 

Finally, Jesus saves his people from the consequences of sin. These 
are very many and very bitter ; — many infirmities of body and mind, 
—many afflictions arising out of worldly circumstances and rela- 
tions, — death itself, and the pains of hell for ever. But from all these 
evil consequences Jesus saves his people. There is no anxiety, no 
sorrow, no sickness, no death in heaven. The inhabitants of that 
land shall not say, I am sick ; for the people that dwell there are forgiven 
their iniquities. " They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes." 



BABNES ON THE PSALMS. 

The very learned and amiable author of this work expresses in the 
preface his gratitude to God, for enabling him to finish these volumes, 
and so make a close to all his earthly labors, in the way of commen- 
tary on the Scriptures. His '' introduction " claims special attention, 
as containing much valuable matter. In reading some parts of it you 
would suppose him appreciating the Psalter at its proper worth ; and 
that he would sing the songs of Zion to the exclusion of everything 
else. He had no such idea, practically. 

Section sixth of this introduction is on the imprecations in the 
P%alms — a subject which gives him a world of perplexity, and he sets 
about the work of apologizing for them. 1. They indicate candor ; 
whether they mean good or ill. 3. Part of them may be regarded as 
prophetic ; but as this applies to only a part, it does not remove th 
difficulty "nor does it in fact even diminish it." 4. Some of the ex- 
pressions are a mere record of the feelings of others. The worshipper, 
of course, can easily get round thatpart. 6. David was a magistrate. 
It was bis business to dispense justice ; and so it was right in him to 
pray and praise ex officio ; and that relieves us of another part. 6. 
These expressions " are preserved to us as an illustration of human na- 
ture "vhen partially sanctified. " They are set up as beacons, to warn us 
off. It is rather unfavorable to this view, that they are in perfect sym- 
pathy with the souls beneath the altar — Rev. 6: 10. **And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth." 
19:3 — "And again they said, Alleluia, and her smoke rose up 
for ever and ever." **He shall bruise thy head." The typical idea is 
never brought up in this connection, yet it is the true idea of interpre- 
tation throughout the book of Psalms. Dr. Barnes does not admire the 
Ttpresentdtive principle, applied to Adam, first or second ; to David, or 
to the son of David. 

Five of the doctor's six solutions leave us in the darkness of human 
nature without shedding one ray on the subject in hand. I have re- 
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served his second solution for the purpose of giving it prominence* and 
will give it in his own words, for if that does not relieve us, it is so 
much the worse for the author of these Psalms : 

"2. It may be a fair subject of inquiry, how much of what is 
charged as wrong, harsh and vindictive, may be referred to the spirit 
of tho age in which the Bible was composed, and in which these men 
lived. * * * «ji[jp language which a Covenanter or a Puritan used 
may possibly have expressed no other internal emotion than would be 
expressed by the milder language which we should use; the rough words 
which the uneducated and the vulgar use, may express no other feel- 
ings than would be found to exist when the thoughts arc conveyed in 
the smooth tones, and the courtly phrases of those in the higher walks 
of life. TJiere may be as much bitter feeling beneath silk and satio, 
as beneath a dress made of the skins of wild beasts ; in the palace 
as in the wigwam. 2 Kings 1 : 8, Matt. 3 : 4, Heb. 11 : 37. * * * 
It is at least, a supposable case that the people of the future 
times may have conveyed to them as much in the records of 
our literature, and of our customs, which they will find it difficult 
to explain consistently with their notions of refinement, civil- 
ization and the spirit of pure religion as we recognize in the 
language of the Covenanters of Scotland, the Puritans of Eng- 
land, or ihe poetic effusions of the days of David. Let us be sure 
that we understand precisely what they meavt^ and exactly how our 
own spirit is better than theirs, before we condemn them.'* 

It is really strange that any man born since 1776 could nftisunderstand 
the English Puritans — " precisely what th^y meant,'* when they laid 
the head of Charles on a block, and chopped it ofi*. Covenanters, to 
be sure, are not so extensively known ; yet no man needs to misunder 
stand them unless he chooses. 

The work of Dr. Barnes is a very unsafe guide to the spirit of the 
Psalms ; while it may be very useful in giving finish to our ideas, 
gathered from other sources. His e;ye3 are so full of the patriarch 
David, long since dead and buried, that he sees but hp-lf the glory of 
that other David — the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel. Blos. 3:5. 
Jer. 30 : 9 ; c3: 15-26 ; Ezekiel 34 : 23, '.'4 ; Luke 1 : 32, 69-74. 

The fact is, that without these imprecatory Psalms — taken far pre- 
cisely what they mean — the church of Christ never did exist, never 
will exist, and never could exist in this sin-stricken world of ours; " but 
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory ; yes, that's precisely 
what they mean — " tee victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 

R. H. 
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THE OLD SCOTTISH PSALMODY. 

BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL. D. 

The subject of Hymnology has lately occupied much space in our 
religious newspapers. There have been Dr. Cuyler's rich criticisms, 
no little discussion in respect to Sabbath school poetry, and, withal. 
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something of a spicy controversy on the merits of that popular hymn, 
"Nearer my God to thee.*' Permission, therefore, may be reason- 
ably asked for a few words on another department, which has 
been wholly ignored or treated with contempt. Reference is had to 
the old Scotch Psalmody, still used by some churches in this coun- 
try, as it is by all the Presbyterian Churches in Scotland. It does 
not deserve the unworthy treatment it has received from some who 
have styled it " religious doggerel." Wo are compelled to say thia 
when we think of the strong Christianity — strong to act and strong 
to suifer — which has been nourished by that intensely scriptural style 
of devotional song which ignorance and prejudice are so much in- 
clined to undervalue. 

In these matters we are much influenced by association. The wri- 
ter has some very precious early recollections connected with this kind 
of church music, and the peculiar methods of exposition to which it 
gave rise. It was the custom to expound the psalm first selected ; and 
to an extent almost equal to that of a sermon itself. This would not be 
tolerated now, as it was practiced fifty years ago by those old worthies, 
the venerable Alexander Proudfit, of Salem, N. Y. ; the Rev. George 
Mairs, senior, of Argyle ; and Dr. Bullions, of Cambridge. Besides it 
could not be done with our indiscriminate hymnology. There is so lit- 
tle in it to expound, even in its best effusions; whilst in others the 
very attempt would but reveal the thinness and poverty of their ideas 
for the soul, though so harmonious to the ear, and so pleasing, some- 
times, to an undefined emotional sentimentality. A studied exegesis 
would only bring out their tautologies, their platitudes, the barren- 
ness of their superabounding epithets. It was not so with the Scot- 
tish version of the Psalms of David. With all its seeming uncouth - 
ness, the translation it gave was most trustworthy. It was the Scrip- 
ture itself on which the expounder was commenting. He could, there- 
fore, safely proceed upon the hypothesis expressed in the sacred word 
and often sung in their devotional service : 

" The words of God are words most pure ; they be like silver tried 
In earthen furnace, seven times that hath been purified." 

Take a specimen from the 103d Psalm. It is selected as vividly min- 
gling with some of those early and ineradicable associations: 

"O my soul bless God the Lord; and all that in me is 
Be stirred up his holy name to magnify and bless." 

Here there is no redundancy. Here every word is pure, every word 
is true, every word has a divine significance. The expounder could 
throw his soul into them ; the people could confidentially follow — get- 
ting into their hearts the rich melody of the thoughts before uttering 
them in song. Besides the lesson of gratitude, or the direct practical 
instruction, there were other ideas, lofty, profound, and suggestive. 
In the Psalmist's address to his soul there is the wondrous mystery of 
the human duality — the inner and the outer man. In the mention of 
God and his holy name there is no tautology, no empty parallelism. 
One refers to the very being of Deity, the other to everything in na- 
ture or in grace by which God is made known, or his glory mani- 
fested. 
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<'A11 thine iniquities who doth most graciously forgive ; 
Who thy diseases all, and pains, doth heal and thee relieve." 

God's forgiveness and his healing mercy : the graciousness of both ; 
the bodily a type of the spiritual salvation — such were the topics — not 
far-fetched, surely, but a true "opening of the word," regarded as di- 
vinely given for human study and the intelligent utterance of human 
praise. It was a standing rule of exposition that the lower or tempo- 
ral salvation spoken of did not exhaust the significance of the lan- 
guage. Its sublime glow, which even the superficial reader can hardly - 
fail to see, was evidence of something greater there. It was not an ar- 
bitrary '^ double sense," but a mounting sense^ an ever-rising, ever-ex- 
panding sense, having its base on earth, but reaching far above, carry- 
ing us ever from " the tabernacle" to the " holy hill," from the earthly 
temple to that '^ house of God" in which healed souls should " dweU 
for evermore." " If I may but touch the hem of his garment I shall 
be made whole." The words refer to a temporal evil ; but, if uttered 
in a right faith, they embrace the whole essence, the whole "healing 
virtue " of the great Christian salvation. . 

.With Bible ever in hand, the people followed their spiritual guide, 
as he made every separate verse and word an occasion for directing 
them to analogies in every part of the Scripture. It was a method of 
keeping the whole Bible ever before them — its historical, its super- 
natural its ritual, its devotional ever in connection with the percep- 
tive and the doctrinal. 

Hence, arose a peculiar language, which appears most prominent in 
their peculiar psalmody : The House of God, the People of God, the 
Chosen of God, the mighty works of God in his dealings with them. 
Under this head there comes up a reminiscence of the Rev. George 
Mairs, the elder, and of his manner of expounding the 114th Psalm : 

** When Israel out of Egypt went, and did his dwelline change; 
AVhen Jacob's house went out from those that were of language strange.'' 

Here, of course, the spiritual interpretation was prominent ; the Egyp- 
tian bondage, the spiritual slavery ; the Egyptian dialect of the world ; 
the new and heavenly speech of the redeemed. But these topics did 
not shut out the fair attention due to the historical exegesis and the 
poetical sublimities of the passage. They were dwelt upon with 
all fidelity, and without any of that fastidiousness with which some 
might now regard its strange comparisons, or its most daring apos- 
trophe : 

*^ Like rams the mountains, and like lambs the hills skipped to and fro. 
O sea, why fled'st thou? Jordan back why wast thou driven so ?" 

some may smile at this. It may be spoiled for them by fantastic as- 
sociations. It was not so, however, with the men — most pious, learn- 
ed, and intelligent, men, like Erskine, Witherspoon and Chalmers — 
who listened to or who taught this exegetical psalmody. They were 
at home in the scriptural figures. They had no need to change rams 
into fallow deer, or skipping lambs into gazelles, even if that would 
seem to help its picturesqueness or its euphony. They were not 
shocked by that bold apostrophe, so faithfully versified : 

** Sea, why fled'st thou? Jordan back why wast thou driven so ?" 
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The abrupt inversion only gave it the greater power, and prepared the 
tetter for the sublime answer that follows : 

" Oh I at the coming of the Lord, earth tremble thou toiih fear,** 

It is not a tautology, but an attempt to render the Hebrew hhuU, de- 
noting a convulsive shuddering. It is the awe of Nature at the ap- 
pearance of her Lord, her shrinking dread of " him who sitteth on 
the great white throne, from whose face the earth and heaven flee 
away, and there is found no place for them/' It was in this manner 
that the great Bible ideas, facts and images were ever kept before the 
minds of the people. And thus was there trained up a peculiar class 
of Bible Christians, having a knowledge of the Scriptures the like of 
which is not now acquired from the best teachings of the modern pulpit. 
The rich instruction ended, then *' sang they to the Lord and made 
•joyful noise." From young and old went up the strain, borne on 
the notes of the quick-ascending " Mear,*' or of the waving " St. Mar- 
tin's," or the swelling " Dundee,*' or in the majestic movements of 
"Winchester" and " Old Hundred." Or was it a psalm of Zion's 
desolations ; then did it rise mournfully in the minor modulations of 
the wailing "Bangor," or of the '* plaintive Martyrs, worthy of the 
name." To the ear laid close there might have seemed discords in the 
tremolo of the old man's quavering voice, or in the sharp note of the 
' child; but in its blended fulness it rose smooth and glorious, because 
' heneath it all there lay the deep *' fundamental bass," the " music in 
the heart unto the Lord, as they thus sang his praises with the spirit 
and with the understanding." 

In this old Scotch version there are, doubtless, not a few unmusical 
lines. Its frequent division of ti'07i into two syllables, its quaint and 
Bometimes inadmissible inversions, may excite surprise, or even make us 
smile; but they are very far from justifying that epithet which has so 
basely been applied to it. It still challenges respect for its substan- 
tial Hebrew strength, its exhibition of the grand Hebrew thought, and 
as a medium of that biblical form of praise for which no other can be 
an adequate substitute. Another feature is its clear objectiveness, or 
the striking contrast it presents to that extreme subjectiveness which 
ttakes much of our most modern hymnology so feeble, because so 
vague. The former has ever some glorious outward object, or idea, 
drawing the soul out of itself. Even the expression of individual 
misery, or of individual joy, is connected with some real outward ca- 
lamity, or some real outward deliverance, driving the soul to earnest 
prajer or rousing it to rapt thanksgiving. Hence, the difference of 
phraseology and the objective terms before alluded to as peculiar to 
the one species of pious song. The other is characterized either by a 
wholly subjective rapture, or by a continual moaning, a continual self- 
questioning about inward frames and feelings. Take for a few exam- 
ples the hymns beginning : 

** I love to steal awhile away." 

" Far from the world, O Lord, I flee." 

" I am weary of straying, O fain would I rest." 

** There is an hour of calm repose." 

Very sweet and soothing are such hymns at times. They may be 
channels, too, of grace ; but how different from thoae mox^ ^W\^\sJcj 
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strains which the Scriptures give us ; how diflFerent, too, from any 
conception we can form of the hymns that Paul and Silas most proba- 
bly sang at midnight in the jail of Philippi. 

This subjective solitariness, so inconsistently loquacious, often, in 
its minute recitals, pervades many of the hymns sung as fjtvorites in 
our churches ; but it is very much the same as though each individual 
worshipper were singing them at home, in his own parlor or study. 
Very tender and touching are they ; but there is in them no ** com- 
munion of saints/' They are not in the style of Scripture. They 
give us none of those great ideas of the people and the city of the 
Most High which have ever been the accompaniments of a strong 
Christianity. But listen now to the silver trumpet of Zionin one of 
her glorious " Songs of Ascension *' : 

" I joyed when to the house of God go up, they said to me. 
Jerusalem, within thy gates our feet shall standing be. 
Now, for my friends' and brethren's sake, peace be in thee I'll say ; 
And for the house of God our Lord, I'll seek thy good alway." 

Again the divine security of this chosen people — how much betiet 
is it expressed than in the feeble plaints with which we might compare 
it? 

" They in the Lord that firmly trust shall be like Zion hill, 
"Which at no time can be removed, but standeth ever still. 
As round about Jerusalem the mountains stand alway, 
The Lord his folk doth compass so from henceforth and for aye." 

The selfish individual joy and ^rief lose themselves in these allusions 
to Zion and her sons. Therefore it is that the best of our hymns, 
such as 

" I love thy kingdom, Lord," 

have it for their chief merit that they are mainly paraphrases of this 
glorious Scripture language. 

But let us make a clearer contrast by means of the popular hymn 
before alluded to — "Nearer, my God, to thee." We would not join 
in the censure that one ha^ pronounsed upon it for not having the 
name of Christ. It may, however, be more justly said that the " near- 
ness to God ** is not sufficiently recognized as itself the divine drawing. 
It is the soul looking to itself, talking to itself, dreaming to itself ; the 
objective dream of Jacob made subjective by being dreamed over again : 

** Darkness comes over me. 
Daylight all gone ; 
Yet in my djjeams I'd be ., 

Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee." 

Very beautiful, very touching ; but all f^om within. Its cross is the 
soul's sorrow, something borne instead of bea'^'hg. This is a scrip- 
tural use of the word, indeed; but it is not ihe cross of Christ, the 
objective cross, the great uplifted sign to which all must look who 
would be healed of the deadly serpent's bite. Equally subjective Is its 
*' house of God,'* built from itself: 

" Out of my stony griefs 
Bethel I'll raise." 
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This self-contemplation — or introspection, rather-^is carried along 
even in its lofty soarings : 

I ** SuD, moon, and stars forget, 

Cleaving the sky.*' 

This was written by a pious as well as a gifted soul. We must, there- 
fore, suppose that there was present to it the mediatorial feeling, at 
least; if not the expressed idea. For without it, surely, it would be 
but an Icarian flight, thus to approach, on self-made waxen wings, the 
burning Sun of Righteousness. 

Now turn we to a strain similar in its leading thought, but from that 
older psalmody in which the Christian soul will ever find something 
for all its wants. It is from the once desponding author of the 63d 
Psalm — the man "whose feet were almost gone, whose steps had well 
nigh slipped." He was falling into an abyss of skepticisim in respect 
to the divine providence ; he was confounded by the prosperity of evil 
men, until he learned wisdom by going into the sanctuary of God. 
Such was his method of approaching the Infinite Help, and this was 
the way in which a sense of the adored presence affected his soul : 

" Yea, surely it is gt'od for me that I draw near to Qod, 
In God I trust, that all thy worl/s I may declare abroad. 
Thou with thy counsel whilst I live, wilt me uphold and guide. 
And to thy glory afterward receive ine to abide. 
"Whom have I in the heavens high, but thee, O Lord, alone? 
And in the earth, whom I desire besides thee, there is none. 
My flesh and soul both faint and fail, but God doth fail me never ; 
Ifor of my heart he is the strenght, my portion sure forever." 

It is the most lowly dependence — a seeking to get hold of the hand 
that holds us. (See Philip. 8: 12, in the Greek.) This is expressed 
in another verse, more irregular than the rest, notwithstanding a few 
slight emendations ; 

" Nevertheless, continually, O Lord, am I with thee; 
By my right hand, lest I should fall, secure thou boldest me." 

The question is left with the reader. But the writer would not 
shrink from expressing the opinion that there is something unsound in 
that religion which would prefer the popular hymn to the ancient 
psalm, even in a rhythmical dress so plain as that which is given in 
this old Scottish version. — Independent. 
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rOREIGN MISSIONS. 
In our last issue we acknowledged the receipt of a letter from Miss Dodds, 
cootainicg the gratifying intelligence of the safe arrival of the missionaries. 
Since then the chairman of the Board of Foreign Missions has fowarded to 
ns for publication the following interesting letter from Mr. Galbraith, written 
some days later, and containing a more detailed account of the journey. 

Latakiykh, December 21st., 1871. 

Rev. S. 0. Wylib : Dear Sir — The long journey has ended in a 
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safe arrival. We have renewed reason of thanksgiving to the Father 
of mercies who has thus far blessed us beyond our highest hope. Miss 
Thompson has reached Alexandria in good spirits, and our little band 
here are in the enjoyment of usual health. He doeth all things well 

The first step, in coming to Syria, has been the most difficult. It 
was hard, very hard, to leave Sterling, when the surroundings were ss 
pleasant, and the field of labor so inviting. The great struggle waste 
turn from a work in which the heart was engaged. This decided, 
everything else was a matter of course. The farewell in Lisbon, North 
and South Union, and in Pittsburgh, seemed to be of a personal rather 
than of a public character. The meetings in Philadelphia, Newburgh 
and New York were public meetings in behalf of the mission. The 
meeting in New York was the farewell meeting ; for this reason, among 
others, that it had the parting words. I had imagined that the hardest ^ 
hour would come when steaming away from the harbor of New York. ; 
But the joy of ending a wearisome waiting, and taking a direct step to i 
the scene of our future labors, dispelled everything like sadness. The "^ 
only tear shed was one, not of grief, but of gratitude, for the affec- 
tionate interest taken in the holy cause of missions by those men and 
women who left their homes and places of business to accompany us ~ 
as near as possible to the sea. I wish to record my debt of gratitude 
for the thoughtful kindness of Mr. Walter T. Miller, and his assist- 
ance in regard to an outfit ; for the personal interest of Mr. O'Neill, 
also a member of the Foreign Mission Board ; to Mr. Hugh Cheyne, 
of the Brooklyn congregation, who presented eaeh of the ladies with 
Singer's well-known sewing machine ; and to mant/ others whose pres- 
ence and kindly words evinced an interest equally deep and real in the 
good work of making known to the heathen the salvation of our God. 
Just befor J sailing I received a copy of Lange's Life of Christ, in six 
volumes, sent by Dr. Hall — a kind remembrance, indeed. We enjoyed 
Mr. Caldwell's company and counsel across the Atlantic, and were in 
Liverpool but a short time till we met Mr. Peoples, whose kindness to 
our mission is well known. The Sabbath in Liverpool brought us face 
to face with Rev. B. McCuUough, who preached there to an attentive 
audience. 

The Cunard company dealt kindly with us, sending us in a direct 
boat to Alexandria, giving us a passage of twelve days instead of 
twenty by the usual steamer. Our baggage also was sent through free 
from New York to Alexandria. This saved a great deal of trouble in 
transferring the baggage from one ship to another. It also spared the 
inconvenience of the custom-house examination. Our vessel made 
a short call at Malta, and on the twelfth day landed us at Alexandria. 
We soon found Bro. Strang, of the U. P. Mission, whose hospitality 
we enjoyed till we sailed for Latakiyeh. Alexandria brought us in . 
contact with an Arabic speaking people. It was an introduction to { 
another world. The clothing and speech of the natives are proofs of 1 
another state of being. The flowing garment bound below the knee 
enabled us to understand better than ever before how a prophet could 
rend his clothes. The scenes on every side force upon the mind the 
conviction that the Bible was written where it claims to have been 
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written, and in a social condition widely different from our western 
civilization. We find the plants and animals of the Bible, horses and 
camels, goats and donkeys. The stranger no sooner lands at Alexan- 
dria than he is besieged by the donkey boys after the fashion of the 
New York hackmen. The thought of riding is a great humiliation, and 
will at first be rudely dismissed. But it is soon noticed that such 
a ride is attended with no dishonor or loss of dignity. Even an 
American brigadier general can enjoy the luxury — a case of which 
came under my own observation. 

Men of almost every nationality are found in Alexandria. The 
money of perhaps every nation in Europe is found here. Pounds and 
'fM shillings, francs, the coins of German j, Russia, India and Turkey. 
The coin of the latter, with its three kinds of piastres, adds no little 
to the confusion. You pay in French money, and may get change in 
rupees, or you give shillings and receive Russian money. This gives 
a place to " the changers of money sitting," which are very numerous. 
Some of them by this means secure a large portion. When you ask 
the price of anything, they say, " Just what you like," or more gen- 
srj erously still, "It is yours.*' It seems to be part of their religion to 
dieat foreigners. Their manner of cheating reminds me of the lan- 
guage of the children of Heth to Abraham in reference to the cave 
which he desired to purchase for a sepulchre. One of these Arabs asked 
four shillings for his assistance, agreed to do it for one, and when it 
was ffiven demanded stx for his services. One was so modest as to ask 
ten shillings for rowing us &om the shore to the ship, which he was 
accustomed to do, and would gladly do, for a few cents. The tops of 
the houses are generally flat and enclosed by a stone wall. They af- 
ford retirement, and nothing could be more natural than for Peter to 
iiii seek the house-top for prayer. No wonder Christ said to his disciples, 
yeul " Salute no man by the way," for the salutations are simply endless. 
e ::l They have to be performed at each meeting, even if that should be 
« -A twenty times a day. The practice is utterly inconsistent in a case of 
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urgency. Such infinite palaver destroys self-respect, and excites 
uimiogled disgust. Here, as in our own land, noise is the equivalent 
of genuine feeling. 

It is no slander on the winter in Alexandria to say that it is moder- 
ate. The heavy overcoats that were necessary to protect from the 
cold winds of the Atlantic are useless. The sun is so warm that one 
feels refreshed in coming into the house. We had green peas and wild 
peas, and the oranges were just in season. The fruits are a good test 
laiii ^f climate. 

Iriii We took a Russian steamer for Latakiyeh — the Juno, in which Mrs. 
Uvl Dodds^nd her children were conveyed to Alexandria on their return. 
$ i/ The Russian sailors are perfectly quiet in pulling ropes, so unlike the 
singing, groaning English, or the noisy Arabs. The Bible method of 
computing time is still found in the East. The Arabs count from sun- 
file to sunset. An Arab was showing his watch, and he had 8:40, 
when, according to our reckoning, it was 2:40 — this the ninjth hour, 3 
P.M. 
We anchored at Joppa on a heavy sea. The receiving and dis- 
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charging of passengers and freight, were fearful, next to impossible. 
It recalled in a most forcible manner the verse in Jonah, " The men 
rowed hard to bring the ship to land but could not, for the sea wrought 
and was tempestuous against them/' 

We called at Beirout in a storm and did not go ashore. The shi 
anchored at Tripoli early in the morning of the 14th of December. 
The rolling of the ship was worse then than during the rudest storm 
which wo met on the Atlantic. Here we waited forty hours before 
the ship could attend to her cargo. It should be remembered that 
there are no docks on these coasts. If these ports were under the 
control of a progressive government, ships would ride safely in com- 
modious harbors. My great anxiety was that a heavy sea would pre- 
vent our landing at Latakiyeh, and we would be taken to Iskanderun, 
a. place abounding in fever, where we should be compelled to stay two 
weeks, without being able to speak a word, or understand a word 
spoken. But our fears proved groundless, for very early on the 
morning of the 16th, just six weeks since we left N.ewYork, I was 
aroused by the steward saying Latakiyeh. The day was breaking, 
and Latakiyeh presented a better appearance than any of the towns oori 
the coast. It is the land of the fig and the vine, the olive, the lemon^ 
and the orange. The last three clothe Latakiyeh in a mantle of per 
petual green. The place is on a gradually rising slope from the sea. ■»" 
The olive trees are numerous and present the appearance of an orchard 
in the summer season. The hill behind the city is planted with the 
evergreen olive. The eye falls upon a few tall minarets, but the first -'■ 
building that fixes the attention is the mission building. It presents 
a fine appearance from the sea. Placed on a gently-rising slope, it 
has a commanding position. But wo were soon in a row-boat making 
for the shore. A boat approached, a few words were spoken in Arabic, 
and Dr. Metheney stepped into our boat. Passing the baggage 
through the custom-house was the work of hours, but it was pushed 
through before we took time to eat. Mr. Beattie's gray head and 
beard give him a patriarchal appearance. He was soon present to give 
us a hearty welcome. In the evening we had prayer meeting in Eng- 
lish. It was a sufficient reward for our long journey. It was indeed 
a drawing near to God. The contrast between the irreligion of the r 
sea-faring men, and the mingling of Christian families in the worship r 
of God, is itself a most triumphant proof of the goodness of the cause L 
for which we have left home and friends to sojourn in this land. After K 
tea I heard the natives join in singing at family worship. What could > 
be more affecting to a pious heart, than to see those, who but a few 
years ago had not heard of the name of Jesus, praising the name of ' 
God by the use of his precious word ! While we were thus engaged, 
Miss Crawford was praying with her Fellahin girls. On Sabbath Mr. 
Beattie preached to forty-nine natives, who were quiet, attentive and 
respectful. 

We have made a beginning in the study of Arabic, but have been 
unable to secure a house. At present we occupy a room kindly offered ; 
us by Mr. Beattie. The trials of the pioneers of this mission are be- 
yond all conception. They have labored, and we are entering into 
the fruits of their labor. But I must close this long letter. 
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Pray for us that our faith fail not. *' Ye that make mention of the 
jord, keep not silence, and give him no rest till he establish and till 
le make Jerusalem a praise in the earth." My kind regards to all. 
VIr. Beattie wishes to be remembered in kindness. Anna sends re- 
2^ards. Let us hear from you. The mission is prospering. I must 
know its affairs before writing particularly. 

Yours truly. S. R. Galbraith. 



Dr. Stevenson, of New York, sends us for publication the following inter- 
esting missionary items, taken from a letter lately received from Mr. Beattie : 

Mr. Beattie has a class of three Theological students, promising 

young men, preparing for the ministry. 

A convention was held a short time since, at Abrih, Mount Lebanon, 

;of all the Arabic speaking Presbyterian Missions — Mr. Beattie, of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church. This convention prepared and 
adopted a translation of the Shorter Catechism, which is now au- 
thorized by, and acceptable to all the Arabic speaking Presbyterian 
Missions. It is composed of the translation made by the late Dr. 
Dodds, and a translation formerly published. What was considered 
imperfect in each was rejected. There will now be only one edition of 
the Catechism in all the Missions. 

The mission schools this autuccn had opened prosperously. An in- 
crease of pupils in Miss Crawford's school ; and the Mission had been 
constrained to increase the number of boarders. There are, for this wi n- 
ter, not less than forty-five persons to be boarded, at the expense of 

Ithe Mission. This will require increasing liberality on the part of the 
chiirch. Every friend of the Mission must do his best, otherwise 
:. much that has been gained will be lost. 



THE OHUEOH IN THE WEST. 

Pacific Coast. — What of the Pacific Coast ? And can nothing be 
jj^icne by our church on that cotst? Is it really impossi ble for our 
church to establish herself there? Are the people so utccr y given up 
to the service of the devil that there is no hope of reforming them 
Or any part of them ? Such are some of the questions which seem 
to bo suggested by the recalling of your missionary, and some brief 
^^ notices" with regard to him and his summer's explorations in the 
*'far west.'* 

To such inquiries I reply: Yes, I have no doubt that something can 
be done there by the Covenanter Church. But there is a great deal 
of difference between looking for results, and doing something. What 
would be thought of the farmer who would sit in his door, or look 
out of his parlor window over his broad acres, all grown over with 
briers and thorns, who never applied the axe to the root of the trees, 
the scythe to the bramble, the plough to the sod or the seed to the 
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soil ; and yet as the seasons come and go, would lament that bid ga^ 
ners were not filled with wheat, nor his presses bursting forth with win^ 
A man would be considered foolish who pronounced the soil barren be- 
cause it does not produce without cultivation or seed. And to expect 
Covenanters without great efibrt and culture is an illusion with whicl 
I, for one, am not troubled. 

True, the work would require entire consecration on the part of him 
who undertook it. No fat flock in fat pastures with well-grown fleecei 
awaits his arrival. Nor did ever such await the pioneer. He alwiiyi* 
labors and others enter into his labor. Nor are the people so much 
worse than on the eastern coast. Life is safer, and municipal govern- 
ment better in San Francisco than in New York City. TheN 
people are no exception to the old and true adage, that *^ human na*. 
ture is ever the same." i 

I believe almost every creed, profession and nationality is represent- ! 
ed on that coast. This I consider an argument in favor rather than ' 
against Taboring in that field. 

The grave question with some of the best citizens of California is, 
shall we be able to Americanize and Christianize that vasttide of heathea 
emigration that comes surging upon our shore, or will they heatheiH 
ize us and our institutions. 

Our ''clear-headed antagonist" wisely applauds the "National Re- 
form Association," for not waiting to Christianize India while eoir own. 
nation is anti-Christian. 

We have a few in California who still adhere firmly to reformatioiir 
principles, and refuse to drift with the current, but they are scattered, 
just as might be expected of sheep having no shepherd. An evan- 
gelist who would go through the country and preach the truth as it 
is in Jesus, would no doubt find honest Christians who would gather ■ 
round his standard. The field, if cultivated, must be labored (I ap-i 
prehend) juat about as Western Pennsylvania (for instance) wastwen* 
ty-five, thirty or forty years ago, when Rev. James Blackwood extend- 
ed his labors over a field where now more than half a dozen flourishing 
congregations are established. 

But the church has a great weight to lift, both at home and abroad. 
Money comes scantily into the Home Mission treasury, and morewwJi 
are needed for the great ripening harvest. Had the church men and.^ 
means at her disposal, she should, without question (in my mind), cal 
tivate her own fair " far west " before any foreign field. D. C. M. 



INDIANAPOLIS OflUEOH PEOPEETY-HOW DISPOSED OF. 

In answer to the question, " What has become of the Indianapolis 
church property," I trust the following will be satisfactory : 

The first cost of our church property in the city of Indianapolis 
was six thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars ( $6,750), two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-one ( $2,751 ) dollars of which were 
contributed by Covenanters, to whom, when I started out to collect, I 
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yave the following pledge, written on the first page of my subscription 
book : 

• 

" I hereby bind myself, my heirs, administrators, or assigns, 
according to all the forms of law, to either have a house erected for 
worship in the city of Indianapolis, and legally secured to the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, or refund to the original donors all the 
moneys given me for that purpose. Witness my hand and seal this 
7th day of July, 1865. John Crozier. [l. s.]" 

This pledge I fully redeemed. The house was *' erected," and by 
me legally secured to the trustees of Indianapolis congregation, and 
the whole church also, by a good warranty deed. When the congre- 
gation was organized, my claim upon the church property for money 
borrowed on my own individual responsibility, and invested in the 
church and lot, was twenty-two hundred and sixty-nine dollars and 
seventy-nine cents ($2,269.79), one thousand dollars ($1,000) of 
which claim I, soon after the organization, received from the Board of 
Church Extension, and when the waters of Marah came upon us, five 
hundred dollars more of this claim for borrowed money were submerged 
aud became to me an entire loss. The balance of my claim was se- 
cured to me by a bond and mortgage upon the property. The whole 
property was by an act of the Synod at Newburgh committed to the 
Illinois Presbytery, and the Presbytery has, by its trustee, to whom a 
legal deed was made, sold the property for thirty -nine hundred and 
one ( $3,901 ) dollars, taking in part payment a house and lot in the 
city, valued at twenty-five hundred ($2,500) dollars, the balance 
on time and interest. My bond and mortgage are now cancelled by 
notes upon the purchaser. Having bought and built in war times, 
when prices were almost fabulous, and sold in times of great pecuniary 
depression, I think Presbytery's trustee has made a good sale, and 
compared with our Missions in Hay ti, Fernandina, Natchez, and Wash- 
ington, the loss to the church is more nominal than real, being only 
eight hundred and fifty ( $850 ) dollars. The debt upon the property 
' is all cancelled, and as prices are now lower than when we built, there is 
enough left to erect as good a church as the one we sold, in some other 
part of the city, where some thought we should have built at the first. 
it is to be hoped that the seed sown in the Indianapolis field may yet 
germinate, and the faithful few who have not forsaken the "assembling 
of themselves, together'* for social worship may, with Presbytery's fos- 
tering care, aided by the house rent to supply them with preaching, 
yet have a church, and one to go in and out before them as the shep- 
herd and bishop of their souls. " Is anything too hard for the Lord ?" 

John Crozier. 

Indiattapolis, January 29th, 1872. 
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Letters lately received from the missionaries in Syria, announce 
the safe arrival of Mr- Martin, the missionary sent out by the 
Church in Ireland. 

The Committee on Presbyterial Queries, Rev. S. Bowden, chair- 
man, was omitted in our mention last month of committees to report at 
next meeting of Synod. 

Thb sacrament of the supper was dispensed in Lake Reno congre* 
gation by iiev. R. Hutcheson, on Sabbath, January 2l8t. There was' 
an accession of sixteen members, eight by examination and eight bj- 
certificate. Three adults were baptized. A call was moderated in favor 
of D. C. Faris. 

Tub First coogre^atioa, Bosboa, engaged in coveaaniing with great uaa- 
nimify on Sabbath, January 2 1st. It was one of the most delightful winter 
days ever wilDessed in these parts, which contributed in no small degree to 
the comfort of the people. It was a season of deep spiritual interest and 
earnest dealiog with God. It was felt by all to be an important event in our 
history, to be the begioniDg of prosperiiy such as we have not yet ebj^iyed. 
Our peculiar cipcumstaoces made it a time of great peace and unity, such as 
is rarely enjoyed by aoy congregation ; there was not a single discordant 
element or incident to disturb the brotherly peace and harmony which pre- 
vailed, or to mar the full tide of spiritual joy. Among the covenanters was 
one 72 years of age; this was his first communion. Our contribution to the 
" Memorial Fund'' is $565, which we expect to considerably increase before 
the meeting of Synod. ''The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof 
wo are glad." f 

In Lake Eliza congregation $103 have been subscribed for the 
Memorial Building Fund ; in Ramsey congregation, Canada, $114.10, 
and in Bovina congregation $600. 

Some time ago we received from a friend a communication present- j 
ing the claims of Wilkinsburgh as a suitable place for the location ol\ 
the Seminary Memorial building, and containing a statement of tha/i 
generous offer of James Kelly, Esq., of a lot upon which to erect it. x 
As it then appeared probable that the committee appointed by Synod .] 
would soon decide definitely on a location, and as, in case Mr. Kelly's 
offer was not accepted, dissatisf iction might possibly arise and the effort ^■ 
to raise the $20,000 be crippled, we concluded not to insert it, butsim-* 
ply to publish the action of the committee and do what was in our power /I 
to co-operate in raising the money necessary to erect the building. The j 
committee, however, has not come to any decision, and will not, in all! 
probability. The subject will, most likely, be referred to Syn6d, when 
claims of different localities will be fully presented. In view of this, we 
have concluded to publish the communication already referred to, and.; 
also one subsequently received from Rev. S. Bowden, "Chairman oJF the , 
Committee for the Eastern Presbyteries," relating to the offer of* 
$10,000, made by a responsible party in Newburgh. We add, in pass- 
ing, that another proposition has been made to the committee by par- 
ties in Rochester, N. Y., by which a building, large, pleasantly located, 
and ready for immediate use, can be obtained at a reasoniable cost. 
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YORK OONGREGATION AND ITS NEW OHUROH. 

The congregation of York was organized in the year 1825, by the 
election and ordination of James Guthrie, senior, James Guthrie, jun- 
ior, James Milroy and James Cullings, as ruling elders. We have 
three elders of the same name tQ day, two, James Guthrie and James 
Milroy, the sons of the second and third above named, and the third 
the last named of our first elders, who remains with us in the active ex- 
ercise of the duties of his office. It is his great happiness to have 
seen the congregation organized, the first church built and filled with 
worshippers, the second church built, opened for public worship arjd 
■paid for; and what is very remarkable, in acountry so given to change, 
his four sons and two dau^jhters, his sons-in-law, and his daughters-in- 
law, all sit down with him at the same communion table, and live 
within four or five miles of his door. 

The first preaching by any of our ministers in the Genesee valley 
was by that indefatigable pioneer, the late Kav. Dr. Milligan, in tho 
year 1815. The first communion was dispensed at the time the congre- 
gation was organized, by the Rev. Wm. Sloane. For some years after 
this Dr. Roberts preached part of his time in York. Rev. John Fisher 
was ordained and installed first pastor of the congregation, July 
2l8t,183l. He died on the 22d of July, 1845, after a very successful pas- 
torate. The number of communicants at the date of his settlement 
was 45, at his death 105. 

The present pastor, S. Bawden, was ordained and installed Decem- 
ber Slst, 1846. The twenty-fifth anniversary of his settlement came 
upon the Sabbath, at which time the pastor brought into review the 
more interesting events connected with his life-work among, his people. 
The two fathers in the church. Rev. D. Scott and Dr. Roberts, who 
laid their hands upon him at his ordination, are lying in their graves. 
Then the youngest, now he is much the oldest minister in the Presby- 
tery of Rochester. In the whole church, of those now pastors, only 
' six have been longer in their congregations. At his ordination, we 
had not in our church one settled pastor beyond the Mississippi, now a 
large part of the church is there. During his ministry he has received 
into the communion of the church in his own congregation, somewhat 
over 250 persons, 211 of these by profession of their faith. The mem- 
bership of the congregation is now nearly 180. Of the 107 who were 
commmunicants at his coming among them, 81 remain with us until 
this present; 64 are fallen asleep. The rest are in other parts of our 
own church, or in other parts of the church of Christ. Not one has 
turned his back upon the Saviour. 

Of the 250 received into the church by the present pastor, nearly 
150 are in the congregation to-day; many have gone west, a few east; 
only 20 have died. Only two or three have gone to the bad. The 
ordinance of baptism he has dispensed to 250 persons. Half of 
the married people in his congregation he has himself united in mar- 
riage. There are in his congregation those whom he ha-i baptized in 
infancy, received into the communion of the church, married, and 
baptized their children. Scarce a ripple even . of ill feeling has 
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passed over the current of his life atnong his people ; there has neT« 
been a divided vote in the session, every act has been entirely unani- 
mous. During all these years there has been but one Sabbath when 
he was absolutely incapacitated by sickness for preaching. 

Rev. Mr. Fisher preached the first years of his ministry principally 
in two school houses, three miles apart, about equidistant from the vil- 
lage of York. The people were few in number, all in debt for their 
farms, who had farms at all. But at length in the year 1834 they 
erected what was then a very commodious house of worship, and enter- 
ed it without debt or assistance from others. Twenty years after 
tl^e place had become too strait for us, an addition of 50 per cent, was 
made to the pews. Within the last two or three years we became per- 
suaded that another change was essential to the good of the congrega- 
tion. The church building was large enough, but not good enougL 
It could neither be comfortably heated nor ventilated, and there werd 
no proper accommodations for the Sabbath school. 

Our people are a very safe people, and determined not to proceed 
until at least eight thousand dollars were subscribed. The buildii^ 
was commenced last June, and completed in January of this year. It 
is constructed of wood, with a stone basement ; on the lower floor be- 
side the coal-room we have a room about 40 feet square for the Sab- 
bath school, two smaller rooms, ona of these for the meetings of ses- 
sion ; two furnaces, by which the entire building is heated. The audi- 
ence room is 68 feet by 43, with ceiling 22J feet high handsomely 
frescoed, carpeted aid cushioned throughout. The whole cost will be 
very nearly if not quite $13,000, all of this except $650 ( the cost ol 
the lot ), for the church building and tho horse sheds. We do not let 
our horses stand out in the cold on Sabbath, as it appears they do Id 
some parts of the church. 

The debt on the 1st day of January was nearly $3,000. The pastor, 
invited to assist at two communions in the eastern cities, made it hi£ 
business to call on a few old friends, who responded very liberally to 
his solicitations. Five hundred dollars were given him by an old class 
mate, Robert Lenox Kenned)' ; two hundred and twenty-five by James 
Wiggins and others, and three hundred moro promised by Walter T. 
Miller and others, if the people would pay off all their debt. On the 
day of the church opening, nearly twelve hundred dollars were put 
into the baskets, either in cash or in subscriptions. Since then, addi- 
tional efforts have been made, and now we have the happiness to say 
we are substantially out of debt. Our kind friends in Rochester have 
contributed $400 to our help, and our friends in New York City 
about $1,400. We think we have done well for a congregation that 
has not one rich man in it. 

The church was opened for public worship on Sabbath, February 
4th. The day was beautiful, the sleighing excellent. The people 
gathered from the whole country side, some coming 20 miles or more. 
A number were present from the city of Rochester. The church seatt 
comfortably in the pews somewhat over 400 persons. Morning and afte^r 
noon, the aisles and other vacant places had benches placed in thetr 
and were filled. At night the vestibule was crowded to overflowi» 3 
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and many went away, who could not get within the doors at all. The 
pastor, according to what is known as clerical etiquette, preached the 
first sefmon; his text. Is. 52: 7, "How beautiful upon fhe mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ;' 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!** The two themes considered were : I. 
The gospel message, here prophetically exhibited. 11. Its beauty and 
excellence. The gospel message was presented as set forth by the 
prophet : — a message from heaven, true and certain, a message of 
peace, the best and most joyous of all tidings ; tho announcement of 
a salvation complete and finished, all ready for the sinner's acceptance, 
and finally, proclamation of the great and glorious truth, the universal 
reign and dominion of Zion's God, the God who purchased the church 
with his own blood. The beauty and excellence of the gospel were 
considered under three aspects : — its season ableness, one special mean- 
ing of the Hebrew word, translated "beautiful;" its perYect adapted- 
ness to man's condition ; and the resplendent glory it sheds on all the 
divine perfectness. Rev. R. I). Sproull preached in the afternoon from 
Romans 1 : 16, " For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ." 
Christians should bear ftn open and consistent testimony in behalf of 
the gospel at all times, and especially in the presence of those by 
whom it is rejected or denied. I. In it there is nothing of which they 
have reason to be ashamed. II. It is truthful in its teachings. III. 
It is benign in its influences, an I irresistible in its power. IV. It is 
glorious in its past history. V. Its future triumph is certain. 

Rev. D. Gregg preached from John 14 : 2, " In my Father's house 
are many mansions." In building your church you proclaim to the 
community that you believe in soul culture and in soul immortality. 
Your markets, your warehouses, and your homes are erected at the sug- 
gestion of bodily wants, and are designed only to produce temporal 
comfort, but your churches are reared at the suggestion of soul wants, 
and you expect to pass through them as through a gate into eternal 
fulness. Taking tor pur theme the proclamation which you have 
made in this place by the saw and the hammer, the trowel and the 
brash, we propose tc unfold It by five propositions drawn from these 
words. Our propositions are, first : 1. That as the friends of Christ we 
shall have an immortality. 2. That as the friends of Christ we shall 
spend our immortality in an existing locality. 3. That as the friends 
of Christ we shall spend our immortality in the ergoyment of a celestial 
home. 4. That as the friends of Christ we shall spend our immortality 
in the midst of great grandeur and perfection. 5. That as the friends 
of Christ we shall spend our immortality in the company of untold 
multitudes. The duty of the hour is to people this upper sanctuary. 
Let no one think any whom he may bring will be cast out. Although 
hosts which no man can court have entered, still there is room yet ; 
room yet in the great heart of God ; room yet in his mercy ; room 
yet in his desire; room yet in his power to save. Our prayer is that 
many in this place may be made to realize that this is indeed a verity. 

I give an extract from the correspondence of the Rochester Evening 
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OsvEsss, Feb. 5, 1872. 

Yesterday was a day long to be remembered by the people of that quiet ! 
village (York), aod especially by the Reformed Presbyterian congregattoa in 
that place. The house of worship formerly used by that people had become 
old and dilapidated, but a spirit of liberality prevailing among them has re- 
sulted in a new and elegant house of worship being erected, which was for 
the first time opened for public service yesterday. The iporning service was 
conducted by the pastor, Kev. S. Bowden, who preached a stirring and appro- 
priate sermon, I am told. I had the privilege of being present at the after- 
noon service, at which Rev. R D. Sproull, of Rochehter, preached a verj 
eloquent aod practical discourse from text Rom. 1 :16, **Forl am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ," in which he presented substantial reasons why God's 
people should not be ashamed to own Christ on all and every occasion. In the 
evening again a service was held, at which Rev. D. Gregg, of New York, 
preached an eloquent sermon from the text, **In my Father's house are many 
mansions.'' The singing of the psalms of the sweet singer of Israel by a 
choir comprising the whole conj^regation, was a feature in the services yester- 
day especially pleasing to me, for it seems excecdinsrly appropriate that all 
should joia in that act of worship. To a critical musical ear there were, no 
doubt, discords of sound, but to God who looks upon the heart, I doubt not 
it was incense of a sweet savor. Never have I heifrd the 100th or 23d psalms 
sung with n ore feeHog or more devotion than yesterday. The church is a 
model of neatness and convenience, and will seat full four hundred and fifty 
people comfortably. The seats are constructed with a view to comfort, are 
neatly upholstered, the walls and ceiling elegantly frescoed; and the pulpit 
of modern stjle, a large platform, with a reasonable-sized desk of fine i/^ork- 
mansbip. liere are three aisles, one on either side and one through the 
middle. The people of the Reformed i^resbjterian Church of York arc 
certainly to be congratulated upon the completion of their beautiful and 
modern house of worship, and their pastor upon the able and eloquect aid 
which he had upon the event of its being opened for public worship. Alea."* 

S. B. 
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MEMOIR OF EEV. ROBERT JAMES DODDS, D. D. 

'Few names are held in higher respect and honor than the one which stand 
at the head of this paper. Mr. Dodds, both as man and minister, was belovc 
by all who knew him, and most beloved by those who knew him best. Lon 
will his name be cherished by his brethren, and associated in their mine 
with fragrant recollections. His memory will be green as the olive, and HI 
that of the righteous, be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

Robert James, the third son of Archibald and Margaret Dodds, was boi 
August 29th, 1824. His parents were members of the Reformed Presb 
terian Church, and had emigrated in the preceding year from the congreg 
tion of Rev. Thomas Cathcart, County Monaghan, Ireland. Upon the 
arrival in this country, they located near Freeport, Pa., within the bounds 
the Brookland congregation, then under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Jon 
than Gill. Here Robert was born. 

*A highly esteemed ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church of Genesee. 
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His childhood and youth, though va-nitj as in the case «f all, wer6/ charac- 
terized by a measure and strength of virtue beyond what is ordinary in the 
young. While yet a child, his truthfulness was remarked by thote familiar 
vith him, and not an in&tance of deviation from it was known. Endowed with 
uncommon sweetness and amiability of disposition, his young life was peaceful 
and serene, and free from those aliercatioLS and disputes to which many in 
after life look back with feelings of poignant regret. In filial respect and 
obedience, he copied the example of the child Jesus, who continued subject to 
his father and mother. 80 singularly exemplary was his conduct in this 
particular, that reproof was seldom merited, and it is not remembered that 
correction, in any instance, was called for at the hands of his parents. Like 
Moses, he was a proper child. 

At an ecrly age, he commenced ^^lassical studies, under the direction of his 
pastor. Rev. Hugh Walkinshaw. He was an apt scholar, and made rapid pro- 
ficiency, particularly in linguistic studies, for which he had peculiar taste and 
aptitude. Subsequently he prosecuted the pursuit of the u&ual branches of 
literature, but did not pass through the curriculum of a regular college course, 
a fact which his friends regretted, as it left him at disadvantage from the 
want of that abrasion which college life gives to both mind and manners, 
though his nature was of that particular cast, which heeds little the restrair ts 
ot conventional and artificial rules. In October of 1844 he entered as a 
student of theology, under the care of the Pittsburgh Presbytery, and after 
spending four sessions in the Seminary, he was licensed in June, 1848, and 
in November of the same year received ordination as a Missionary for Hayti, 
having been chosen for this work by Synod at its meeting in 1847. The Mis- 
sion in Hayti, within a year after its organization, was unexpectedly suspended, 
in consequence of which Mr. Dodds was not sent out. In June, 1852, he 
was installed as pastor of the congregation of Sandy, Piney, &c. The field 
which he was called to cultivate was a comparatively new one, embracing a 
wide extent of territory, and demanding extraordinary effort in order to meet 
the calls for preaching and pastoral inspection and care. Mr. Dodds proved 
equal to the exigencies of the field assigned to him by the Master. He travelled 
extensively, preaching on Sabbath and on week days, with great acceptance 
not only to his own people, but to those of other denominations, and with much 
fruit of his ministry. The congregation increased in numbers, and the gospel 
was commended with a power which awakened the admiration of friendj and 
excited the envy, if not the respect of enemies. Shortly after the commence- 
ment of his pastorate, Mr. Dodds was called to mourn the death of his wife, 
Amanda C, daughter of the late Rev. John Cannon. Her death occurred in 
March, 1853. Two children survived her, Mary Ellen ^nd John Cannon, the 
former now a missionary in Latakiyeh. 

The organization of the Syrian Mission was completed by Synod at its 
meeting in Philadelphia in 1856. The selection of missionaries was felt to 
he a delicate and diflBcult task, and after seeking counsel in prayer from the 
Head of the church, Mr. Dodds was unanimously chosen as one of the two 
who were to be set apart for this special work. The general conviction and 
feeling of the church as to his eminent fitness for missionary service, were 
crystallized in the recorded expressions of Synod's judgment,by which he was 
designated for the foreign field. In ihe autumn of the same year, accom- 
panied by his wife, having recently married Miss Letitia M, daughter of 
Robert Dodds, ruling elder in Union congregation, he left with Mr. and Mrs. 
Beattie for Syria. After a residence of seven months in Damascus, Mr. 
l^odds removed in October, 1857, to Zahleh, a considerable town to the north- 
west, ac the eastern base of Lebanon, with the intention of occupyiag it per- 
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manently as a centre for mlssiooary work, bat in May of the ensain^ year he was 
compelled to abaodoo the place, by threats of violence at the hand of the popu- 
lace, stirred into fury by au ignorant and bie:oted priesthood, who ielt that 
their gains were put in jeopardy by the presence of the missionary. When 
Paul and Barnabas essayed to go into Bythinia, the Holy Spirit having work 
for them elsewhere, suffered them not. It was so in the present case. The 
expulsion from Zahleh and the continued frustration of attempts to return, 
led Mr Dodds to make a tour of exploration to northern Syria, proceeding as 
far as Antioch, where the name Christian was first given to the followers of 
the Nazarene. On his way thither he passed through Latakiyeh, and was 
favorably impressed with it as a location for the Mission, and accordingly set 
to work at once in perfecting: arrangements for its occupation. Shortly after 
this, in the autumn of 1859, he removed with his family to Litakiyeh, 
whither he was soon followed by Mr. Beattie ; and indications became speedily 
apparent that while the adversary had closed the door against them in Zahleh, 
that the Lord had opened another and wider one inLatakiyeh. "Who knows," 
he wrote shortly after the expulsion from Zahleh, '*who knows but the 
father of mischief, in keeping us out of Zahleh, is driving us to 
a place where we may do him mure harm than we could do him, 
or than he did us in Zahleh. It Ia our endeavor to commit oar 
ways to the Lord, in the hope that he will guide our steps." An un- 
expected opening occurring in Aleppo, it was deemed advisable by the Mission 
to enter in and take possession of it, and Mr. Dodds being designated for that 
field, removed to it with his family in the spring; of 1867. Here he remained 
constantly busied in the proper work of the Mission until the time of his 
death. 

The intellectual character of Mr. Dodds was strongly marked in a variety 
of points. His aptitude in the acquisition of knowledge was much beyond 
that of ordinary minds. He grasped ideas with great readiness, and, what is 
not usual in such cases, retained them with uncommon tenacity. His mental 
aptitude in this respect showed itself strongly in the direction of philology, 
for which he had a natural fondness. He was accurate in Latin, in Greek, in 
Hebrew; had considerable knowledge of French, and was pronounced by com- 
petent judges remarkably proficient in Arabic, the genius of which he had 
mastered in a way that few scholars succeed in doing. He conversed in it as 
fluently as in English. Inquisitiveness was a strongly developed character- 
istic of his mind. From childhood he was noted for an inquiring disposition, 
leading him to avail himself of every opportunity to ask questions with a 
view lo gaining information. The inquiring spirit, coupled with an almost ex- 
traordinary capacity for phynical and mental endurance, greatly quickened 
and aided his natural readiness and power of acquisition. Within eighteen 
monlhs after his arrival in Syria, a period during which he felt keenly the 
trials of an unsettled life, and the disadvantage of interrupted study, he 
preached his first sermon in Arabic. Three years are considered a short 
time for achieving this result, and in many, perhaps, most cases a longer 
peri(»d is required. 

The reasoning faculty in Mr. Dodds was acute and vigorous. He was able 
to Ci)nduct an argument with singular skill, detecting the fiillacies of an oppo- 
nent while pressing upon him, with persistent and crushing force, the salient 
points of the case. Not long after his pastoral settlement, he became well and 
widely known throughout the large district of country in which he labored, 
for his searching analysis of the system of Armiuianism and his damat^ing 
exposure of its errors. Staggered by the weight of his well-directed blows 
and jealous of his increasing power in the community, the Methodist influence 
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hallcDged him to a public debate on the relative merits of Calvinism and 
LrmcDianism. The challenge was promptly accepted. A renowned champion 
•f the former system was brought from a distance and entered for the contest. 
Phe discussion, which elicited the deepest interest, continued through four 
lays. Instead of introducing and elaborating the well-known proof-texts in 
upport of the Calvinistic system, as it had been supposed he would do, he 
imply followed in the track of his adversary, taking up the Scripture passages 
[Qoted by him, and showing that whatever they might mean,they could not bear 
he meaning which had been put upon them, and then demonstrated that they 
meant the opposite. His opponent, who had come prepared, as he supposed, 
;o meet the argument from the passages usually appealed to in the controversy; 
jomplained that he had been unfairly dealt with — that Mr. Dodds had taken 
}iis texts and left his own unnoticed, though he was well prepared to show the 
sophistry of the Calvinistic interpretation, whereupon Mr. Dodds rejoined that 
Ihe real difficulty lay in the fact that elder H. had no texts, and looking 
sharply at his audience, and elevating his voice, he exclaimed with telling em' 
phasis, *'7%c^cx/8 are all miney The effect was electric. The incisiveness 
of the point, coupled with the effective manner in which it was put, carried 
the assembly with him, and left his adversary pale and quivering from the 
ooDsciousoess that he was hopelessly beaten. 

His power as a dialectician was sometimes severely tested by sudden contact 
with the subtlety of the Arabic mind, but his readiness rarely failed him, and 
some acute remark, or pointed illustration, nearly always silenced his adver- 
sary. Oa one occasion be met incidentally in the house of an acquaintance 
in Latakiyeh, Abd Errizzek Eff'endi, a Moslem chief, distinguished for his 
knowledge of letters and his accurate and profound learning on nearly all 
Bnbjects. The conversation turned on the fact of the crucifixion, which the 
Mohammedan denies on the ground that it is absurd to suppose that God 
would permit his prophet Jesus to be thus disgraced. The Moslem theory is, 
that between Jesus and Judas Iscariot there existed in appearance an almost 
perfect resemblance, and that when the former was about to be crucified, he 
vas miraculously taken up into heaven and the latter substituted in his place. 
The Jews without knowing it, crucified Judas, and thus the disgrace, intended 
for the Master, fell upon the disciple. When the Moslem had finished his 
argument, Mr. Dodds replied as follows : Abd Errizzek Eff'endi — Suppose that 
you and I should quarrel to night and part enemies, and sometime tP-morrcw 
\ should meet a man in the street, who in speech, dress, looks and everything 
50 resembled Abd Errizzek Eff'endi, that I supposing it to be he, should go up 

him, spit in his face and say, 'Pooh to your beard, Abd Errizzek Effendi ;' 
loyou think the disgrace of that insult would fall on the stranjrer whom I 
listook for Abd Errizzek or on Abd Errizzek himself ? The Eff'endi sat a 
lomeot in silence and then arose and left the room. 

To ability for keen penetration was added great power of concentration. He 
as endowed in large measure with the faculty which belongs only to minds of 
le higher order of directing his thoughts to a focal point and holding them 
lere, with intense and persistent application. It was frequently noticed that 
e seemed quite abstracted from what was going on around him, and seme- 
mes so completely absorbed was he in his own meditations as to be oblivious 
' everything else. The writer knew him onone occasion to pass the church 

1 which he was to preach, travelling several blocks beyond it before hisatten- 
Qn was recalled to the fact. Returning on one occasion from B'hamra to 
atakiyeh, by a well-known road, he unconsciously relinquished all direction 
' the animal on which he was riding, and after a long time he was aroused 
om his reverie by entering Geboli, a village six hours to the south of 
Eitakiyeh. 

Unselfishness was a marked trait in the charaot^t of M.t. \^o^^%, ^Q»\ii\\« 
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erate of the wants of others, and always de1i(;hting io performiog deeds of 
kindness, he felt littfe solicitude in re^Hrd to hiaiself. For money he cared 
nnthinj;, except as a means of prt)viding for the necessary wants ot himself f 
and family and of doing good to others In the matter ^f giving he was both 
conbcientious and systematic, jrivintr a fixed proportion of his income and as 
an act of obedience to the will and law of Christ. It may not bo out of place 
to mention here that he refunded rci^ularly to the Mission in th*^ v^ay of con- 
tribution one-tenth of his salary, remarking that it was this 'ippropriatioa 
which enabled him with the means at his disposal to k«ep out of debt. He 
was severely conscientious, and souirht in all matters affecting his conduct to 
know the path of duty. When satisfied as to this, there was no further hesi- 
tation. When chosen to the Syrian Mission he was personally disinclined to 
accept, owing merely to the fact that he had been recently settled as a pastor 
with prospects of eminent usefulness opening before him, and was greatly 
beloved by his people ; but on reaching the conclusion, after reflection, that he 
was called of the Master to go, he gave himself willingly to the Lord and to the 
church for the work, saying, in the spirit of the prophet, Here am I ; send 
me. When it was determined to occupy Aleppo, it was voted by the missiona- j 
ries that Mr. Dodds was the proper person to go to that important field, and ! 
notwithstanding the great sacrifice of comfort which it involved, he cheerfully 
deferred to the judgment of his brethren, and set out with his large family by 
the overland route, feeling that he was called of God to preach the gospel in 
that great city. His love for the Mission and its work was not merely almost, 
but altogether a passion. Well do we remember him, when on a visit to this 
country in 1865-1866 tidings came from Mr. Beattie of the growth of the 
mission work, and of the largely increased attendance upon the preaching of 
the word, he gave utterance to fervid longings to return that he might share 
in the work and honor of gathering the sheaves of the ripening harvest 
He did not hesitate to say that he much preferred life in Syria with all the 
hardships and discouragements of its mission work, to the easier life of the 
pastor in his native land. 

Mr. Dodds was remarkably cheerful and uniform in his temper and feelings*. 
He seldom looked at the sombre and shady side of life. Meet him when and 
where we might he was buoyant and pleasant. Blessed with a healthful 
organization and with uncommon constitutional tenacity, he was rarely sick. 
A fine flow of spirit, sustained by a vein of keen wit and humor, in which he 
sometimes indulged, but most of all by an abiding faith and trust in the provi- 
dence of God, fortified him against those influences by which others would 
have been greatly depressed. His cheerfulness was matched by his gentle- 
ness. Scarcely ever were unkind words heard from his lips concerning anj 
one, and it at any lime he was betrayed into a fault in this direction, hi^ 
virtue was of that manly and Christian kind which seeks an early opportunity 
to repair the wrong by a generous apology. A noble and beautiful inscanCJ^ 
of this occurred shortly before his decease. Writing to a friend under a nii^' 
apprehension or forgetfulness of facts, he said something which, upon learnidr 
the true state of the case, he was satisfied was wrong. He sat down at onc?^ 
and wrote, recalling his words, adding that * Old Adam often led him to sc^ 
and do many things which ho regretted, but he was seldom so foolish as to p'^ 
them on paper.'" This is the last letter he is known to have written, and tl^ 
mellowed spirit which it breathes, shows what perhaps was not revealed to h'lt^ 
self, the ripened and ripening fruits of grace preparatory to and indicating i^ 
near approach of the change in which all is made perfect. 

The gifts with which he was endowed and the providential opportunities ^ 
before him were regarded by Mr Dodds as talents committed to his trust 
the divine Master lor employment and use. He was a persistent and indomi^ 
bJe worker, Ab a student, his appUcalioxi ^a* iuteuse. He never gr - 
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rear J of books. As a pastor, he was diligent in feeding and otherwise look- 
Q^ alter the interests of his flock. As a preacher, he was instant in seasoa 
nd out of season, preaching the word not oulj on the Sabbath, but ou the 
?eek (lajs whenever opportunity offered. As a missionary, his co-laborers 
estify that his efforts iu qualifying himself for large and more eflScieut u&eiul- 
less and in teaching, preaching, and other active forms of service, were un- 
jeasing. Convinced ot the great disadvantage to missionary effort arising 
from the imperfection and fewness of religious books in Arabic, he had been 
Dusily occupied for some time in endeavoring to create a higher standard of 
Arabic religious literature. The Westminster Shorter Catechism translated 
by him, had passed through the press, and he was patiently at work upon other 
books o\' like solid character when his labors were interrupted by death. 

His graces of oratory, according to the rules of the schools, were not among 
the accumplishments of Mr. Dtdds. His sermons were rich in scriptural 
truth aud illustrations — otten searcbingly practical and experimental, fur he 
had great power as a spiritual casuist — always earnest, and especially so m the 
offer of Ctirist and salvation to sinners. But in the common and accepted 
seuse of the word he was not a popular preacher, owing partly to an occasional 
hesitancy in utterance, due iu measure to habit, but mainly to the rapidity of 
his mental operations, the thoughts crowding upon him too fast for utterance, 
and partly also to the didactic character of his mind, and the necessity arising 
oat of this for severe effort upon the part ot the hearers to grasp the sub- 
stance ot his discourses. ]n the pulpit he was more powerful than ornate ; 
Btrengih of thought more than rhetorical elegance of diction and manner 
characterized his sermons. On one occasion, while on a visit to Beyrout, he 
preached to the Arabic congregation in the Mission chapel of the American 
Buard, from 2 Cor. 13 : 5, on the subject of self-examination. The seruKin 
was subsequently printed as a tract by the Mission in Beyrout and extensively 
ciiculatea. Thi^ discourse the writer heard him deliver in English, aud he 
bas uu hesitation in saying that it was among the finest specimens of preaching 
to which it has ever been his pi^ivilege to listen. 

Wiih all his admirable qualities as man, Christian and minister, Mr. Dodds 
Was a sharer in human infirmity and weakness. One conspicuous instance of 
tMs was his enslavement to tobacco. He was an inveterate smoker. He de- 
plored the mastery which the pernicious practice had gained over him, and 
resolved upon self-emancipation, but only when it was too late. The matter 
Occupied his thoughts during his last iliuens, and he referred to it in a way 
which seemed to indicate a conviction that to the excessive use of this 
poisonous narcotic was due in some measure, through gradual aud 
Wg continued wasting of the vital forces, the sudlen and complete prostra- 
'iou under which he felt, himself hopelessly sinking. Two days belore his 
ieath, he remarked to his wife '* I had intended when I got my study fixed to 
luitsmjking" — he had made arrangements with a carpenter to make some 
Repairs on his study during that week. She said to him« ^'You are not Satisfied 
iheu that the habit of smoking is good." He replied, "It has not been good 
^or me. 1 have smoked too much. I have been brought so low that I think 
t could quit it." One who knew him well and is competent from his position 
^ad opportunities to express an opinion on the subject, gives it as his judg- 
Knent that in this as in many other instances, a valuable and useful life was im^ 
paired if not abridged by the excessive use of tobacco. 

In personal appearance there was nothing specially marked as striking in 
^Ir. Djdds. In stature he was five feet nine and a half inches, and of about 
average height; the forehead high; eyes of light hazel color; nose prominent; 
^outh medium size; chin ordinary; hair brown; complexion light; face 
^val ; the shoulders were round aqd stooping, and in walking the gait pre- 
^oted the appearance of abandon, a complete disreg^aii oi %^\l «Ai^ ^'l ^\ix- 
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rounding objects, as if absorbed in some favorite contemplation or emotion* 
OqIj those who knew him best can credit to what an extent this was the case. 
He once visited Baalbeo, those world-renowned rains upon wliich travelled 
have gazed with admiration and astonishment; and from the account given 
by his companion, he seemed to pass through them and around them with as 
little apparent concern as if he had been riding through the pine forests of 
Pennsylvania. A lover of nature and with a heart tenderly impre:»sible by its 
beauties, he had not the least taste for antiquities. During an ezoursioa for 
missionary ends into the territory of the Nusariyeh, he was solicited by the 

. natives to turn aside from the road some three or four miles, to inspect the 
ruins of an old town, where it was alleged many curious and wonderful things 
were to be seen. He refused to do so, and referring to it afterwards in a letter 
and giving the reasons why he declined, he said that he really felt so little 
interest in the curiosities of antiquity that he would scarcely be willing to go 
up stairs to see Shamgar's oxgoad. 

We come now to narrate briefly some of the incidents and scenes which 
marked the close of an active and devoted life. While there was nothing in 
failing health or appearance to indicate the near approach of death, Mr. 
Dodds had for some time a presentiment that the hour of his release was not 
far distant. Daring the summer he visited Latakiyeh for the purpose of 
baptizing the child of Mr. and Mrs. Beattie. While here he had an attack 
of fever which seems to have impressed him deeply with a sense of growing 
weakness, and to have awakened in his mind a premonition that life was 
wearing toward its close. As Mr. Beattie at one time was standing by his 
bed-side, he looked at him and said, with touching impressiveness : ** Brother 
Beattie, you are more changed in appearance than I am, but you will outlive 
me." When he started for home, with two of his children whom he had 
brought with him to Latakiyeh, Mr. Beattie accompanied him some five or 
six hours on the way. At taking leave of each other, both were deeply moved, 
but, what was very uncommon tor Mr. Dodds, his emotion quite overcame 
him, and he tore himself away from the embrace of his brother, sorrowing, 
as there is rea on now to think, fiom a felt apprehension that he would see 
his face no more. And so it happened. This was their last meeting. 

Not long before the commencement of his last illness, Mr. Dodds had made 
a visit to Idlib to look after the interests of the Mission school in that place. 
Daring that trip he contracted a cold, which clung to him with more than 
usual tenacity. A hacking and troublesome cough annoyed him. On the 
morning of Friday, December 2d, 1870, he awoke with a chill, but was able 
to go around the house and to arrange some small matters, which required his 
attention. In a short time a slight hemorrhage with other marked symptoms 
indicated typhoid faver. Continuing to grow worse under the treatment of g 
German physician, residing in Aleppo, and who had been called to treat th( 
case in the early part of the week. Dr. Metheney was telegraphed for on Fri 
day morning. The doctor left immediately for Aleppo, and by extraordinary 
eflfort reached there on Sabbath at noon. But it was only to witness the 
closing straggle. Mr. Dodds died within half an hour after his arrival 
When first proposed to him, he was unwilling to allow a telegram to be seni 
to Latakiyeh, but afterwards he became extremely solicitous for the presence 
of Dr. Metheney, not that he expected any benefit from medical treatment 
but that he might assist him in adjusting his accounts with the Mission, so a 
to leave them in a satisfactory condition, in case of his death. His mind wa- 
now occupied with setting his house in order. 

Friday, December 9th, the symptoms were aggravated and seriously alarnir 
ing. At times his mind wandered. He was sensible of the progress of tfafl 
disease, and expressed the belief that he would not recover. To his wife t: 

remarked: "The heavenly place is very neat." When asked if he was wiK 
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ing to die, lie replied: "0 yes, I am perfectly willing." To an inquiry 
whether he felt' that Jesus was near to him, he answered by quoting Isa. 4:5 : 2. 
His thoughts seem to have been absorbed in believing contemplations of the 
glories of the heavenly place. Stauding by his bed, with her children around 
her, Mrs. Dodds remarked in much anguish of spirit : '' Is it not hard to leave 
us and go to heaven V* "Yes," he said, "it is hard to leave you^ but not hard 
to go to heaven ; the surplusage is so great that there is no comparison." He 
spoke of Lance's Commentaries, some volumes of which he had recently pur- 
chased, observing that it seemed like a waste of money to lay it out for books, 
when he was just going to the place where he would know it all. At his 
request the 11th, i2th, 13th and 14th chapters of John were read to him. 
The day was followed by a wakeful and restless night, during which he was 
almost constantly engaged in prayer. On Saturday he spoke of dying and 
lay as one waiting for a messenger of deliverance. At one time, seeming ex- 
tremely wearied and exhausted, an attendant referred to the rest which re- 
maiueth for the people of God. " Oh, that's it," he exclaimed. Strong in 
faith he manifested no solicitude for the future of his large and dependent 
family beyond requesting Mrs. Dodds to return, immediately after his death, 
to the United States, and desiring his children to follow him in so far as he 
had walked in the st^ps of Jesus. To the question, what would become of 
his family after his death, he replied by pouring out for them a fervent prayer, 
commending them to the protection and mercy of the G-od of the widow and 
the fntherless. Everything relating to his sickness and death, the manner 
and the time of it, was referred by him to the sovereign wisdom and goodness 
of God. Dr. Nutting, Missionary of the American Board, residing in Aleppo, 
and greatly esteemed by Mr. Dodds, happened to be absent at the time. Mrs. 

IN., calling to inquire for him, remarked how sorry Dr. N. would be that he 
was away. Mr. Dodds said, "It is the Father's time" These were his last 
intelligible words, and they fell from his lips, as the angelic convoy entered 
to take charge of the emancipated spirit and conduct it home to the Father'^ 
hoase. On the 11th of December, 1870, and on the Sabbath, as it was fitting, 
he entered into rest. 

The arrangements having been perfected by Dr. Metheney, the funeral took 
place on Monday, and was attended by most of thQp]uropean population resid- 
ing in Aleppo, and by the Protestant brethren of the Turkish Mission, who 
sought permission to carry the body to the grave. It was a sad and solemn 
hour, but all felt as the funeral cortege passed on its way, that the devout 
men who were carrying the body to its buri4l, with great lamentation, had in 
charge a temple of the Holy Ghost, and that the opened grave was to receive 
dust redeemed by precious blood and dear in the sight of God. 

The tidings of his death produced a profound sensation throughout the 
church, and was everywhere received with unaffected grief and sorrow. All 
felt that a great man, an eminently devoted and useful laborer in the Lord's 
Work, and a brother much beloved, had been taken away. The sower, who 
Went forth to. sow, returned without his sheaves, but not until he had seen the 
^ave sheaf, and tasted of the first ripe fruit. The warrior, skilled in fighting 
^he battles of truth, and by whose sharp and polished weaponsmany a formid- 
able adversary had been routed, fell in the midst of the conflict, but not until 
tki8 eyes beheld the tide of victory rising and rolling onward over Syria. One 
^8 saddened at the thought, that his body sleeps so far away, but it is fitting 
^liathe should rest in the bosom of the land which he sought to reclaim for 
CJhrist, and that those, who shall come to honor there as the fruit of his labor, 
^lould meet him in the resurrection of the just, and accompany him upward 
^n the path of life, that he may present them before the Lord. With the 
^^oely grave of her Missionary in her eye, and regarding him as holding the 
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ooaotry where he has fallen, and with whose soil his dost is mingling, forlur 
fall and permmeut possession, let the Onurch consecrate herself anew, tad 
arise in her strength to work for the conversion of Syria, with steadfast sol 
unalterable purpose not to intermit her effort until all its people shall feal 
the life, ani rejoice in hope of the iiniiiortality brought to light bj the gospel 



BOOK N0TI0E3. 
The Bible a Miracle. By Rov. Divid M'Oill. W. 8. Rentoul, Philadelpbli 
publisher, for snle by R. S. Duvis & Co., 175 Liberty Street, Pittsburgh, and U. 
P. Board. 

We h^ve not had time to give this book a careful examination. The 
subject is an important one. The supernatural origin of the Scriptur«f 
is the point agains!; which infidelity, in its various forms, is directing 
its opposition. Whatever tends to fortify this part of the citadel of 
truth is a valuable contribution to religious literature. This is the 
design of this book, a design which those who have read it say has been . 
ably executed. 

The publisher of the above, Mr. W. S. Rentoul, is publishing i 
series of Bible expositions, at reduced prices. Wardlaw's *' Expository' 
Lectures on Ecclesiastes,** llev. A. Moody Stuart's '* Exposition of the 
Song of Sol«)inon," Dr. George Lawson's ** Exposition of the Books of 
Ruth and Esther," and the whole works of Ralph Erskine, are already I 
issued. These are all valuable works, that should be in the libraries < 
of the religious community. ; 

The Christian lutellit/encer, noticed in our January issue, is, in iti 
present enlarged form, more than ever deserving of the favorable 
opinion then expressed. 

We acknowledge the receipt of the New York Evangelist of Dec. 
12. We have not room this number for extracts from an article, of 
importance to us now when our many schemes call for increased 
liberality, entitled, " What shall we do with it?" 

We have received a copy of the Watchword for January, a Scottish ^ 
monthly magazine for the defence of Bible truth, and " the advocacy 
of Free Church principles." We learn that one object of this publica- 
tion is to watch the movement towards union among the dissenting 
churches, which has for some time been attracting a good deil ol 
attention. The " Watchword " is sounding the alarm, and none too 
soon, it seems to us from what is transpiring. The rallying cry o' 
that movement is dis-establishment. In order to this, the teachings o' 
the Confession of Faith on the subject of magistracy must be rejected- 
As a fruit of this, the United Pres )yterian Church is moving for tl*® 
dispensing with even the loose form of subscription to the Confodsi^^ 
of Faith heretofore required. 

We are glad to see that there are still many able men in fc^' 
Church who are nobly resisting this destructive process, and are fai^"^ 
fully contending for the principle of Christian establishments, end 
gered both there and in our own land. 
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Ik 6. Sabbnth schi>ol of Old Bethel cong., Ill,, per Mrs. W. 

II. Ewirg, Iridiannpolis Ind .20 00 

" Nancy J Donm*IIv $51 60 

" Some'nieinbers ufOld Bc'thttl conir 1 74—53 30 

" Li.-bnn ccng., N. Y., ftcr Rev. William McFarluiid..-. 36 00 
" Miller'fc Kuu coriij , per Jos. Wallace, $52.54, lets Ad- 
ams express charges, GO cents ; nelamount 51 94 

16. Sabbath school of ihn Second cong., Phila.,per Ji>hn B. 

Stewart, rroa> 225 81 

** Th(? missionary boxes of the above cung, per do 16 14 

17. Additional from Little Btaver cong., jer Rev*. JN. M. 

J oh n .-ton 1 00 

Contents of penny box of H. J. Campbell, of do-.... — 1 20 
Contents of pi-nny box of ./. S. I^ciniron, '* 65 

18. Wilkinsburgcong., Pa., per William Wills 80 00 

Beaver Cong., per do 24 31 

S. McCready, Sjirinij Garden, Wis , per do 10 00 

Miss Helen M. Johnston, Wttshinti;tnn, per do — 3 25 

9. Topsham C(»ng. Sabt)Hih School, per J. A. Keenan..... 5 00 

** St. Lo'iis cong., per Rev. J. McCracken 45 00 

20. Lake Eliza corig., Ind., per Rev. R. .M. C. Th -mpson. 10 00 
22. Kortriicht tong^., per A. 8. Gilchrist 30 00 

24. opringtield bch. of S[»ringfield cong , p. r S. Aiien 11 25 

25. Mrs. J. Allsworth, New Alexandria, per Rev. T. A. 
Sproull 6 00 

27. Oil Creek cong , Pa., Oil Creek branch of do.....>7 00 

Neilsburgh, branch of do ". 6 00 

Joseph Carson of do 5 Oi) 

Geo. Dunlap, total, per Kev. D. Keid 6 00 

23 00 

" Mrs. Mary Brown, Pleasantville.. P.m., per Rev. D. Reid 2 00 

29. Sab. School <»f Ist cong., N. Y., f)er Jas. Spence 62 00 

!b. 1. 3J cong , N. Y. citv, col., })cr Al(?x. McNeill, 

Tnasr. '. 56OO 00 

" Contributions of S. S. of 3d cong., N. Y., per 

Walter T. Miller, Supt. 252 07 

Total amount of above 852 07 

5. 4th Cong. N. Y., per Jas. Dunlop 145 16 

6. Members of Pittsburgh cong , Pa , for girls' 

school ccnnectcd vviih the Foreign Mission, 
that is, for clothing and educating them, to 
wit: 

Mrs. Dr. Sterrett $-50(0 

Mrs. James Rnffeny 50 UO 

Mr. Samuel Grier '50 00 

Mrs. Thos. Martin 4 00 

Mrs. John A. McKee 6') »i0 

Mr. John A. McKee. lUO UO 

Total amount, per John A. McKee .304 06 

-•b. 7. Ru.>^hs}lvania C'»ng., Ohio, per Wait Wright 20 85 

Petei>burgh socy. of South Union cong., per John A. 

Dudds ^ 12 00 

Sabbath School connected with the cong. of which liw. 
D. B. Willst n is pastor, of Allegheny citv, per Jas, 

H. Taylor, Trea^r ". 100 00 

2d cnng. N. Y. city, per Francis L. Walker, Treas....60O 00 

Thomas Dunn of liehoboth cong., Iowa $5 UO 

Lydia W. Dunn, '* »• »♦ 5 (iO 

Josei-h Dodds, " «' " 8 0) 

Total, per Joseph Dodds 18 00 

William Brow^, Treas. 

1636 Locust streetf 
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.^abbalq .^rbool Jjsalni anb i^Lunc goDh, 

FOR USK IN 

Families, Sabbath Schools and Congregations, 

<0\TAlNI.\a 

SfWlinnA /mm ill M^f./ral i;,-. A,;, of fhc rsafm^, set to «w'/y 

npprf'prifffr 7\au'.^. 

AM) ALSO TUK ENTIRE 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY PSALMS. 

rillCES: 

"With stiff c«»vern. Paper covers. 

ONE COPY Sn cM»iHs. au cents. 

•i WKNTV-KI VP: OOIMES, » 7.r,«) $ 6.25 

FIFFV COPIKS 12.50 1(».00 * 

ONE HUNDKED COIMES, *iO.(iO 15.00 

Tlio above priceH inolude tlj« pxiirpua or mail rharfces. 
Ad'ire.^sallordor.. to WILMAM H. SCOTT, 

L»a7 UTul L>09 Dock Street, Philadelphia. 

gl^^To inukH room for the Memoir <'f Dr DoddSf ^e are compelled 
to di'f;r till in'xt is>u(.' somo itoms of Church News, all Obituary 
Notice>, Book N«>ti^'<'S, and Annual Mt'etins: of Ladies Mis8ion Society 
of Nevv Concord CtMiiiifrouMtion. Additional rec«'ipt8 next raon*h. 

Th(;c'onjmunicftt.i'>n roferr.^a to on ]m|2fe 34, has also been crowded out. 

A YoL-XG Physician, a Graduate of UuRn Medical Collegk, 
with four years ex|»ericn(!e as h prHctitioner, is deeirpus of locatin<; 
within the bounds of a coni?n'i:jalion of Cov(*nanter8 with a view to the 
practice of bis pr.»f<'sdon. ' Addros-s " Box 386," SANDWICH, ILL. 

GENEVA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 
North WOOD, Ohio. 

Courses of study, English and Normal, Soiontific and Classical. 

During the next term, students in the Normal department will have 
peculiar advantages and thorough drill. 

Tuition- %Um). In the Classics, S:2.00. To children of R. P. min- 
i.-ter8,/r«c Boarding, about $3.00. Facilities for self-boarders conve- 
nient. 

The Spring Term will begin April 2d. For a Circular, addrr-ss Pres- 
ident Alilroy. Young ladies wishing Music Lessons, or board in the 
Seminary, may address Professor Johnston. 

jB^^Calls have been moderated in Toronto and Cedar ville congrega- 
tions; in thft former for Rev. J. L. M'Cartnov, and in the latter for 
Rev. P. P. Bovd. 

J3@" A. McNkil, 581 Eighth avenue, N. Y., ij^ Agent for the Re- 
formed Presbyterian and Covenanter in the Third congrcgution. 

JB^* The session of the Theological Seminary, for 1871-2, will close 
Tnt'sday, April 2d. The Board of Superintendents will meet Tuesday, 
March 2nth, at 2 P. M., in AUcghony, at which time the closing exer- 
cises of examination, &c., will comni'-nce S, O. Wylib, CVn. 

D. McAllister, Secy, 
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THE OINOINNATI OONVEKTION. 

J. B. W. SLOANS, D. D. 

I AM constrained to congratulate the readers of the Reformed 
Presbyterian and Covenanter on th* success of the Cincinnati Con- 
vention. , ^ 

Two hundred and fifty delegatej; assembling, during the coldest 
weather of the season and the prevalence of a dangerous epidemic, to 
insist upon an acknowledgment of God and his Son Jesus Christ and 
his law in the constitution of the United States, is just the most nota- 
ble event that these modern days have witnessed. The omens are all 
t favorable ; the "Christian Amendment" has at last become the question 
f of the hour ; the movement has more of vitality in it than any inaugu- 
ated since the days of Luther, and must go on increasing in volume 
' and momentum until Christ is enthroned as King not only of our own 
! bnt of all the nations of the earth. 

: The convention moved from the beginning to the end like a majestic 
: piece of machinery, and having accomplished its purpose, came to a dig- 
\ nified close. The chair was occupied by Judge Hagans, ofthe Superior 
Court of Cincinnati, and in his absence by Dr. Audley Brown. These 
' gentlemen are both masters of parliamentary order, and held the 
[ oonvention well in hand, — a most important point, as all acquainted 
t irith deliberative bodies are well aware. 

^ The speech of Judge Hagans in taking the chair was characterized 
by philosophical thought, presented in language of unsurpassed 
raetorical beauty. We know of few finer passages in the English 
language than the onen which he declares: ^'The temple which the na- 
tion has built for itself does not blaze with the glory of the Inefiable 
Presence; the garments with which it has clothed itself, made with its 
own fingers, shimmer not with the halo of its divine origin as it goes' in 
and out before the people." \ 

When such men as Judge Strong and Judge Hagans commit them^^ilses 
80 anreservedly to this movement, we need not despair of the Rep3!y[ic« 
It would be well nigh .impossible to do justice to ^the speech of Dr. 
Mayo on the subject of ^'Beligion and Education/' T\i^ Ci\i^\n^\^TL cA 

89X117S 
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^^The Bible in the Schools/' in the recent struggle in GinciDnati, he came 
to us fresh from that conflict, and made such a speech as few in th< 
audience had ever heard equalled not to say surpassed. It was receivec 
bj hearty, repeated and continuous thunders of applause. It should be 
published and scattered by thousands all over the country. Who will pnl 
into the hands of the Secretary of the Association one hundred dollars to 
publish it in cheap pamphlet form ? Then we had a calm, profound 
and polished paper, such as he only can write, from Prof. Tayler Lewis, 
LL. D., part of a forthcoming work, which we have no doubt will 
prove a power in this grand work of reformation. 

The first part of the closing session was occupied with a speech from 
Prof. Stoddard of Wooster University, similar in its general tone to Prof. 
Lewis', and displaying such thorough mastery of the subject as an ac- 
complished scholar can alone exhibit. The closing speech was by Rev. 
T. P. Stevenson, in his best vein, but of which good taste forbids me to 
speak further. Is it not written in the Christian Statesman f 

A certain Rev. Mr. McCune, of Cincinnati, as we are informed, 
remarks thatT the movement lacks intelligence ! Judge Ilagans, Dr. 
Mayo, Prof. Tayler Lewis, Prof. Stoddard — Rev. Mr. McCune^ we take 
breath and pass on. 

We have not time to speak particularly of the discussions in which 
various members of the convention participated ; they were spirited ' 
vigorous, harmonious, and a marked feature of the convention. 

We had also two representatives from the farther shores : one as he 
informed us, came directly from the devil, and accredited with instruc- 
tions to make vigorous opposition, as it appeared ; the other directly 
from God, and with certain qualifications of course in favor of the move- 
ment. As the convention was occupied neither with things supernal not 
infernaly but wholly terrestial, these persons could not be heard, which 
seemed a grief of mind to both. More significant was the presence of 
Mr. Abbott, a gentlemanly, scholarly, but most pronounced oppoDcnt 
of the Christian religion. His protest and reply by Mr. Mayo are in 
the published proceedings of the convention. As we looked at his fine, 
intellectual head, clear, intelligent, blue eye, and marked his manifest 
candor and sincerity, we could not but wonder what untoward influence 
could have drawn him into the ranks of the unbelievers. We are com- 
pelled to say, however, that Mr. Abbott's protest appeared very feeble 
in the presence of the massive arguments upon the other side. 

While we speak encouragingly of the convention and feel that it 
has placed the cause upon a much higher vantage ground than it has 
ever occupied before, we are at the same time well aware that the work 
has just begun. There is nothing as yet but the skirmishing of the front 
lines ; the great battle is not yet on, but it is coming, and jcoming 
rapidly. 

There is an urgent demand just now for an enlargement of the 
Christian Statesman to at least double its present size, and for its weekly 
publication. Hundreds of dollars could be profitably expended in 
disseminating the pamphlet edition of the proceedings of the Cincin- 
nati convention, and thousands in the payment of lecturers. Such so- 
called religious papers as the T^ew York Independent dmiObserver^ 
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heir numerous small echoes in various parts of the country, are 

their utmost to deceive the Christian community as to the real 
; of the movement, and at present we are without adequate means 
interact their malign influence. If our friends who have the 
y would but furnish the necessary means^ a very few years would 
such results as would rejoice every patriot and follower of the 
Jesus Christ. No one who calmly surveys the field can fail to 
lat the opposition is based on no consistent principle, that it is su- 
ial, unreasoning and blind. We have the advantage of a thoroughly 
jtent and scientific theory. We have the immense leverage of 
[ principles, and the irresistible power of the religious conscious- 
ipon our side. And yet let us beware of over confidence. We 
work and contribute, or the cause will for the present be borne 

by the sheer force of persistent misrepresentation and display of 
sition. 

ben we contemplate the grand possibility of happiness to man 
ylory to God which are involved in this movement, we feel impa- 
to witness its triumph. It is not for us, however, to know the 

and the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power, 
hall behold the promised land, even though Moses-like we may 
le permitted to enter it, and it is a cause of rejoicing that in these 
; moral conflicts there is a crown of glory for those who fall nobly 
iDg as well as for those who witness the triumphs. 

drawing these remarks to a close, we must not omit to mention 
earisome, anxious, indefatigable labors of Mr. McAllister, assisted 
levs. W. H. French, H. H. George, A. M. Milligan and others, to 
a the great success of the convention was chiefly due. 



THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

DIT0R8 Reformed Pbssbtterian — You have in a late number a 
, entitled ^^ The Burial of Moses," which suggests, that I ought to take 
berty to put into your hands another on the same subject, copied from 
riginal manuscript in my possession. It will be all the more appreciated 
icount of its authoress, Miss Mollie E. Dodds, the church's missionary, 
poem was written some years ago. J, P. B. 

The morn broke glorious and clear 
On oriental lands and seas. 
And in the rosy flush of dawn / 

Were mantled waters, rocks and hills. 
Along the plains of Moab spread 
Were tents in number vast. 

And now 
A venerable man arose. 
And took his way along the plain ; 
He passed by Nebo's lofty mount. 
And firmly onward bent bis steps. 
With foot as light as that of youth, 
Up Pisgah's steep ascent he climbs. ^ ^_ 
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And, toiling oo, tlie summit gains. 
He lifts his eyes, and lo I his gaze 
Drinks in a splendid scene Mow. 
All Qilead, as far as Pan ; 
All Naphtali, and Ephraim ; 
Manasseh, Jndah, and the sea ; 
The south, the lovely valley-plain 
Of Jericho, the pity decked 
With spreading palms ; all down to Zbar, 
At one quick glance his eye takes in. 
Long, long, he gazing, wondering stood. 
And as he mused he heard a voice : 
** This is the land which I have sworn 
To Abraham's, my servant, seed, 
And they shall take it and possess. 
Thou with thine eyes hast seen, but foot 
Of thine shall never touch its soil. 
Thou art my servant, but hast sinned, 
And Canaan's land is not for thee. 
But for thee one has pledged his life. 
And' thus thy sins are all forgiven. 
Look now beyond this world, and see 
A better land for thee prepared. 
Take this inheritance ; 'tis thine.'' 
So Moses died, the man of God, 
According as the Lord had said. 
His grave unknown to all save God. 
' When Israel heard that he was dead, 
Who oft through perils them had led — 
That they should never hear his voice, 
Nor see the well-known form again — 
They lifted up their voice and wept. 
O Israel I weep not for thy chief 
Who rests serene in death's repose ; 
Sustained by him who conquers Death, 
Its terrors all for him were gone. 
Beyond the grave his soul has fled 
To that bright land across the stream, 
Where death and sorrow never come. 
Where love has an eternal reign 
And sin and sighing flee away. 
But for yourselves in sorrow weep. 
Lest ye that land should never see. 
And strive God's counsels all to keep, 
That ye may rest when life is done. 
When this brief pilgrimage is o'er. 
And all your cares and troubles past, 
May rest secure with him in heaven. 
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THE MONUMENT TO THE LATE PEOF. WILLSON. 

Pros'. Willson died in the city of Allegheny on Friday, the last day 
of August, 1866. On the following Monday his remains were taken 
Philadelphia, to rest beside those of his wife and several of their 
children. Not much time elapsed before the congregation to whom he 
had ministered for twenty-eight years, made known to the family their 
wish, that the marking of his grave be left to them. At a congrega- 
tional meeting it was resolved to erect a monument to his memory, and 
Mr. David Smith, a ruli'ng elder, was chosen treasurer of a fund for 
this end. This design was noticed in the magazine, and some money was 
afterwards received from Boston, the Second Newburgh and the West. 
It was, however, the Philadelphia congregation that assumed the re- 
sponsibility. A plan for the monument was drawn up for the com- 
mittee, who had the matter in charge, and having been adopted the 
work was entrusted to Mr. J. Waterhouse of the marble works on 
Arch street, who had the monument in place by the summer of 1870. 
The entire cost was $600. In bearing this, the congregation had the 
assistance especially of the Second New York, which became responsible 
for one-third of the expense, when the matter was brought before them 
by Mr. Hugh Graham, of Philadelphia. They arranged to set aside 
the collection at the evening service during the mejeting of Synod in 
New York City in 1870. The sermon on this occasion was preached 
by the present Professor, Dr. Sloane. 

The monument thus erected is 16 feet high, the base 3 feet 2 
inches square by 2 feet high, is of Pennsylvania blue marble ; the 
sub-base is moulded, and 2 feet 6 inches square by 12 inches high ; the 
die is 2 feet square^by 2 feet 6 inches high, with raised tablets on the 
four sides, the moulding panelled 12 inches thick ; the obelisk is a 
plain shaft. All of the monument but the base is of Italian marble. 
It bears on the face of the shaft the family rjame in raised capitals, 
and on the tablet beneath is the following inscription : 

Erected to the memory of 

Rkv. James McLeod Willson, D. D. 

Born at the Forks of the Yough, Pa., Nov. 17, 1809. 

From-lSSl to 1862, Pastor of the First Keformed Presbyterian Congregation 

(O. S.), Philadelphia. 
From 1859 to 1866, Professor in the Theological Seminary at Allegheny City, Pa., 

Where he died, Aug. 31, 1866. 

The lot is in Monument Cemetery, on North Broad street, above 
Columbia avenue. It is in section C of the cemetery plan. I have 
desired to make this record, not only as of interest to the friends of 
the late Professor, but as a proper acknowledgment on the part of the 
family to those who have taken part in this labor of love. That which 
lies behind this deed is, however, of more value — the esteem of his 
work for the church ot Christ. 

Above the entrance to the tomb of Napoleon is an extract from his 
will : " I desire that my remains may rest upo'n the banks of the 
Seine, among the people whom I so much love." How much more 
love is shown, in the sight of God, by the painful labor of a humble 
minister of Christ, than by all the work of such a conqueror? Nor 
does this love go always unrecognized, even in the world. 3.^. 

Allxghbnt City, Feb. 16, 187::. D* 
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EELIGIOUS CONVENTION. 

According to previous arrangements, a religious convention 
held at Sidney, Shelby county, Ohio, on Feb. 19th, 20th and 
There were present fourteen ministers of the gospel, with others 
participated in the exercises, from the following denominations : 1 
three presbyteries of the Reunited Presbyterian Church, two presbyt 
of the U. P. Church, one presbytery of the R. P. Church, and 
conferences of the M. E. Church. 

During the sittings of the convention, the following question 
up for consideration : In what way can Christians best count 
the public desecration of the holy Sabbath ? After a very full 
agreeable interchange of views, the following preamble and 
lutions were unanimously adopted, the whole audience, consi 
of several hundred persons, voting by a rising vote ; there was 
a dissenting voice. 

Whereas, The Sabbath is a divine institution, one of Heaven's 
gifts to man ; the observance of which, or the failure to do so, ch 
terizes the state of true religion among a people, either as vigoro 
otherwise ; and to the observance of which are annexed the mos 
couraging promises, Isa. 58 : 13, 14, while to its violation there 
the most alarming threatenings, Jer. 17 : 21-27, particularly 
verse: "But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sal 
day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Je 
lem on the Sabbath day ; then will I kindle a fire in the gates th< 
and it shall burn and shall not be quenched.'' And, 

Whereas, It is characteristic of our times, that Christiins ft 
a very large extent in coming up to the true spirit of the obser 
of the holy Sabbath ; while, alas ! many members of the churcl 
connected, in a pecuniary way, in investments in which employee 
forced to perform daily labor on the Sabbath ; while, outside o 
church, there are many organizations, as rail road corporations 
which in a very extensive way throughout our entire country o 
and constantly profane the Sabbath. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the mind of this convention this is one c 
chief hindrances to vital piety in the church, and to the successfi 
rapid conversion of sinners. 

Resolved^ That in our judgment it is the duty of the orgs 
church, in her superior judicatories, to take such action as will b 
culated to promote the spirituality of the observance of the holj 
bath, as a day not only to work for Christ, but to be .with him, a 
hold communion with him ; to free herself from-all connection wi 
desecration ; and to use her whole influence against the public de 
tion of the day by rail road corporations and business men in 
department where it is profaned ; and we hereby humbly and eari 
ask of the judicatories of the church, that such action may spi 
be taken. 

Resolved, That it is very desirable, that the action of the judi 
ies of the different branches of the church be simultaneous, so 
hring the whole influence of the Christian church to bear at the 
time on this great evil. 
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Heaalvedj That Revs. G. L. Kolf, of the Reunited Presbyterian 
Church, J. W. Williamson of the United Presbyterian Church, P. H. 
Wylie, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and Isaac Newton, of 
tbe Methodist Episcopal Church, be a committee to lay this matter 
before the judicatories of the churches represented in this convention, 
and to have this action published in the organs of their respective 
churches. P. H. Wylib, Ch. of Com. 

HOMESTEAD LAW OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Messrs. Editors Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter — 
Allow me to call the attention of the members of our church to two 
clauses in the Homestead Law of the United States, which, in my 
judgment, make it impracticable for a Covenanter to take land under 
the provisions of that law. 

I have before me the Tribune Almanac of 1870, in which there is 
an abstract of the Homestead Law. The first clause to which I would 
call attention is this : "Any person who is the head of a family, or 
who has arrived at the age of 21 years, and is a citizen of the United 
States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to become 
fuchy as required by the naturalization laws of the United States * * 
shall * * be entitled to enter one quarter section," &c. As this is 
required of every one before " taking a claim,** Covenanters t^Ao t^ere 
not horn in this country cannot take land under the homestead laws ; 
3 because in doing so they must swear that they intend to become a 
ei citizen by swearing to support the constitution of the United States, 
for that is what the naturalization laws require. If we cannot swear to 
support the constitution, we cannot honestly swear that we intend at some 
fature time to swear that oath. Aliens^ then, cannot take homesteads. It 
is a disputed question, I believe, whether the home-born may swear that he 
M such as the alien becomes by naturalization. If it be inconsistent to 
do 80, then, even the home-born Covenanter cannot "take a claim." 
But, as some of those "who seem to be pillars,'* take the ground! that 
it is no^ inconsistent to swear that we are citizens, I will not expose 
myself to the danger of being crushed by setting up the opposite 
opinion. In my judgment, there is another reason why a Covenanter 
shall not ^^ tajce a claim.** That reason is this, lest the person home- 
9teading be led into temptation^ and swear (when the five years r re ended), 
^^ that he will bear true allegiance to the government of the United 
States.'* According to the homestead law, every one must so swear 
before he can get his title to his homestead. After the action which 
the Synod took in regard to the soldiers' oath, no Covenanter should 
be in doubt as to his duty. Se cannot swear this oath. 

Many of our people are now living on homesteads. Perhaps by en- 
tering them with money, before the expiration of the five years, they 
may not have to swear this oath. I am not able to say this can be done. 
If it cannot^ all of our people who are on homesteads are in a place 
from which they cannot escape without either abandoning their prin- 
ciples, or (which it ia better to do,) their houses and lands. 

I write, since no ope else has written, that our people may know that 
Westeads are "enchanted ground.*' 

I am yoara in the work of Chriat, Ti. Ci,^ k%:vs»« 
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SEOEET 803IETIE8 lU COLLEGES. 

BY RIV. H. CBOSBY, D. D. 

The heart of man loves secrecy, because it is an element of power. 
The honest heart, which would not seek secrecy as a cloak of sin, may 
yet rejoice in the necessary secrecy of a superior knowledge or experi- 
ence. There is a pleasure, too, in having others aware that there is 
this reserved power within us, but of the high moral character of this 
pleasure we may have our doubts. Of its prevalence, however, we can 
have no doubt. The child in the nursery cries out in triumph to its 
fellow, " I know something that you don't ; ** and is as proud of its bit 
of concealed information as a man might be of a golden fortune. The 
nursery recognizes power in the little boaster, even when. the other en- 
vious toddlers force their responsive shout of "I don't care." He is 
known as the possessor of a secret, and the heartlets around are long- 
ing to share it with him. Conscious of his power, he can now safely 
ask for a piece of candy from this one, or a bite from the apple of 
another, without fear of a refusal. 

dolid, studious men get this power in a legitimate way. By long 
tolling through the intricacies of expressed truth in any of the depart- 
ments of science, they grow from neophytes to veterans in knowledge. 
They are charged batteries of information and wisdom, and are natu- 
rally and necessarily hailed as such by the community. Hidden 
treasures lie within their minds, and the woBld pays respect to the 
power that is implied. For power is man's grandest crown, and 
knowledge (as the adage says) is power. 

Where men cannot gain this position of influence in the legimate 
way, either from want of capacity or indolence, or the necessities of 
youth, there is a very natural endeavor to gain it by trick and as- 
sumption. Lying diplomas, bought or stolen, flattering endorsements 
of obligated friends, the whimseys of political chicane will do for them 
what only hard labor could do for honest men. * * * * 

We have no hesitation in writing secret societies among the quack- 
eries of this earth, a part of the great system by which the mud-be- 
gotten try to pass themselves off as of heaven's origin. Leave out 
those secret associations, whose concealment is for safety, as in politi- 
cal crises, and a secret society is a deception, more or less innocent ac- 
cording to the character of its contents. 

My first objection to the secret societies of our colleges is founded 
on the above considerations.; They are pretences, and thus at war with 
truth, candor and manliness. " Omnc ignotum pro magnifico" is the 
principle from which they draw their life. However harmless in their 
actual operations or undertakings, however well composed in their 
membership, however pure in their meetings they may be, the fact of 
secrecy is insidiously weakening the foundations of frank truthfulness 
in the youthful mind. The sophomore wears his badge as an enbleo 
of a sham, and feels a glow of pride in supporting a hypocrisy. Thi8 
language is not too strong to those who are accustomed to trace th» 
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great evils of our world to their germs, and who would strangle the 
tiger when he is a manageable cub. These little (?) divergencies from 
truth in children and youth become the gigantic frauds of the great 
world-like by the simple action of time upon divergent lines of pro- 
gress. There can be no more important instruction iuculcated on our 
young men than the necessity of truthful openness as the very warp 
of all virtue. Every thing that conflicts with this is a poison, and 
will leave its mark upon the character. A sham is not only in itself a 
mean thing, but it blocks the way to truth. A lazy soul (and I be- 
lieve all souls in the flesh are lazy), finding a quasi success in the 
sham, gives up the pursuit of the true. • The lad who receives honor 
among his comrades because he wears a mystic skull and bones upon 
his breast, will proportionally lose so much of his zeal for scholarship 
and all else that constitutes. true work. He has his fortune (he thinks), 
and he does not care for new ventures or investments. 

My second objection to secret societies in our colleges is in the op- 
portunity given by the secrecy to immoralities. I do not speak igno- 
rantly, but from a personal experience. Thirty years ago I was a 
member of a college secret society, and while I had upright fellow- 
members, and we encouraged literary culture somewhat, I found the 
a88ociation was chiefly a temptation to vice. The promise of secrecy 
prevented all disclosure to parents, and the seclusion was thus perfect. 
We met in the back room of a hotel, liquor was brought from the bar- 
room for the company, and, as in all such styles of association, the 
conversation gravitated to the obscene and sensuaK At times the 
Bcene became painfully demonstrative. I do not charge all or any of 
our college secret societies with such excesses at this day. Thirty 
years may have wrought a change. The very society to which I belonged, 
I have reason to believe, at this time is perfectly free from these 
stains. But still they all offer a remarkable opportunity for sins, in 
which publicity would not allow their members to indulge for a moment. 

A man is certainly no better morally for a restraint from any sin, 
but the community is better off by his restraint, and he himself is on a 
more hopeful road. Youth should be especially a season of restraint 
for the most obvious reasons, and any secrecy established at this crisis 
of life is in direct war with restraint. 

A third objection I have alluded to above. The confidence between 
parent and child is broken, and hence destroyed, by these secret so- 
cieties. How a father's heart sinks, as his son, returning from college 
at his first vacation, refuses, for the first time, to be full and candid, 
in his communications ! He has joined a secret society, and his father 
is Ro more a confidant. The sacredness of love receives its first blow; 
its beauty is rudely defaced. A free and entire communion between 
the young and their parents is both the safeguard of the young and 
the comfort of the parent. This the secret societies of our colleges 
overthrows. I have referred to the father, because the mother is gen- 
erally prepared to see her growing son applying to the father in all his 
growing experiences, and, with the self-sacrifice tha.t has its only home 
in a mother's heart, she yields that proper and natural inquisition 

^hichshe has maintained so long. "When, however, this new form of 
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the family bond is broken, there is no heart that bleeds bo freely a8 
the mother's. The secrecy of the college society renders it peculiarlj , 
adapted to be a rival to the family. Now a young man too easily 
learns the false and sad lesson that it ip manly to slight domestic ties, 
and substitutes a species of club-life in its place, and where that clab- 
life takes on it the fascinations of secrecy, the danger is greatly aug- 
mented. 

These are my three main objections to secret societies. They refer 
to the general principles of morality, and may be applied to all secret 
societies amon^ the young. But there are other local objections that 
belong to the college, and these I will briefly enumerate. 

I have some experience as a college o£Scer, and for years occupied 
the post of secretary of the faculty in one of our institutions, which 
post was that (among other things) of chief of police. The delin- 
quents were consigned to my care. It was mine to advise and chide, 
to visit parents, and to communicate the verdicts of the faculty, and 
in this way the statistics of college derelictions came constantly under 
my eye. The observations I now oflFer are made, therefore, from a 
double opportunity which I have enjoyed. 

Under this preamble I put my fourth objection, that college secret 
societies interfere with a faithful course of study. The college curri- 
culum demands the whole energy of a student. All that he can reserve 
from necessary recreation should be given to his studies. This is his 
great work, on which his whole life depends. Failure here will run as 
failure in some form all through his decades. There is a tide of prac- 
tical apposition to this plain truth manifest in some of our oldest col- 
leges. Recreation is made the business, it appears, of college life* 
Boat clubs and base ball clubs, instead of forming amusements for 
tempora subseciva, demand a course of training that successfully com- 
petes with the college curriculum. I object to secret societies that 
they do this same thing. They absorb the attention. The nucleus of 
college life is there rather than in the lecture room or study. I always 
found the best students were those who either kept out of the secrat 
societies, or who entered very slightly into their operations. Some of 
the societies strove to gain the best students, it is true, and so to gain 
a high standing with the faculty and the college, but these best students 
were generally figure-heads. The Napoleons of the secret societies 
were very low on the college record. These societies upset the founda- 
tions of honor by making it honorable for a member to neglect his 
college duties in order to perform the behests of his Alpha Minor Tau 
Delta^ and so they shield the offender against academic law, and give 
to him a sort of glory, where he should be drenched with disgrace. ^ 

A fifth objection is found in the natural use of these societies for ^ 
disturbance of public order. Absurd initiations (either real or pre- 
tended), rivalries, and conspiracies find their home and nurture in . 
these hidden communions. Oirt of the darkness dark deeds groif* 
An enmity against a student or a professor is systematically fostered 
into persecution in these favouring caucuses of secrecy. A young man 
who would never have thought of violence, is led by the false sense of 
honour which reeks in secret societies, to join with others in a crime 
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^gainst tho state. Of course^ this is not the universal and inevitable 
issue of secret societies, but this has frequently been their history, and 
they are naturally fitted for such results. Th5 minor disturbances of 
college order, of which they are the causes, are legion. 

The sixth objection I have to offer is their evil influence upon the 
regular literary societies of the college, which are instituted as ad- 
juncts of the curriculum. Tho secret societies are more fascinating. 
They assert themselves in the literary societies by the quarrels of 
rival factions, and literature flies out of the window. I believe and I 
am right in asserting that in most of our colleges the literary societies 
(most important helps to the student in composition and oratorj) have 
been utterly ruined, except as alumni centres, by the secret societies. 
My last objection is their expensiveness. The great majority of 
Btudents are poor. They need to live with a strict economy. The 
secret society asks more of them, oftentimes, than their education asks. 
Even buildings are put up for thesocieties and extravagantly furnished, 
and for these, the students are taxed. To refuse payment would be 
to suffer disgrace. Debts are incurred, and mental agony sown broad- 
cast by these inflictions of a bastard honor, which are throwing ob- 
stacles in the way of the education of the poor, while good men through- 
out the country are laboring to open college education to all. 

I know that many excellent men, long after they leave college, sup- 
port these societies. Ministers of eminence are their chaplains — (save 
the mark !) — and statesmen wear the mystic badges. But for all that, 
I cannot but believe that the principle on which they rest is pernicious, 
and nothing is gained by them which might not be gained far better 
hyopen dealing. The principle is not only pernicious, but childish, an 
anti-cliraax which may have weight with some who would prefer to do 
wrong rather than to be reckoned as lacking wit. — Congregationalist. 



WHY DOBS THE DRINKING OF ALCOHOL OAUSE DEATH ? 

Prom the "Temperance Manual," a very readable little work by 
Kev. Justine Edwards, D. D., we extract the following in regard to 
the injurious effects of alcoholic drinks upon the system : 

Were the human body tiansparent and could we see the effect of 
ilcohol as we do the color of men's faces, every ttan might answer 
ihis question for himself. He would have ocular demonstration that 
Jcohol is a poison, and that the drinking of it is a violation of natural 
md moral laws. It has no nourishment in it. The digestive organs 
sannot decompose it into blood, bones, or into anything by which the 
mman body is nourished, strengthened or Fupported. When swallowed 
tgoes into the stomach, the common receptacle of food. This is a 
lelicate and principal organ, and its state affects the whole body. Its 
inner coat, in a healthy condition, is slightly tinged with a reddish 
color. The blood vessels which spread over it are exceedingly numer- 
ous, and yet so small that the naked eye cannot discern them. They 
give to it a delicate reddish hue, like the delicate tinge on the cheek 
of a healthy child. Alcohol when it touches that delicate organ irri- 
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tateB the surface, and produces through the medium of the nerves & 
tingling sensation. The sensation is a note of alarm — a warning to 
the system, that an enemy has invaded it. The heart, that great sen* 
tinel, starts anew and throws additional forces on to the invaded spot 
in order to protect it. The hlood in greater quantity and with greater 
force rushes into those little vessels, till, by and by, if the process be 
continued they become enlarged, so that you can see them spreading 
out all over the inn*r surface of the stomach in thousands of ramifi- 
cations, like the branches of a tree. The surface becomes inflamed 
and begins to grow black. The blood settles ; the coats become thick- 
ened ; ulcers begin to form and spread out, till, if the process is con- 
tinued and increased, as in the case of the drunkard, the whole inner 
coat of that fundamental or^an puts on the appearance of mortification, 
and becomes in color like the back of a chimney. Not unfrequentlj - 
cancers are formed and the whole surface becomes one common sore. 
The consequence is that the stomach necessarily becomes unfitted to 
digest food, and the whole system sufifers. 

From the stomach the aloohDl unchanged is taken up by the absorb- 
ent vessels and carried into the blood, that great receptacle and com- 
mon carrier of nourishment. With that it is circulated through the 
system, till as a nuisance it is seized upon by the emunctories, the 
scavengers, and is thrown off. But it was alcohol, a subtle and irri- 
tating poison when taken into the stomach, and it is the same when 
sucked up by the absorbent vessels and carried into the blood. It is 
alcohol in the heart, in the lungs, in the arteries, in the brain, in the 
veins, the nerves and tissues, and fibres of the whole body, and it is 
alcohol when, having passed through all the circulation, it is expelled. 
Give ^t to a dog ; take the blood from his foot and distil it and you 
have alcohol, the same which the dog drank — no, not the same which 
he drank, for a dog knows too much to drink it; it is the same which 
in opposition to the instinct which God gave him and drunkenness has 
not obliterated, you forced upon him. 

Take the blood from the foot of a drunkard, from his head or his 
liver, and distil it, you have alcohol. It has actually been taken from 
the brains strong enough, on the application of fire, to burn. Dr. 
Kirk, of Scotland, dissected a man who died in a fit of intoxication. 
From the lateral ventricles of the brain he took a fluid directly sen- 
sible to the smell of whisky. When he applied a candle to it, it in- 
stantly took fire and burned blue. ''The lambent blue flame," he 
says, ''characteristic of the poison, playing on the spoon for some 
seconds.'* 

All the organs of the human body have as much work to do as is 
consistent with permanent healthful action when they have to remove 
only what is occasioned by nourishing food and drink. God designed 
in that case that they should all be diligent in business. In the struc- 
ture of the body he has given them as much to do as they can perforin, 
and yet to the longest preserve human life. 

If you withhold what is nourishing, and then diminish their strength, 
or load them with what is not nourishing and thus increase their labor, 
you necessarily wear them out too soon and produce premature decay 
and death. 
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Digestion is one of the most important of all the animal functions. 
]he object is to convert food into nourishment, for the purpose of 
enovating and sustaining the system, by repairing the wastes which 
kre continually taking place. This function alcohol peculiarly dis- 
urbs. 

Among the millions and million! of little workers,- day and night, 
ill diligent in business when not invaded by transgression, there is the 
Host pure and perfect harmony, the most delicate sensibility and the 
most wonderful sympathy. "If one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it; and if one member rejoice, all the members with it 
rejoice." There is no "schism in the body." The good of each is the 
good of all, and each in view of all echoes the declaration of its Maker, 
very good. 

From the manner in which those two different sets of organs, namely, 
those for the deposit of nourishment and those for the expulsion of 
poisons, treat any substance which is taken into the body, and from 
the manner in which that substance treats them, we learn its nature 
and the will of God in regard to the use of it. If the organs for the 
deposit of nourishment will take hold of it, and work it up into flesh, 
or bones, or which causes it to gi-ow strong and healthy, then the sub- 
stance is good and it is proper to use it. But if those organs reject 
it, and thus show that they have no need of it, and the organs of the 
expulsion of poison seize upon it and drive it from the territory, then 
it is an enemy, and ought not to be admitted to the camp. 

How then do these two sets of organs treat alcohol ? First, how do 
those treat it, whose business it is to deposit nourishment ? Do they 
take it and work it up into flesh and bones, sinews, nerves, or anything 
by which the body is nourished or supported ? Never. They all in- 
stinctively reject it ; they cannot use it. Alcohol it was, alcohol it is, 
aad alcohol it will be in spite of all they can do with it. 

We have seen how it treats the stomach, swelling its thousand little 
blood vessels to ten times their proper size, inflaming, thickening and 
ulcerating its coats and changing its delicate, reddish hue into black- 
ness. When carried into the blood, it goes to one group of vessels 
and they reject it. If they can prevent it they will not even suffer it 
to stop. "It is hurried on frdln organ to organ, marking its course with 
irregularity of action and disturbance of function," till, having passeil 
around the body, it is rejected by all. Nor is this the whole ; while 
they fight against it, it impedes their progress and goads them on to 
madness. Having to labor amidst the fire and fumes of an irritating, 
poisonous foe, they become irritated and poisoned ; their sensibilities 
are blunted, their energies crippled, and they cannot do their work. 
These parts of the body which are dependent upon them for support, 
are not supplied and they complain. The organs retort, the harmony 
of the system is interrupted, sympathy between the parts is weakened 
and then destroyed. Confusion ensues and every evil work. In their 
hlind intoxicated frenzy they bite and devour one another, and so are 
consumed one of another. 
The marks of that warfare, when it has continued long and pro- 
' ceeded far, are seen in the crimson face and bloodshot eye, the swollen 
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nose, the palsied tongue, the trembling limbs, the tottering steps and 
falling body ! while the common enemy goes on from conquering to 
conquer, till, if he cannot be expelled, death and destruction reign o?er 
all. Were the body transparent, you would see the footprints of the 
enemy on the inside long before you discovered them on the outside. 

What reception does it meet with from the organs whose business it 
is to watch for enemies aud clear off nuisances ? Do they let it alone? 
or do they, like the other organs, suffer it to continue to pass on 
through the highway of the system ? If they should they would be 
traitors. But they are not traitors, nor are they cowards. Any in- 
vading foe however powerful, they will attack, even alcohol itself. No 
sooner does it come within their reach, than they seize it, work at 1% 
and never leave it unless they are conquered, till they expel it. It is 
a war of desperation, never to cease until one party or the other is 
conquered. The first invaders they expel, and the next, and the next. 
But if new recruits with increasing numbers and power continue to 
invade, and their own recruits begin to fail, their resources to diminiflh 
and their power to decline ; especially, if you who are the guardian 
for whom they have labored with untiring assiduity day and night for 
years, if you turn traitor, side with the enemy, and pour in his recmite, 
those organs, in that sickly climate, with that deadly foe, will begin to 
faint, and by and bye sink down in despair, while they and you, by 
your own suicidal hands, will die together. 

Keep in mind that this is all extra labor, of a most exhausting kind, 
with a deadly foe and in a poisonous atmosphere which that foe creates. 
It is cruelty to oneself, more abominable than that which Egyptian 
taskmasters exercised towards their slaves. 

They required them to make their brick without straw, but they did 
not lessen their iood ; they did not poison their atmosphere ; they did 
not diminish their strength ; they did not multiply iheir enemies. All 
these the rum drinker does to his own organs, which he is bound by 
every principle of duty and interest to protect and nourish as part of 
himse'f. But in violation of all becomes his own destroyer. 

Human life in this way is often cut off ten, twenty, and sometimes 
fifty years sooner than sin or Satan without alcohol would have accom- 
plished it. The poor soul by violence is driven from his earthly 
tenement, and not permitted to stay out its proper time by half a 
century. No wonder unerring justice and infallible truth should say, 
"Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that putteth the bottle 
to Lis lips, and maketh him drunken.' — Monroe Co. Lca^e. 



WAYS AND MEANS TOE THE SPEEAD OF THE GOSPEL. 

The writer having been recently engaged in collecting money in aid 
of the bereaved family of a Syrian missionary, left destitute in conse- 
quence of the death of the head of that family, has had the idea for- 
cibly impressed on his mind that there is a great lack of method in 
securing means for the support and spread of the gospel generally^ 
The church ought to anticipate her necessities and by a well organized 
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criptural plan lay up in her treasury, in store, for all contingencies, 
o that when calls are made thereon no hasty and urgent appeals to 
ler congregations, or individual members, may be required — or in other 
fords, ^^that there be no gatherings when I come.** There ought to be 
i flow of the surplus funds of every congregation into the common 
;rea8ury of each denomination — from which ail wants may be supplied. 
[t is especially true that the foreign missionary department languishes 
for want of means, and that many of the aged and worn out pastors 
have only a mere pittance to live on, a part of which often comes from 
the hands of charitable strangers. The ability, training «tnd character 
required for the ministry would, undoubtedly, if applied to worldly 
Easiness, secure at least a respectable competence for them and their 
families. Beyond the desire to glorify God there is little inducement 
for young men of talent to prepare for and preach the gospel ; the 
prospect before them being a life of privation — in most cases no pecu 
niary provision on their part being possible for their families, though 
perhaps young and helpless when called away. And the question 
naturally arises whether those who have charge of the greatest interest 
which can engage the human mind — namely, the salvation of souls — 
should be left destitute, or even wanting any of the necessaries of 
life. The great Master himself will no doubt watch over them and 
theirs, but do we do our duty and give'' in proportion to our prosperity ? 
It is said in the plainest possible language : ''Will a man rob God ? 
Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee ? 
In tithes and offerings ? Ye are cursed with a curse ; for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation." Again it is said: "Now con- 
cerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even so do ye.'* "Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as Grod hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come." 

Do we lay by us the first day of the week as God hath prospered 
Us ? Consider, if you please, the contributions of any of our congre- 
gations ; examine the accounts for the last two or three years, and 
contrast the amount of contributions with the ability of the members, 
and the claims for christianizing purposes. Let those acquainted with 
the circumstances of the 4nembers of different Christian congregations 
form a moderate estimate of their earnings, and see whether they have 
done their duty in " tithes and offerings ;'* for, according to the Chris- 
tian rule, and in harmony with the practice of Old Testament saints, 
at least a tenth of our income should be given to €l^od's service. If 
not, then — "upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered him,'' and it will surprise those 
vho have not thought of it, how much money may be raised during 
the year (without being oppressive to the givers,) for various church 
expenses, such as the pastor's salary, current expenses of the congre- 
gation, missionary purposes, assistance for poor congregations, and for 
benevolent uses generally ; but rather let Sabbath contributions take 
the place of renting and selling pews, a system open to many objec- 
tions. For example, if some ot the members of a congregation, num- 
l>ering, say four hunured, would give each Sabbath even not more than 
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ten cents a piece, and others would give (according to their means] |C 
sums varying from ten cents to five dollars, though perhaps the latt« 
amount could be afforded by comparatively fevir, it being understood) 
however, that whatever sum might be dedicated would be paid regularly 
every Sabbath, and should the contributor be occasionally absent, then 
the succeeding Sabbath the arrears to be made up and paid into the 
treasury, the amount collected at the end of the year would be very 
considerable. For instance : 

If 10 Members give $0.10 each, the am't would be $1 a Sabbath, or $52 a y'r. 
If 20 Members giye $0.20 each, the am't would be $4 a Sabbath, or $208 a y'r. 
If 100 Members give $0.25 each, the am't would be $25 a Sabbath, or $1,800 a y'r. 
If 150 Members give $0 50 each, the am't would be $75 a Sabbath, or $8,900 a y'r. 
If 60 Members give $0.75 each, the am't would be $io a Sabbath, or $2,840 a y'r. 
If 25 Members give $1.00 each, the am't would be $25 a Sabbath, or $1,800 a y'r. 
If 20 Members give $2.00 each, the am't would be $40 a Sabbath, or $2,080 a y'r. 
If 10 Members give $8.00 each, the am't would be $30 a Sabbath, or $1,^60 a y'r. 
If 5 Members give $5.00 each, the am't would be $25 a Sabbath, or $1,300 a y'r, 

400 Members give each Sabbath - . $270 or - $14,000 for lyr. 

The above may not be the correct proportion as to the number of J 
members who, in any congregation, would pay the diffeient amounts 
mentioned, but the principle on which the table is based will, it is 
thought, be found correct, and, if Christians generally would adopt 
some such financial plan, then the apocalyptic angel long bound to the 
earth by covetousness, would soon '^fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people/* 

How can the young men do the work of Christ if congregations will 
not provide for their ordinary necessities, and how must the old men 
— those who have worked long and faithfully — suffer if they do not 
feel the loving hand of the church bearing them up in their hour of 
need. 

In the present divided state of the church each denomination should 
act, as much as possible, as a unit in the gathering of means for carry- 
ing on the work of Christ, and in that good time when Christians shall 
be one body, the grand doctrine of equality shall be the rule, **For if 
there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he hath not, for Imean not that other 
men be eased, and you burdened ; but by an equality, that now at this 
time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abund- 
ance also may be a supply for your want, that there may be equality ; 
as it is written, he that gathered little had no lack," (2 Corinthians, 
8th chap., 12, 13, 14 and 15 verses,) referring here to the gathering 
of the manna in the wilderness (Exodus, 16th chapter, 16, 17 and 18 
verses), which was gathered by them, some more, some less, but meted 
out with an omer equally to all, so that equality of distributions was the 
rule ; he that gathered little had no lack, he that gathered much had 
nothing over, all were supplied. 

Christian ministers, do you instruct your people to give as God pros- 
pers them? If congregations abound in the grace of liberality, then 
pastors are not likely to suffer. 
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Christian friends, let ns do our duty, and "upon the first day of the 
reek let every one of you lay by him in store as Grod hath prospered 
im, that there may be no gathering when I come." 

*' Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there maybe meat 
Q mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if 

will not open you ihe windows ofi heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
hat there shall not be room enough to receive it.*' 



THE OHUEOH IS HISTORY. 

Who can doubt for one moment, that the submersion of the Egyp- 
tians in the Red Sea, the catastrophes that befel Babylonian and 
Persian monarchs, the victories of Alexander the Great, the accession 
of Constantino to the throne of the Caesars, the final extinction of the 
Western Roman Empire by Odoacer, and of the Eastern by Mahomet 
n , the shock of the Crusades in their vain efibrt to recover the Holy 
Sepulchre, the wars of the Reformation, with all their policies and di- 

tlomacies, enter as truly into the fibre and texture of ecclesiastical 
istory, as do the Bondage in Egypt, the Captivity in Babylon, the 
establishment of Christianity as a religio licita^ the corruptions of 
Scholasticism and Popery, and the bitter rivalries, between the Papacy 
anil Patriarchate, that woke their echoes five hundred years, along the 
banks of the Tiber and the Bosphorus? Why is it that neither Gibbon, 
nor Guizot, nor Michelet, nor Robertson, nor Macaulay, can portray the 
civil and political fortunes of the periods that engage their pens, with- 
out weaving Christianity therein, and making conspicuous the church 
of God ? Why is it that D'Aubign^'s " History of the Reformation" 
is a history of civil, military, and political, as well as religious convul- 
sions? What is it that makes Dean Milman's '' History of Latin 
Christianity " one of the best histories of the whole mediaeval period? 
or the *' Ecclesiastical History of England," by the venerable Bede, 
the most reliable account of the Anglo-Saxon Commonwealth? How 
Comes it that, in the methodical distribution of the material of ecclesi^ 
Mtical history, the rubrics and divisions, so convenient in ordinary 
Jimes, become utterly worthless, in times such as those of the Reform- 
ation and the English Commonwealth — the times of Luther and Crom- 
irell ? What, and how, except that in the mighty crises and volcanic 
ipheavings and overturnings of the nations, all the forces of humanity, 
;ivil, military, political, religious, social, rush together and are fused 
nto one common unity and energy, cause and consequence at the same 
iime of the stupendous movement God himself has ordained ? Do we 
leed, after our own experienee, to be taught this truth ? French, 
Spanish, American^ Italian, Mexican revolutions, are as truly epochs 
n ecclesiastical history as are the divulsions of the East and West, of 
Protestant and Catholic, of Lutheran and Reformed. Church history 
lan no more dispense with the Peace of Westphalia or the Edict of 
Mantes, than with the Protest at Spires or the Theses at Wittenberg, 
toman, French, and German Emperors figure as extensively as do 
talian Pontiffs. Constantino and Clovis, Charlemagne, the Othoa^ 
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and Barbarossa, are no less important than Sylvester and Leo, Hilde- 
brand and Pio Nono. Saint Louis under the oaks of Yincennes, and 
Henry YIII. in his royal court, can no more be omitted, in the ex- 
planation of the ecclesiastical history of their times, than Gregory IX. 
or Clement YIL at Rome. In the high ordination of God, Kings and 
Presidents, Sultans and Czars, Moguls and Shahs, are just as neces- 
sary, in their sphere, for the outworking' of his divine purpose, even 
while he sits in the heavens and holds them '^in derision," as are 
Prophets and Apostles, Presbyters, Patriarchs, and Popes. The 
Councils of Nicoea, Chalcedon, Basle, Constance, Trent, the Synods 
of Dort and Westminster, play relatively no inore important a part in 
the grand role of Providence, than do Parliament and Congress, Sa- 
blime Porte and Chambers of Deputies, Beichsrath and Cortes. The 
interests of Christ's kingdom embraces them all, and all are but mere 
instruments, under God, working constantly in its behalf. Admirable 
therefore, is the profound utterance of Professor Brandis, of Bonn, in 
his History of Philosophy, when he teaches that '' in proportion as his- 
torical investigations are elaborated into a universal historical science, 
in the same proportion will Christ be acknowledged as the eternal and 
divine substance of the whole historical life of the world, and his 
sacred person will greet us every where on the historic page, as it 
greets us every where in the scriptures of our faith." 

It is more than a matter of idle curosity to know that the profound 
view which vindicates for ecclesiastical history its claim to a throne so 
lofty, pertains, in modern times, to the *era when a signal revolution 
was achieved in the treatment of astronomical science. The great eon- 
ception, that Christ and his people constitute the centre of all move- 
ment and development in history, was, first of all, clearly advanced, in 
modern times, in the age that accepted the heliocentric theory of the 
planetary system. Copernicus had already broken away from the 
ancient theories of Hipparchus, Ptolemy and Eudoxus. Already ho 
had uttered the majestic words, " By no other combination have I been 
able to find so admirable a symmetry, in the diverse parts of this great 
whole, as by placing the torch of the world, the sun, which governs the 
whole family of stars, upon a royal throne, in the centre of nature's 
temple." Already Galileo, Kepler and Newton had demonstrated that 
this planet of ours .is only part of a vast system, governed by identical 
laws. The doctrine that the sun is a central, unifying, organizing 
power, was firmly established. The study of the Bible, moreover, had 
contributed to redeem European intellect from the despotism and stag' 
nation of nearly a thousand years. It did more. It inoculated the 
minds of the children of Japheth with the ideas of the sons of Shem. 
A higher than a merely scholastic, classical, or secular view of the 
world was attained. The impulse communicated itself to every de* 
partment of knowledge, and was felt in the province of universal histo- 
ry. It was reserved, however, for the illustrious Bossuet to do (ot 
history what Copernicus had done for astronomy. In the preparation 
of his Hisioire Univeraelle^ first published A» D. 1681, composed ex* 
pressly for the instruction of the Dauphin of France, he elaborated 0» 
work, the whole design of which was ^'to consider, in the order o^ 
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time, the progress of the people of God and that of the great empires 
©f the world, both which roll on together in that great movement of 
the ages where they have, so to speak, one and the same course." It 
was the glory of Bossuet that he made the history of God's people the 
centre of all history, and Christ himself the central light in the move- 
ments of the nations. The redeeming purpose of God in Christ was 
accepted as the final cause of all creation, providence, and existence, 
terrene or celestial, the soul of all historical development. What is 
this — if I may coin a word — but the Christocentrio theory of history? 
Is it any marvel that, beneath the magic of such an organon as this, so 
simple, yet eflFective, the gifted state counsellor of Louis XIV. should 
have triumphantly construed into coherence and unity the whole his- 
torical material of antiquity, from the creation down to the empire of 
Charlemagne ? Does it seem any longer incredible that all history is 
consecrated to the interests of the kingdom of God ? What magnifi- 
cence of conception ! What glittering pyramids of witness, brighter 
and mightier than those that skirt the Lybian desert, are here created 
to the glory of Christ and his church, all along the pathway of histo- 
ry ! How nobly is history redeemed from the reproach of the 
skeptic, whose purblind vision observes only an incoherent and acci- 
dental succession of occurrences, orderless, aimless, a rudid indigesta" 
que moles, and how grandly is history lifted to the dignity of science, 
allwhose facts are referable to fixed and universal laws, and all whose 
principles are subject to a most exalted generalization, even into the 
unity of God's eternal purpose, in Christ ! 

But Bossuet, justly celebrated, yet shines in a glory not his own. 
As it happened to Des Cartes, whose famous Cogito ergo sum became 
the ioundation of modern metaphysics, that the psychologieal idea, 
upon which modern philosophy is built, was historically due to the re- 
noirned " son of Monica," so is it demonstrable, beyond all cavil, that 
the sublime conception of the Catholic Bishop, and its first application 
to written history, is an inheritance from the same peerless original. 
The star of Bossuet is eclipsed by the shining of Augustine. It is 
the " Doctor of Grace" who oflFuscates with his splendor, not only the 
"Father of Modern Metaphysics," but the "eagle-eyed Bishop of 
Meaux." Antecedent to every attempt to construct the history of the 
world around the history of the people of God, and consecrate the 
whole to ecclesiastical service, stands the immortal De Oivitate Dei. 
The whole conception of Bossuet, abating its hierarchical side, is Au- 
gustinian throughout. Take away Rome, forget the pagans and bar- 
barians, forego the merely philosophical discussions, make allowance 
for the difference of details and times, the " Universal History" is 
almost word for word the "City of God" — that volume which in- 
structed the ancient church in the great doctrine that Christianity is 
the keystone in the arch of history, and that the cessation of history 
only awaits the final accomplishment of the purpose of God in Christ, 
and then come terminus hujus soeculi — the end of this world, With 
invincible demonstration and eloquence did that illustrious church- 
father establish the fact that the history of the church is co-extensive 
with the history of the world, in its highest relations, that^ before biv 
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tory began, the adorable persons of the trinity were confederated : 
a covenant of redemption, and the whole work of creation and pr 
dence contemplates the fulfilment of this imperial purpose, that 
things subsist by and /or Jesus Christ, that all the ages past have ( 
contributed to exalt his greatness and prepare his coming, that all 
centuries following his advent shall only extol his compassion 
power, and prepare his coming again, and that when history shall 
tain its goal, and perish from time, the sole grandeur that shall etern 
survive will be Christ and his people, the head and the members of 
church, and God be "All in all." The "City of God" shall sh 
for ever, in the lustre of unsetting glory, while all else shall be engu 
in the abyss of darkness and death. — J)r. If. Wesfs Inaugural. 



SHALL I BEGIir TO USE TOBAOOO. 

BY HENRY WARD BEXCHSB. 

A COBRBSPONDBNT Solicits our candid opinion, through TheLedi 
respecting the use of tobacco. We shall give it willingly. We 
not disposed to take extreme ground on the tobacco question, althoi 
we entertain very positive convictions of the mischiefs which attend 
use. As is usual in all discussions, two extremes are developed in 
controversy respecting tobacco. One party regards the use of toba 
as an evil, an evil only, and that continually ; it holds that there is 
such thing as moderation in evil : and that the least use of the wee( 
pernicious, impairing the health and shortening the life. On theot 
hand, the advocates of smoking and chewing take the bull by 
horns, and undertake to demonstrate from the latest grounds of phj 
ology, that tobacco is an article whose use, in due moderation, ec 
omizes the nervous force, repairs cerebral wastes, and prolongs 1 
We shall not take part in the controversy. There are several groui 
on which we would dissuade young men who have not formed 
habit of using tobacco from ever learning to use it. 

1. It is not necessary to health or comfort. No one has a natii 
craving for it. On the contrary, it is utterly repugnant to a natu 
appetite. It oflFends the senses and every vital organ. Men 
obliged to train themselves into its use. The stomach, the heart, i 
the brain all protest against it, and submit, at length, only as tl 
would to any other, medicinal agent. That it may become, after 1( 
use, necessary to comfort, and even to the health, is saying of it o 
what may be said of opium, of strychnine, and of arsenic, all of wh 
are employed for the very same purpose that tobacco is, viz., to j 
duce excitement. But the need is secondary, artificial and acquii 
No man in health cares to use tobacco because he needs it. The ht 
begins in puerile imitation. It is an apish trick. Boys revolt agai 
boyhood, and think they are men when old enough to copy the fai 
of an imperfect manhood. They are very apt to crawl into manh 
through the dirty door of vice. 

It may be said that, though there is no natural craving for any ] 
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ticalar drug, like tobacco, yet in a highly artificial state of society 
men crave stimulants, and that tobacco, alcohol, &c., if used with rigid 
moderation, adapt themselves as artificial supplies to an artificial want. 
That men living under the highly exciting conditions of modern so- 
ciety need certain stimulants, we are not disposed to deny. But in 
selecting one should avoid those which are peculiarly liable to abuse, 
and employ those which experience has shown to be safe. Tea and 
coffee are useful stimulants. They are not degenerating. Whatever 
use tobacco and wine are alleged to have in repairing nervous wastes, 
tea and coffee will serve in like manner, without the temptations to ex- 
cess which go with these more violent drugs. 

2. The habit of using tobacco leads men to vulgarity. I do not by 
any means say that every user of tobacco is vulgar, or that every one 
who betakes himself to it will, of necessity, become vulgar. But, as a 
matter of fact, users of tobacco grow indifferent to the feelings of 
others, and habitually keep before the eyes of their companions dis- 
gustful things, which true refinement would hide, or suppress. Even 
brute animals, moved by mere instinct, learn to hide the excretions of 
the body. The much-abused pig prefer cleanliness. Give him pure 
water and a clean bed, and he will keep himself clean. 

But, whatever rare and polite exceptions there may be, it is undeni- 
able that the users of tobacco become indifferent to others' feelings, 
and shock the tastes of men with scarcely the consciousness of offend- 
ing. The chewer squirts his saliva as if he were a liquid artillery- 
man. The smoker carries in his hair, his raiment, and in his breath 
the fetid odor of tobacco. To some the fresh smoke of good to- 
bacco is not disagreeable. But the residual smell which lingers in the 
pipe, on the clothes, or on the person, is disgustful to every one. If 
one will use tobacco, he should at least thereafter carefully purge and 
purify himself. But I have observed that persons who in all other 
things have gentlemanly instincts, in the use of tobacco seem to lose 
delicacy and generosity. I see a great degree of selfishness, and of in- 
difference to others' comfort and feelings, in the use of this article. I 
do not say that tobacco brutifies men's feelings. But I have noticed 
that users of tobacco are, as a class, less careful of offending the tastes 
of others than aire their fellows of the same rank in life who do not 
use it. 

8. Tobacco has, upon some constitutions, a most deleterious effect, 
even when used moderately. No one can beforehand tell whether he 
will be its victim. That it acts upon many as an insidious nerve poi- 
son, leading to dyspepsia, to headaches, to various derangements of 
the nervous system, seems beyonu a doubt. Thousands of persons, 
after long suffering, have found themselves restored to health by simply 
discontinuing the use of tobacco. That, in such cases, there is an 
affinity between drinking and smoking, can hardly be doubted. That, 
in some cases, it leads to intemperance, seems clear. 
Why should one incur even the remotest danger, by learning to use 

a disagreeable narcotic agent that a healthy man has no sort of need 
of? 

4. There is an argument of personal liberty and of personal ^vitvt^ 
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that has always seemed to us should be sufficient, with a generous and 
honorable nature. The habit of using tobacco, once formed, is well- 
nigh invincible. Now, no man of self-respect, not already entangled, 
should choose to go into bondage, to become a slave to matter of sen- 
suous enjoyment. 

There is, also, a reason of personal cleanliness. No man who habit- 
ually uses tobacco but must be offensive to delicate tastes. It is a mat- 
ter of proper pride for one to be conscious that his person is pure, his 
skin sound, his mouth clean, his eyes cool and clear. If one is un- 
willing to wear a filthy coat, how much less should he be willing to 
carry a filthy person ? Now and then a tobacco user may, by great 
care, hide the eff'ects of it on his person. But in far the greater num- 
ber of instances, even among well-bred people, one can' at once see or 
smell, or both, the signs and effects of the noisome weed. 

We hardly hope to influence any one on whom the habit is fixed. 
We do hope to dissuade gome young men from forming a habit which 
is utterly unnecessary to health and comfort, which in most instances 
is unwholesome, which sacrifices personal cleanliness, addicts one in- 
vincibly \o a sensuous appetite, and which changes delicacy and kind- 
ness to a selfish indifference to the comfort and convenience of all who 
are brought ia contact with us. — New York Ledger. 
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ANNOAL KEPOET OP THE LADIES' MISSIONABY SOCIETY OF 

OONGREQATIOIJ OP NEW OONOOED. 

Society reports that it has held six regular meetings during the 
past year, which, with one or two exceptions, have been well attended. 
Harmony and good feeling in our feeble, though earnest efforts, hare 
characterized all our meetings, in raising funds for the support of th( 
gospel, and the relief of the needy. 

Society has agreed to turn its attention entirely tip the support o! 
W eiby Williams, a colored student at Northwood, w|jo, we have beer 
informed by the president of the institution, is worthy of our assist 
ance. As a society, we have reason to express our united thanks fo: 
the evidence we have had of the presence of the great Master of mis 
sions, for the mercies he has bestowed on us as a society, and for th 
spirit of liberality that exists among us. And as he has given us th 
spirit .of liberality, we rejoice that he has also given us the mean 
whereby we can aid those who stand in need of assistance, remein 
bering the promise, " It is more blessed to give than to receive.*' 

The angel of death has not, as in past years, visited any of ournum 
her, and laid them low in the cold and silent tomb. But in God's kin' 
providence we have all been spared to the beginning of another yeai 
that we may labor yet the more in the service of our Lord and Mastei 
Our number has not beeo increased during the past year, but we hop 
to receive additions. Our society at present numbers twenty-six ei 
rolled members. The following ia out Ite^axurer'a report. 
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Whole amount raised during the past two years by 

fees and donations $127 60 

Contributed for the education of Welby Williams. ..$ 98 00 

To Washington mission, 23 00 

Other expenses 60 

Total $121 80 

Whole amount of money raised since society was first 

organized 1,!384 67 

At cur last meeting, held Jan. 9, 1872, by donations, 9 50 

Fees, 4 95 

Total, $14 45 

Balance left in treasury in 1871,.... 6 00 

Whole amount in treasury ; 20 45 

When we remember the dealings of Gt)d with us in the past, and 
that we have given ourselves and all that we have to give to the Lord, 
in an everlasting covenant during the past year, and that we have 
avowed ourselves to be his children and people, should we not be 
prompted to attend our meetings better than heretofore, and to labor 
with more zeal and activity in the future ? And though dark clouds 
may sometimes cross our pathway, let us not be discouraged, but be 
up and doing while it is day, for the long night of death is drawing 
on, when our labors here will be ended. By order of society we for- 
ward this report. 

Beccib J. Jamisow, Secretary. 

Sarah E. Wylib, Treasurer. 

New Ooncoed, O., Feb. 8, 1872. 
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NEW 0ONGBEGA.TIONS. 

TeRONTO CoNGRBGATiON. — For many years this congregation has 
been subjected to a series of trials and discouragements, such as few 
have been called to encounter. That the brethren, there, have not 
long ago abandoned all hope, is greatly to their credit. For some 
time past their prospects have greatly improved. By judicious man- 
agement on the part of a commictee ot Rochester Presbytery (Rev. D. 
Scott and Rev. S. Bowden) entrusted with this matter, and by much 
sacrifice of time aniKmeans on the part of some of the Covenanters in 
Toronto, the church property, which had been in jeopardy, was at 
length fully secured to the Reformed Presbyterian Church, after hav- 
ing been in litigation before the courts for a considerable time. En- 
couraged by this favorable result, as well as by the timely arrival and 
co-operation of some excellent brethren from the old country, a liberal 
subscription was raised and a petition sent to one Presbytery for the 
purpose of obtaining a stated supply of preaching for one year. This 
petition was granted ; but owing to the scarcity of laborers, or the 
attractiveness of other parts of the church, PreabyUT-j io\i^\^\\.\\si^^^- 
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sible to obtain a suitable person to go to Toronto as stated snpplj. 
This ranch discouraged the people. Some members of Presbytery were 
able to give them occasional preaching. Meantime a petition for re- 
organization of the congregation, and for the moderation of a call wii 
presented to Presbytery. This petition was granted and a commigsion 
appointed by Presbytery met accordingly in Toronto, Jan. 28thy 1872. 
The congregation, as now reorganized, consists of 19 members, 2 
elders (ordained and installed), 3 elders elect (to be ordained soon). A 
unanimous call was made upon Rev. J. L. McCartney. Contrary to 
a very general impression in our church, our cause in Toronto is by 
no means hopeless. The main facts in the case are as follows : The 
few, constituting the Toronto congregation, are heartily united in their 
present efforts, and are liberal, zealous and hopeful of success. Thej 
have a suitable church, in an eligible part of the city, and unencum- 
bered with debt. It is well known that there are others in Toronto 
attached to our principles and modes of worship. Toronto (with a 
Covenanter church in it) will offer attractions to members of our ehnreh 
emigrating from the old country. Nor is it wholly to be left out of 
the account, in estimating the prospects of success, that the Canada 
Presbyterian Church is, at present, agitated by the introduction of 
various innovations distasteful to many of its best members, such as, 
the use of uninspired psalmody, and of instrumental music in the wor- 
ship of Grod. It cannot be denied that, in the past, nearly all our 
efforts in Canada have been attended with disaster and failure; whiles 
in the States, healthful and vigorous growth has been the rule. ^^Why 
is this thus ?" May it not be partly owing to the contempt with which 
we Americans regard and treat our neighbors and all that is theirs? 
Though constrained to admit failure in the past; and though unable 
to discover the causes of such failure, must we despair of the future? 
Brethren, let us hope and pray that the present unexpected and cheer- 
ing revival of our cause in the chief city of the province may prove to 
be no illusion, but the real dawn of a better day — a day of prosperity 
for the principles which we all hold c^ear, and which we believe must, 
in God's own time, prevail in all lands. J. M. Armoub. 






Fremont and Wahoo. — A commission of Kansas Presbytery organ- 
ized the congregation of Fremont and Wahoo, Nebraska, Dec. 19th,ltt71. 
Thirteen members were received, on examination, to the communion, 
of the church. There are others, in the vicinity, who were desirous to 
unite with them, but who could not be present at the time appointed. 
These, with spme families from Ireland, expected in the spring, will 
increase their number, and in a few years make it a self-supporting 
congregation. A unanimous call was made on Mr. P. P. Bojd, who 
had labored among them, last summer, with great acceptance. Three 
hundred dollars were subscribed by the members present. This sum 
will be increased by subscriptions from others, which with some aid from 
the Board of Missions will give a pastor a competent salary. 

Could the Board of Missions see the fruits of their labor, as thoso 
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who were present have seen it, this aid would be given immediately, 
the church, by her increased liberality, would sustain them in 
their efforts to send the gospel to the destitute at home as well as in 
foreign lands. This is the first Reformed Presbyterian congregation 
organized in this large and rapidly growing State. Cet us pray the 
Lord of the harvest that it may be the first fruit of a glorious harvest 
to be gathered there in future, and though the beginning is small that 
the increase may be great. Persons who desire information about the 
country can obtain it by writing to Mr. James M. Lee, Wahoo, Sand- 
ers county, Nebraska, or Mr. Thomas Lee, Fremont, Dodge county, 
Nebraska. D. McKek. 



CHUEOH NEWS. 



Thb writer of the obituary of the late R. J. Dodds, D. D., pub- 
lished last month, is Dr. Wyiie. 

It may be of interest to our readers, to know that Mrs. Dodds and 
family are now residing in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, about 
a mile from Freeport, on a small farm, purchased at a cost of $3,500. 

The committee appointed in the congregation of York, for receiving 
and entertaining the members of next Synod, have written to each 
ministerial member of Synod as far as their P. 0. address could be as- 
certained, as also to a number of the vacancies. If any minister in 
the Synod has failed to receive such letter, or if any of the vacancies 
not addressed propose sending a delegate, they will write to the under- 
signed immediately on seeing this notice. We wish to know as far as 
possible the name of each minister and ruling elder, who expects to be 
at Synod, in order to perfect our arrangements. 

The way to reach York, by the railroad, and what arrangements 
will be made for the members of Synod, as they arrive at the nearest 
station to the church, will be noticed in the next number of the Maga- 
zine. S. BOWDBN. 

York, Jan. 19., 1872. 
Messrs. Editors — The committee for the Eastern Presbyteries on the 
Memorial Fund deem it well to bold in retentis their report in full until Synod 
meets. In the meantime, as chairman of said committee, I am authorized by 
a very responsible person to state, that if the Seminary is located in New- 
burgh the Bum of $10,000 m\l be donated in that city for a Seminary build- 
ing, and that a lot of six (6) acres, in a most beautiful and commanding posi- 
tion, with a stone building, containing 26 rooms, will be sold to the Synod for 
tl5,()00, worth about $20,000. But the offer of $10,000 is bona fide, and not 
in aoy way conditional on buying the above property. Now, let Pittsburgh 
*nd Allegheny speak. Yours, very truly, S. Bowden. 

We have been repeatedly asked, "Why is it that the church in 
Pittsburgh and Allegheny is so slow to ' speak,' so apparently un- 
willing to second the efforts made, to provide a suitable building for a 
Seminary. No place should be so deeply interested, from no other is 
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so much expected, and yet, so far as known to the church at large, 
nothing as yet has been done there.** A sufficient explanation i8 
very easily given. The three congregations in these cities are just 
at the present time, unfortunately, so circumstanced, that they cannot 
respond to Synod's call as they would like, as they could have a few 
years ago, or as they hope to be able to respond a few years hence. 
Pittsburgh congregation is trying to make the last payment on its new 
house of worship, which, as those versed in such matters know, is 
generally the most difficult. Allegheny congregation has gone to 
considerable expense in finishing the church building, now almost ready 
to be occupied, and is endeavoring to free itself entirely, and as soon as 
possible, from debt. The Central congregation is still less prepared 
than either of the others to give now to the fund. Its members within 
the past three years have contributed for the purpose of erecting 
church buildings in the two cities, from fifteen to twenty thousand 
dollars. After their organization, a year ago, they found it necessary 
to make a new commencement. The new building in course of ereo- \ 
tion will cost, when ready to be occupied, not much, if any, less than j 
thirty thousand dollars. The congregation has already raised a con- . 
siderable part of this sum. Much, however, must still be raised. Believ- 
ing it necessary, in order to permanent success, to be entirely free 
from debt, it has resolved to pay, as far as possible, the contractor as 
the work progresses, and then to liquidate as soon as possible, and the 
very first thing, whatever debt may remain after the building is coBfc--, 
pleted. Under these circumstances we do not think the church in 
these cities should be expected just now, to do as much as in other 
plactjs where the members have not been called upon to make such 
large contributions ; and in view of Ihese facts, it is manifestly unjust 
to conclude that the members are indifi*erent as to the location of the 
Seminary. We feel sure, when the time comes, the congregations in 
Pittsburgh an(J Allegheny will do as much as can reasonably be ex- 
pected of them. 

Munificent opper of a Site for the Theological Seminary. — As the 
whole church is moving for the erection of a Seniiaary building, as a memorial , 
of the year of covenantino:, it will be interestino; to know that the Head of the 
church is setting the seal of his approbation on her efforts. Mr. James Kelly ot . 
Wilkinsburg offers to the church, as a site for the Seminary building, a lot of ( 
about two and a half acres, valued at $15,000. Wilkinsburg is one of the 
finest suburbs of Pittsburgh, and is rapidly filling up with the elegant man- 
sions of her merchants and manufacturers. We hope that the committee 
charged by Synod with the selection of a location will be able to see its way clear 
to secure at once this munificent gift, and let the church know the fact. With 
a lever of this kind the committee will have little difficulty in accomplishing 
their task in raising the money necessary for constructing a building worthy 
of the purpose for which it is to be used, and of the event of which it tf 
designed to be a standing memorial. * 

Pittsburgh Presbytery some time ago appointed a committee with 

power to sell the building now occupied by the Seminary, and owned 

by the Presbytery, and apply the proceeds, which will be not less thft^ 

$6,000, to assist in the erection of a new Seminary building, provided 
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t be located in Pittsburgh or vicinity. If Synod conclude to accept 
Sir, Kelly's offer, it will thus have gratis a good site, upon which to 
irect the new building, and $6,000 to assist in paying for it, a very 
;ood beginning for the Memorial Fund. 

Editors Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter — Please "to 
gay to your readers that the manuscript document of the late Rev. J. 
S. Buck, of which I wrote in the January No. of your magazine, and 
which I have entitled, " The Reformed Presbyterian Platform, 
explained and defended," will be ready, in pamphlet form, for 
circulation in a few days. All persons who wish to receive any num- 
ber of copies can have them by sending to my address, or to Jas. 
B. McKee, 1 Eighth street, Pittsburgh, Pa. They will be 10 cents 
each, 60 cents for ten copies, $1 for twenty-five. When a large 
number is ordered, they will be sent by express. 

I hope that the friends of truth will, in this way, help to circulate 
this very valuable document. Wherever it may be read by conscien- 
tious inquirers after the truth, it must tend powerfully to convince 
them of the rectitude of our position as a church, and to bring them 
into her fellowship. N. R. Johnston. 

NoRTHWooD, Logan County, Ohio. 

Messrs. Editors. — Allow me through the columns of your excel- 
lent magazine to record another instance of the progress of the goo d 
work of covenanting, as it occurred in the congregation of Cincinnati, 
1 on Sabbath the 25th ult. Step by step the people moved forward to 
i the high summit of communion with God, a due solemnity and a warm 
spirit of devotion characterizing each one. The week preceding 
the taking of the covenant was devoted to preparation and prayer, 
there being public worship, or social prayer- meeting every day or 
evening. Sabbath was, in a peculiar manner, a day of high communion. 
The members of the congregation, together with many interested spec- 
tators, were warmed by an able discourse by the pastor from Hebrews 
9:11. . 

In the afternoon, the tables being debarred, the congregation, under 
i deep sense of the dread solemnity of the occasion, rose and were 
formally sworn. It was literally of these people, as of Israel of old, 
that they came, "weeping, to seek the Lord their God, and to join 
themselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be for- 
gotten." After this solemnity, the sacrament of the supper was dis-! 
pensed, and the covenant signed. All who witnessed the scene, as well 
as those enjoying a part in it, were ready to say, " Truly the Lord 
hath done|great things for them." The unanimity with which the 
congregation went forward in the duty, together with the deep im- 
pression expressed in every countenance, warrants us in the belief that 
a time of refreshing was truly sent them from God's presence. That 
Crod will bless not only the brethren in Cincinnati, but also the entire 
covenanted brotherhood, is the earnest prayer of A Witness. 

Oranob, Indiana, March 1, 1872. 
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Died in faith at Morgantown, Indiana, on the 29th of April, 1871, 
Alexander MoElrayey, aged seventy-two. 
'^ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." 



Mr. BrOBERT Weir was a consistent and worthy member'of the Old Betbd 
congregation from its organization till his death, which took pW^e April 27tb, 
1869. When a young man, he became dissatisfied ¥rith the Presbyterians ia 
South Carolina, on account of the Scripture Psalms being laid aside, and 
hymns introduced in their place. In 1820 he removed to Illinois, and locate^ 
within the bounds of the Reformed Presbyterian congregation, then under the 
care of Rev. S. Wylie. At the time of the division of the church in 1833, 
he remained faithful to his profession, though strongly attached personally to 
his pastor. In 1841 he was chosen deacon of the Old Bethel congregation, 
and continued in the faithful discharge of his duties till, on account of the 
growing infirmities of old age, he was relieved by the session. The leal \% 
manifested for the purity of the church, and his example in supporting th* 
gospel, commend his character to those who survive.'*' Con. 



At the regular semi-monthly Ineetiog of the society of Old Bethel congre- 
gation, Illinois, of which Mr. James Finley was a member, the following 
resolutions were passed : 

Whereas, it has pleased Him who is infinite in wisdom to remove by a veiy 
sudden deathf James Finley, long a ruling elder in the Reformed Presbyter- 
ian Church, and one of our most efficient members in society ; therefore, 

Resolved^ 1st. That while we would be humbly submissive to the will of 
our heavenly Father, yet, in thp death of our brother, we feel we have lost 
one of our most zealous, pious, efficient and intelligent members. 

Resolved^ 2d. That, in the upright walk of our deceased brother, his 
readiness to do good and to communicate, his fervent piety and godly life, we 
have the ground for a firm belief that he is now with Christ. 

Resolved, 3d. That, in his sudden death, we are called upon to take heed 
to our Saviour's injunction, " What I say unto you, I say unto all, watch." 

Resolved, 4th. That while with our bereaved sister we feelingly sympathize, 
we trust that she will realize that her Maker is her husband, and that her 
trust in him may be increased by this sore bereavement, and that the membeiv 
of her family may stay themselves on their father's Glod. 

Resolved, 5th. That these resolutions be forwarded to the Reformed 
Presbyterian and Covenanter for publication. 

The following resolutions were passed by the teachers of the Old Bethel 
Sabbath school on the death of Mr. James Finley : 

Whereas, it has pleased God to remove suddenly from our midst, our 
beloved brother and fellow-teacher James Finley ] therefore, ^ 



* The above notice of 1(I»*. Robert Weir was prepared by direction of the cougre- 
gation of Old Bethel at its last meeting. There was a committee appointed at th# 
time ; but on account of the death of the chairman, it was neglected. Thii M- 
counts for the delay. 

f Mr. Finley, while riding alone in his buggy on December 14th, his horse !)»• 
came unmana^^eable and ran away. The buggy upset, and he was found under % 
in a few minutes after, dead. 
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Resolved, Ist. That in this providence, we are again reminded of the ne- 
Jessity of constant preparation and unceasing vigilance. 

2d. That in the death of Mr. Finley, we have lost one of our ahlest 
teachers, an earnest and devoted friend to the cause of Christ, and a man be- 
loved by all who knew him. 

3d. That he has left us a noble example, in that he was always ready to 
reprove sin, comfort those in affliction, and particularly the widow and the 
Eitherless, by which he gained th« esteem of all who knew him. 

4th. That we sympathize deeply with the bereaved family and friends in 
their affliction. 

5th. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the bereaved family, and 
bIso to the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter for publication. 

Wm. J. S. Cathoart, Secretary, 



The following preamble and resolutions on the occasion of the somewhat 
sadden death, in July last, of Mr. Hugh Kennedy, youngest son of Rev. 
James Kennedy, pastor of the Fourth congregation, New York, were adopted 
by the teachers of the Sabbath school belonging to that congregation, Sept. 
18th, 1871, as indicative of the high regard they had entertained for the de- 
ceased, who was one of their number, and of their sympathy, for the bereaved 
hm\\y : 

Whereas, it has pleased God, in his adorable but mysterious providence, 
to remove in the vigor of youthful manhood, by death, our beloved associate 
and co-worker, Mr. Hugh Kennedy ; therefore, 

Resolved y That the event of his decease is a source of extreme sorrow to 
IIS, not only because of the hold his social and pleasing manners had gained 
upon our love and friendship, but of the loss to the Sabbath school of the 
Ben ices of one who gave evidence of being peculiarly qualified for the work 
of the Sabbath school teacher. 



[ Resolved, That in the first breach of our numbers by the advent of death. 
We would hear the Master's voice calling us to additional earnestness and ac- 
tivity in his work, and reiterating with painful emphasis, his own words, 
'^Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cwDeth." 

Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with our beloved pastor, and the 
^rviving members of his family, in their deep affliction, believing, however, 
tiiat while they mourn the death of a beloved son and brother, he himself is 
& partaker with G-od's redeemed in heaven of joys unspeakable and full of 
glory. 



DiBD, at his residence near Staunton, Illinois, on the 21st of August, 1871, 
Mr. William Patterson, in his seventy-fifth year. 

Mr. Patterson was a native of County Derry, Ireland. Educated in the 
Piesbyterian Church, of which he was for some years a member, he became a 
Covenanter after an intelligent examination and approval of our distinctive 
principles, and enjoyed for several years the communion of the church in 
Dmmolog under the pastoral care of Rev. J. Smith. He emigrated with his 
£imily to this country, in 1838, and settled in Staunton township, Illinois. 

He maintained his religion and his ecclesiastical testimony under many 
temptations, being for a number of years without the regular ordinances. 

He made several unsuccessful attempts to sell out and remove to some or- 
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ganized congregation. He and his wife attended, for the first time' in ih 
United States, the dispensation of the supper at Elkhorn, Illinois, at the 
time of Rev. William Sloane's settlement there. Through his eflforts Rev. J. 
McClurkin moved to Staunton, and lahored for some time, successfully M 
stated missionary. 

At the organization of Staunton congregation Mr. Patterson was instalM 
as one of its ruling elders, having heen ordained in St. Louis congregatioi 
during the pastorate of Rev. A. Q. Tod^. Loving the ordinances of tha 
church, he rejoiced when, in 1862, Rev. J. Middleton removed to Staunton, 
and afterwards became pastor of the congregation, where he labored until dis* 
abled for public work. The pleasant and well furnished church in Stanntoi 
is the result of the united co-operation of pastor and people, but it stands es- 
pecially as a memorial of Elder Patterson's liberality and diligent superii- 
tendence. He loved the house of dod and the fellowship of God's people, 
and counted it a special privilege to give encouragement to the ministry of tka; 
church. For a brief period he was enabled to strengthen the hands of the 
present pastor of the congregation, when, after a few days' severe illness, ha 
was called home, to his reward. 

In his Christian faith he was never assuming, but steadfast and truthful, he 
exemplified the confidence of a little child and the carefulness of a faithM 
servant. His ground of assurance was the righteousness of Christ, as hii 
only Redeemer. 

Prompt in his business, he was his own executor, and left but little to ba 
done by his administrator. His aged widow, deeply sensible of her bereave- 
ment, rejoices in his eternal gain, and emulates his liberality to the church by 
continuing to pay his annual contribution of one hundred dollars for pastoril 
support. Mr. Patterson was a warm-hearted friend, a useful and honored 
citizen, an humble Christian, and an intelligent advocate of the principkl 
which he avowed. He was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ nil 
children rise up and bless him. 

He rests from his labors, and his works follow him. Since the fathei^f 
death, his only son and a son-in-law have been ordained elders in the congrei^ 
gation, and his other two sons-in-law have been, since its organization, the 
one a ruling elder, and the other a deacon. 

Blessed is the man that feareth she Lord. His horn shall be exalted witb 
honor. CoM. 

Irish Covenanter pleave notice. 



Died, November 24th, 1871, Reb£OGa Galbbaith, daughter of the late 
James tralbraith, in the sixty-sixth year of her age. 

She resided in New Concord, and was for sixteei years a member of S«Itj 
Creek congregation of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. She took ill whilej 
on a visit to Samuel Galbraith, Harrison Co., Ohio, and after five days ofj 
sufi'ering. fell asleep. To her numerous friends it may be satisfactory to knot t 
that she died, as she lived, a Christian. Com. ' 



We have on hand a number of obituary notices, which will be published ifc 
as early a day as our space will allow, and in the order in which they hft^ 



been received. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 



From Robert Carter & Brothers, 630 Broadway, New York. R. 
S. Davis & Co., Liberty street, Pittsburgh. 

St. Paul in Romb. By J. R. Macduff, D. D. 
Stellafont Abbey, or Nothing New. By Emma Marshall. 

These volumes are got up in beautiful style, and contain interesting 
matter. The first, both from the subject, and the reputation of the 
author is sure to receive a favorable reception. It consists of a lengthy 
introduction, and eight sermons preached in Rome by the author during 
the past year. Delivered in the city where the apostle " dwelt two 
whole years in his own hired house preaching the kingdom of God," 
the reader will expect to find a freshness in these discourses that will 
give them a peculiar charm, and he will not be disappointed. 

Stellafont Abbey belongs to the " Primrose Series." It consists 
of several chapters containing the conversations of a mother with her 
daughters. The design seems to be to lead children to think seriously 
in the midst of scenes of pleasure and enjoyment. 

Ohildben's Tabernacle. By A.. L. O. E. 

The authoress in this book endeavors to give us an idea of the form 
and dimensions of the tabernacle built on Mount Horeb. A mother is 
represented as directing the efforts of her children to build a minia- 
ture tabernacle after the model in the Bible. It is a laudable attempt 
to interest young readers in a part of the Scriptures little perused and 
understood. 

Thi Cash Boy's Truth. By Anne M. Mitchell. 
Mamie's Watchword. By Joanna H. Matthews. 
Our Four Boys. By Julia A. Matthews. 

These books are got up in beautiful style, and so far as we have dis* 
covered in a hasty glance at their contents, contain suitable reading 
for the young. 

Hat and Sofie. 

An interesting tale of a pair of waifs, brought together by accident, 
and who, after numerous adventures, realized the benefit of well-doing. 

The Prince and the Prayer. By the author of the Memorial of Captain Hed- 
ley Vicars. 

This author is not unknown to our readers by the works that have 
come from his pen. This tract is intended to show the efficacy of be- 
lieving prayer as exemplified in the recovery of the Prince of Wales 
from his late extreme illness. The details are so fresh and lifeli ke 
that they cannot fail to impress the mind of the pious reader with 
the importance of prayer. 
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Our Political Protest. Why Oovenanters do not Votk. A discoaTse lij 
Kcv. J. H. Bogg>, Pastor o fthe Keformod Presbyterian congregation, Brooklyiii 
N. Y. Published by request. 

The design of the writer is to present concisely, yet clearly, the dis- 
tinctive position which our church holds in regard to civil governmenti 
and by a plain argument to justify our refusal to identify ourselfas 
with the American government by the use of the right of saffrage^ 
We gladly welcome all such publications as having a tendency to in- 
crease among the members an attachment to the church, and belief in 
the correctness of her position, and ultimate triumph of her principlrt^ 
and most cheerfully assist in their circulation. Copies of this sermon 
can be had by addressing B. J. Culbert, 24: Maiden Lane, New York. 
Single copies ten cents, twelve for a dollar. 

The Book of Psalms. The Scottish yersion revised, ancl the new vmiOT 
adopted by the United Presbyterian Church of North America. 

We have not had time to examine this book with sufficient ctre to 
pronounce an opinion upon its merits. It is the result of the labors of 
a committee by the Assembly several years ago. As there is no index, 
we cannot say how many versions there are altogether, but judging 
from the size of the book, 542 pages, we think there must be a 8a£ 
ciciit variety to satisfy the most liberal. Time alone will tell wheth- 
er its general introduction will meet the wants of those who were dis- 
satisfied with the old version. 

We have received from a friend, a discourse, entitled " A Garden^ 
Enclosed," delivered in Londonderry, Ireland, July 3, 1871, by Rev. 
J. R. Marcus. The metaphor of an enclosed garden by which-the 
church is described, is explained and applied in a number of partiea* 
lars. The style is lively, and the discourse may be read with profit. 
The views on the subject of the establishment of religion are not to oar 
mind, and they are far enough from expressing the teaching of the 
Confession of Faith, chapter 23, section 3. It will not do to rejedt • 
principle merely because it has been misapplied, and used to iojure 
and not benefit the church. 

We have received the Newburgh Journal of January 4th, in wfaiCA 
is contained an account of the proceedings of the first anniversary of 
the Orange County National Reform Society. The interesting andveiy 
encouraging report of the secretary. Rev. S. Carlisle, is published is 
full. 



" There is no greater mistake,'* says i n eminent divine, " than to \ 
suppose that Christians can impress the world by agreeing with it * 
No ! it is bot conformity that we want ; it is not being able to berf 
the world^in its own way ; but it is to stand apart from and above i*» 
and to produce the impression of a holy and a separate life ; this onV ^ 
can give us a true Christian power." These are golden words, n** • 
commend them to those who profess to be Christ's people. 



RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1872. 

Jan. 15. Wm. S. McCrady, per D Gregg, $ 20 00 

«' IG. Wiikinsburt:, per Wm. Wills, 75 00 

« 17. 12 mos. int. on ^1,550 school bond, 124 00 

** " 6 mos. int. on Alloghpny county bond, 25 00 

«« " Claiinda, Iow«, per Mr. D. C. MHrtin, 8 10 

" «* Presb. cone:., San Jose, Cal., per Mr. D. C. Martin, 20 CO 

«« •* Wm II. Purdy, Corvoles, Oregon, *' " 6 00 

<« *< Jno. Marks, Lebanon, ** ♦« " 6 00 

«« " Camp Creek, " *' '* 9 40 

" *» BiblfP, Psalms, &c., sold per ** ** 5 85 

** ** Brownsville, Orrgon, per ti n 5 25 

«« ** Premium on $50 gold sold, por *' *• 6 25 

*' 19. 6 mos. int. on $1,500 Philadelphia bonds, per C. M. 

Brown 43 85 

**-; 22. North Union oong., per Jno. Mageo, 10 65 

" 24. Lind Grove, Iowa, per liev. C. D. Trumbull, 35 00 

" 26. Wilkinsburg (additional), ^erWm. AVilis, 6 00 

«• " Miss Helen M. John^ton, '* " 3 25 

** 27. 6 mo8. int. and premium on $200 registered United 

States bond, due Nov. 1st, 1872, « 6 54 

'* 31. Baltimore cong., per D. C. Cummings 11 60 

Feb. 5. Allegheny cong., per Wm. Martin, Treas 52 51 

" ** Samuel Bobinson, Sharon, Iowa, per Thos. McCon- 

r.el,. « 3 00 

" 6. Utica cong, O., per Wm. Stevenson, 17 00 

«' 9. New Cast.e, per David McClelland, 6 40 

" 10, Jonathan's Creek, per Rev. J. A. McFarland, 7 00 

" 12, Albia cong, Iowa, per Adam Orr, 10 40 

" 13. Second cong., Philadelphia, per VVm. Walker, 55 64 

" 14. Salem, Ind., per Isaiah Keid, 6 00 

" 15. Part of Londonderry, cong., per T. J. Blackwood, 7 50 

" " Sharon^ Iowa, per Geo. Cunningham, 12 90 

" 16. Bethel cong., III., per D. S. Paris, 13 26 

" " Second Miami cong,, per David Boyd, 1160 

" " Middle Wheeling, per Alex. M. Orr, 9 00 

** 20. First Miami cong., per S. P. Johnston, 31 U4 

" 21. Clarksburg, Pa., ^er Rev. John Caldwell 12 40 

» ** First cong., Newburg, per J. W. McCullough, 21 43 

" 22. Princeton <;ong., per Mr. D. C. Martin 12 30 

" " . Lisbon cong,, N. Y., per Rev. Wm, McFarla^^d,... 20 00 

" 23. Worth Jackson and Poland, per Rev. R. J. George, 33 65 

" " Walnut City, I(\wa, per Jos. Manners,- 13 00 

" " Washington, Iowa, per Jno. M. Stevenson,.. ..> 6 60 

** 26. Central cong., Allegheny, per Wm. Anderson, 9 08 

" ** Oil City cong., per James Magee, ?.. 1100 

" 28. Stanton cong., per Thos. Dripps, 6 76 

'* 29. Olathe, Ks., per Rev. AV. W. McMillan, 12 00 

.Mar. 2. Third cong., New York city, per Alex. McNeil,,... 210 00 

" 4. Winchester, Ks., per Henry Downie, 8 30 

" " Concord, Ohio, per James McCartney ,. ..•..« 10 00 

" 5. Southfield, Mich,, per W. J. Grier, express 25 cts., 13 10 

" 8. While Lake cong., per AVm. O. Frazier, 10 00 

" •* Rushsylvania, O., per Wm Wria;ht, 11 06 

'* 13. Rehoboth, Iowa, per W. P. McCrea, 9 50 

'* 18. N. Alexandria cong., per Rav. J. W. SprouU, 21 00 

$1,116 86 
D. EuwKR, l^eaaurer. 

1872. RECEIPTS FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Jan. 23. TVilkinsburg cong., per Mr. Wm. Wills, $66 66 

" ** S. McCready, Spring Garden, Wisconsin, per Mr. Wm. 

Wills, 10 00 

^eb. 8. Londonderry cong., per Rev. J L. McCartney,. « 7 85 

" " Springfield branch of Springfield, <&c., per Mr. Samuel 

Allen, „ 7 00 

" 8. Female Miss. Soc, New Concord, per Miss S. E. W\lie, 20 <iQ 

' *' 12. Joseph Dodds WinfieJd, ^ ^^ 

Bdle/on^aine, Ohio, Da^id lio'Xi), Treas. 




VJI 




TI3:E]OI-iOC3-"Y": 

We have now tho largest assortment of Theoloajical 3ooks in Ih 
country, aud are constantly rcceivinir from Auction and Lfbrartei 
and by importing, large additions. \Ve intend to mako our Establlsl 
ment more and more valuable in ricb and rare book;*, old and now. 

We take special pains to collect rare works of the old Scottish an 
English divines. 

HUi>ri>A.\r wojiooi^ isooi^H. 

Wg are down-town agents for iTcsbyrerliin Board Of Fubllcatloi 
have the books of the S. 8. Union, Martien, Carters, Itandolph, an 

all the new and good books. Stationery of all kinds. 

N. TIBBALS & SON, , 

37 Park Row and 145 Nassau Street^K 







Salrljatlj Srljool ^salm anb Cunt ^ooh 

For US9 in Families, Sabbath Schools and Congregaiions, 

CONTAININQ 

Selections from the Metrical Ve?-sio7i of the Psalms^ set to sixty aj)])ropriat 

Tunes. And also the entire 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY PSALMS. 

PRICES. 

With atiff covero. Paper coven 

ONE COPY 35 cents. aO wnts 

TWENT-FIVE COPIES S 7.f)0 $ C.25 

FIFTY COPIFS, '. 12.50 . 10.00 

ONE HUNDKKD COPIES, 20.00 16.09 

The above prices include the expri-ss or mail cliargcB. 

Address all orders to WILLIAM H. SCOTT, 

237 and 239 Deck Street, PhUadelphia. 

' MEMORIAL VOLUME. 

A few copies of fhe Memorial Volume are still on band. Any wbc 
desire to procure them can do so by upplyinfj to any of the mombers ol 
the committee, to any of the agents in the diflerent congregations, or tc 
one of the following persons, who have in their posseasion a fnw copie* 
more than oisdered : Kev. J. M. Paris, East Trpsham, Vt; "VV. Nedy, 
New York, 80 Warren street; W. J. Verj^uson, Philadelphia, 13 Ex- 
change Building; Rev. R. D. Sproull, Rochester, N. Y., 126 Alexander 
street; D. Boyd, Bellefontaine Ohio; Jas McCartney, New Concord, 
Ohio; J. G. Miller, Coultersville, 111.; R^^v. D. S. Faris, Sparta, lil.; 
S. M, McCloy, Ayers' Point, Til ; Rev. R. M. C. Thompson, Wir.lield, 
Ind.; "W". Lawson, Princeton, Ind.; ^W. McGlade, Hopkinton, Iowa; 
Rev. W W. McMillan, Olathe, Kansa?. All orders received up to 
March 23d have been filled. J. R. W. Sloane, Oh'n. 
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Feb. IC. VVilkinsburg cong., $25 00 

Mch. 11. Second cong., New York, 14.9 68 

William Wills, Trustees* Treas. 
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ISO P%almody. 

This does not leave the church without songs to sing, but leaves 
without the Psalms of David. I question the rights of disciples to 
back of the New Testament for matters of law or practice. The 
Testament contains many important matters of history and prophe 
for our instruction ; but as matters of law for these, under the N 
Testament, it is null. A. H. Nicholas." 

BEPLY. 

Mt dbar Bbethren — I have read Bro. Nicholas' criticism on 
article entitled ^' Hymns in the Psalms/' and beg to say a word 
reply. He questions whether ^' Tho Psalms of David are the psalm^i 
and hymns, and songs enjoined upon Christians by apostolic precep 
(Eph. 5 ; Col. 8 ;)" and he also questions whether they be *^ emph 
ically the word of Christ." Here I observe in reply — 

1. That the evidence that '' The Psalms of David are the psalms^ 
and hymns, and songs enjoined upon Christians by apostolic precept" 
in these passages is all on one side. We know that there was a book 
in the apostolie church called ^' hymns" in Hebrew, and ^^ psalms" ift 
Greek. We know, also, that in the Greek translation, which was inj 
common use in those days, as well as in the Hebrew, this book wai^ 
divided into '^psalms, and hymns, and songs.""*" And we know stiflj 
further that '' the book of Psalms" was used by Christ and the apostles. 
Luke 20 : 42 ; 24 : 44 ; Acts 1 : 20 ; 18 : 83-35 ; James 5 : 13. But 
we are not aware of any other book of psalms or hymns b^eing used, 
either by Cl^iJet o^ the apostles ; and we must assume the negative in 
the absence of proof. 

2. That the psalms are '' emphatically the word of Christ," is mat- 
ter of direct apostolic testimony. ^^ Let the word of Christ dwell ii' 
you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one another ii 
psalms, and hymns, and (d)ddc<: 7cvEU[jLazcxdt(:) inspired songs." Col. 3: 
16. Here the apostle instructs Christians to '' teach and admonish oni 
another." By what authority are their teachings and admonitions to 
be enforced ? By the authority of " the word of Christ." And where 
is the word of Christ expressed ? In " psalms, and hymns, and in- 
spired songs." Observe, also, that the songs of which the apostle 
speaks are declared to be ^^inspiTed," They are, therefore, authorita- 
tive — authoritative because they are " the werd of Christ" — authoritar 
tive because they are ^4nspired." When we teach and admonish one 
another, we are here instructed to produce our authority for suck 
teachings and admonitions from ^'psalms, and hymns, and inspired 
songs," and in order that we may be alwayrf ready to do so, we must' 
be familiar with these divine compositions — we must '' let the word of 
Christ dwell in us." But can it be possible that Paul instructs us to 
teach and admonish one another by the authority of Wesley's hymns, 
or in the hymns of Dr. Watts ? 

But " some of the Psalms of David," says he, " if sung by Chris- 
tians, would present them in a gloomy aspect." If by "gloomy" onr 
brother means sady then I observe that though a demure countenaneo 
is sometimes a mask of hypocrisy, yet a sad countenance is not al- 

* See the article in the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter for 1870, page 9. 
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vrays undesirable. James exhorts men to ^^ be afflicted and mourn and 
weep," and Solomon says, ^^ By the sadness of the countenance the 
heart is made better." 

The psalms in general are calculated to ^' present Christians in a 
^cheerful aspect.' " "Is any merry," says the apostle James, "let 
him sing psalms." It is admitted, however, that some of the psalms 
are of a mournful description. But is not sorrow a part of the Chris- 
tian's experience as waII as joy ? Is there not sometimes a " need be" 
for heaviness ? And do we not need psalms suited to the occasion ? 

Bro. N. supposes that, " perhaps" I " adopt some of these psalms and 

reject others;" and asks, "By what arbitrary rule will" I "adopt 

8ome and reject others ?" I beg to inform Bro. N. that I reject none 

of them. I fully indorse his sentiments that " if w« are required by 

: divine authority to sing the Psalms of David, we may sing all of them^ 

: and adopt the sentiments contained in them, and practice their teach- 

[ings." 

((Bro. N. objects to the use of those psalms in which allusion is made 
to masical instruments — the 150th for example. But is not similar 
language used in the book of Revelation, which speaks (chap. 5:8; 
20: 2,) of the redeemed as having "harps in their hands?" Such 
language is not to be taken literally, but figuratively, and shows that 
tlie allusions to musical instruments in the psalms may be appropriated 
by the worshipper now in the same sense in which we explain those of 
the visions of the Revelation. 

But "some of them," says Bro. N., "are of a prophetic nature, 
and were fulfilled by Christ. Shall we continue to sing these as point- 
ing to events yet in the future ?" This objection I prefer to meet in 
the words of Dr. Pressly : " It is taken for granted in the objection 
that if in the psalms the church praises God for a Redeemer to come, 
therefore they are not suitable for the church now since he has come. 
Bat it 80 happens that everywhere in the psalms the redeemer of the 
church is presented to the view of our faith, not as one who should ap- 
pear in some distant age, but as already engaged in the accomplishment 
of his mediatorial work. In the 22d psalm the Redeemer is exhibited 
hefore our eyes as suffering in the garden and on the cross ; and we 
hear him uttering the very words which dropped from his lips while 
suspended on the cross, ^ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me V Again he is presented to our v!ew as having triumphed over 
death and the grave, and having ascended on high, angels, principali- 
ties and powers being made subject to him. And the church praises 
him, not as a promised Saviour, but as an ascendant and triumphant 
Redeemer. ' Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 
captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, 
that the Lord God might dwell among them.' Ps. 68 : 18. 

" Permit me now to call the attention of the objector to a difficulty 
iu which his principles involve him. If it were true that the psalms 
speak of a Saviour to come, and, therefore, are not suited to gospel 
irorahip, then these numerous psalms which speak of a suffering, rison 
and ascendant Saviour were not suited to the worship of the Old Testa- 
meat church, because the Redeemer had not then appeared iw. VuMT&ftscL 
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nature. That is, though these psalms were given to the church by the 
God of infinite wisdom to be employed in his wotship, they were not 
adapted to the end for which they were given. 0, vain man, who art 
thou that repliest against God ? 

" But is it true that the psalms present the Saviour to the view of 
our faith as one who was yet to come ? Is it really so, my Christian 
reader, permit me respectfully to ask ? Is it true that in the psalms 
given to the church under the Old Testament, ifiej praised God for a 
promised Redeemer who had not yet come? It is true that these 
psalms were composed long before the actual appearance of Jesue 
Christ in human nature. But it is no less true that these divine songs 
are the production of that omniscient Spirit before whose view all 
futurity is spread out, and things which were then future are described 
by him as now taking place, or already past. For example, in the 22d[ 
psalm we hear our suffering Redeemer exclaiming : ' I am poured out 
like water, and all my bones are out of joint ; my heart is like wax; 
it is melted in the midst of my bowels.. ..The assembly of the wicked 
inclosed me ; they pierced my hands and my feet.' Again, this same 
glorious personage is presented to our view as exalted upon the holy 
hill of Zion in the character of God's anointed King, and proclaiming 
defiance to the opposers of his kingdom. ' Why do the heathen rage 
and the people imagine a vain thing ?' Again, he is described as com- 
ing to judgment, and all nature is summoned to pay obeisance to him. 
* Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad before the Lord, for 
he cometh to judge the earth ; he shall judge the world with rivi;hteou8- i 
ness, and the people ^hh his truth.* If the principle assumed in the ! 
objection were well founded, that psalms which exhibit a promised 
Saviour who is yet to come are not suited to gospel worship, it would 
then follow that a large portion of the psalms are better adapted to the 
worship of the church now than they were formerly; for in them the 
Redeemer is described as already come, a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief; as having risen from the dead ; as having as- 
cended on high, and as having received gifts for men. But the truth 
is, there is no force in the objection at all. Ever since the first promise 
of a Saviour was given to our lost world, Jesus Christ has been the only 
hope of sinful man. By taith in him, as exhibited to them in the in- 
fallible testimony of God, believers were ^ved under the Old Testa- 
merit; and it is by faith in him, as revealed to us upon the testimony 
of God in the gospel, that believers now are saveJ. The merit of the 
Saviour's death was as effectual in securing the salvation of the believer, 
before he actually laid down his life a ransom for many, as it is now. 
And these divine songs, in which his Spiiit taught the church to praise 
him, before the period of his incarnation, are, in all respects, as well 
adapted to the edification of the church now as they were in the begin- 
ning. Not only so, I do not hesitate to say that they are now better 
adapted to this end, as in consequence of the light which the gospel 
has reflected upon them, the fulness of their meaning may be more 
thoroughly understood.** 

Bro. N. is *' under the impression that the book of Psalms is in- 
c]aded in the parts that were 'abolished,* 'fulfilled,' 'had an end;"' 
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}ut of this he gives no proof. In what part of the New Testament 
ire the psalms said to be " abolished V* 

Yours in Christian love, John Brown. 

Cascade, Iowa. 

HOLINESS fiEOESSARY FOE FUrURE BLESSEDNESS. 

"Why is it that holiness is a necessary qualification for our being 
received into heaven? Why is it that the Bible enjoins upon us so 
strictly to love, fear and obey God, to be just, honest, meek, pure in 
heart, forgiving, heavenly-minded, self-denying, humble and resigned ? 
Man is confessedly weak and corrupt; why^ then, is he enjoined to be 
80 religious, so unearthly? Why is he required (in the strong lan- 
guage of Scripture) to become " a new creature?'* Since he is by na- 
ture what he is, would it not be an act of greater mercy in God to save 
him altogether without this holiness, which it is so difficult, yet (as it 
appears) so necessary, for him to possess ?'* 

I answer as follows: That, even supposing a man of unholy life 
were suffered to enter heaven, Tie would not be happy there ; so that it 
would be no mercy to permit him to enter. 

\\ e are apt to deceive ourselve?, and to consider heaven a place like 
this earth ; I mean, a place where every one may choose and take his 
own pleasure. We see that, in this world, active men have their own 
enjoyments, and domestic men have theirs; men of literature, of sci- 
ence, of political talent, have their respective pursuits and pleasures. 
Hence we are led to act as if it will be the same in another world. 
The only difference we put between this world and the next is that 
here ^as we know well) men are not ahvays sure^ but there we suppose, 
they will be always sure^ of obtaining what they seek after. And ac- 
cordingly we conclude, that any man^ whatever his habits, tastes, or 
manner of life, if once admitted into heaven, would be happy there. 
Not that we altogether deny that some preparation is necessary for the 
next world ; but we do not estimate its real extent and importance. 
We think we can reconcile ourselves to God when we will ; as if 
nothing were required in the case of men in general but some tempo- 
rary attention, more than ordinary, to our religious duties — some 
strictness, during our last sickness, to religious services, as men of 
business arrange their letters and papers on taking a journey or bal- 
ancing an account. But an opinion like this, though commonly acted 
on, is refuted as soon as put into words. For heaven, it is plain from 
Scripture, is not a place where many different and discordant pursuits 
can be carried /on at once, as is the case in this world. Here every 
man can do his own pleasure, but there he must do God's pleasure. It 
would be presumption to attempt to determine the employments of that 
eternal life which good men are to pass* in God's presence, or to deny 
that that state which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor mind con- 
ceived, may comprise an infinite variety of pursuits and occupations. 
Still so far we are distinctly told that that future life will be spent in 
God's presence in a sense which does not apply to our present life; so 
that it may be best described as an endless and uninterrupted worship 
of the Eternal Father, Son, and Spirit. "T\ie^ %^tn'^ Vvoi l.vj ^\A. 



134 ffoliness neceaary for Future Blessedness. 

night in his temple, and he that sitteth on the throne Bhall dwell 
among them. * * * The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters/' 

Heaven, then, is not like' this world ; I will say ^hat it is much more 
like — a church. For in a place of public worship no language of this 
world is heard ; there are no schemes brought forward for tensor al ob- 
jects, great or small ; no information how to strengthen our worldly 
interests, extend our influence or establish our credit. These things 
indeed may be right in their way, so that we do not set our hearts upon 
them ; still I repeat, it is certain that we hear nothing of them in a 
church. Here we hear solely and entirely of God. We praise him, 
worship him, sing to him, thank him, confess to him, give ourselves up 
to him, and ask his blessing. And therefore^ a church is like heaven, 
viz., because that both in the one and the other there is one single 
sovereign subject — religion — brought before us. 

Supposing, then, instead of it being said that no irreligious man 
could serve and attend on God in heaven, or see him, as the text ex- 
presses it, we were told that no irreligious man could worship, or spir- 
itually see him in church ; should we not at once perceive the mean- 
ing of the doctrine? viz., that, were a man to come hither who had 
suffered his mind to grow up in its own way, as nature or chance de- 
termined, without any deliberate habitual effort after truth and purity, 
he would find no real pleasure here, but would soon get weary of the 
place ; because, in this house of God, he would hear only of that one 
subject which he cared little or nothing about, and nothing at all of 
those things which excited his hopes and fears, his sympathies and en- 
ergies. If, then, a man without religion (supposing it possible) were 
admitted into heaven, doubtless he would sustain a great disappoint- 
ment. Before, indeed, he fancied that he could be happy there; but 
when he arrived there, he would find no discourse but that which he 
had shunned on earth, no pursuits but those he had disliked or despised, 
nothing which bound him to aught else in the universe, and made him 
feel at home ; nothing which he could enter into and rest upon. He 
would perceive himself to be an isolated being, cut away by Supreme 
Power from those objects which were still entwined around his heart. 
Nay, he would be in the presence of that Supreme Power whom he 
never on earth could bring himself steadily to think upon, and whom 
now he regarded as only the destroyer of all that was precious and 
dear to him. Ah ! he could not bear the face of the living God ; the 
holy God would be no object of joy to him. *' Let us alone ! what 
have we to do with thee ?" is the sole thought and desire of unclean 
souls, even while they acknowledge his majesty. None but the holy 
can look upon the Holy One ; without holiness no man can endure to 
see the Lord. 

When, then, we think to take part in the joys of heaven without ho- 
liness, we are as inconsiderate as if we supposed we could take an in- 
terest in the worship of Christians here below without possessing it in 
our measure. A careless, a sensual, an unbelieving mind ; a mind 
destitute of the love and fear of God, with narrow views and earthly 
aims, a low standard of duty and a benighted conscience; a mind con- 
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tented with itself and unresigned to God's will, would feel as little 
pleasure, at the last day, at the words, ^^ Enter into the joj of thy 
Lord," as it does now at the words, " Let us pray." Nay, much less, 
because, while we are in a church, we may turn our thoughts to other 
subjects, and contrive to forget that God is looking on us; but that 
will not be possible in heaven. 

We see then that holiness, or inward separation from the world, is 
necessary for our admission into heaven, because heaven is not heaven, 
is not a place of happiness, except to the holy. There are bodily indis- 
positions which affect the taste, so that the sweetest flavors become 
ungrateful to the palate ; and indispositions which impair the sight, 
tinging the fair face of nature with some sickly hue. In like manner 
there is a moral malady which disorders the inward sight and taste, and 
no man laboring under it is in a condition to enjoy what Scripture calls 
^Hhe fulness of joy in God's presence, and pleasures at his right hand 
for evermore." 

Nay, I will venture to say more than this — it is fearful, but it is 
right to say it — that if we wished to imagine a punishment for an un- 
holy, reprobate soul, we perhaps could not fancy a greater, than to 
summon it to heaven. Heaven would be hell to an irreligious man. 
We know how unhappy we are apt to feel, at present, when alone in 
the midst of strangers, or of men of different tastes and habits from 
ourselves. How miserable, for example, would it be to have to live in 
a foreign land, among a people whose faces we never saw before, and 
whose language we could not learn. And this is but a faint illustra- 
tion of the loneliness of a man of earthly dispositions and tastes, thrust 
into the society of saints and angels. How forlorn would he wander 
through the courts of heaven ! He would find no one like himself; he 
would see in every direction the marks of God's holiness, and these 
would make him shudder. He would feel himself always in his pres- 
ence. He could no longer turn his thoughts another way, as he does 
now, when conscience reproaches him. He would know that the Eter- 
nal Eye was ever upon him ; and that eye of holiness, which is joy and 
life to holy creatures, would seem to him an eye of wrath and punish- 
ment. God cannot change his nature. Holy he must ever be. But 
while he is holy, no unholy soul can be happy in heaven. Fire does 
not inflame iron, but it inflames straw. It would cease to be fire, if it 
did not. And so heaven itself would be fire to those who would fain 
escape across the great gulf from the torments of hell. The finger of 
Lazarus would but increase their thirst. The very ** heaven that is 
over their head" will be ''brass" to them. Newman. 



THE U. P. VEESIOH OF THE PSALMS. 

Our esteemed brethren of the U. P. Church have at length com- 
pleted their new version of the Psalms. Having adopted and published 
it, it is now to be seen whether it will take the place of the common 
version in congregations. The general interest in so great a work 
seems to have been comparatively small, even within that body. It 1% 
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to be feared that the greatest interest will arise from contentions about 
introducingr the new psalins. Every lover of Zion*s peace will mourn 
if this shall be so. 

No intelligent Christian w'll deny that it is right, under suitable 
circumstances, to make and adopt a new metrical version of the inspired 
sonofs. Oar old version was once new. It succeeded others less smooth 
and less agreeable to the original previously in use. Translating the 
original into English metre is a human work, and therefore imperfect. 
There are some imperfections plainly to be seen in the common version. 
Some imperfections will still remain in any version men may make. 
Yet it is our duty to aim at perfection in this, as in all duties. 

While we say so much in favor of the work of the U. P. Church, we . 
cannot but feel that they have made a grave mistake in what they have 
done and are doing. The writer has not as yet examined the new ver- 
sion sufficiently to discuss its comparative merits. Only this much 
mav be said, that when we are asked to set aside a version surrounded 
by such hallowed associations and so long in common use as the old 
one, the new ought tc be manifestly much better. It will not do to 
show that it is as good as the old. 

The object of the present article is to show that the U. P. Church 
ought not to have attempted to introduce in the worship of God a new 
version at the present time an 1 under present circumstances. That a 
time will come when our version will at least be improved is manifest. 
That it will ever be supplanted by an entirely new one admits of 
great doubt. The fit time for such an improvement would seem to be 
when the Spirit of God moves the church to it, and raises up fit instru- 
ments for it. When these things are evident, we may expect results 
that will be greatly blessed. 

Have the '•' Revised Psalms '* not been ground out by a kind of me- 
chanical process ? Has the work not been done by a very small part 
of the Christian church, without the co-operation of the great body? 
The U. P. Church is far from being the majvirity even of those that 
use exclusively the Scripture psalms in the English language. This 
fact stamns the movement at once as sectarian. The Psalms are the 
property of the whole church. The old version is catholic, as much 
so as the " authorized version *' of the Bible. As well might the same 
body undertake a new version of any other portion, or all of the Bible. 
There is nothing wrong in making any number of versions of the 
Psalms, or of the whole Bible. But for any one denomination to sub- 
stitute in the worship of God a version of its own instead of the uni- 
versally accepted one is to build awall of separation between itself 
and all others. It is to be guilty, to a certain degree, of schism. The 
church is one. It ought to be practically one. For any denomina- 
tion to authorize and use a book of praise different from all others, is 
practically, so far, to divide the church. This is a part of the sin of 
all hymn-singing churches. Their hymn books are all sectarian. 

Covenanters have peculiar love for the U. P. Church. They feel 
that they are very near to one another. But this step moves them far- 
ther from us. While we do not think it was so intended, we cannot 
bat feel wounded by it. And many a wound it will inflict when we 
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shall rteet with them around the family altar or elsewhere to worship, 
to find our venerated common version shoved aside by one that, as 
members of the church, we know not. Our lips will be sealed. Our 
hearts will be sad. How would they like it if we should introduce still 
another version? What do they expect? Is it that the church in the 
three Kingdoms, and in America, will adopt their version ? Or shall 
each particular denomination in each particular country follow their 
example and the divisive course of hymn-singers, and make its own 
book of praise? Then when Christian brethren shall meet, each one 
will have a psalm. Is the old version so bad that we may destroy the 
practical union among so many of the followers of Christ to get rid of 
it? Has the U. P. Church not been too much carried away by the 
scoffs and arguments of those who oppose the psalms, by conformity to 
the world and by a perverted taste ? Have they not grown to think 
too lightly of what is too often called " doggerel V Why do they de- 
sire such a great number of versions and metres as we find in their 
book ? Is it not a positive loss to have so many versions of the same 
psalm? The psalms used in worship ought to be familiar to the ear 
and memory of the worshipper. One good version is twice as good as 
two good ones, three times as good as three, and six times as good as six. 
I do not say that the labor of the U. P. Church is lost. They have 
accomplished much. And when the time comes that all evangelical 
Christians will throw aside their hymns, and when (he talent of the 
whole church shall be combined to improve or revise our metrical 
psalms and make a catholic version, they will be useful as helps. But 
the bulk of them will likely go to the rubbish. * 



O INQUIET AND ANSWEE. 

Mb. Editor — I wish to know through the columns of the Magazine 
what is duty in the following case : There is no R. P. church near to 
me, and I see no prospect of enjoying ordinances in the communion of 
that church ; would it be right to unite wi^h the U. P. Church ? 

The above is substantially the statement of a case submitted by a young 
person. We are not prepared to give a direct answer. Assuming that 
the choice is either to remain out of the fellowship of the church al- 
together, or to unite with the U. P. Church, we think the question is one 
for the inquirer to decide according to the convictions of an enlightened 
conscience. The points to be balanced are, the open maintenance of 
our distinctive principles as between us and the U. P. brethren, and 
the enjoyment of sealing ordinances. And our judgment is, that to 
yield the former would be to make too great a sacrifice for the sake of 
any advantages, either temporal or religious. In this, however, we 
do not make our convictions the rule for any one else. The rule of 
the apostle within the limitatioti that he contemplates may here be 
applied. Rom. 14: 23, "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.*' 

But is the difficulty so great as presented above ? We would sug- 
gest three ways in which our young friend could obtain relief and en- 



138 Our Old Schoolmaster — The Westminster Oatechism. 

joy the fellowship ofthe R, P. Church. Either remove into the bounds 
of one of our congregations, or get occasional preaching, and endeavor 
to establish a missionary station, or go occasionally to the nearest con- 
gregation for preaching and to partake of the Lord's supper. Each 
of the seways has been tried with success by persons situated similarly 
with the inquirer. T. S. 
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OUB OLD S0HO0LMA8TER-THE WESTMINSTER OATEOHISM. 

BY TAYLEB LEWIS, LL. D 

" A MAN severe he was, and stern to view." 

This was the only part of Goldsmith's description that was at all ap- 
plicable to him. His own i^lea of his office is best set forth in the 
language of 2 Samuel 23 : 8, ^' He that ruleth (be it over men or 
boys,) must be just, ruling in the fear of God." Reverence must be 
the origin of love ; " the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom." God is a great and tremendous being, great in his mercy, 
sovereign in his goodness, and yet awfully just, — " glorious in holi- 
ness, fearful in praises," the only source of true authority in heaven 
and earth, in the state, the church, the family, the school. This might 
seem a description of a preacher, rather than of a schoolmaster ; but no 
preaching, that the writer has since heard, ever produced upon him 
such an impression as the maxims and the doings of that faithful 
teacher, although, in the main, a man of much reticence, and very far 
from the studied moral harangues. 

I might here speak of his intellectual success, though this is not, at 
present, the main purpose. He made great use of that memorable 
method which is now so much condemned, and so ignorantly carica- 
tured, as " words without ideas," or learning by rote, ^^ good forms 
of sound words.** Right thinking is often of more importance than 
*' thinking for one's self," authority first as the guarantee of strength, 
and true mental independence afterwards — these were the grounds, if 
not the expressed axioms of all his teaching. He was as far as any 
modern instructor from permitting the child to rest in mere sounds 
without meaning. The "good words," however, the right rules, the 
true method, the perfect expression, the correct doing of a thing, these 
came first, and then the rationale might begin, if such good words and 
correct practice did not, of themselves, bring it before the mind. 
There was no parade of philosophizing, none of that everlasting talk 
about development of which we now hear so much, but which leaves 
the mind undeveloped, and the idea unformed, because there are no 
previously prepared rules or formulas for their reception. There are, 
in such a case, no matrices or moulds of thought to guide the mind in^ 
thinking. There are no swathing bands, no clothing for the new-born 
ideas, and hence it is no wonder, that with all our talk about philoso- 
phjr of teaching, and learning children " to think for themselves," 
there should be so much intellectual a\)OTl\oxi. 
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But it is the moral inptruction of 6ur old teacher on which I would 
more especially dwell. Ihere was nothing that would be called origi- 
nal about this ; but the impression it has left is indelible. The writer 
can truly say, that it has become a part of himself, entering into his 
very practical constitution. And, first, there comes to mind the more 
formal moral instruction. The Westminster Shorter Catechism was 
recited every Friday afternoon. It is quite commonly said now-a-days, 
that the catechism is not adapted to children. The Rev. H. W. 
Beecher, (pace tanti viriy would I say it,) endeavors, in his tale, Nor- 
wood, to convey that impression. There is a burlesque represenation 
of an attempt to get from a boy the answer to the question, " What is 
God ?" His mistakes and misapprehensions are set forth in a very 
ludicrous manner. Still more of the same character is given to the. 
eflForts of the good aunt to counteract this perversity. The boy cftn- 
not understand it, and the impression left, and evidently designed to be 
left on the reader's mind, is wholly hostile to any such method of re- 
ligious instruction. What is more wonderful still, this perverse youth, 
to whom his catechism is but an unintelligible mass of words, has no 
difficulty with the religion of nature. There is to him nothing obscure 
or hazy in the theology taught by the clouds or the sun-settings. He 
finds no difficulty in the revelations made by the flowers ; he under- 
stands the religious lessons that come from the evening cry of the 
whippoorwill ; but the well-chosen words of the Westminster divines, 
poor boy, he cannot at all comprehend. It is all dogma, unintelligible 
sounds with no corresponding ideas. " The chief end of man," God 
as a spirit, the words *' eternal, unchangeable, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, truth," these have to his mind no corresponding thought, no 
moral emotion ; but the streams, the trees, the winds, they talk to him 
in an intelligible dialect. 

This was not the case in our school. We might have been too ob- 
tuse to make much out of the clouds or the whip-poor-will ; we were too 
plodding, perhaps, or had too little poetry ; but the Westminster Cate- 
cism we did understand in some way, for it made us tremble. The 
deep moral impression was evidence that some ideas from it reached 
the intellect. The full depth of those solemn words it may take an 
eternity to fathom, but they were not without power for our then 
dawning minds. We perceived the theological connections of the 
terms employed, or, at least, with sufficient distinctness to show us, 
that in the truths presented we had a momentous, an eternal, and young 
as we were, a deeply personal interest. We did have some under- 
standing of what was meant by " the chief end of man,*' and living for 
God's glory in distinction from pleasure and the world. We under- 
stood the assertion that God was " infinite power," — in other words, 
that " he could do all things," that he " was eternal," or could never 
die. We understood what was meant by God's "being a spirit," and 
that our own spirit was the moving, thinking, willing power within us, 
—that it was immortal, imperishable, everlasting. We had the ideas 
^hich Sir William Hamilton disclaims as belonging to the human mind. 
We failed, indeed, as that great philosopher' failed, in bringing this 
awful thought of eternity within the limits <>f d. sense conception; \Jol^ 
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writer well remembers, wlen the effort thus to conceive the unconceiv- 
able would bring the perspiration from his limbs and a treir bling 
faintness into his whole body ; but the idea, as distinguished from such 
conceptual effort, he had as certain then as tiow ; as awful then as now; 
years, books, study, have added nothing to it. The young soul thinks 
more than is commonly supposed, or than we remember of ourselves in 
after life, when the world, with its darkening cares, have drawn a cur- 
tain before the exercises of that thoughtful, questioning, musing spirit, 
which ofter characterizes even very early life. 

The writer speaks, not for himself alone, but for his school associ- 
ates. It was to all of us an awfully solemn book, that Shorter West- 
minster Catechism, as taught by that grave and deeply religious man. 
Nothing else has ever since produced so distinct and solemn an impres- 
sion. No religious books for children, such as we now have in our 
Sabbath schools ; no goody tales of good little boys and girls, ever so 
reached the moral consciousness. It miijht not have been so, had we 
learned it under some other teacher ; but in the hands of this old 
schoolmaster it was indeed awful, not from any preaching by which it 
was accompanied ; for he was not a man given to commentary or 
alarming exhortation; but from the solemnity, the deep earnestness, 
which showed that he thought, and which made us think, that this 
compendium was not a mere verbal exercise, but a body of truth con- 
nected with our highest destiny as accountable and immortal beings. 
It is a libel on children, as well as on the catechism, to say that they 
cannot understand it. " Justification, adoption, and sanctification,*' 
were not mere words to us, as caricaturists have so often asserted, for 
we were made to feel that we had a deep interest in the ideas repre- 
sented by them. Especially was this the case with that most solemn 
question on '' effectual calling.*' Would it be effectual In us, or might 
God permit us to render it ineffectual through the power of a different 
calling from the world, and getting its strength from our own perverse 
wills and evil choices ? The word had a dread import; it presented a 
most grave and anxious inquiry. There were, indeed, statements in 
that catechism, which transcended all philosophy, and yet we could un- 
derstand them as statements, and the grounds on which they were 
made. The answer to the 37th question told us that '* the souls of 
believers passed into glory.*' This seemed to correspond to our ideas 
of soul as something that could leave the body, and soar above the 
earth ; but the words that followed presented a strange mystery; they 
were full of awe ; they baffled inquiry ; though most fertile in sugges- 
tions, they gave rise to strange and bewildering conceptions. ' And 
yet even here, there was a logical connection of terms which we could 
/(3(?Z, although unable logically to define. "Their bodies being still 
united to Christ do rest in their graves till the resurrection *' Their 
union to Christ, that, then, was the preserving power. It was so at 
least in the case of believers, and their rest in the grave. Of others, 
in this respect, our catechism said nothing. The body's burial was a 
fact familiar. We knew that the flesh mouldered in the grave, that it 
mingled with, and passed away into, other forms of matter. The 
worms devoured it; we read that upon the tombstones. It "leturned 
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to dust ;'* so it was announced in the very beginning of the holy book. 
Of the infidel objection, we had never heard, yet the fact on which it 
ia founded we knew as well as Celsus of old, and any one who has 
since repeated it, each time as something new. 

But then there was that other language, clear in its logical state- 
ment, yet going deeper than any science, descending to a region where 
science could neither affirm nor deny. It was no question of natural 
sequence It was felt to be unearthly teaching. " Their bodies being 
still united to Christ.'' Was he with them in tneir graves ? Was there 
something belonging to him, and therefore undying, that still accom- 
panied the mouldering remains, that inhered as a security against a 
total loss of continuity even in the bodily being? We had never heard 
of that doctrine of identity which has so much puzzled all thinkers, 
whether in relation to the human body, or the tree, or any other vary- 
ing thing, which we call the same thing^ though the clothing and mani- 
festing matter is ever changing. We speculated not about the identi- 
fying bodily essence as something which begins with the first concep- 
tion, lives on the same through all the mutations of the longest earthly 
life, remains unbroken and unimpaired in the dying body, and may be 
the germ of its restoration ages hence. 

The answer in the catechism overleaped all these chasms; we could 
not follow it in its supernatural flight, but the essential fact, " union 
to Christ," himself " the life," and preservation through such a union, 
that we understood (the truth itself and the ground of it) as well as 
the most advanced philosopher or theologian. It was no figure to us, 
no mere moral or relational union. He to whom all power was given 
"in heaven and on earth," — he was ''the Redeemer of the body" as 
well as of the soul. "Because he lived," those who believed in him 
"should live also." 

There was another state, the opposite of this, and not its mere nega- 
tive. It was a continuation of personal being, and yet a remaining of 
both body and soul under the power of death. It, too, had a resur- 
rection, but it was " the resurrection of condemnation." It was not 
annihilation, but the antithesis of the believer's eternal life. It was 
implied in the answer to the question 37; it was clearly asserted 
elsewhere. We received both doctrines ; so our catechism taught, so 
we understood, and so we believed. 

Thus, also, did we understand the catechetical expositions of the 
commandments, — what was "required" in them, what was "forbid- 
den," — the letter, the spirit, the few words, the vast meaning em- 
braced. We have learned no bettdr ethics since. The seventh com- 
mandment, as we repeated it, forbids all unchaste thoughts, words, and 
HUitions. We understood this, as well as we understood, from another 
And far different kind of teaching, what "unchaste thoughts, words, 
and actions" were. Thus, also, did we understand very clearly how the 
ninth commandment covered the whole field of truth, in all that we 
might have to say of our neighbors, that is, of one another. It was 
evident to our minds, as it is now to that of Mr. Beecher, though we 
were so far from possessing that power of language, or that happy fac- 
ulty of illustration by which he often gives to old truths such a» tv^^ 
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and impressive form. There are many more things to say of onr old 
schoolmaster, especially in respect to his principles and methods of 
school government, hut the dissertation on the Catechism into which 
we have been led, has already occupied too much space. We can only 
add the wish, that there were more like him now in our land. What- 
ever may be said about such men being behind the age, there may be 
yet some place or places that they might profitably fill. — The Interior, 



PSALM-SINGHTO MT OUR OHUEOHES.* 

There is not a more becoming, or a more Christian part of public 
worship, than the singing of psalms and hymns to the praise of> God, 
with one voice and with one heart. A large and closely compacted 
congregation, fully imbued with pious and devotional feeling, and giv- 
ing utterance to their whole soul in the fellowship and unison of some 
well-known and solemn tune, is a fine object of moral contemplation and 
reflection, and presents no unimpressive assimulation to the attitude 
and employment of the " happy assembly of the church of the first- 
born." When every individual worshipper shares in the worship of- 
fered, — when the same word, the same sentiment, the same hopes, the 
same faith, the same love of God are passed through so many minds 
and apprehensions, and hallowing, with the stream of one common 
purification, the same hearts, and at one and the same time, what an 
accession, in point of intensity and strength of devotional feeling is 
gained ? There is a kind of electrical communication acting and react- 
ing from voice to voice, and from soul to soul, and each individual 
worshipper feels, as it were, the accumulated devotion of the whole 
assembly. It is like standing in the ranks of fellowship whilst the 
battle rages, and experiencing, from mutual confidence and reliance, a 
courage — an esprit de corps — which would not exist were every soldier 
stationed in individual and unaccompanied exertion. 

Now, what I complain of, sir, is this : — Under our present tendency 
to modernize and new-model whatever is old and antiquated, I am 
afraid this ancient, and truly Presbyterian and animating exercise of 
psalm-singing is in danger of falling into disuse. There has sprung 
up amongst us a reforming race — men strangely gifted in point of ears 
— who take grievous offence at the monotonous ^^ croon^* of our old 
wives, and at the drawling discordance of our old church-tunes, who go 
into committees and associations, with a suitable et cetera of " ways 
and means,'* in order to have bands of vocal music planted around our 
pulpits, and responding singing-pipes at convenient intervals through 
the church ; in consequence of which, the task, or rather the privilege, 
of praising God, with the most perfect, as well as the most suitable of 
all musical organs — the human voice — is removed from the congrega- 
tion — from the " people all*' — and devolved upon a few spinning Jen- 
nies and weaver Jockies, who twine out the labyrinths of God's praise, 
and knot in the threads and ends of public devotion, with ^nearly the 
same apprehensions of religious feeling with which they go through 
the routine and tasking of their daily work. 

*FTom an old number of B\&ck^ood's Magazine. 



Psalm-singing in onr Ohurches, 143 

Having occasion, a few days ago, to officiate in my clerical capacity, 
in a neighboring burgh pulpit, and being about (as I considered the* 
flinging of the first, or morning psalm to be concluded) to proceed, in 
all due solemnity to prayer, and having actually advanced with the 
second sentence of my address to heaven, I was not a little surprised 
to find that the music had only been suspended for a little, and that, 
from a distant corner of the gallery, into which it had returned to take 
advantage of the sinuosities of some extremely delicate female pipe, it 
was now bursting down upon the body of the church, in full swell and 
tide, and overpowering in its progress every feebler note of opposition 
I was enabled to make. It was not till after the same concluding and 
(as I imagined, in the obesity of my musical apprehension,) the con- 
clvded line, had been hung, and halved, and quartered several times 
over, into jerks, and jets, and " twirliewhirlies,** of the most astonish- 
ing character, that I could obtain an audience. Now, sir, all the time 
that God's praise was thus portioned out into parts and quavers, the 
old women who were seated upon the pulpit stairs, were as mute as if 
their tongues had already been silenced by the sexton's spade, and the 
young men and women seemed to be employed in carefully and re- 
peatedly surveying the walls of the church, the state of the pews, and 
the various habiliments in which each fellow-worshipper happened to be 
attired. In fact, the congregation seemed to me to present the aspect 
of spectators at the opera house, for whose gratification and entertain- 
ment a certain quantity of modulated air was thrust, in difierent pro- 
portions, through the wind-pipes of a few exhibitive performers. 

Now what our burgh churches do, our country parishes are very apt 
to mimic, I have been under the necessity of giving my own pre- 
centor, — who, though an honest, is a young, and rather an injudicious 
man, — more than one cautionary hint upon the subject. It was but 
last Sabbath, no further gone, that, owing to the interruption occasioned 
by an old woman, who told him plainly, " she wad sing her Maker's 
praise, in spite o* him, wi* a' her heart," he was fairly untuned in one 
of his outrageously delicate octaves, and compelled to have recourse to 
the sober and less intricate notes of the " Martyrs" to bear him through. 

But this, even this highly seasoned absurdity, does not comprehend the 
fall reach of the edl. Do you know, sir, it has not only become im- 
possible, from the difficulty of the tunes, but absolutely unfashionable, 
from the enormity of afi'ectation, to praise God at all. To crook one's 
mouth, or to model one's lips into the attitude of psalm-singing, is 
downright vulgarity. The laird's family, with the exception of the 
dowager-lady, who, from indisposition, seldom comes out, are silent ; 
all my genteel farmers, and the most of them consider themselves, and 
are entitled to do so, as belonging to this class, have, of course, caught 
the air of the carpeted gallery above, and are dumb. They generally, 
I can observe, when at times I take a sly peep at them through my 
fingers, employ themselves whilst the psalm is singing in laying them- 
selves up, arms a-kimbo, in one of the four corners of the pew, or in 
surveying, with a discriminating and congratulatory eye, the amazing 
and gratifying efi'ects of Day & Martin's blacking. The handicraft 
men are in a state of defection, and the village innkeeper has already 
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gone over ; so that, but for the howdy, who stands in awe of the mis 
tress, with a large and still untainted proportion of villagers, both] 
men and cottars, who have not the sense to be genteel, the whole bi 
den of praise — as we have no burgh *' singing boys and singing girls, 
would, of necessity, devolve upon the precentor and me. * * * 

The pulpit, too, — full sorry am I to admit the disgrace — but true 
is, and of verity, that the very pulpit itself — that ''holy of holies" 
Presbyterian worship, has been subjected to that degrading and revol 
ing contamination, the progress of which I have b-^en attempting 
trace. It is quite trun, sir, that many of our " young preachers," ai 
even some of the more advanced veterans of liberal sentiment ai 
moderation, have ce .sed to praise God in public. They give out tl 
psalm, they sat/ the prayers, and they read their sermons; but furth( 
they do not proceed. They are are a race, too, of comely men ; anj 
when their shirt iiccks are set up to their ears, and the front tuft 
brushed back, and the neckcloth is adjusted, and the ruffles and bam 
are smoothed down, they look it, and manner it, and often word 
well ; but what time so proper for all this preparation and adjustmeal 
as whilst the psalm is a-singing ! — Proh nefas! When even the vei 
"ark of the testimony*' is not sacred from contamination, what wil 
become of us? I have no patience for such unseemly profanation; 
and rather than see a fop or a fool of this description in my pulpit, 
would prefer the grinning physiognomy of the monkey, or the winkinj 
stupidity of the hog ! How can we expect, Mr. Christopher, that 01 
congregations should take an interest in the praises in which we oui 
selves, who minister at God*s altar, join not ! " May all sing th] 
praises," are the words of our prayers, " wiih devotion in our heartt 
making melody unto God with our lips.** There is mockery and dowi 
right profanity, Mr. North, in this thing ; and if by publishing thi! 
statement you can bring into deserved contempt one single perversity^ 
of this description, you will do something to restore meaning to our j 
public acts of devotion and praise, and you will give satisfaction td) 
every truly pious Presbyterian worshipper. ^^ Immedicdbile vulnui' 
ense rescidendum, ne pars sincerj, trahatur** We must go boldly t(N| 
work ; we must run the risk of twisting the very soul of the guilty, aid 
well as offending the corny sensibilities of their friends and relativei|!| 
if we would wish to arrest the progress of this malady, and secure far| 
ourselves and our children the healthy and invigorating exercise of ottra 
public ordinances of religion. * * * * 1 

True piety and devotion, my dear sir, are the children of the heart,4 
nursed on the lap of nature, and under all the influences of a purer 
sky they are ever aspiring after him who forms the centre of all d 
sire, the ultimate object of all effort, — ever active and never sileHty%h\ 
pursue their hallowed course, — " forever singing as they go^*' dlM^i 
all that they possess, and in all they hope to obtain. It is-^WJ^Iki 
voice of nature which praises God, but they. It is not the hilfs", an^ 
the floods, and the fields, which praise God, but they. It is not thd 
land, and the promise, and the beauty, and the accomplishment tAi 
flower and fruit, which praise God, but they. It is not the bit*ds of ^ 
the air, beasts of the fields, or the fish of the sea, which praise Gody 
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they. It is not the mere letters of the revealed word, nor the 
iulated tones of solemn music, which praise God, but they. It is 
the pomp and the pageantry, the mere outward semblance and 
licry, which praise God, but they. It is through the voice and the 
igue, and the acclaim of these hallowed messengers, that the divine 
mre is approached and approximated, that man is enabled to ascend 
Pisgah eminence, and visit, with an approximating glance, the 
jsed land of promised happiness. These were the "interpreters," 
means of whom our Presbyterian forefathers were enabled, on the 
mtain's brow, and the cave's recess, to hold celestial intercourse. 
5se were the " minstrels,'* which waked the snipe and the plover, 
fdead of night, by the lone and houseless moss, or amidst the more 
m midnight silence and gloom of the deep ravine. These were the 
lers which conducted the deposed and persecuted, and want-worn 
jsbyters, through many deprivations and dangers, to death, and to 
tory at last. These were, in a word, the stout and fearless " reform- 
I,'* who ousted popery, and resisted prelacy, and at last on the per- 
ment basis of God's word, (explained unto and with praises sung by 
Ithe people,) erected the Doric fabric of Presbyterian worship amongst 
And shall we^ the children, and natural, and national, and testi- 
mial descendants of these very men, who were thus actuated, guided, 
Ipported and directed, neglect and despise the inheritance we have de- 
red ? Shall we suffer the walls of our Zion to fall gradually under 
lapse of time, and ruin and dilapidation, merely from want of re- 
ars and from inattention to the preservation of the structure ? God 
rbid ! and may he who is alone the '' head and the superior*' of our 
mrch, induce us to think in time, ere, along with the outward demon- 
ration, all the vitality of devotion and piety have ceased to exist. 



E rOEMAL DYING TESTIMONY OF THE TWO GEEAT EEFORMEES. 

It was a custom of the good old times for a man, in making his last 
ill and testament, to give utterance to his religious convictions in 
iew of death, as well as his desires concerning his worldly goods, 
e advantage of this custom was the opportunity it afforded for 
clear and well-considered testimony, while yet in a state of mind 
ilm and clear enough to devise one's worldly goods, concerning the 
xperimental faith upon which the soul rested in death rather than the 
oherent and excited utterances of the dying moments. 
We have been much impressed with reading this spiritual portion of 
e last will and testament of John Calvin, and also that of Martin 
mther. It would seem to us that even his bitterest enemies should 
ave given some credit to the great Geneva Reformer for unselfishness 
d sincerity i»vieif of the facts — first, that though, as they hold, he 
Was the pope Md tyrant of Geneva, with supreme power at his con- 
trol, yet, in dying,, he had but two hundred and twenty-five dollars to 
dispose of, asd foi'bad^ the city in his last will to erect any monument 
over his grave. But aside from this, it would seem to us that men of 
evangelical views, who can appreciate the experimental utterances of 
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the pious soul, should have dealt charitably with the man who, in hii 
last will and testament made on the 24th of April, 1564, a month h^p 
fore his death, had given utterance to the following views of himself tl^ 
a poor sinner before God : 

" In the first place, I thank God that he has not only mercy on htf 
poor creature, having delivered me from the abyss of idolatry, but that 
he has brought me into the clear light of his gospel, and made me a 
partaker of the doctrines of salvation, of which I was altogether un« 
worthy ; yea, that his mercy and goodness have borne so tenderly witk 
my numerous sins and offences, for which I deserved to be cast from 
him and destroyed. But especially is my soul filled with thankfulness 
for the grace and love of the Lord, in deigning to make use of my labor 
in proclaiming and extending his gospel. I testify what I have in my 
soul, that I will live and die in this faith which he has given me ; fori 
have no other hope than that which rests on his free election, the only 
foundation of my salvation ; and with my whole heart do I embrace the 
mercy which Christ has prepared for me, that all my sins may be 
buried through the merits of his death and sufferings. 1 most humbly 
pray that I may be so purified and washed by the blood of this great 
Redeemer, shed for the sins of mankind, that I may be able to stand 
before hia judgment-seat, and bear his image on me. I testify also, 
that according to the measure of grace given me, I have taught his 
pure word, in preaching, in works, and in the exposition of Scripture; 
yea, in all the controversies which I have carried on against the ene- 
mies of the truth. I have employed^ sophistry, but have fought the 
good fight in simplicity and truth, xtftt alas ! the good-will which I 
have had, and my zeal, if so it can be called, have been something so 
poor and cold, that I have failed in numberless ways in fulfilling my 
office ; and but for the unbounded goodness of God my good- will would 
have been but smoke ; yea, but for this, even the grace which he gave 
me would have only rendered me more guilty in his sight ; therefore do 
I solemnly testify that I own no other power of salvation but this, that 
God, who is the God of mercy, is ready to manifest himself as the 
Father of so miserable a sinner." 

Such is the dying declaration of Calvin. That of Luther is not less 
characteristic. While Calvin's last will and testament observes with 
care all the legal forms of the times, Luther's will, on the other hand, 
treats legal forms with contempt, and in the introduction thereto, gives 
forth the following utterances respecting himself: 

''I am well enough known in heaven, upon earth, and in hell ; and 
I am sufficiently respected to be trusted ; for God, miserable sinner as 
I am, and deserving of condemnation, has out of his fatherly mercy 
entrusted me with the gospel of his Son, and has made me true and 
faithful therein, so that many in the world have received it through 
me, and do, therefore, own me as a teacher of the truth ; while Ihave 
been enabled to despise the ban of the pope, of the emperor, of kings, 
princes and priests ; yea, the hatred of all the devils. How then can 
my hand-writing fail to be a sufficient witness to a thing of such little 
importance, if it can be said, ^Thus wrote Dr. Martin Luther, the 
jsteward of the things of God, and witness of his gospel !' '* 
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If the dying uiterances of men are of any value as indicative of their 
eal opinions, it would seem to us that the last will and testament of 
►oth Luther and Calvin should have shielded their fame from the out- 
ages of both modern papal and infidel antagonists of Protestantism. 
^Free Com* 
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STBIAN MISSION 

Latakiybh, March 4, 1872. 

Dear Dr. Sproull — My chief apology to you and your readers, for 
not sending until now what should have been written and sent you 
«reeks ago, is the arrival of our missionary brothers and si3ters, whose 
presence among ugT, like a continual feast, has been so unceasingly 
cheering as to make us, for the time, appear indifferent to the claims of 
the outside world. You will share, I am sure, with us this feeling of 
grateful joy, occasioned by so large a gain to our little circle, as has 
been realized by the coming of Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith, and Miss 
Dodds, from the|U. S., and Dr. Martin, from Ireland, especially in 
view of the great loss sustained by us and the Mission work a year ago, 
in the unexpected removal of our beloved and lamented brother, I)r. 
Dodds, whose praise is in the churches. Our new friends are all 
well and contented, and grappling with the Arabic with a zeal and de- 
termination which promise good results. 

The Lord's supper, as you have probably heard, was dispensed the 
last Sabbath of November, with much encouragement to us all. Thir- 
ty-seven, including ourselves, communed, of whom eleven were an ad- 
dition, and of these elev'en nine were Fellahin, seven girls and two 
boys, and of course had to be baptized. It was an interesting sight 
to witness that group of Ansariyeh heathen drawn up in a row to re- 
ceive the ordinance of baptism. They all were, or had been pupils of 
the boarding school — the girls the fruits of Miss Crawford's unwearied 
efforts and care — the boys from the other department, though one of 
them years ago had left and gone to teaching. Two other young men 
who applied for admission were kept back for want of sufficient infor- 
mation, but have since given satisfactory evidence of their fitness and 
been baptized. These, with three others who were absent and could 
not commune, make a total native membership of thirty-seven persons. 
Before opening the schools last fall we alluded to a prospective and 
general encouragement of our work ; and our conjectures, I am happy 
to say, in the matter have been confirmed. The progress in every de- 
partment thus far has been unmistakably marked. Our Sabbath ser- 
vices have been regularly attended by an audience of from fifty to sixty 
persons throughout the winter. The boarding schools, too, have been 
larger and more potent for good than ever they have hitherto been. In 
Latakiyeh there are twenty-four boarders, seventeen girls and seven 
boys, while in B'hamra the number is perhaps greater ; making a total 
of forty-eight or fiftj Fellahin pupils being taug)DLt twt, \Jdl^ '\i5LY8^•5^!W)L ^-v- 

-is 
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pense. Besides these there are thirty cr more other Ansariyeb chit 
dren being taught in two other village schools, at no other expense to 
the Mission than the furnishing of a teacher. Then add to these the 
goodly number of Christian day scholars, male and female, ia regular 
attendance from town, and' we have a grand total quite exceeding anj- 
thins; in the previous history of our schools. 

And a not less encouraging feature in our work are the openings in- 
viting to evangelistic effort in some districts of the Fellahin, together 
with the desire of a few young men at this juncture to prepare themselves 
to fill them. The class that commenced with Yusuf alone has now grown 
to number four, viz., Yusuf Gedeed, Hassan Hamdan, Sulyman Derbey 
and Saleem Salih. The first three mentioned are Ansariyeh, the last is 
connected with us — a convert to Protestantism from the Greek ChristiaDS 
here in town. Yusuf and Saleem are in advance of the other two in age, 
intelligence and experience, yet we hope for good from them all,. and 
ask for them the prayers and sympathies of such of our brethren as 
feel interested in their welfare and success. One olT the great ends of 
missionary effort is the preparing of a native ministry, to whom at the 
earliest possible period the responsibility may be entrusted of carrying 
on to completion the work the missionary has be^un. X trust it is not 
too much to hope that these four now in process of training will ulti- 
mately contribute something by their zealous labors towards the accom- 
plishment of this object. 

Yusuf, who is superior to all the others, is a young man of pleasant 
disposition and good abilities, and is well known to your readers as the 
husband of Miriam. He and Saleem, like Barnabas and Paul, have 
already entered upon their labors. Three Sabbaths ago they visited 
Gendosiyeh together and had services, when Yusuf preached from the 
words, " Thou shalt not steal." They propose to evangelize in this 
way among the villages on the plains the coming summer, making some 
one of them (probably Gendosiyeh) a base of operations. 

B'hamra, our principal station in the mountains, is operated in this 
way ; in addition to the school kept up through the week, religious ser- 
vices on the Sabbath are ragularly observed. 

Let us then continue to labor and pray for the extension of the work 
until the knowledge of the gospel shall be generally diffused. 

Yours most affectionately in the gospel, 

J. Beattie. 



THE OHUEOH IN THE WEST. 

Ebpublican City, Kansas, March 19, 1872, 
Messrs. Editors — Some think I am delinquent in my correspond- 
ence about our mission in this part of the west. And now I write with 
some hesitancy, as some have come west and found everything so dif- 
ferent from what it was "down east," or "in yender," they become dis- 
satisfied with western life and people, and especially with those who 
write or speak in commendation of the west. But the church should 
know what her missionaries are doing ; and it is necessary that those 
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coming west should know the location of new organizations, their pros- 
pects, the price of land, state of society, an d^ other things peculiar to 
the west. We do not wish to induce people to abandon their comfort- 
able homes in the east, but we desire to let those coining west know 
where they will find fertile government landj healthy climate, good wa- 
ter, church privileges and other advantages. 

Our little congregatioa here is in a prosperous condition. Peace ex- 
ists in our borders. I feel much encouraged in my work. Our little 
houses in which we worship are, except on very bad days, filled to over- 
flowing. The Sabbath school in the Republican branch of the congre- 
gation is doing well. The secretary of the school reported last Sabbath 
morning forty-four scholars in attendance — many of these scholars are 
mission scholars. We expect to organize a Sabbath school in the Eagle 
Bend branch of the congregation on next Thursday afternoon, at the 
social prayer meeting. There is a fine opening for a good school there- 
May God bless our labors. We can only sow the seed. It is the Holy 
Spirit that can give it power. It is God that gives the increase. 

We are not at all comfortable as to houses of worship, but a mission- 
ary must not expect every convenience in a new country like this, where 
three^ years ago the wild elk skipped and the bufiulo roamed at pleas- 
ure- I came expecting to endure privations, and I will feel myself am- 
ply rewarded if I am only instrumental in saving some souls, and of 
building up a congregation of Covenanters in this far west. We expect 
a large emigration to this part of the west this spring. A number 
of Covenanters have come already, and have taken homesteads, and 
expect to bring their families after harvest ; others are on their way, 
and others have written to me that they will soon start. I wish those 
who expect to come here, and desire to enjoy the benefit of the home- 
stead act, that they would come immediately, as the >best of the land 
will soon be taken. 

Two railroads are now being constructed; one is to be running 
through this county in less than one year, and the other in less than 
eighteen months. These roads will run through both branches of this 
congregation. Persons coming from the east will first come to Leav- 
enworth, or Kansas City, and from there to Junction City, on the Kan- 
sas Pacific railroad. A daily railroad runs from Junction City to Re- 
publican City.. Yours in covenant, S. M. Stevenson. 



ECCLESIASTICAL. 



CLOSING EXEEOISES OF THE SEMIBTAET. 

Alleghkut Seminary Hall, \ 
2 P.M., March 26 th, 1872. / 

The Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary met at 
time and place as above. Revs. A. M. Milligan and D. McAllister, 
»nd elder Jas. Wiggins, present. Absent : Rev. S. 0. Wylie, D. D.^ 
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Rev. J. Galbraith, and elders D. Boyd and D. Gregg. In the absence 
of the chairman, Rev. A. M. Milligan was chosen chairman pro tem*^ 
and opened the meeting* with prayer. The professors were invited to 
sit as consultative members of the board. Pruf. Sloane stated that tb 
joint report of the professors would be presented to-morrow morning 
and in the mean time reported that the students were prepared lor ez* 
amination in their various studies, and ready with their discourses. It 
was agreed to proceed at once lo the hearing of the discourses in the 
First church, and a recess was taken, to meet in the church at 3 o'clock.' 

Allegheny ChurcHi 8 P. H. 
Dr. Wylie was present, and called the board to order. Elder D. 
Gregg also present. Discourses were heard as follows: By J. A. 
Speer, from 1 John 2: 1, 1. c; J. M. Crozier, Matt. 9: 12; M. A. 
Gait, Is. 28: 16; J. C. McPheeters, John 1: 29, 1. c; E. G. EUejJl 
Matt. 5 : 12. After criticisms by the board and professors, adjouraed 
with prayer to meet in the hall to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Seminary Hall, Marcli 27th, 9 A. M. 
The board met and was opened with prayer. The students were ex- 
amined by Prof. SprouU in Theology, by Prof. Sloane in the Greek 
Testament, and by Prof. SprouU in Church Government. The joint 
repon of the professors was presented, and the separate report of cash, 
and accepted. It was resolved that the reports be approved, and that 
the whole matter concerning the attendance of students, referred to in 
the joint report, be brought before Synod at its next meeting in there- 
port of the board. A recess was taken until 3 o'clock, to meet in the 

church. 

Allegheny Church, 8 P. M. 

Discourses were heard from Lewis Johnson on Matt. 7 : 20 ; H. 

Easson, 1 Cor. c: 21, 1. c; T. J. Allen, Dan, 9: 25; S. R. Wallace, 

Col. 1 : 12; J. F. Crozier, 1 John 3: 21. After criticisms, a recM 

was taken till 7 o'clock. vTl 

Same Place, 7 P. If. ■ ' 

Discourses were delivered by J. C. Taylor from Ps. 87 : 3 ; P.*P/ 
BoyJ, Rom. 3:31; D. G. Thompson, 1 Cor. 13 : 9, 10 ; J. R. Hill, 
Ex. 32 : 36, m. c, and S. J. Crowe, Som. 8 : 16. 

After the discourses Prof. Sloane addressed the students, particularly 
the graduating class, in words of farewell encouragement, counsel and 
sympathy. The board adjourned with prayer, to meet in the hall to- 
morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Seminary Hall, March 28th, 9 A. M. 

The board met and was opened with prayer. Prof. Sloane examined 
the students in Hodge*? System of Theology, and in Homiletics in classi- 
fiying outlines of sermons. Prof. SprouU then conducted the examin- 
ation in Church History, and Prof. Sloane in Hebrew. The examin- 
ations being completed, it was 

Resolved^ That the board, having heard the discourses and examin- 
ation of the students, express their satisfaction with the evidence af" 
forded of the diligent labors of the professors, and the benefit derived! 
hj the stadents. 
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Orders were directed to be drawn on the Treasurer for the payment 
of expenses of members of the board. 

It was left with the Treasurer to pay the Janitor. 

It was ordered that the students who have completed the third and 
fourth years of the Seminary course be certified to their respective 
Presbyteries accordingly. 

Adjourned with prayer. S. 0. Wylib, CKn. 

D. McAllister, Sec'y. 

JOINT REPORT OP THE PROFESSORS. 

In presenting to the board our annual report, wecan not say that 
the present session has been in any marked degree different from those 
which have preceded. 

Sixteen students have been in attendance during the term, viz., 
Boyd, Crowe, Hill and Thompson, of the fourth year ; Crozier, Sr., 
and Taylor of the third ; Easson, Elsie, Johnston, McPheeters, Speer 
and Wallace, of the second ; Allen, Crozier, Jr., Gault and Wylie, of 
the first. 

The general health of the students has been good, although there 
has been more complaint in that respect than usual. 

We are able to bear cheerful testimony to the diligence of the stu- 
dents, although the attendance on the part of a few has been far from 
punctual ; various causes, causes in our judgment altogether insuffi- 
cient, have occasioned to a few the loss of considerable portions of the 
session. We recommend the most decided action on this point, and 
that b«Eeafter no student bo recommended to Presbytery for licensure 
who h^ not been punctual in his attendance upon all the recitations 
of the Seminary during the full term. The rule forbidding students 
of the fourth year to preach during the session has not been observed. 
We. consider this both injurious to the students themselves and detri- 
mental to the best interests of the Seminary. We trust that such 
action will be taken on this subject as will prevent all misunder- 
Btandins as to this matter in the future. 

We also express our decided conviction that the long sessions are a 
positive injury to the Seminary. They involve a greatly increased ex- 
penditure, which a large number of the students cannot afford and 
which the church has not at present the means to meet. They present a 
temptation to carelessness in returning to the Seminary promptly at 
the opening of the term and at the close of vacations, and are attended 
with other difficulties unnecessary to mention in this connection. We 
are of the opinion that some method should be taken to inform Pres- 
byteries of the scholarship, conduct and diligence of the students 
under their care. At present they have no information upon these 
points except such as they obtain from the general reports of the pro- 
fessors. 

The students have delivered during the session two discourses apiece, 
ftnd have given great satisfaction in these exercises. 

While noticing some things which require attention, we yet desire to 
express our grateful thanks to our covenant God for hisL^ntinued 
goodness and for all the grounds of encouragement whi^[g|g|i^ve in 
the continued prosperity of the Seminary. 
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Crowe was also appointed stated supply at Pine Creek for the nnoo- 
copied one-fourth of his time. | 

Mr. J. R. Hill accepted a call from Southfield congregation, Lakes 
Presbytery, and was granted certificate of admission to that Presbytery. 
• Mr, J. F. Crozier presented trials for licensure which were unani- 
mously sustained, and he was licensed to preach the gcspel. 

Rev. J. A. Black was appointed to moderate calls at Rehoboth and 
Bear Run and Mahoning when requested, and to dispense communion 
at Rehoboth, June, 3d Sabbath, and at Mahoning, Sept., 1st Sabbatb. 

The clerk and assistant clerk were appointed to prepare the Presby- 
terial report to Synod. Sessions are urged to forward their statistical 
reports to the clerk at as early a day as possible. 

Presbytery adjourned with prayer to meet at Miller's Run the lasl 
Tuesday of September, 1872, at 2 o'clock P. M. 

R. J. George, Clerk. 



I 



Kansas Presbytery. — This court met pursuant to adjournment at 
Winchester, March 12th at 7, P. M. The opening sermon — a very 
interesting discourse — was preached by Rev. W. W. McMillan. Four 
ministerial members and four ruling elders were present. Rev. D. 
McKee was chosen moderator, and Rev. J. Dodds clerk for the ensa- 
ing six months. 

Rev, J. Dodds, chairman of a commission appointed by this Presby- 
tery to carry out certain decisions of Illinois Presbytery, rendered prior 
to the organization of Kansas Presbytery, relative to a division of 
Oiathe and Pleasant Ridge congregation, reported that said commis- 
flion organized the Pleasant Ridge branch of the Oiathe and Pleasant 
Ridge congregation into a separate congregation by the election and in- 
stallation of three elders and two deacons. These officers having all 
been previously ordained, no ordination was required. And the 
commission also, as per appointment, assisted in election, ordination 
and installation of additional officers in Oiathe congregation. Rev. 
W. W. McMillan is continued pastor of both congregations. 

Rev. J. Dodds, chairman of a commission to organize a congregation 
and moderate in a call at North Cedar, Jackson county, reported that 
said commission organized a congregation of 65 members at the above 
place, by the election, ordination and installation of three elders and 
three deacons, and a call was moderated which resulted in the unani- 
mous choice of Rev. J. S. T. Milligan. This call was sustained by 
Presbytery as a regular gospel call, and presented to the candidate, and 
was by him accepted, and arrangements were made for his installation. 
Rev. J. S. T. Milligan, chairman of a commission appointed to or- 
ganize a congregation at Republican City, Clay county, Kansas, re- 
ported that said commission organized a congregation of 3:2 members 
at the aforesaid place, by the election, ordination and installation of 
three elders and two deacons. 

Rev. D. McKee, chairman of a commission previously appointed, 
reporyill^t he had organized a congregation by the election, ordi- 
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nation and installation of two elders and two deacons, at Fremont, and 
Wahoo, Nebraska, and had moderated in a call which resulted in the 
unanimous choice of Mr. P. P. Boyd. This call was sustained as a 
regular gospel call. 

Rev. J. S. T. Milligan was appointed to dispense the sacrament of 
the supper at Fremont at the convenience of the parties. 

Sessions were directed to present their sessional records at next meet- 
ing of Presbytery for examination. 

Revs. Dodds and Milligan, and D. Faris, ruling elder, were appoint- 
ed an interim committee of supplies. 

The next meeting of Presbytery was appointed at North Cedar, Oc- 
tober 8th, 10 A. M. The business of Presbytery occupied one and 
a half days, and was conducted in a spirit of harmony, unanimity and 
brotherly love. Josiah Dodds, Clerk of Pres. 
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A CALL has been moderated in Princeton congregation, Illinois Pres- 
bytery, in favor of D. C. Martin. 

Mr. p. p. Boyd has accepted the call made out for him by Cedar- 
ville congregation. 

We are requested to say that the proceeds of the sale of the pamph- 
let, entitled " The R. P. Platform," &c., go for the benefit of the 
surviving family of the author, Rev. J. S. Buck. 

•Congregations that have not as yet taken up a collection for the 
Literary Fund are reminded that the demands upon it far exceed the 
amount on hand. W. Brown, Philadelphia, Pa., 1635 Locust street, 
is the treasurer, to whom without delay collections should be forwarded. 

The third Sabbath of May has been appointed by at least five con- 
gregations under the care of the Pittsburgh Presbytery as the day for 
the observance of the sacrament of the supper. In two of these, 
Clarksburg and Monongahela, in all probability, covenanting will 
be attended to. 

TuE congregation of Garrison, under the pastoral charge of Rev. 
I. P. Robb, engaged in covenanting and communion, April 7th, witli 
great unanimity and cordiality. 

As this is the sixth occasion of covenanting at which I have been 
present, besides that of Synod, I trust I discovered in it, as in all the 
others, some manifest evidence of the Spirit's presence. In every 
instance, any clouds that seemed to rise were dissipated, doubts were 
removed, and all barriers taken out of the way, so that with singular 
unanimity all the congregations have ^one forward in the solemn act. 
All fears from pastors' minds have been disappointed and their highest 
bpes realized. The anxiety, the absorbing interest, aj^Lihe deep 
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consciousness of the solemnity that have been traced upon so many, 
countenances have indicated that the Spirit of God was present. When 
the Synod went forward with such marked cordiality and oneness if 
heart it seemed to strike the key note of gladness, that, as upon a well* 
tuned instrument, has reverberated all over the church, until it m&y 
safely be said, ''All Judah rejoiced at the oath." 

The congregation of Garrison is in a healthy condition. And the 
earnest and devoted labors of bro. Robb for this one year have left 
their marked impress. My earnest prayer for him and his flock is that 
they may prosper and be in health, and that that street of our New 
Testament Jerusalem, may be long free from complaint. 

H. H. G. 

Cincinnati, April 16th, 1872. 

AcooRDiNa to notice given in the last number of the Magazine, I 
state what arrangements have been made for receiving, the members of 
Synod, the mode of reaching York, kei Those who come from the 
west will require to be in Buffalo in time to take tbc 7.30 A. M. train 
on Wednesday, May 29th. They will take the Erie road and stop at 
Caledonia, reaching there about 10 o'clock. Those who come from 
the east can leave New York city by the night express, Erie R. R., oft 
Tuesday, May 28th, at 7 P. RI., or whatever train from their own 
neighborhood connects with this. I say the N. Y. & Erie R. R. be- 
cause they have promised me to issue return tickets at one-third the 
usual fare, between whatever points the members may travel on their 
road. They do not give half passes or free return tickets this year, 

The New York Central will make no reductions. Conveyances will 
be in waiting at Avon and Caledonia on Wednesday morning above 
named to carry the members directly to the church in York. Those 
who reach these places on Tuesday will find very good hotels at both 
of them, where they can make themselves comfortable until the arrival 
of the conveyances the next morning. At Avon the hotel is at the 
depot ; at Caledonia, within a few steps. 

The committee of arrangements in York will send cards within a 
few days to each expected member of Synod, in which card they will 
find the name of the person whose guest they will be during the ses- 
sions of Synod. 

If any thing in the above notice is not fully understood by any of 
those concerned, they can obtain all necessary information in the mat- 
ter by writing to the undersigned. The members of Rochester Pres- 
bytery will remember they are to leave Rochester at 4 P. M., Tuesday, 
May 28th, for Avon, where I expect to meet them. S. Bowden. 



Elizabeth Temple died at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. Joseph 
Hanna, urfMem congregation, January 9th, 1872, aged 73 years, 11 months 
^d 18 ^VkS^® S^^® satisfactory evidence that she died in the Lord. 
"^ f^^Hp Com. 
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Died, at Topsham, Yt., Deo. 31, 1871, Alexander Shields, aged 89. 
Deceased was a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland. 
He came to Vermont in the year 1827, and settled in the bounds of the congre- 
ation of Oraftsbury. He was for a long time a ruling elder in that congre«j;a- 
tion, and was a member of the Synod of ,1833^ and active in his efforts to up- 
hold the standard In those troublous times. The last years of his life were 
spent with hisjlaughter in Topsham. E.. S. 



Libbie Logan died Nov. 13, 1871, in her sixteenth year. Her disease 
t^as consumption. She died in faith. She exhorted her father, mother and 
!>rothers to meet her in the kingdom of heaven. She valued the Bible, and 
vas a diligent student in it, in connection with the standards of the church, 
lesiscning, as she intimated, to take her place at the Lord's table the first op- 
portunity she should enjoy. She gave wise and very appropriatje advice to her 
Drothers.^ To the elder ones she said : ^^Study your Bibles, and avoid the com- 
pany of the ungodly." To the younger ones: ^^Study your psalms and ques- 
tions and obey your parents." pibd'gave her brother Robert her Bible, and to 
her sorrowing mother she said v '^Mother do not fret, I will soon be home with 
my Saviour, the Lord Christ" To which her mother replied : " Say with Mi- 
riam, the heathen convert, ' To God be the glory.'" She kissed us all and bade 
us farewell, adding, " Farewell, schoolmates." She then passed away as in a 
calm sleep, without a struggle. Though her affliction lasted for over eight 
months, she was never known to murmur, but expressed resignation to the will 
of God. Thus this lovely flower was transplanted from this cold world to the 
heavenly paradise. Com. 

Died, Dec. 27, 1871, of diphtheria, Martha J. Miller, aged nine years 
&nd nine months. Also of the same disease, Jan. 2, 1872, John W. Miller, 
iged two years and seven months ; children of Hugh Q. and Martha J. Miller, 
of Pine Creek congregation. 

It has pleased God that these parents should drink deeply of the waters of 
Harah. In our December number we recorded the death of other three of 
tbeir children by the same disease. Thus within the space of four months a 
&nily of seven children has been reduced to three. *' The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away," is the reflection that at such a time brings a feeling 
of resignation to the troubled heart, and opens the lips to say, *' blessed be the 
name of the Lord." Christian parents, your loved ones have been gathered 
kome before you. To them the voyage is at end. God gave you children ; 
you prized the gift, and yet you know that they were only lent to you for a 
time. It is something ; it is a great thing to be the instrument of bringing 
UBoiortal beings into the world and of preparing them for the service of 
Christ on earth, and for enjoying his presence in heaven. We know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
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called according jAiis purpose. T. S. 

Died, in Allegheny, Dec. 16, 1871, Mrs. Mary Casket, in the 70th 
year of her age. \ 

Th€ deceased was the relict of the late William Caskey, who died Jan. 23, 
1868. She and her husband were members of the B. P. congregation of 
Pittsburgh, when under the pastorate of Dr. Black. Ihey ^en^^yHji ^^^^ ^ 
their profession at the time of the division in 1833, and contuflBifiiabeTa 
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under Rev. Tho^. Spronll. She was the youDgest sister of the late Williaa 
Hazlett, ruling elder in Central congregation, Allegheny. 

When it is said that she was a lovely Christian woman, the truth and nofli- 
ing but the truth is told. The evidence of her piety was most satisfactory. la 
her sphere of life she' exemplified and adorned her profession. Her disean'^ 
was pulmonary, which issuing in a hemorrhage, snatched her away almosl 
instantly, in the presence of her two daughters, with whom she lived. For* 
length of time her strength had greatly failed ; still, so long as she was able, 
she attended the ordinances, showing that she loved the habitation of the Lordi 
house. She joined in the communion of the Lord's supper in the central 
congregation, of which she was a member, and expressed to the writer and 
others her enjoyment in the services of that solemnity. " Mary sat at Jesasl 
feet and heard his word.'' ^^ She hath chosen that good part which shall not J 
be taken away from her." T. S. 

Died, at Cedar Lake, Nov. 30th, 1871, Mrs. Maggie A. Frfnch, wifc 
of E. J. French, in the 27th year of her age. Her death was sudden and veij 
unexpected. We had little thought we were so sooa to be deprived of the so- 
cial and religious intercourse of one we had learned -to love so much. Her deatk 
is lamented by all who knew her. To become acquainted with her was to lova 
her. In her death we have over again the exhortation, *'Be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh." Maggie was more 
than ordinarily faithful and tender in all the relations of life in which she 
acted, as daughter, wife, mother, and professed follower of Christ. She had 
recently given herself to Ood in our public covenant and set her signature to 
it. With her it was not a mere form, but her heart was in the work. 

Though there were circumstances in connection with her death that were 
lamentable, though the great enemy was permitted to harrass and to tempt her, 
yet he was foiled in his attempt to destroy her, and, through faith in Christ, 
he was driven from the field a conquered foe. 

She has left a husband and two precious little children to mourn their loss. 
Let them be comforted that she whom they so much loved is not dead but 
sleepeth, and while they mourn she rejoices, and while they are filled with 
sadness she is drinking a full cup of consolation. Let them ao live that the; 
may enjoy a happy reunion in the other and better world. CoM. 






gregation, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and remained a consultative 
member of session until the time of his death. 



Died, at his residence near McKeesport, Oct. 20, 1871, of pueumonia Mr. 
Isaiah J. MoConnell, in the 64th year of his age. 

Deceased was born in the Dissenting Church, and remained in connection 
with that body until its union with the Associate Church. He afterward en- 
tered into the union which formed the U. P. Church, where he held the office 
of ruling elder. In September, 1866, he united with the Monongahela con- 

ained 

Mr. McConnell was an intelligent, active member of the^urch. Re un- 
derstood well the Scriptures of truth, and his greatest delight was to be sur- 
rounded by a class of young persons, and to instruct them in the principles of 
true religion. When not actively engaged in teaching in the Sabbath school, 
he would collect the youth of his leighborhood into his own house for the pur^ 
pose of religious instruction. 

He dcMOfed in peace, firmly believing that the Saviour, whose truth he de- 
Ilgbted tomMifh, was able to give him a glorious resurrection. 
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The following resolutioDs with reference to his death were adopted hj the 
leasion : 

Resolved^ 1. That in the death of our brother we have lost a judicious and 
wise counsellor, an earnest Christian worker and co-laborer, a true friend of the 
oauae of Christ, and a brother beloved. ' 

Resolved^ 2. That our sympathies are with the friends and relations of our 
deceased brother, particularly with his daughter, his only surviving child. 
We feel, however, that their loss is his unspeakable gain. 

T. C. Sproull, Mod, W. Finney, Clerk, 



Died, near New Galilee, Pa., on December 27th, 1871, Mr. James 

HoG-sORGS, in the 75th year of his age. Ue was living on the estate where 

he died when '* Little Beaver" was a missionary station, visited once or twice 

in the year by the early pioneers of the church, and under his eye the station 

jprew into a congregation. He was extensively known throughout the church, 

: and wherever known, was highly esteemed for his faithfulness to principle 

^tnd his great intelligence. 

Being endowed by nature with rare mental faculties, language and logic of 
the first order, and a memory that retained almost all that it received, and 
having in his boyhood treasured up a rich store of knowledge, he was, indeed, 
jsn instructive companion, a valuable member of the congregation, and in 
debates an antagonist which few men dared to meet. Loving the principles 
ihe had early espoused, and being qualified to maintain them, he was really a 
[defender of the faith. His power of expression, clearness of thought and 
[letentive memory never failed him. The writer of this enjoyed a long con- 
versation with him about eight days before his death, and his mind exhibited 
[its wonted brilliancy. He talked of the days of Robert Gibson, his former 
»r, and referred to his sermons and arguments as though delivered only a 
few days before. 

His death was sudden, although not unanticipated. He had for months 

[■offered much from kidney disease. On the morning of December 25ch he 

going about as usual, although somewhat depressed in spirits. He re- 

'ked to a daughter, that in two days he would no longer be with them. 

is alarmed the family; the best medical aid was called in, but it was too 

[kte. At about 4 o'clock he fell into a heavy slumber, and without awakening 

' ipt the sleep of death. We who stood by him were denied the pleasure 

[ind profit of his parting words and counsel. He did not even tell us that 

ill was well.'' Yet we know that, like Abraham, he ^^ died in a good old' 

an pld man, and full of years, and was gathered to his fathers." 

Com. 
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II Adoption of Sons. By Thomas Houston, D. D., Professor of Theology in 
the Beformed Presbyterian Seminary, Belfast, Ireland, pp 268. 

We have perused this volume, sent us by the esteemed author, with 
ip interest, and, we trust, with profit. The subject is one of absorb- 
ig importance to the children of God, treating as it does of that gra- 
mas relation by which they are brought into his family. In this book 
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the attentive and serious reader will find that relation set forth in iti 
^'natiire> spirit, privileges and effects," in a manner that cannot fail to 
instruct and edify. The whole tone of the treatise is devotional ud 
experimental. For reading in the household or in private we have met 
with nothing of late that excels it as a means of comforting in Borrowfli ||2 
supporting in trials, and stimulating to perform the duties that beloag 
to the filial relation. On the question ^' Whether adoption preq/sdes re^ 
generation or follows it," which the author says, page 35, "it is not |^ 
important to determine,*' we will give what we believe to be the SOTip- 
tural view in our next number. 

We heartily recommend this treatise to our readers. It can be had 
from Mr. John Caldwell, No. 3617 Bridge street, Phila. ; J. Wiggins, 
New York, or D. Grregg, Pittsburgh. Price 76 cts. 

The Times in which we Live, and the Ministry thbt Beqitire. Lectare it f' 
the openiug of the session of the B. P. Seminaryi Philadelphia. By David Steelt^ 
D. D. 

The two topics indicated by this title are discussed in a scholarly 
manner in this lecture. Men like those of Naphtali in David's time are 
needed, ''Who have understanding of the times to know what Israel 
ought to do.'' We would like to have seen mentioned among the want! | 
of these times faithful men who will stand firm in maintaining all 
the attainments of our covenanted testimony, now when there is a 
manifest intention to step over denominational lines, and secure ap* 
parent ecclesiastical unity at the expense of truth. 

Woman in the Bible. By Aaron Williams, D. D. Alfred Martien, 1214 Ohestnat 
street, Philadelphia ; B. S. Davis & Go., 175 Liberty street, Pittsburgh. 

This is a work manifestly of much labor and research. The author 
has in this volume brought into view and grouped together the various 
incidents connected with women in the Old Testament. We can only 
express the opinion from a hasty glance at the book that it will be 
fou:id to be a valuable assistant in reading the Scriptures, presenting in 
numerous instances the power of female influence for good or ill, in the 
aff'airs of the church and nations. 

Thouqqt Hives. By Bev. Theodore L. Culyer. B. Carter & Bro., 680 Broad- 
way, New York.; B. S. Davis & Co., 176 Liberty street, Pittsburgh. 

Our readers were entertained and, we hope benefited, from reading 
an article of this prolific writer, which we published a short time ago, 
entitled "Plaint of a Pastor's Door-bell." We tell them that they will 
find swarms of the same kind in the "Thought Hives." This quaint 
title of the eccentric author ought to attract the lover of that which is 
sweeter than honey, to these hives, and we assure them they will find 
something else than empty combs, and if in securing the sweet they feel 
a sting, they will be nothing worse, but better for it. 

Wb call the attention of our readers to the advertisement of " The 
Sabbath School Psalm and Tune Book," by Wm. H. Scott, published 
on the fourth page of the cover. The version is the old Scotch ver- 
sion without any alterations or additions. The tunes are in general 
very appropriate. The terms are as reasonable as could be asked. 
We have no hesitation in commending the bock. 
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Subscribers wishing to purchase books noticed in the Magazine, can 
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IHSTEUMENTAL MTISIO lU NEW TESTAMENT VOESHIP. 

Heb. 13 : 16. "The sacrifice of praise — that is, the fruit of our lips." 

This is a subject growing rapidly in interest to the Christian com-* 

a&UQity of erery denomination. Instruments have been long used in 

gnanj churches ; while others, equally efficient in the cause of God and 

his truth, have pursued the even tenor of their way without them. 

Aside from the use or disuse of the instruments, there is a question 

incidentally brought up — ene of the highest importance — What do we 

mean when we sing those psalms which speak of the harp, the organ, 

the trumpet, the dance, &c.? While many in our day consider the 

fsalms entirely antiquated, and prefer things without life, it is worth 

our care to inquire what is the life symbolized in these mystic expres- 

lioiiB. 9T0 assist in this inquiry, and to accomplish other purposes, it is 

propostd in the present article to show why we do not use instruments 

Sd praise, to give a brief review of two publications lately issued on 

tills subject, and to suggest what those good things are, of which in- 

l^mental music is the shadow and typical representation. 

I. The argument. Why do we not use these instruments now, as 
•ihey were used by Miriam, David, Asaph and Nehemiah? 

1. Because we iind no warrant for them ifi the New Testament It 
is freely acknowledged here, that a subject largely handled in the Old 
Testament is usually passed over in the New, it may be with less at- 
tention, or with merely a passing recognition. Now it is just this 
passing recognition of instrumental music in the worship that is wanting. 

(a) There is no example of its being used by Paul, by Peter, by 
James or John, or by the Redeemer himself, in all the details we 
We of their public and private life. Nor are there any traditional 
memorials of its use in the early centuries of the Christian churches, 
^ith all the varieties of different countries, and all the irregularities 
introduced from both Jews and pagans, our best historians are unable 
^ produce an]^ example of instrumental music during the first three 
<^ntarie8, to go no farther. We arrive at our first lessons in this kind 
of worship after the mystery of iniquity had been long working. In 
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western Europe, the introduction of organs is accredited to the 
Yitalian, in the seventh century. A late writer tells us that th 
formers mistook instrumental music for part of tho popish sytem J 
he seems to regret that they put it out with the other supersti 
The Reformers did put it out ; a fact worth remembering, 

(b) We find no incidental directions for either makirg or usin, 
struments, while we have line upon line in relation to all the 
ship and service of the gospel. There is the more need of direci 
when we reflect that those of the former dispensation are lost; 
there is not found in any part of the world, a priest, of the so; 
Aaron, to tell us their structure or material. TruCj we have 
rections how to make psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs ; b 
can get along admirably for a few chiliads yet, while we have th 
ones, and ample directions how to use them. The distinction ^ in 
respect, between the psalm-book and the org in, is broad and de 
great gulf, fixed immovably. 

(c) We have no command to either make or use, nor anything 
which to infer a command. Search has been diligently made, and 
, signally failed. There is some talk, to be sure, about the commi 
given in the Psalms themselves, as furnishing a warrant for the orL 
but usually the psalms are " put out of the synagogue," em 
before the advent of the organ, or soon after. This is enou 
spoil the logic, if other considerations were wanting; but 
are not wanting. Some who widh to introduce the instrum 
fancy that they are inferred in the Greek verb (pdXXo), — *'i— , 
ing melody" — used in Eph. 5:19; but it is unhappy for that 
ference, that the sacrifice of praise *is formally explained in 
13 : 15, " That is the fruit of the lips." We readily, joyfully, ^ 
that the verb implies more than the " talk of the lips (Prov. 14 : i 
but that is more than things without life can produce. We will o 
to this again. In the meantime, where there is neither example, v^ 
rection, nor command, it is very unsafe to proceed in the worships 
God. 1 

2. Instrumental music was never used in the ancient synagogy 
This is important in two aspects— in understanding the language, al| 
ascertaining the practice, of New Testament writers. Language! 
always modelled by the usages of the time to which it belongs. 1 
synagogue is the model of our Christian congregation. On this 
observe, 

(a) No hint is given in the Scriptures — Old or New Testament 
that instrumental music was ever used in the synagogues of the Jew 

(b) Old-fashioned Jews do not permit the organ, or any instrume 
at the present day, while they adhere to all the traditions of the i 
cients. They sing, too, as well as chant. The Jews of our counC 
are divided into two sects, as of old, though the line of demarcation: 
not the same. The new sect call themselves Reformers ; in hot 
the forms of ordinary Sabbath worship are exactly like our own, ai 
ever have been. These Reformers, like modern Christians, have d 
TRODUCED instrumental music, within the past half century ; and wij 
that^ they have any amount of innovations. This is a foil to set d 
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stoms of the ancient synagogue to better advantage. The old- 
ned Jews, like some of us, have preaching, reading, prayer, and 
g, without organ, harp, bugle, cymbal, or anything of the kind, 
uch for the traditions oi their fathers. 

Archaeologists make no mention of instruments of music among 
rniture of the ancient synagogue, which furniture they describe 
tely. A friend of mine has examined Prideaux, Jahn, Calmet, 
e, Townshend and Kitto, and finds no hint of any such instruments, 
there was singing of any kind in the ancient synagogue, has 
denied, whether for a purpose or not ; but a late writer wishes us 
lieve that he thinks they had instrumental music, but no singing!!! 
we don't believe that he thinks any such thing. The article, 
AGOGUB, in Smith's Bible Dictionary, under paragraph V., Worshipj 
s us the following : " It would hardly be an exaggeration to say 
the worship of the church was identical with that of the syna- 
le; modified (1) by the new truths, (2) by the new institution of 
c Lord's Supper, (3) by the Spiritual Charismata [gifts]. * * * 
synagogue use of psalms, on the plan of selecting those which had 
ecial fitness for special times, answered to that which appears to 
prevailed in the church of the first three centuries." This article 
itten by Dr. Plumptre, of King's College, London, an Episcopa- 
, of course, trained to a ritual, and yet he finds "psalms," "select- 
during "the first three centuries." We can afford to spare suc- 
ing ages. Still this same writer betrays his aflSnity for the organ, 
re he tells us from Vitringa, that there was in the ancient syna- 
ue " a chest for trumpets and other musical instruments used at the 
year, Sabbath, and other festivals." Now it gives a wrong 
[>re8sion of the facts, to leave the term " musical" without expla- 
iion. The impression made by reading this is that these instruments 
re used in praise. Vitringa knew better ; Dr. Plumptre ought to 
i^'e known better, and ought not to have concealed it, if he did know, 
^he* facts are these : Trumpets, horns, cornets, cymbals, and other loud- 
mding instruments, were used- in the synagogue, not for music, but 
make proclamation ; and they were needed — commanded. Num. 
:10; Ps. 81:3-5; Lev. 25:9. "Then shalt thou cause the 
inapet of the jubilee to sound, on the tenth day of the seventh 
>ntli ; in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound 
roughout all your land.'* See also Lev. 23 : 24, and Num. 29 : 1. 
iis use of the trumpet was recognized at the temple, over and above 
I service in the worship of that age. Joel 2:1, 15. To take up the 
Igle-note as it came from Zion, and carry it over all the land, required 
8t such an arrangement, and just such instruments, and just su^h 
iisiCy as Vitringa and other writers mention. This makes all plain, 
> far as the new year, the Sabbatical year, the jubilee, the new moon, 
16 set feasts, the solemn days, are concerned ; but the Sabbaths — 
hat about the trumpet on the Sabbaths ? The reply to this is fur- 
[ghed by Conrad Ik en, whose work on Antiquities of the Jews was pub- 
shed at Bremen in 1732, being thirty-six years later than Vitringa's and 
ot so diffuse. Iken tells us that at the commencement of the Sab- 
ath (Friday evening, for so the Jews still commftiv^i^ vcl \,\i^ ^\\\«Sk ^1 
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the United States as well as in other countries), they blew the trumpet 
six times. At the first blast, they dropped the plow, the spade, and all 
the implements of husbandry. At the second, they closed all offices, 
shops, and places of business. At the third, pots were removed from 
the fire, and culinary work suspended. The other three blowings were 
to designate the line between common and sacred time. This latter 
service was done at the temple by the warden going round and admon- 
ishing to cease from labor and prepare for the coming of the spouse* 
Ps. 122 : 1. That such notices were needful, at least very convenient, 
will appear on a little reflection. They began this Sabbath at sun- 
setting. Lev. 28 : 32. The evening might be cloudy ; and they had 
neither Connecticut clocks, Waltham watches, nor Ayer's almanac; 
yet with all these appliances, it is well known how very difficult it was 
a few years ago to begin the Sabbath at that period in the valley of 
the Connecticut itself. Trumpets, rams-horns, and other such instra- 
ments, are kept by the Jews in Cincinnati and in all our large cities to- 
day, and are advertised in The Israelite every year ; though they ar« 
now superseded by bur bells, clocks, watches, and the like. Under the 
article Cornet^ in Smith's Dictionary, we have the following from Rev. 
Dr. W. Marks, who gives Rosenmiiller for his authority : "The cornet, 
trumpet, {yubaly) were used in all the cities of the land, as well as at 
Jerusalem, in the feast of trumpets. Num. 29 : 1. Ps« 81 : 3 ; on the 
day of atonement, jubilee and such like." All this and more w€ 
have in other authors, but not one hint that these or any other Instru- 
ments were used in the worship, either with or without the psalms* 
Whether they had any singing in the synagogue at all affects tk€ 
present argument very little, so long as th3y had neither harp nor Q(t^ 
gan. Still it adds a little clearness when we know that they did sing< 
In addition to what has been said about selecting the psalms, we havl 
(2) the following in Jahn's* Archaeology : "Besides the reading vni 
exhortation, they (the Jews) had two doxologies, and prayers : and theij 
say that the doxologies produced, er excited in their minds the kiiigddli 
of God, or of heaven." The same author tells us that in the earljj 
church, laymen had liberty to address their brethren, the same as ii^ 
the syaagogues; as also "to sing hymns." (3) The Jews still sing i 
the synagogue — both the old and the Reformers, with this difference 
the Reformers generally sing in modern languages — German or E 
liih, the orthodox sing in Hebrew. The writer has heard both sa 
in the cities of our own land. The ancient synagogue singing con 
ed chiefly in a sort of chant which we would scarcely call singing, 
on this account probably it is that some writers do not mention it. 
never rivalled the singing of the Temple ; still the doxologies w 
and are, rendered in the grandest melody of the age. R. 



* Sometimes written Hahn^Sf but always pronounced Tahn^s. 
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ENERATIOlSr, JUSTIFIOATION AND ADOPTIOH-THEIR OBDES 

AND MUTUAL EELATION. 

:gbnbration is distinguished from justification and adoption in 
al respects. It is a work, they are acts. It is subjective, they 
)bjectiv6. It changes the moral character of the subjects of it, 
change the state and the relation of their objects. Regeneration 
) work of Christ as king, mediately by his Spirit, quickening the 
lead in trespasses and sins into spiritual life. Justification is the 
f God as judge, absolving from condemnation those who by the 

Spirit are united to Christ, and to whom his righteousness is im- 
1 ; Adoption is the act of God as Father, receiving those who are 
led into his family. 

lat regeneration is the work of Christ as Mediator, is clear from 
wn declaration : John 6 : 25. " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
•on of GT}d, and they that hear shall live." And it is through 
Spirit of life given him by the Father that he communicates spirit- 
ife to the soul. Ver. 26. "For as the Father hath life in 
elf, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." " The 
Adam was made a quickening spirit." 1 Cor. 15 : 45. '' If 
}t be in you, the Spirit is life because of righteousness." Rom. 
)• 

> confound sonship by the new birth with sonship by adoption is a 
3 mistake, and casts a shade of obscurity over other affiliated doctrines, 
jt is called " The everlasting Father." Is. 9 : 6. And the sub- 

of his gracious work are called his seed. Is. 53 : 10. '^ He shall 
is seed." The title ''everlasting Father " presents him as from 
lity, the spiritual head of his people, having secured to him by 
lant stipulation, an infinite fulness af spiritual life to be communi- 
[ to them in the very process of being born again. And the de- 
tion, '' he shall see his seed," makes sure the communication of 
life by the Holy Spirit to all his people in their respective times 
generation. They become his seed by the new birth as really as 
n's posterity become his seed by natural birth. And this spiritual 
ion to him is all-important in order to trace the parallel between 
ind the first Adam, who we are distinctly told " was the figure of 
that was to come." Rom. 5 : 14. If our natural relation to 
n, as his seed, is an element indispensable in accounting, on the 
iples of justice, for the imputation of the guilt of his sin to his 
irity, equally so must our spiritual relation to Christ, as his seed, 
ken into the account in order to show how his righteousness can 
iputed to us for eur justification. The two relations to the heads 
e two covenants, by birth and by federal representation, are just 
scessary in the one case as in the other. If the natural relation 
dam as his seed points out his posterity as those to whom the guilt 
8 sin is imputed, and their federal relation is the ground and cause 
tiat imputation, equally so does the spiritual relation to Christ as 
eed show who they are to whom his righteousness is imputed, and 

federal relation is the ground and cause of that imputation. The 
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relation by birth can no more be dispensed with in the one case tl 
in the other. And all attempts to take out of the hands of the ad 
cates of unlimited redemption the universal terms employed by 
apostle, Rom. 5 : 18, in the analogy between Adam and Christ, 
the effects of their acts respectively, or any other theory than the 
we have presented, are to us utterly unsatisfactory. Leave this 
of the parallelism out of view, and the " all men " occurring tw 
in this verse are just the same men — the whole human family. B' 
when it is taken into the account that in the first part of the verse tj 
words " all men '* mean all Adam's seed, the necessity to preserve 
analogy requires the same word in the second instance to mean 
Christ's seed. The meaning will then appear in this paraphrase of 
verse. " As by the offence of one, Adam, judgment came on all 
seed to condemnation, so by the righteousness of one. Christ, the £ 
gift came on all his seed to justification of life." 

The act of justification respects the objects of it, as made spiritual!; 
alive. In themselves they are in a state of guilt and under condem?-; 
nation. In Christ they are accounted as righteous, through his rigl 
eousness imputed to them. *' Found in him not having mine own rigl 
eousness, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteoiW-i 
ness, which is of God by faith." Phil. 3:9. It is by being in ChriflHl 
that they become possessed of his righteousness for justification. It be-; 
comes an interesting inquiry : how this inbeing in Christ is effected! 
The scriptural answer is, that it is the work of the Holy Spirit. T»; 
be in Christ, and to have Christ, or the Spirit of Christ dwelling i* 
the soul, in the style of Scripture mean the same thing. In Rom. 8: ^ 
it is declared that '' there is no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus," and it is added in the next verse as explanatory (rif 
this : " the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death." And in ver. 9-11, the same idea is 
presented in the corresponding terms. **If so be that the Spirit rf 
God dwell in you. And if Christ be in you the body is dead becaase 
of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spi^ 
it of him that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, he thit 
raised up Christ from the dead, shall quicken your mortal body by '" 
Spirit that dwelleth in you." 

We sometimes meet with the assertion that faith unites the beliettf 
to Christ ; and we have seen it stated that the believer unites himself to 
Christ by faith. The former of these includes the latter, for whatevff 
faith does, the believer does. Faith, apart from the believer, does 
nothing. It is unquestionably true, that the believer by faith receives 
Christ as his Saviour, and thus assents to, and accepts of, and inbeing 
in Christ, and in that sense may be said to consummate the union with 
him. But inbeing in Christ, without which there can be no spirit- 
ual life, must exist in the order of relation and dependence before! 
faith. There can be no faith where there is no spiritual life, and there 
can be no spiritual life apart from the Holy Spirit. '' It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth." John 6 : 63. It is by the Spirit of Christ entering 
into the soul that it becomes possessed of that life which is the principle 
of faith and of all the saving graces* And this is clearly the teaching o* 
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the word of God. " By on^ Spirit we are all baptized into one body." 
1 Cor. 12 : 13. "Baptized** here is put for regenerated, the sign for 
that which is signified, and the meaning is, " By one Spirit we are all 
regenerated, or quickened, by being put into the possession of the same 
life, and thus constituted one body — the body of Christ.** And the 
oneness that is the result of this union is expressed by the oneness of 
the Spirit. 1 Cor. 6 : 17, " He that is joined to the Lord is one 
ipirit." 

Faith is the evidence, as it is the fruit, of the new birth. Gal. 5 : 22, 
**The fruit of the spirit is faith." "Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is born of God." 1 John 5:1. They only 
who are born of God have that faith that receives Christ. The " new 
creature** is formed not out of. but in Christ. " If any man be in 
'Christ, he is a new creature,** 2 Cor. 5 : 17. The converse of this is 
also true : If any man be a new creature, he is in Christ. " We are 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.'* Eph, 2 : 10. 
And this is the teaching of the Shorter Catechism. " The Spirit 
«pplieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith 
in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.** "Ef- 
fectaal calling is the work of God's Spirit.** The Spirit unites us to 
Christ in our regeneration or effectual callirjg. How? Not by the 
acting of faith, for that belongs to the believer. It would be a sole- 
cism in language to say that the Spirit unites us to Christ by our own 
act. Not by the principle of faith, for that, apart from its exercise, 
can effect nothing. The power to act merely without its exercise, is 
nugatory. "The Spirit unites us to Christ by working faith in us.'* 
By entering into our souls as the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, he 
makes us one with Christ. He works faith in us, gives us the power to 
believe, and enables us to exercise that power in receiving Christ as 
'^made of God to us, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp- 
tion." 

Adoption follows justification in the order of relation and dependence. 
The objects of this act of God*8 free grace are not only the seed of 
Christ, who are born of the Spirit, but they are delivered from con- 
demnation, and have a right to everlasting life. They are to be brought 
into the family of God, and to obtain as heirs the inheritance to which 
they have a legal right in justification. The legal barrier being taken 
away by their deliverance from condemnation, the infinite love of the 
I'ather goes forth to them, and raises them to the dignity of a heavenly 
^onship. "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
Upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.** 1 John 3:1. To 
this honor they were appointed in his eternal purpose. " Having pre- 
destinated us to adoption by Jesus Christ to himself.** Eph. 1 : 5. 
And iu the constitution of this relation, faith performs a part. " As 
many as received him, to them he gave power to become the sons of 
God." John 1 : 12. Faith receives Christ for adoption. He has re- 
ceived the Spirit as the Spirit of filial obedience and love from the 
Father. And he gives him in the same character to his people. "Ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father." 
Soin. 8 : 16. " God hath sent forth the Spirit o5 \Aa ^wvyc^X*^ -^^xsx 
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hearts, crying Abba, Father." Gal. 4:6. . And thus we have his t 
timony concurring with our own, to our sonship. The Spirit iti 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of Go 
Rom. 8 : 16. 

We subjoin an extract from Mastrich's Theology : 
*' Those who are to be adopted are men, by nature the children 
wrath," Eph. 2 : 3, but nevertheless elected and loved from eterni 
Eph. 1 : 5 ; 1 John 3 : 1 — regenerated, John 1 : 13 ; 1 Pet. 2 : 2; uni 
to Christ, 1 John 1 : 3, and 3:1; justified, ,to whom there is no e 
demnation, Rom. 8, 1 : 15, 16; Gal. 4 : 5. Justification is neither a } 
nor an effect of adoption ; for we are no where said to become just 
to be justified by adoption ; nor is it proper that one not yet reco&ci 
to God, and still an enemy, should be received by him as a son. '. 
although the privilege of adoption is connected with faith, Joho 
12, ^ As many as received him, to them gave he power to bec< 
the sons of God/ yet that connection is not to be viewed as 
close, but that justification intervenes, if not in the order of time, i 
in the order of nature ; so that adoption adds to justification s< 
eminent degree of dignity." 



OHUROH OOLLEOTIOiri 

How to manage wisely and successfully the financial affairs of 
church, is a problem that asks for solution. Perhaps the folio? 
suggestions may help to solve it : 

Our present system requires collections, first, for one cause. 
Church Extension ; then, after the lapse of two months, for anot 
viz.. Board of Education ; then, in another month, for the Theolog 
Seminary, and so on for at least twelve different objects in the coi 
of the year. These collections are to bo remitted to eight di 
ent treasurers, residing in six different cities. Every congn 
tional treasurer must keep a list of the names, offices and post o 
addresses of these several treasurers, and be careful lest he send his 
mittances to the wrong person or place. This system is defectivt 
unbusiness-like. 

First. Some of the treasuries are over-filled at an early perioc 
the year, and the surplus funds lie idle until a later period, while s 
are bankrupt all the time, and crying for aid, or else the causes t 
support languish and die off. 

Second. Giving is done to meet a call or emergency, and not i 
reverent act of worship and grateful acknowledgment of God*s goodu 

Third. The weather interferes with the collections, and serioi 
deranges them. 

Fourth. It is highly inprobable that just discrimination will ah 
be used ; the smaller collections are often larger in proportion t 
the more important ones. 

Fifth. The supply is fitful, irregular and uncertain. 

Sixth, The present system promotes loose and extravagant 
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mates and appropriations by Synod. The friends and promoters of a 
scheme are urgent and enthusiastic, and cooler heads and colder hearts 
say to themselves, 1*11 vote for the appropriation if it is unreasonably 
large, for they won't get it any way. , 

Can these defects be remedied V Is there a better way ? Let me 
suggest the following : 

Let the appropriations be made as usual, by Synod, but with the 
intention and expectation that ey«ry dollar shall be raised ; then let 
there be one person designated as Synod's treasurer, to whom all the 
. collections shall be sent. 

Let all the appropriations be summed up, and the total amount that 
. the church undertakes to raise be set down at the start ; and let each 
y congregation take up its proportion monthly or semi-monthly, and re- 
mit the amount at once to the treasurer above named, who shall, on or 
before the fifteenth of every month, distribute to the various Boards, 
, in the ratios of the synodical appropriations, the whole amount received 
during the preceding month. 

This plan is better, because it is simple. There is but one fund ; the 
collections are stated and regular ; the variations will compensate each 
other in each particular congregation and over the whole church. 
Each board will get just what Synod judges it should have, and ^t the 
right time. Once a month all will get their share. The collections 
will not be half as likely to be neglected or forgotten, especially in va- 
cant congregations. It puts the whole work of the church before the 
people on the right basis, each scheme being a legitimate outgrowth of 
I the church's duty^or else unwarranted. It will control the esiimates, 
and inevitably cast out unworthy claims and reduce the extravagant 
^ demands that are sometimes made from mere heedlessness. It will re- 
duce the machi^iery ; now we have monthly or semi-monthly appeals 
for distinct objects, that actually seem in rivalry with each other. It 
will simplify the acknowledgments. Instead of having the remittances 
acknowledged by eight persons at uncertain times or not at all, we would 
have a monthly account from one treasurer, easy to examine and easy 
to check. 

The collections might be safely made less frequently than I have in- 
dicated, so as to leave space for special and local causes. 

J. M'Crackbn. 



" SINGULAR OONSOIENTIOUSNESS." 

Undbr the above heading we find the following in the Presbyterian 
Banner of May 1st : 

The secular journals, a few days since, contained among their news items 
of occurrences in the city of New York, the following : 

'f A member of the Eeformed Presbyterian Church, who was summoned as 
a petit juror, asked to be excused on the ground that it was against the doc- 
trine of his church to co-operate with the government, as it does not ac- 
knowledge God as the author of national existence. Judge Blatohford excus- 
ed the juror." 
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The church which declares it a sin to oo-operate with the goverament in 
protect! Qg its citizens in the enjoyment of their rights of person and propeity, 
should, for the sake of consistency, pronounce it equally a sin to claim the aid 
of the strong arm of the law. The man whose conscience will not allow Mb 
to serve as a juror should not become a prosecutor either in a eivil or crim- 
inal court. It would be not only inconsistent but unmanly to ask for tssurt^ 
ance which he conscientiously refuses to render. And yet, if we have not 
been grossly misinformed, the members of the Reformed Presbyterian Ohoroh 
have often acted the part of plaintiff or prosecutor in our courts. 

The apostle Paul appears to have adopted a different theory. He seems to 
have had no conscientious scruple about claiming his rights as a Roman citizen 
(Acts 16 : 37, and 22 : 25), and even appealed for protection to the imperial 
court (Acts 2,5 : 11). Yet certainly the Roman government of his time was 
open to the charge brought by the New York juror against our own. Relig- 
ion, instead of releasing a man from secular and civil obligations, shoiild 
qualify him for their more faithful and efficient discharge. 

The first sentence following the extract given from the secular paper 
contains a statement that it is hard to reconcile with candor. We ask 
where and when did the Reformed Presbyterian Church " declare it a 
sin to CO operate with the government in protecting its citizens in the 
enjoyment of their rights of person and property ?" The text taken 
from the secular paper, gives no ground for the assertion, but presents 
the true reason why the juror asked to be excused from serving, the 
fact that " the government does not acknowledge God as the author of 
national existence." Why did not the editor of the Banner leave his 
readers to draw their own inferences from the fait as plainly stated 
in the extract? Or if he was disposed to try his nand at argument- 
ation, why not meet the true issue, and not set up a man of straw that 
he might evince his prowess in knocking it down ? 

We aflSrm that the statement to which we have referred is utterly 
baseless ; and we are constrained to add, that it is unkind. In so far 
as it is believed, it will produce the conviction that Reformed Presby- 
terians are opposed to the protection of the rights of person and prop- 
erty by law ; a conviction that does them gross injustice. 

With regard to our consistency in refusing to be jurors, and yet be 
parties in causes tried by juries, it is useless to attempt a vindication 
until- we get the editor right as it respects our position. We will 
present a- strong case, however, in form of a supposition, and leave 
him to try bis dialectical skill in drawing an inference a fortiori 
Suppose he was robbed of a sum of money, and believed that he could 
detect the robber and recover his money by applying to a Roman Catho- 
lic priest and avail himself of the power of the confessional, would his 
conscience, or consistency as a Protestant, be damaged by doing so ? 
If not, then it is easy to clear up our consistency in applying to a tri- 
bunal for ledress, that we believe is a proper que and one in which we 
would readily take a part, were it not for the oath required in order to 
get there. Were a similar oath required before we could become 
parties to a suit before a jury, we would then decline and bear the loss. 
And we believe had a similar oath been required of Paul by the Roman 
government in order to obtain his rights, he would have refused, and 
taicD the co23sequenceg. T. S. 
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POWEE OP THE DIVINE VOSD. 

The commandment, the statutes, the word of the Lord, has a mighty 
power over men. It has power over the intellect. It touches all its 
mystic springs, infusing new life. It gives man power to wrestle with 
all giant things. The change wrought at conversion does not make a 
peasant a philosopher, nor a fool a wise man ; but it opens up new 
'wonders to newly-awakened and more sensitive faculties. The con- 
verted man sees with new eyes, and hears with new ears. He is like 
one brought up among the mountains, viewing his fellow men in small, 
detached, isolated parties, never seeing the world of men in mass. He 
leaves his native fastnesses, and goes to the busy city. He wonders, 
admires, learns, and goes back a wiser man 

After conversion all things appear new. The word of the Lord is. 
new. The language may be familiar; but nej/v suggestions of divine 
wisdom, new motives for human action, are seen, where before all was 
commmon-place and weak. Light is poured around the new man, like 
one suddenly awaked from sleep. He wonders he had lived so long 
and knew so little. His intellect is taxed with new tasks, and finds 
his ability growing with his desire. He has the companionship of an- 
gels; and entering the new path, delights to trace the footsteps of the 
great and good, who have gone before. Like one in a gallery of por- 
traits, he walks along, while the solemn faces of past generations watch 
his progress. Or, like the soldiers of Napoleon in Egjpt, forty cen- 
turies look down upon him. Those books which have best survived 
the chances and changes of time, are those which are founded on the 
Bible. An illiterate man writes his sleeping and waking dream, 
weaving into the progress of the Christian, as seen through the glass 
of Allegory, beautiful figures and cheering promises, drawn from the 
living world ; and it travels unharmed down the stream of time, sur- 
viving the wrecks of empires even, and defying the vicissitudes of ages. 
The Bible is thought-inspiring and suggestive. In this respect, it 
contrasts with the best of human works. Whenever its divine pages 
are opened, divine truth shines forth in some new light. And it is a 
light that warms, as well as illuminates. Not like the cold philosophies 
of infidelity, whose glimmering glare pierces not through the mists of 
our beclouded natures, this disMpates the clouds and warms the heart. 

The word of the Lord has great power over the affections. When 
once it enters the heart, it will show itself in the glow of the eye, in 
purity of thought, kindliness of word, and uprightness of life. It 
purifies and elevates the affections, drawing them out in love to man, 
and upward, in love to God. It loosens not our earthly loves, but 
makes them grasp still closer the welfare of our fellow men. There are 
many fine emotions in the natural heart ; but they are but faint images 
of the perfect reality. They are but wrecks floating for six thousand 
years, hither and thither, on the ocean of time. They are but frag- 
ments of glorious pictures, from a shattered temple. But the Holy 
Ghost gathers these floating wrecks, and constructs an altar to God^ 
carefulij cements the tattered shreds, and mates t\iem ^^i\\i vcwX.^ ^ 
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beautiful picture, reflecting the goodness of God. Mere good-will 
becomes love. Charity, showing itself in occasional moral acts, becomis 
a living principle, inspired by God's love, and going about doing gooi 
It stops no longer at the doors where a warm welcome awaits, as before; 
but energetically it seeks the poor and suffering, where abuse and cob 
tumely wait at the gate. 

The power of the word reaches to the life. There is no greater 
evidence of the divinity of the Bible than is shown in its eflFects oa» 
man's life. It still lives, and guides, and directs, and inspires, in all 
the worldly wisdom, and above all the worldly maxims, which man \m 
shaped his course by. The converted man, though living in the saat 
world, is no longer the same to the world, nor is the world the same to 
him. New motives incite him ; new affections draw him ; and new 
objects induce him. The violent persecutor becomes the humble dis^ 
ciple and the eminent apostle. Mary Magdalene and other Marys 
/ become weeping penitents. The power of this word goes through life, 
and reaches to the shades of death ; yes, even beyond death. As mj 
child sickens and dies, where is the charm of philosophy, the indiffer- 
ence of infidelity, which erewhile entranced me? Not even human 
sympathy, with its affectionate, beautiful ministries, can soothe now. 
Nature has not a word. Love speaks only in sobs. But when I open 
the Bible, God lifts the cloud, and on its silver lining I read, "Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord," and I am comforted. He takes 
me by the hand, and I can look on the face of my dead without sor- 
rowing ; for he whispers softly in my ear, '• He doeth all things well." 
This word not only reconciles us to the death of our friends, but ena- 
bles to meet it ourselves without tear. We shrink back, we recoil as 
we approach its chilling gloom ; but when we fall back on the arms of 
our Saviour God, and know that he laid his head there, our bondage 
of fear is broken, and we are jubilant in our freedom. — Rev. Dr. JE, 
H, Beadle. 



OALVIN AND OEUEOE MUSIO. 

" Was Calvin destitute of musical sensibility ?" is a question on 
which the lovers of church music in England are engaged in a lively 
debate. Until recently no one has had the hardihood to dispute the 
statement made by Hullah in his history, and repealed in almost every 
recent lecture on sacred music, that '' Calvin, unlike Luther, seems 
never to have recognized music as a means of religious expression, j 
scarcely even to have appreciated it as an aid to devotion ; and the \ 
music of his followers has suffered accordingly." But the Euing i 
Lecturer at the Andersonian University has recently written a letter 
to an English musical journal, in which he claims that Calvin labored 
harder, even, than Luther himself to introduce church music, not 
only into France but also ia England. 

In 1538-40, Calvin, Miles Coverdale and the Wedderburns met in 
exile in Saxony, and sat at the feet of Luther. The German singing 
oi praise surprised and delighted them all, and Calvin immediately 
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Bet to work to do for his own people what Luther had doike for the 
German-speaking people. He first put into French meter the twenty- 
fifth and forty-sixth Psalms, and got them set to music at Strasbourg ; 
these he took to his congregation on his return to Geneva. They 
became so popular that he then engaged Clement Marot to render all 
the Psalms into French rerse, but the poet died after completing fifty- 
one. Calvin then applied to Beza, who finished the work. Luther 
had only rendered sixteen into German verse. Luther also set his 
Psalms to popular German ballad tunes, but Calvin employed Guille- 
lume Franc, of Strasbourg, to compose music, which he considered 
more appropriate for the words. The first Euglish psalter was 
printed at Geneva in 1656, and bears on the title page Calvin's name 
and express sanction. 



MISSIONARY. 



EESUME OF MISSIOITARY OPERATIOITS IN TUBKET. 

The following account of the results of missionary effort in Turkey was 
sent to Dr. Matheny, and by liim forwarded to the Chairman of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. To our subscribers it will prove interesting reading. 

Eds. R. p. & C. 

In the early part of the year 1870, under the auspices and at the 
expense of His Imperial Majesty, the Sultan, the undersigned as the 
head of the Protestant Community in Turkey, set out upon a tour of 
observation, concerning the condition of Protestants, throughout the 
empire, which was not completed until the 10th of June, 1871, and in 
the following brief sketch he now wishes to lay before the friends of 
evangelical religion in Turkey a few observations noted and facts col- 
lected upon this journey. 

Let it be borne in mind, that in the year 1818 the first Protestant 
Mission in this country was established by the English Church Mission 
Society. Unfortunately, however, at the outbreak of the Greek revo- 
lution the missionaries were obliged to leave the country and did not 
return until the year 1858. In the meantime the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions had commenced a mission among 
the Greeks, but finding the Armenian people more ready to welcome 
them, they turned their attention to them. They soon succeeded 
among that people so far as to draw upon them the serious attention 
of the Armenian patriarch| who instituted persecutions against those 
of his people who frequented the preaching of the missionaries. By 
the benevolent intercession, however, of the British Embassy, with the 
co-operation of the Prussian Legation, an imperial firman, or charter, 
was obtained, which set them free from the jurisdiction of the patri- 
archs, at the same time recognizing those who chose to adopt the 
Protestant faith as a distinct body, having the x\^\t to Q\^m\^^\x^- 
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tection equally with any other sect in the country. Thus in 1848 the 
Protestant Community came into existence with, however, only a tem- 
porary organization. 

The present number of registered Protestants is 23,000 souls, com- 
posed of almost every nationality in the empire, but mostly of the 
Armenians connected with the mission of the American Board, and liv- 
ing chiefly within the boundaries of the river Tagus on the east, Alep- 
po on the south, and line drawn from Tarsus to the Black Sea on the 
west, with the province of Bythinia, the city of Constantinople and 
Smyrna and its vicinity. This territory is divided by the missionaries 
into thirteen different stations, each being generally occupied by three 
ordained missionaries, who have the management of missionary affairs 
within their district. In these districts are about 150 out-stations, oc- 
cupied by native preachers and evangelists. Palestine is occupied by 
English missionaries. They have also missions in other places where 
Jews are found in large numbers, such as Constantinople, Smyrna, 
Salonica, ic. Syria is mostly occupied by the American Presby- 
terian Board, to whom the mission has been transferred by the Ameri- 
can Board during the past year. There are Irish and American Pres- 
byterian missionaries in Damascus and its vicinity ; also an American 
Reformed Presbyterian mission in Latakiyeh and Aleppo. The Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of America has a mission among the Bulgarians 
of Danubian Bulgaria. Their missionaries reside in Constantinople 
and Rutchuk. 

A Scotch mission of the Free Church and one of the Established 
Church of Scotland labor for the Jews in Constantinople, Smyrna and 
Salonica. Another mission is at Nazaretih, supported by the Edinburgh 
Medical Mission Society. Besides these, the Lord Bishop of Jerusalem 
supports a mission among the Christians of Palestine, Aintab and 
Diarbekir. There is a mission in Nabloos, Palestine, supported by a 
special association in England called the Palestine Christian Union; 
also an evangelist or Bible reader in Jerusalem. There are some schools 
in Nabloos and vicinity supported by the Society of Friends. The British 
Syrian schools are supported by an English lady (Mrs. Mott,) and her 
friends. In Beyrut, Mount Lebanon, Damascus and vicinity, they keep 
twenty schools with 1,505 pupils ; these schools are generally known by 
Miss Tomson*s name. This lady also supports 7 Bible women. A 
female seminary is also supported (in Nazareth) by the Society for Pro- 
moting Female Education in the East. 

An approximate estimate of the missionary labors for the year 1870 
may be gained from the following r>tati8tics : 

1 66 foreign missionaries with 140 native helpers. 
6,720 pupils in their educational institutions. 
300 inmates of Orphanage and House of Industry. 
3 hospitals with 200 beds. 

NUMBER OP PUBLICATIONS DURING TH« TEAR. 

30,000 school books. 

1^5,000 religious books. 

7-2,000 Bibles and parts of Holy Scripture. 
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AMOUNT OF EXFXKDITURX. 

50,298 Turkish liras by American societies. 
30,421 " '' by English societies. 
23,000 *' " by Prussian societies. 

It may not be out of place to mention the fact that while the Eng- 
lish and Americans are missionaries, the Prussians are mainly occupied 
with the establishment of educational and charitable institutions. It 
is true there are German missionaries, but they are employed by Eng- 
lish missionary societies. There is also a German colony in Amasia 
with a chaplain, who have regular preaching in the Turkish language, 
and who support a day-school for the native Protestants. 

Another fact perhaps worth mentioning is, that the Syrian field has 
enjoyed the largest share of the charitable and educational institutions 
for nearly fifty years, yet it has proved comparatively but little fruit- 
ful. On the contrary, in that part of Asia Minor described above the 
success has been greater. There are there now 19,000 registered Pro- 
testants, where labor has been bestowed only abouc twenty years. And 
out of the 6,720 pupils in the educational institutions of foreign socie- 
ties nearly 5,000 are in Syria, and of the 26 higher schools supported 
by foreign funds 13 are in Syria and Palestine. 

The reformation in this empire being purely of foreign origin inau- 
gurated by foreign missionary societies and still supported by them, 
it is unnecessary to state that the religious organizations, forms, &c., 
are similar to those of the societies themselves, although none of the 
various congregations can be said to posess an organization in full 
operation. Still that in 250 different places of the empire evangelical 
religious services are held every Sabbath in the language of the coun- 
try, is in itself an encouraging and important fact. 

The greater part of the Protestants have been converted under the 
labors of the American missionaries, and among them are found relig- 
ious organizations, which are gradually approaching working order. 
These organizations are professedly carried on entirely independently 
of the missionaries, yet it must be admitted that their action is influ- 
enced by the relations which they sustain to the missionaries ; still the 
missionaries profess to be training our people to habits of thought and 
action, which shall eventually give them not only the desire but the 
capacity and ability to control all their institutions independently of 
foreign aid or influence, although in the process of being trained to 
this worthy end, the people themselves are not always ready to appre- 
ciate every rule laid down for their guidance. Perhaps with the ad- 
vance of our community in the desired direction, and with a more per- 
fect acquaintance of the missionaries with the feelings of a people 
undergoing a mighty change of social and religious sentiment, whatever 
difference may exist will be remedied, and there will result that un- 
fettered co-operation which is essential to the advancement of Protes- 
tant principles in this empire, since there already exists a perfect 
unity of purpose among all parties. 

Among a heterogeneous population like the Christians of this em- 
pire, the jealousy of race is predominant, and shows itself most 
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bitterly in their religious treatment of each other. This with the fad 
that the Ottoman government grants national existence and political o^ 
ganizations only to religious distinctions, has strongly served to bind 
the races the more closely to their own national churches, securing to 
them the integrity of the nationality of their race. Protestantism hiS 
taken a noble stand in respect to these international jealousies. Posses- 
sing itself no national character, it has nothing to do with natibnil 
distinctions. As an advocate of principles, it comes with no foreigD or 
even native jurisdiction, and establishing no general ecclesiastical aa- 
thority, Vach race is left to the full enjoyment of whatever anticipa^ 
tions it may have in regard to its future. In this way Protestantism, 
contrary as it is to all exi.sting social order and religious organizatioui 
in this country, is less obnoxious, and from day to day pleasanter re- 
lations are becoming established between the Protestants and other 
sects, and this while the other sects are at variance with each other ii 
they always have been. 

The Protestant community itself is composed of twelve different 
races (which is not the case with the Roman Catholics), and live to- 
gether most harmoniously. 

The liberal principles of the Imperial Government are too well knoim 
to need comment, and we must not be misled if we find here and there 
some of the local governors, where our number is small, sometimes 
tempted to disregard the rights of the Protestant community. We 
have nevertheless, in general, greater cause for thankfulness than for 
complaint. We are not yet entirely free, though a new communitj, 
small in number, yet large when we remember how opposite it is to 
every existing state of social order. 

As before remarked, the Imperial Ottoman Government has gri- 
eiously granted freedom of action to the various Christian sects for the 
better management of their internal affairs as communities, and hu 
also opened direct communication between them and the Imperial 
Government for their better protection against sectarian aggression. 
By the late reconstruction of the village system, each sect is repre- 
sented in every court of justice. This important right our community 
does not yet enjoy to the extent desired, on account of their being 
scattered in many places in small numbers. The fact is, however, that 
the Protestant community, in spite of many odds against them, are 
from day to day obtaining privileges more than their age or numerical 
strength would lead us to expect, such, for example, as our having 
eighteen honorary members, and sixteen paid members, in important 
local councils (Constantinople excepted), speaks a great deal in favor 
of its members as a progressive people. 

The community has in its various schools 5,227 pupils, and in higher 
schools 380 pupils ; for the support of which, and the religious estab- 
lishments, the community spends nearly twelve per cent, of their annual 
ineoma. Still the scattered condition of our people makes even this 
amount insufficient, without foreign help. 

The Protestants, as a new community, have not all those religionSi ! 
educational and charitable establishments which are so indispensablt 
to their independent existenoe — such as houses of worship, schools, 
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lospitals, &c. ' For these they have no public provision whatever ; the 
irork of providing them, therefore, weighs heavily upon the community, 
though assisted by the missionaries ; from which, taken together with 
the injuries and disadvantages to which they are subjected, and the 
little inducement offered by the popular form of their organization to 
men of wealth and position to join the community, it will clearly be 
Been how unjust is the charge made by certain persons, that converts to 
Protestantism have become such from interested motives. The char- 
acter, however, of the institutions and teachings introduced among 
them, is such as is calculated to give a practical turn of mind to 
those adopting them, and the condition of the members of the commu- 
nity as compared with their former condition, is improving in every 
respect. 

A community of a few years* existence cannot boast of having pro- 
duced men of learning to shine in the literary world, but we can say 
this much, that our people, in proportion to their means, have ever 
been forward in effort for improvement. For example, one out of sixty 
of the adults of the community have either gone to Europe or America 
for the purpose of education, or acquiring some useful trade, at their 
own personal expense, the full benefits of which are yet to be seen. 
We have forty physicians of good reputation. In Syria we have a few 
men, such as Bistany, and Dr. Michauas, who hold the first place 
among the learned in that region of the country. 

The fact that 85 per cent, of the adults in the community can read, 
Bpeaks greatly in favor of its members. Any one acquainted with the 
social and religious ideas of the Oriental people, who will take the pains 
to compare them with the liberal institutions introduced, can readily 
imagine the state of society which must necessarily follow such a change. 
It is needless to say that the social and religious institutions introduced 
by Protestant missions are such as to require a higher degree of intel- 
ligence in the community, and a liberal education in the native leaders 
to enable the people to benefit themselves and to bet a good example 
and exert a healthy influence upon the people around them. As yet, 
the state of the people is such that they do not possess the internal 
moral and intellectual element necessary for the maintenance of the 
liberal institutions of Protestantism, independent of foreign aid. 

In conclusion I would say, that as an interested observer, passing 
through the empire and mingling with all classes of the community, that 
I have been led to think that while the Roman Catholics are given to 
external splendor, the Protestants in most places (perhaps out of con- 
tempt for external show,) have gone to the other extreme ; and while 
the external pomps of Catholicism dazzle the eyes of the people, the 
modest but solemn beauties of Protestantism are not brought out as 
they should be. We should, for example, sincerely desire to see every 
Protestant community provided with better and more commodious and 
tasteful churches, with school houses, and residence for the pastor and 
teacher— things not only necessary in themselves, but fitted to mani- 
fest to others the public interests and importance of the Protestants, 
wherever they may be found. In Constantinople, the ^ant of a hospi- 

12 
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tal for invalid native Protestants is very heavily felt. The hospi 
under the care of the noble and self-sacrificing Prussian deaconesseB 
the only institution nvhere native Protestants are admitted, and tk 
are very many whose poverty prevents them from paying even 
moderate sum required by that institution for their support, 
members of our communities throughout the empire are ready in 
poverty to contribute what they can towards supplying this want, 
it is hoped that by the benevolent co-operation of Christian friends, k^^ 
building may in time be secured which will serve the purpose of a 
pital, and supply as well the necessary ofSce of the chancery. 

I would remark further, as the result of my observations, that i 
seems to me greatly desirable that more attention should be given 
Sabbath school institutions. Two different religious denominationfl i 
the same place do not work in the most useful way. Ways and m 
should be adopted to give Protestantism a better position in the 
pire. The position of the pastors needs to be strengthened, and mi 
education to be given them. Ways and means should be employed 
interest the people more in the work of evangelization. Those nM 
have become Protestants in principle far exceed in number the regi 
tered Protestants, and those who are willing to avow themselves 
such. The indirect results of Protestantism have been greater 
healthier than what is apparent. Protestantism is less shunned i 
any other denomination, since it establishes no jurisdiction over th 
who join it. 

Although unity of education for each mission field is desirable, 
should not be at the sacrifice of leaving the field open for other than 
evangelical educators. 

I should hardly be doing justice were I to pass without noticing the 
strictly sober habits of our people. The use of strong drink is very 
seldom found, and habitual drunkenness is very rarely known. I ytu 
gratified to find everywhere a great improvement in domestic relatioM 
as compared with the condition of families before they became Protes- 
tants. 

I need not weary our friends with details to show the effects of the 
healthy influence of the various Protestant institutions, such as Sab- 
bath schools, social prayer meetings, women's meetings, and the little 
philanthropic associations coming into existence with the advance of 
Protestantism. The noble institutions and liberal organizations whidl 
have been introduced among this people are yet in their infancy*, and 
their power of elevating the individual man in his moral and intellectual 
capacities is not so apparent in the unsettled state of affairs which of 
necessity follows such a mighty social and religious revolution ; but 
they are objects of great interest and a source of great encouragement 
to every close observer of the course of affairs, even in the very confu- 
sion which is produced by them. 

HoGOP Mattbosian, 
Vekil of the Protestant OommunHy* 

CONSTAWTINOPLB, Sept. 16, 1871. 
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SYEIAN MISSION. 

Latakiyeh, March 27, 1872, 

Rev. S. 0. Wylie — Bear Brother : Our work still continues in a 
itisfactorily progressive state. There are in school at present, forty 
iris. Eighteen are boarders : seventeen Fellaheen, ranging from jBfteen 
) five years of age, and one Armenian Christian ; and twenty-two 
ay-scholars, all Greeks. Most of them^ have made very commend- 
ble progress in the acquisition of secular and religious knowledge. 
Ihe DQOuntain girls being entirely • under our own care, have made 
reater progress proportionatelv than those from town. 

The numerous feasts among the Christians are a great drawback to 
ieir advancement. There are a hundred and fifty-eight in number, of 
•re or less importance; and perhaps, about one hundred fall on 
xhool days. This added to the fact that no reading or study is done 
tcept in school hours, detracts largely from their opportunities. Their 
klse Christianity seems to warp their minds so that those who have no 
iligious ideas at all to begin with, show more capability than they. 

All the larger Fellaheen girls are now able to make their own gar- 
lents with a little guidance in putting them together. They also do 
11 the cooking and housework, and with the help of one woman, all 
le washing for twenty-nine people. Ten girls have committed to 
lemory the 51st, 103d and 12l8t Psalms, in the prose version; 
latthew 1 : 18v. to end ; Luke 15 : llv. to end ; Ephesians 4 : 25v. 
) end ; the Commandments, and a number of single verses in different 
arts of the Bible, a short catechism compiled by the American 
lissionaries in Beirut; and seven have completed Brown's Catechism,. 
nd are now learning the Assembly's Shorter Catechism. These have 
earned also the 1st and 2d chapters of Luke, and Colossians 8d. One, 
nd the Christian girl, have learned Matthew 5th and 7th, and James 
d in addition. The remaining mountain girls have learned about 
sfo-thirds of Brown's Catechism, and can answer questions on many 
f the Bible stories. Six have learned to read passably well, and the 
emainder are in different stages of progress in acquiring the art. 

We have but one Greek willing to pay for anything higher than 
eading, writing and work. She, with Fereda, the Idlibie, and Niyouf, 
ister of Miriam ladeed (deceased), have learned to cipher as tar as 
hort division, and have made some advancement in geography. 
?ereda and Niyouf are learning Arabic grammar, a thing supposed by 
Irabs to be impossible for a girh The Fellaheen girls who can read, 
kre also studying geography and arithmetic. Eight of the town 
;irls have completed Brown's Catechism, and have commenced the 
Jhorter Catechism. The rest are all learning Brown's Catechism. 
ifrs. Metheny has taught them to sing some fifteen psalms to as many 
lifferent tunes. So we can make " a loud noise" in our services, as 
kilfally as most congregations at home. 

Two girls, former pupils, are assistants, and the doctor's servant 
.oes the buying. Dispensing with servants, all the work, with cutting 
)vX most of the sewing for both boys and girls, is done in the house. 
>o yoa can see that Miss Dodds' arrival was none too eootv« 
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Success as regards converts has been only among the Fellaheen, bi 
the truth is being made known to the Greeks too, and we cannot 
hope that God has mercy in store even for them. Their hearts 
stony ground though, and God is fulfilling his word; the last are 
coming the first. They who have so long sat in darkness are coi 
to the light, and entering into the kingdom; while they who have 
the light and perverted it, are being left to sink into deeper darkm 

May God pour out his Spirit. Yours, in Jesus. 

Beocib Cbawfobd. 



□ 



Extracts from a Letter from Dr. Methbnt. 

Latakiykh, February 22d, 1872.., 
Rev. S. 0. Wyltb, D. D. — My dear Brother : I have long b 
waiting an opportunity to write to you, and have many things to 
you. We had our communion and baptisms over before Mr. Gi 
braith and wife, and Miss Dodds, came. You will not be less d 
lighted to hear than I am to tell you, that this has been the m 
prosperous year our mission has yet seen. Wheat is abundant m 
cheap, and we have been able to have a larger number of pupils thi 
we had ever hoped to see under our roof at one time, and at a less a 
pense than we could have hoped. 

Mr. Beattie and I were in our school at B'hamrai a few days a] 
where we have a school on a scale of economy hard to be excell 
With a muslin shirt and a muslin pair of pants, bare-headed and b 
footed in February weather, with bread and figs for breakfast ai 
supper, and boiled wheat and some oil or butter on it for dinner, A 
twenty little fellows had those memorable verses in the last of 
twelfth chapter of Matthew ; Rom. 1 : 18, to the end of the chapter;^ 
Luke 15, Rom. 3 : 10, Rom. 12th chapter all, 1 Cor. 8 : 9 to 12, EpI 
4 : 25, to end of chapter ; Eph. 5, from 1 to the 25th verse ; Gal. 5 
16, to end; Philippians 4 : 8, 9 ; Rev. 21:8,9, and Rev. 22:1' 
They all had learned Brown's Catechism, some of them all of A' 
Shorter Catechism, and others part of the Shorter Catechism. All kne 
the Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer. Now I estimate 
one item, though our brethren have been very liberal, that they haf 
every encouragement to keep on increasing their contributions, an' 
should present circumstances continue, a corresponding harvest will 
reported to them. This amount of knowledge is enough to save thi 
souls of all these little fellows, if blessed by the Holy Spirit. Beckia^ 
school continues most promising, eight of the pupils have joined 
church, in all there have been fourteen added to our church — one by certi 
cate this year — others desiring admittance. In the name of our com' 
mon Master and Saviour, be entreated, my dear brethren* to bring to thi 
help of the Lord against the mighty all the ofierings you can spare^ 
The way, the only way we can see of bringing back the heritage o( 
Christ — children are his heritage — from these heathenish desolationSi 
is by the means now employed. . Give what aid you can, and persuadfl 
others to do the same. Yuseph Jedid and Salim Laleh went out to! 
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idariyeh last Sabbath, and Selim exhorted the people from the text, 
'. am the way, the truth and the life." Yuseph from the text, " Do 
t steal." So you see they have begun to soir the seed among them- 
7es. These two, and Hassan Hamdan and Salim Hassan, are study- 
; theology with Mr, Beattie. Let us ha?e your prayers, prayers, 
ijera. 

We will write you a mission letter as soon as we go to the moun- 
QS again, and answer your several inquiries signed by us all. I 
got to tell you, the Covenanters at Jindariyeh are to furnish the stones, 
I ground, the work (except the chief builder), and we are to fur- 
h the joists, and door, and window, and a chief builder to make us a 
ool-room, large enough for our little congregation there to worship 
and to serve as a school-room and dwelling for a teacher. Who 
lid have been able to estimate the like of this three years ago ? 



THE JEWISH MISSION. 



[t was the Macedonian call,- "Come over and help us," which 
'Ught the Apostle Paul, the Jew of Tarsus, and his companions to 
rope to preach Christ and him crucified to Jew and Gentile; and 
i^ after eighteen centuries, another call is made : Who is willing to 
ae and help us in. bringing the glad tidings of a crucified Messiah 
the children of Israel in New York ? 

The Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews in New 
rk and elsewhere, resolved at its last stated meeting to call for an- 
ler missionary or colporteur to be engaged in missionary labor 
ong the 65,000 Jews in New York. 

The field is truly extensive, the call is pressing, and the work is of 
» highest importance. If any lover of Israel, male or female, who 
I a heartfelt love for the salvation of the seed of Abraham, should 
lire to become such a servant of Christ for that people, the society 
1 be very happy to become acquainted with him or her. 
The Lord has said, " The laborer is worthy of his hire," and the 
)8tle teaches us that they which preach the gospel, should live 

the gospel, and so, the society wish always to act in accordance 
;h the injunction of the great Master. 

A.)l information will be given by the Secretary of the Society, 
V. Abraham C. Tris, 4th avenue, 55th street, New York City, or by 

H. Haslett, Esq., Chairman of the Committee on Agency, 301 West 
irty-fiftU street, New York City. 



STEIOTUEES ON *» FAULTS TO BE COREEOTED." 

VIessrs. Editors — In the February number of your periodical un- 

the caption of '^ Faults to be Corrected," there are some statements 

de of which I had hoped to see some notice taken. But since there 

one, and lest they pass unnoticed, I feel constrained to show my 
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opinion, and wherein I diflfer from somo of them. The writer sta 
" the custom which some have of bowing the head, and praying sileDtl; 
for a few moments when they enter the pew, is a suitable outward iih 
dication of the feeling that ought to fill the soul of every worshipper." 
When the worshipper is seated, if he is rightly exercised, his ejacula- j 
tions will go up in the spirit of a true worshipper, and this done sitting 
in his usual posture will be equally effectual and appear less phw*-' 
saical than bowing. In the service of praise if individuals engagt 
mentally until they ascertain the tune raised by the precentor, anil 
then vocally, if in the right spirit, I believe it to be acceptable^ 
Piaising God, and singing music are different exercises; a distinction 
which I fear is too often lost sight of. The main matter to which I wish^ 
to draw attention, is the statement made in section 4th, viz. : That lift: 
ing a collection " is as really a part of the public worship of God as the 
preaching and praying are." Did the writer know that there are Re^ 
formed Presbyterians who do not only believe that lifting a collection ii 
no part of the public worship, but also that collecting on the Sabbath 
for any other purpose than the relief of the poor is a breach of the 
fourth commandment, and a desecration of holy Sabbath time ; and 
they are not prepared to take the ipse dixit of any man for proof that 
their view is not correct. Bare assertion does not prove anything. 
For preaching, prayer and praising God we have a "thus saith the 
Lord," but for lifting a collection on the Sabbath, for various pur- 
poses, none ; nor do I believe it can be legitimately inferred from 
the Scriptures. We are commanded to "go forth by the footstep* 
of the flock," and we profess to be the legitimate descendants of are- 
forming ancestry. W^hat say our fathers on this subject ? What say 
the Westminster divines ? In their enumeration of the sins forbidden 
in the second commandment among others are the "using and anywise 
approving any religious worship not instituted by God himself, cor- 
rupting the worship of God, adding to it or taking from it;" again 
they say in their directions for celebrating the Lord's supper, "the col- 
lection for the poor is so to be ordered, that no part of the public wor- 
ship be thereby hindered." Here they explicitly teach that the col- 
lection for the poor is no part of the public worship. Further, in 
defining the ordinances in a particular congregation, among others they 
include "collection to be made for the poor." In both those places col- 
lection for any other purpose than for the poor is excluded. Assum- 
ing that the writer is one that recently engaged in solemn covenant 
renovation, how does his teaching harmonize with his declaration and - 
covenant promise made in the second section of the covenant, viz. : 
** That after careful examination, having embraced the system of faith, 
order and worship revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and summarized as 
to doctrine in the Westminster Confession and Catechisms,and Reformed 
Presbyterian Testimony, and, as to order and worship justly set forth 
in substance and outline in the Westminster Form of Church Govern- 
ment and Directory for Worship, we do publicly profess and own this as 
the true Christian faith and religion, and the system of order and wor- 
ship appointed by Christ for his own house, and, by the grace of God, we 
will sincerely and constantly endeavor to understand it more fully, to 
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iold and observe it in its integrity, and to transmit the knowledge of 
•file same to posterity.'* "Take heed that the light in thee be not dark- 
ness," is a caution given by him who taught as never man taught. 

E. 

We readily insert the above " Strictures," while in the main we do not 

object to the views in the article to which exception is taken. With regard 

to position in mental devotion before the public service begins, it is a matter 

'. isf taste ; the most unsuitable is that of sitting erect with the eyes directed 

.^to whatever object attracts the attention. 

It is manifest from the quotations in the " Strictures," from the " Form of 
Church Government," and the " Directory for Pablic Worship," that the 
Westminster divines considered collection for the poor entirely consistent 
with Sabbath sanctification. Moreover, they place this among " the ordi- 
nances of a particular congregation," and make it a part of the pastor's duty 
"to take care of the poor," quoting among other proofs, 1 Cor. 16: 1-3, 
there the direction is, " Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you 
kyby him in store as God hath prospered him." 

In the light of the quotation in the " Strictures" from the Directory, in 
regard to the celebration of the Lord's supper, the assertion that " lifting a 
[Collection is as really a part of public worship as preaching and praying," 
I Can hardly be maintained. It may be stated, however, on the authority of the 
Westminster Assembly, that it is as really a divine ordinance and as proper 
to be done on the Sabbath as they are. And as all collections ordered by 
ecclesiastic authority come under the designation of alms, they are all included 
in the ordinance of collection for the poor. The church has so decided, in 
the appointnaent by Synod of certain Sabbaths in the year for special callec- 
tioDS. Paul speaks of a religious communion that he had with the 
Philippians in giving and receiving — Phil. 4: 15. And in the Confession of 
Faith, chap. 26, sec. 3, it is declared that the " saints are bound by 
profession to maintain a holy fellowship and communion in the worship of 
God," and this they do " in relieving each other in outward things." 

T. S. 
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"When prejudice takes the place of candor, nothing will please." 
This remark that we picked up. somewhere, has many a verification. 
Where there is a determination to find fault, it will be carried out 
without regard to either consistency or truth. 

An exemplification of this is furnished in a pamphlet, containing a 
notice of our Bond of Covenant. From a report signed by J. F. 
Fulton and D. Steele, a committee of a body calling itself the Re- 
formed Presbytery, we extract the following from page 11 of the 
pamphlet: 
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" The UDfaitb fulness and ambiguity of this second article of their Bom 
is further evident in refraining from an explicit mention of prelacy as one 
the organized and inveterate enemies of our Covenanted Reformation." 

In a report by a « committee of the same body, and of which 
Steele was a member, published in the Reformed Preshyterianj Ma; 
185t), page 89, we find the following: 

^* The Form of Covenant Renovation is redundant. First : In recapitubi 
ting the tyranny, heresy, idolatry, &o., of popery, all which is well done 
ready in the National Covenant; and the same is equally true of prelacy! 
the light of the Solemn League. Such repetition tends rather to superse' 
than to renew our soUmn covenants." 

The Form of Covenant Renovation mentioned in this extract wi 
prepared by appointment of Synod, and approved at its meeting ii 
1855. The insertion of prelacy among the evils to be rejected aol 
abjured in that bond was, in the judgment of this committee, a repeti 
lion that tended to supersede the Solemn League. Its omission from 
the bond of 1871 subjects it, by their showing, to the charge of un- 
faithfulness and ambiguity: Such people nothing will please. They 
are truly described by our Saviour. " Whereunto shall I liken this 
generation ? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and call- 
ing unto their fellows, and saying : We have piped unto you, and je 
have not danced; we have mourned unto ypu, and ye have not lament-i 
ed. But wisdom is justified of her children." T. S. I 



OUR PEESENT POSITION. 



And here we begin with remarking that our ecclesiastical position is 
not a novel one. We may claim for it some antiquity, if this could 
invest it with deserving interest. We are certainly the oldest Presby- 
terian body in the country. We ari fain to claim for ourselves aposto- 
licity, not indeed in the Puseyite seuse of the term, but, in its more 
strict and proper sense, as founding on the apostles and propheta 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. For an expositioc 
of our particular standing among the Presbyterian churches, I refei 
you to the eloquent audress which has just preceded, from which yoi 
will perceive that we identify ourselves with the Reformed Church o 
Scotland in an olden time, when she was distinguished for reformatioi 
from prelacy as well as from popery, and for great purity and ef 
ficiency ; and we retain the distinctive name which was assumed t 
indicate adherence to the cause of reformation. On this accoun 
alone, and not from any arrogant and fancied superiority of persom 
religious character, we retain the designation Reformed Preshyteriai 
Our position is thus the humble position of adherence to the R< 
formed Church of Scotland. We claim not for ourselves the honor < 
originating the Reformation. This was done by our honored progen 
tors in a former day, and we are their humble followers, even as th( 
were of Christ. We obtrude no novelties upon the Christian wiorl 
but walk in "the old paths.** We adhere to the public covenanjUl 
which the jReformation was defiijed, cons^oUdated and prosecuted, a 
to the ecciesiastical symbols in wT^ic\i it, N^vi'a UVCkAxjNVj ^\s!^^^\<iS^ , 
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hibited. We adhere to the scriptural testimonies of those who loved 
ot their lives unto the death in support of reformation, and the noble 
use of religious and civil liberty. 

Our position of adherence was one of dissent and of protest, when 
e scriptural principles of the Reformation were violated at the 
evolution. We, in the persons of our ancestors, protested against 
ihe state for assuming dominion over the church, and against the 
fti^urch for submitting to that dominion. We have held this position 
or upwards of a century and a half, in a state of separation from the 
Stablished church, having never been embodied wiih it since the Re- 
olution, as you have heard well illustrated this evening ; and in this 
tate of separation we have been a protesting church, claiming for our 
eople their liberty to elect their ministers and other rulers, and exer- 
, ising in all our church courts an independent spiritual jurisdiction. 
We have thus occupied, and continue to occupy, the position of a 
JPree Protesting Presbyterian Church in the fullest sense of these 
terms. With our Bible in our hands, and our ecclesiastical symbolical 
books expressing the sense in which we believe in it, we can in all 
truth repel the charge of schism. We mourn over the divisions of the 
church, and regard them as her sin and her judgment, but great as the 
evil of division is, it lies not at the door of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. She has committed no breach upon the unity of the church, 
' but has been seeking that her many breaches might be healed in truth. 
While thus assuming a position of adherence to the cause of Christ, 
as it was maintained by the Reformed Church of Scotland, it may be 
necessary to vindicate ourselves from an overweening and undue defer- 
ence to human authority. We avow the grand protestant principle: 
"The Bible — the Bible onlv is the religion of Protestants." The 
Bible alone is the foundation of our faitl^, worship, obedience and hope. 
The Bible, not the reason of man ; the Bible, not human views of the 
fitness of things ; the Bible, n^^t apocryphal writings, nor human 
traditions ; the Bible, in the svtund exegesis of its contents, not the 
opinions of fathers and of learned men, of Zwingle, Luther, Calvin, 
or Melancthon ; not the confessions of Augsburg, or Geneva ; not 
the Catechisms of Heidelburg, nor the Articles of the Church of 
England, nor the Books of Discipline and Confession of the Church 
of Scotland, nor the Westminster Confession, nor the Harmony of 
Protestant Confession — but the Bible, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice, is our rule. We thus take our position on pure and high 
protestant ground, as has been strongly asserted in a former discourse. 
While we value subordinate standards in their own proper place, and are 
convinced of their necessity and great utility in a time of varied and 
subtle opposition to the truth, and regard the prejudices of many 
against them as unfounded and unjust, we must be permitted to de- 
clare the subordinate place we assign to them, and the supreme ana 
inviolate authority of the Holy Scriptures, and thus to take our place 
on high protestant ground. 

Our position as a church, it is proper to remark here, assumes also a 
political aspect. Without confounding things civil and ecclesiastical, 
or placing the one jurisdiction in a ^ate of subjectioiv to t»\i^ oX.k^v^ ^^ 
txhiVit theoretically peonVmr sentiments ou cyV\\ ^o<i\^^l'>^^'^^'^'^^^" 
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tically we assume a position of political, as well as ecclesiastical dish 
sent or protest. In theory we hold that national society is under morti 
subjection to God, and is bound to erect its association, frame its laws, 
and administer its government, upon moral principles. The authority 
of civil governors does not arise from the mere fact of power being in 
possession, for every power has existence ; nor does it arise from the 
voice or call of the people, for they have often erred; nor does it 
spring from laws being righteous and agreeable to the will of God, for 
this is necessary to the obligation of the laws of the most unexception- 
able power that ever existed. But the authority of civil government 
rests on its being constituted and administered upon moral principles. 
And these are to be found clearly defined and authoritatively inculcated, 
not in the sentiments and practices of fallen men, but in the word of 
God, which is obligatory wherever it is uiade known. Accordingly 
we find this perfect law speaking with a tone of authority on this sulh- 
ject, and delivering special precepts to the king on the throne, to the 
legislator in the senata, to the judge on the bench, to the executive 
naagistracy, and to the community at large. We contend for the obliga- 
tion of the revealed will of God upon political society in all places 
where it has been made known, and that civil society has, in terms of 
this law, been placed in a state of special subjection to the Messiah, in 
subserviency to the grand administration he is conducting, and of 
course that civil society, where revelation is enjoyed, should be erected 
and administered in subserviency to godliness and honesty, contemplat- 
ing not exclusively and ultimately temporal political good, but sound 
morality and religion, in subordination to the divine glory. 

Such is our position in relation to civil government theoretically; 
and in consistency with this principle, we avow our adherence to our 
ancient federal constitution, acknowledging divine revelation and the 
protestant reformation, and we protest against the overthrow of that 
constitution at the Restoration, the subsequent persecution of the > 
saints of Goc\ and the infractions made upon it at' the Revolution. ' 
We regard the reformed and covenanted constitution as establishing 
civil and religious rights and freedom upon a basis of scriptural principle 
and equity, and affording protection against prelatic and despotic 
power. We dissent from, or protest against, the violation of the con- 
stitution of these lands, as erected upon the glorious protestant re- 
formation. We love with patriotic regard our land, and the more for 
what God has done, and will yet, we trust, do for it ; we live lives of 
peace, and seek the good of the land, though its constitution has not 
the unqualified approbation of our minds and consciences, and cannot 
have the entire complacency of our affections. With the covenants in our 
hands, the magna charta of our protestant rights and liberties, we repel 
the charge of rebellion should any prefer it against us, approve our- 
selves the lovers of our country's prosperity by our peaceable lives, our 
active usefulness as we have means and opportunity, and our prayers. 

It is proper also to notice that our position is a position of Testi- 
mony ; it is that of witnesses deponing in a great public cause. The 
people of God, under the former dispensation, were God's witnesses 
in opposition to idolatry. The apostles were witnesses for Christ in op* 
position to the infidelity of Jewatetnd o? Q^utUea. In a subsequent 
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, the reigning Redeemer had witnesses for his claims, and those of 
people, in opposition t© the ecclesiastical and civil tyranny of the 
tichrist. There is still a controversy between righteousness and 
ighteousness, light and darkness, Christ and Belial, faith and in- 
jlity, the temple of God and the temple of idols. There is still a 
itroversy between Christ and Antichrist. Jehovah sits upon the 
t of judgment, and witnesses are being called. Silence, conceal- 
Qt, misrepresentation, reservation, equivocation and evasion are all 
onsistent with fidelity to the cause of Chriot — a cause which is ul- 
ately to triumph over all opposition. Those that follow the Re- 
imer shall overcome by the word of God, by the blood of the Lamb, 
1 by the word of their Testimony. Impressed with the obligations 
1 responsibility of the position which we have thus assumed, we have 
itted a testimony against the Antichrist for the authority of the 
)le, evangelical doctrine, the exclusive supremacy of Jesus Christ 
[lis church, his dominion over the nations ; and protesting against 
lesiastical and political anti-christianism in Europe, and other parts 
the world, we have been a protesting church, and will continue 
nessing to small and great none other things than those which the 
phets have said should come. — Bicentenary Westminster Assembly 
Divines, 
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[LLIAM WILLS, TEEASUEER, IN ACCOUNT WITH PITTSBUEGH 

PRESBYTEEY. 

'1. DR. 

)t. 4. For balance as per statement gendered, $ 

* 6'. " cash from Little Beaver cong., 
' 7. " " Oil City cong., . 

2^. " ** New Castle cong., . 

* " " " Mrs. Allsworth, New 

Alexandria, 

:. 11. " cash from Oil Creek branch, 

' 24. " " Brookland, , 

^* 1. " " U. S. bond coupon, 

' *' " " premium on do. llf pr. ct, 

10. " " sale of U. S. $1,000 bond, 1,000 00 

' *' " " premium on do. llj pr. ct., 

' " " '' sale of U. S. $500 bond, 

' " '' " premium on do. 13Jpr. ct., 

' " " " sale of U. S. $50 bond, 

' " " " premium on do. 11 pr. ct., 

' " " " coupon of do. and premium, 



( 



5. ^" *' New Alexandria, 

" " " Central Allegheny, 

9. *' " Pittsburgh branch, 

16. " " North Jackson, 

" Oil Creek branch, 
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1872. 

Jan. 2. For cash from Clarksburg, . . . $10 20 

" 30. " " Slippery Rock, . . 6 21 

yeb. 2. " " North Union, . . 10 00 



" 15. " " Wilkinsburg, . - 7 00 



$1,969 67 



1871. CR. 

Oct. 11. By cash paid, order in favor of Rev. D. 

Reid, .... 25 00 

Nov. 10. " cash paid for Bond No. 60 of School 

Directors of 5th ward, Allegheny, 
payable 10 years after date, with 
8 per cent, interest, payable an- 
nually, to say, November 10th each 
year to 1881, • . . 1,700 00 
1872. 
Jan. 2. By cash paid, order in favor of Rev. J. 

A. Black, ... 55 00 

" 23. " cash paid, order in favor of Rev. J. 

A. Black, ... 50 00 



$1,830 00 

Feb. 26, 1872. Balance on hand, . . . . $ 139 67 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 26, 1872. 
We have examined the treasurer's account from December, 1862, to 
this date, and find it correct. 

David Gregg, \ j^^-.^^. 
Daniel EuwER,/"^^^'^^'^*- 



OHUROH NEWS. 



Olathb congregation covenanted on Saturday, April 13th, 1872. 

The congregation of Cedar Lake covenanted unanimously on Satur- 
day, September 30th, 1871. Two hundred and fifty dollars were sub- 
scribed for the Memorial Fund. 

We learn from Rev. J. McCracken, the chairman, that the com- 
mittee to secure reduction of fare on the railroads have, except in th( 
case of the New York and Erie, been unsuccessful. This year membei 
of Synod must pay full fare both coming and going. 

A destructive earthquake occurred in Northern Syria on the 3d < 

April. Antioch, 50 miles north of Latakiyeh, and the C(J6ntry in i«:>s 

vicinity, suffered severely. Many lives were lost. The shock was vei^ ^ 

violent in Latakiyeh, creating a great alarm, but not resulting in a».^ 

injur J to property or life. Our missionary friends were engaged 5-^ 

warning prayer about 7 o'clock w\ierv l\ie (iOTV(i\v&^\QTi took place. A-'^ . 
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3ed precipitately out of the creaking and shaking edifice, but by the 
favor of Gofl, the force was- spent without any serious consequences 
resulting. The natives, fearing a repetition of the shock, left their 
houses, constructing tents for temporary accommodations. There had 
been no renewal of it up to the latest dates. 



OBITUARY. 



Died, at Wells River, Vermont, on the 11th of April, 1872, Mrs. A. 
Clough, aged 80 years, and for nearly fifty years a consistent member of the 
Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Ryegate. Com. 



Died, Feb. 3, 1872, of disease of the heart, in the 70th year of her age, 
Miss Jane Patterson. 

DjED, Feb. 20, 1872, of consumption, Jas. H. Simpson, son of Elder D. 
Simpson, in the 28th year of his age. 

Died, April 12, 1872, of pneumonia, Mrs. Rosanna Steele, widow of 
Andrew Steele, deceased, in the 75th year of her age. 

The deceased were all members of the Reformed Presbyterian congrega- 
tion of New Alexandria and Greensburg. In their lives they gave abundant 
evidence of their interest in Christ and his salvation. In their death there 
^as hope. ** If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
v^hich sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." T. A. S. 



Died, in Allegheny, September, 1871, Mrs. Mary King. She and 
^er sister, Ellen Shaw, who survives, were at the first meeting consisting of 
'hirteen members who, after the defection in 1833, determined to rikake a 
^tand for the maintenance of the truth and testimony relinquished by the 
Majority of Pittsburgh congregation. She lived to see the verification of the 
-I'uth, though the beginning is small, yet the lattef end shall greatly in- 
-fease. Hers was a life of manifold trials, and yet all were borne with a re- 
Ugnation and cheerfulness that evinced the presence and power ot divine 
grace. T. S. 



Died, in Wilkinsburg, March 31st, 1872,Daniel Wills, in the 87th year 
of his age. He was a native of County Antrim, Ireland. He joined the Re- 
Pormed Presbyterian Church in 1807, under the ministry of Rev. Mr. Car- 
lisle. In 1832 he came to this country, and settled within the bounds of 
Pittsburgh congregation, then under the pastoral care of the late Dr. John 
Slack. In the division of the church the following year he adhered to his 
principles, and -for many years continued a member of the Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny congregation, under the ministry of Rev. Thomas Sproull. Several 
^ears before his death he removed to Wilkinsburg, and became a member of 
Rev. J. Hunter's congregation. 

His wife Isabel, with whom ho lived happily for almost half a century, 
died July 26th, 1871. It is enough to say of these departed friends, that 
they exemplified their profession by a conversation becoming the gospel. The 
writer can say from a long and intimate acquaintance with them, that he has 
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rarely seen more decided marks of a gracious state than was presented by their 
lives. With them religion was the first and principal thing, to which all other 
considerations were made subservient. T. S. 



,!*■ 



Died, in the town of Glover, Orleans county, Vt., Agnes S., wife of Ro- 
bert Calderwood, in the 50th year of her age. The deceased was sister to 
Rev. Robert Shields. She was born and brought up in connection with the 
visible church of Christ, and of course had the benefit of an early religious 
education, which she improved in due time by acknowledging her baptismal 
vows in a public profes'sian of her faith in Christ, in connection with the E. 
P. congregation of East Craftsbury. Her last sickness was called consump- 
tion of stomach and bowels ] it commenced about the 11th of Feb., and con- 
tinued till the Ist day of April, 1872, when she died. During her sickness, 
she patiently made use of remedies prescribed by the physician for her relief, 
until all hopes of her recovery were given up ; and when fully aware that her 
end was approaching, she manifested entire resignation to the will of God. 
Her sufferings which were often distressing, she was enabled to bear without 
a murmur or complaint ; the grace of patience was having its perfect work in 
the sufferer. Mrs. Calderwood was endowed with a meek and a quiet spirit. 
She was modest and retiring, yet highly social, and ever a lover of good com- 
pany. Her own feelings being very tender and easily wounded, she was very 
careful of the feelings of others, and studiously avoided whatever might give 
them pain. She was a faithful companion, an affectionate mother, and a sin- 
cere friend. Her attachment to her relations and friends and to the church was 
very strong. But to those who knew her, any delineation of her Christian 
character is unnecessary, and to others it would be of little interest. Suffice 
it to say that she lived by faith in Jesus Christ, and as we have good reasoa 
to believe died in faith. She has left an example worthy of imitation, as a con- 
sistent disciple of Christ : and by her husband and children, relatives and 
friends, her memory will be long remembered and fondly cherished. C. 

Glover, April 10, 1872. 

Died, in Ellsworth, Nov. 13th, 1871, Mr. Isaac Kirkpatrick, in the 
61st year of his age.' The deceased was a member of the North Jackson and 
Poland congregation, and the last two years of his life filled the office of 
deacon with great ability. 

Active in business and upright in his dealings, he was widely known and 
highly respected. He excelled in social qualities. With a well stored mind, 
he had also unusual power to communicate his thoughts ; with a remarkably 
cheerful disposition, he always looked on the bright side of the picture, and 
delighted to proclaim the virtues rather than expose the faults of his fellow- 
men. Many ministers of the church and others who have enjoyed the hos* 
piiality of his home, will testify that ho was unsurpassed in warm hearted 
kindness and in the power to manifest it. His was that kind of friendship 
which does not wait to h%' drawn out, but which overflows, and embalming 
itself in the memory cannot soon be forgotten. He loved his own family and 
cherished tenderly the relation of husband and father. 

He manifested unusual interest in everything connected with the work of 
the church, and his attachment to the house of God grew stronger every 
year. So much was his heart engaged in the work of covenanting, that with 
several members of his family he left his home in the throng season of the 
year, that he might witness the swearing of the bond by Synod. 

He had great success as a Sabbath school teacher. His fervor in speaking 
for Christ, and Lis faculty to frame ■peliliona appropriate to every circum' 
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stance made him the life of a prayer meetiDg. He was very liberal in sup- 
porting the gospel during his life, and one of his last acts was a large bequest 
for the little congregation m stricken by his unexpected removal. 

Although in his usual health two days before his death, he seemed to 
be conscious of death's approach. His sufferings were terrible, but there 
were no murmurs. A few moments before his death he quoted with unfalter- 
ing tongue, Job 19 : 25-27 — " I know that my redeemer liveth. Com. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



From Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 770 Broadway, New York. 
Price, 75 cents. 

The Skat of Sin in the Regenerate Man. 

Oar impression of this book, after a hasty persual of it, may be ex- 
pressed in the trite saying, " What is true is not new, and what is new . 
is not true." We do not see that orthodoxy has much to fear from it, ^ 
for the author is careful to show that his views are entirely consistent 
vith the Augustinian doctrine of the Spirit's work in regeneration and 
sanctification. The speciality of his theory is that after regeneration 
sin is confined wholly to the body — that so far as the sanctification of 
the Boul is concerned, it is perfect at the moment of the new birth. 

Our first obJ3Ction to this is, that it is based on a dualistic view 
of human nature, inconsistent with the oneness of the person. It is 
the person that is sanctified or otherwise. But the persoi^ is com- 
posed of the soul as well as of the body. If sin is in the person, it 
must be in the souL 

Another objection is, that sanctification is predicated in the Scripture 
of the souU 1 Thessalonians 5 : 23 — '* The God of peace himself 
sanctify you wholly, &c.'* And in this sanctification in the same verse 
are included the soul and spirit as well as the body. 1 Peter 1 : 22 — 
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth." 

And then, there are phenomena wholly irreconcilable with this view. 
Take the case of covetousness, a sin palpably prevailing among Chris- 
tians. Do we not find men so given over to the love of the world that 
for the sake of hoarding up their money, they deny their bodies of almost 
every comfort ? And yet other evidences being in their favor, we can- 
not class them with the reprobate. In their cases their bodies are con- 
stantly protesting against this form of indwelling sin. In a word, per- 
fection of holiness requires us to love God with all our soul. And be- 
sides, ignorance is a sin of which all are guilty, but ignorance belongs 
to the soul, not to the body. 

Prom Robert Carter & Brosr., 530 Broadway, N. Y., and for sale by 
B. 8. Davis & Co., Liberty street, Pittsburgh. 
AiMSE, a Tale. By Agnes Gisborne. 

The scene of this tale is laid partly in France and partly in Eng- 
land. The time is the latter part of the seventeenth century, when 
France was sufiering under the tyranny of Louis the XIV., and Eng- 
land ander that of James the II. The authoress tells us in the prefaA<^ 
that she wrote with a twofold purpose. ^' Eitat, to ^T^%^tk\. ^ V\^^ ^\ 
Vrance daring the latter days of Louia tTie XW*a tevga ^Xxxx^^v^^*^^- 
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wards the light, and crushed back with an iron hand into ['darkness. 
Second, to present a view of England threatened with the same fate, 
but steadily, manfully and resolutely withstanding it." 

Procbedings of the National Convention to secure the Beligious amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 4ield in Cincinnati, Jan. 31^ .and 
Feb. 1,1872. 

These proceedings will be read with interest by the friends of the 
movement to give the constitution a religion character. In the 
speeches we meet with fine specimens of true eloquence and niasterly 
logic. It is not the least interesting part brought to light, that infi- 
delity is beginning to awake to the importance of the movement, and to 
call for help to arrest its progress. This is just what we are taught 
to expect. Let the conflict begin. Let us see who are the allies of the 
enemies of Christ. In the mean time let us hold our high position. We 
must yield nothing either to silence the misrepresentations of open 
enemies, or to quiet the fears of timid friends. On the firm ground set 
forth in our Covenant we can stand in the confidence that the cause to 
which we have pledged ourselves shall prevail. 

The Wars op the Huguenots. By W. Hanna, D. D., author of the «*Life of 

Christ.'* 

This volume consists of lectures delivered to the members of the 
Edinburgh Philosophical Institution. The character of the author as 
a writer is suflScient of itself to recommend it. It presents in the at- 
tractive form of lectures information which could not otherwise be ob- 
tained without a great amount of reading and research. 

Isoult Barry of Wtnscote: Her Diurnal Book. A Tale of Tudor Timee. By 
Emily Sarah Holt, author of '* Ashclitfe Hall," &c. 

The materials of this book were found in the Lisle papers of which there 
are eighteen quarto volumes. " The tale is so strictly historical that the 
fictitious element in it is no more than a chain uniting the scatter- 
ed gems of fact." The story is of the times of the Tudors, and pre- 
sents not only many of the customs of the times, but particularly the 
trials of the true followers of the Master. It is well worth reading. 

The Happy Land. By the author of *' Lonely Lilly." 

"We got Agate of Singing, or Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me. 

Two interesting and instructive books for children. 

The Lady's Friend, a monthly Magazine of Literature and Fashion. Price 
$2.00 a year, four copies $6.00, eight copies (and one gratis) $12.00, specimen 
copies 16 cents. Address, Deacon & Peterson, 319 Walnut st , Philadelphia, Pt. 

This magazine is emphatically what it professes to be, 2%e lJady*i 
Friend, It is not only entertaining and instructive, but beautiful in 
its typographical appearance. The engravings and music alone are 
well worth the price of the magazine. 

j|@"A. Second Edition of the Memorial Volume has been published. The price 
$1.26. No change has been made except the insertion of the Covenant and Pas- 
toral Letter. In order that those who have purchased the first edition may not 
suffer, the committee have published a neat edition of thfl Covenant and Pastoral 
Letter, same size and style as Memorial Volume, which they are prepared to sell 
at the low price of 26 cents. As it is probable there are some who prefer to have 
the Covenant in a separate volume, parties ordering will please state which edition 
tbej wish. The postage on the Pastoral Letter and Covenant is 6 cents ; on the 
£r8t edition of Memorial Volume 14 cents, and on the second edition 18 cents. 



KECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSION. 
1872. 

Apr. 18, South Union con^., per J. C. Dodds, $11 40 

»* 24, R. Wylie, Republican City, Kansas, per Rev. S. M. 

Stevenson, '. 8 00 

*' '* Mr. Copeldnd, Republican City, Kansas, per Rev. S. 

M. Stevenson, '. 6 00 

»* 26, Svlvania, Dade Co.. Mo., per Tlios. Reid,. 80 60 

Maj 2, J. B. Dodds, Winfield, Iowa, 3 00 

*» 8, *« S. C." Central, Allegheny, per Rev. J. W. SprouU, 1 00 

** •* Sandy Branch, of Salem, per A. J. McFarland, 10 00 

** *' Brockland Branch of Brookland cons:., per A. Dodds, 

on 22d April, 1872, ",. 25 00 

$92 90 
Daniel Euwer, Treas, 

RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION. 

Corrections, — The $20.00 from S. school Old Bethel cong., Jan. 5tli, 
is a mistake ; M. E. Euwing, of Indianapolis, should have received the 
credit. Ehe $61.56 credited to N. J. Donnely, should have been 
Sabbath school of Old Bethel congregation. The $100.00 for Mrs. Dr. 
Matheny, from Allegheny congregation Missionary Society, should 
have been Missionary Society of Pittsburgh congregation. 

1872. 

Apr. 28, S. N. A., Sharon, Iowa, $30 00 

*» 29, S. S., "Washington, Iowa, per R. R. McOonaghy, 4 65 

May 2, J. B. Da Is, Winfield, Iowa, . 8 00 

** 4, Wm. Gilmore, Clarinda, Iowa, , $5 00 

»* »* Mrs. Wm. Gilmore, ** 5 00 

»« " James C. Gilmore, " 2 60 

** " Eliza Jane Gilmore, »* 2 60 

Total per Wm. Gilmore, 15 00 

Feb. 15. R. H. Kirkpatrick, Frazeysburg, Ohio, ho stating 

$10.00 more to be sent but not received,. 1 00 

William Brown, Treaa. 
1635 Locust stree t. 

RECEIPTS FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

1872. CURRENT EXPENSES. 

May 4, Ryegate and Bar net congregation, $25 60 

«« »* Mrs. Mary Patterson, per Rev. S. O. Wylie, 13 60 

*« " John Steel, per D. S. Faris, 6 00 

** '* Bovina congregation, per Rev. J. Kennedy, » 22 00 

«* 6, Robert Campbell, interest, 120 

*» '» J. A, Dodds, *• 150 

*< " John Forsythe, " 75 

<* " James Anderson, '* 1 60 

•* ** John Dodds, '* .... 1 50 

«* " Rent of property at St. Paul, ^ 76 62 

SEMINARY BUILDING MEMORIAL FUND. 
1872. 

May 4, Sparta conccregati on, D. S. Faris, $73 65 

«» 8, R. and C. Galbraith, New Concord, Ohio 10 00 

D- Greqq, Treas.j 99 Wood street, 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1872. 
Apr. 18, South Union cong., per J. C. Dodds, $10 40 

Daniel Euwer, Treas. 



Persons wishing to have mistakes in acknowledgments rectified 
will please send direct to the treasurer. We publish receipts ^tl^lQ-U'^ %a^ 
in copy, and for mistakes arc not responsible. 
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Txa:EOIL.Oa-"Y": 

"SVl* iiuve iiow iho largest assortmeiit of Theological Hooks in 1 
CMiiritry, a-id ur-? constantly receivinir from AuCtlon and Ltbrarl 
and l»v ImporttDg, large addition.-. \Ve intend to make our EstaMI 
mcnt moro and more valuable iii rich and raro books, old and new. 

Wo take special pains to colK'ot rare works of the old Scottish t 
yA\^\\sll divine*. 

H A. IJ 1$ A 'll.^ll «011001\, I{01>Ii:i^. 

AA'c HTo J .wii-iown ao;ontsi\)r Frcsbyterian Board or Fubtlcati 
l::ivo the books of the {s. S. l-nioii, Martieii, Carters, Raitdolphy i 

i\\i 11.'.*. nuw a:\i i;ood book.^. Stationery of all kinds. 

-N. TIBB ALS & SON, 

^^•7 P'-rk Bow ami 145 Sasdau Street^ 









Sahhaih School l\salni mid Tune Boo 
For U39 in Families, Sabbath Schools and Congregations, 

CONTAIXIN'J 

Sclccfirj'/i'i ''(.ri tie Metrical Version of the Psalms, set to sixiy ap]}ropT\ 

Times. Ami also the entire 

ONE HUI^ DEED AND FIFTY I'SALMS. 

I'BICE.S. 

W.th stirt' covers. I'Mper c« 

ONE COPY 35centd. JJO cei 

TWENTY-FIVE COPIES, $ 7.60 $ 0.25 

riFTY COPIES, 12.50 10.00 

ONE HUNDRED COPIES, 20.00 15.00 

Tlio al^vo prices iucluJe the express or mail cliurges. 

Address all orders to WILLIAM H. SCOTT, 

237 and 239 Deck Street, Philadelph, 

MEMORIAL VOLUME. 

A few C')j)lo3 of the Memorial Volume are still on hand. Any ^ 
desire to prucure them can do so by applying to any of the members 
the committee, to any of the agents in the ditferent congregations, or 
oiie of the following persons, who have in their possession a few cor 
more than ordered: Rev. J. M. Paris, East Topsham, Vt.; W. Noe 
New York, 80 Warren street; W. J. Ferguson, Philadelphia, 13 I 
change Building; Rev. R. D. Sproull, Rochester, N. Y., 126 Alexani 
street; D. Boy^, Bellefontaine Ohio; Jas. McCartney, New Gonco 
Ohio; J. G. Miller, Coultersville, 111.; Rev. D. S. Faris, Sparta, I 
S M. McOloy, Ayers' Point, 111 ; Rev. R. M. 0. Thompson, Winfie 
, Ind.; W. LaVson, Princeton, Ind.; W. McGlade, Hopkinton, lo^ 
Rev. W W. McMillan, Olathe, Kansas. All orders received up 
April IGth have been filled. Price $1.00. The Covenant, w 
Signatures, the Confession of Sin and Pastoral Letter, bound in 
neat volume, same size and stvle as Memorial Volume, can be h 
by applying to any of the members of the committee. Price 25 cen 

J. R. W. Sloane, Ohm% 

B^^Rkv. T. a. Si'ROULL will receive at Synod all moneys intend 
for payment of subscription to the Magazine. * 
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1872. DOMESTIC MISSION. 

May 16. Second cong., N. T. city, per Francis Walker, $164 92 

•• " Third cong., Philadelphia, per Wm. McHatten 17 74 

** 25. Kossuth cong., Iowa, per Wm. O. Jamison, 6 30 

** 27. Monongahela cong., per Kev. T. C. Sproull, ^ 87 00 

June 5. Pittsburgh cong., per M. G. Euwer, 182 50 

«» 8. David C. Paris, per Wm. Wills, 10 00 

$407 46 
■ Daniel Euwek, Treca. 

1872. SOUTHERN MISSION. 

May 17. Bovina cong., per Bev. Joshua Kennedy, $ 12 00 

Danibl Eu'wer, Treas. 

1872. LITERARY PUND. 

June 6. Slippery Rock cong., per Rev. S. O. Wylte, $ 2 71 

*» ** New Castle cong., " " 5 00 

Waltke T. Miller, Trecis. 

FOREIGN MISSION. 

By cash received from Rev. S. O. Wylie, D. D., the following sums 
reeeived by him at the Synod at York : 

1872. 

Junes. A friend in Utica, Ohio, $ 1 00 

" " Ladies of Rehoboth cong., for the education of Syrian 

girls, per W. R. McCrea, 23 15 

" " A member of Old Bethel cong., for the benefit of theo- 
logical students of the Syrian Mission (as contribu- 
tion to the Memorial Pund, 50 00 

" " Sharon cong., per G. Cunningham, 24 00 

" »» Samuel Baird, " '» 10 00 

*» " R.A.Hays, " »< 5 00 

" " Susannah Huston, '* 5 00 

" »* Miss C. Galbraith, »' 2 00 

'* ** Bequest of James Gray, late of 2d Miami cong., dec'd., 

per Robert Gray, executor, 150 00 

" *« Miss Mary R. Parke, 3 00 

" •* Miss Sarah J. Parke, 2 00 

In some paper, , 15 

*' ** Southfield cong, per S. Bell, 14 00 

" " Mrs. Wm. Marshall, '* 10 00 

** ** Mrs. Margaret Blair, of Centreville cong., per R. Speer, 5 00 

" " Miss Elizabeth Blair, »» " " 5 00 

*' *« Miss Barbara Blair, '< " " 6 00 

'* '* Mrs. Annio Moore. " " " 6 00 
^* ** Ladies' Missionary Society of New Castle cong., for 

the girls' school in Syria, per R. Speer, 20 00 

** 8. Miss Helen Johnson, per Rev. D. McAllister^ 6 CO 

" " Rev. Robert Johnson, 6 00 

*' 20. Cash from Sabbath school of Second Reformed Presby- 
terian cong., N. Y., for the support of two children 

in Syria, per A. Alexander, Treasurer, 207 23 

Walter T. Miller, TVeos. 



Died, in the city of New York, on Tuesday morning, June 4th, 1872, 
Rev. Renwick Zacchbus Willson, in the 69th year of his age. 

An obituary of the deceased, long a minister in our church, will ap- 
pear in a future number. 
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MINUTES or THE SYHOD OF THE EEFORMED PEESBYTERIAl^r 

OHUROH. 

SESSION XLIII. 
Befobmed PRBsbYTERiAN Ghurch, York, N. Y., May 29th, 1872. 

The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met accord- 
ing to adjournment ; and, after a sermon by the Moderator, Rev. 
H. H. George, from Num. 13 : 30, " And Caleb stilled the people 
before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it ; for 
we are well able to overcome it," was constituted with prayer. tonstitntion 

In absence of the Clerk, through indisposition, the Assistant 
Clerk acted as Clerk, and Rev. D. B, WiUson was chosen second 
assistant pro tempore. 

Members were ascertained as follows : 



New York Presbytery. 



MtnlBten. 

J. C. K. MUligan, 
A. Stevenson, D. D , 
David Gregg, 
James Kennedy, 

S. Carlisle, 
J. R. Thompson, 
J. W. Shaw, 
J. B. WUliams, 
J. O. Bayles, 
Joshua Kennedy, 

Wm. Orahftm, 

J. M. Beattie, 
A. W.. Johnston. 
James M. Faris. 
David MoAUister. 



Baling Elders. 

W. Fleming, 
S. K. McGuire, 
John Mc Williams, 
John Kennedy, 
ThoB. Kinkead, 



F. Wallace, 

A. McNeely, 
W. Thomson, 
R. F. McGibbon, 
John Ross, 
Robert Oliver,* 



Congregations. 



First, New York. 

Second, New York. 

Third, New York. 

Fourth, New York. 

Brooklyn. 

First, Newburgh. 

Second, Newburgh. 

Coldenham. 

White Lake. 

Kortright. 

Bovina. 

Walton. 

First, Boston. 

Second, Boston. f 

Ryegate and Barnet. 



Roll. 



* Not present at constitntion of the court, 
t Organized since last Synod. 
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Bol). 



Philadelphia Pbesbttxrt. 



MioiBten. 

T. P. Stevenson, D. D., 
S. O. Wylie, D. D., 
R. J. Sbarpe, 
W. P. Johnston, 



Baling Xlden. 

W. Anderson, 
W. Brcywn, 
Alex. Maokie, 



OoDgF^atioiUL 

Firsi, Philadelpliia. 
Seoond, Philadelphia. 
Third, Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 



BOOHBSTXB PbXSBYTSRY. 



B. D. Sproull, 
S. Bowden, 
B. Shields, 
J. M. Armour, 
W. McFarland, 

M. Wilkin. . 



D. B. Willson, 
J. W. Sproull, 
A. M. Milligan, 
T. C. Sproull, 

J. Galbraith, 

Joseph Hunter, 
J. C. Smith, 

A. J. McFarland,* 
J. J. McClurkin, 
N. M. Johnston, 
J. A. Black, 
T. A. Sproull, 
D. Beid, 

B. J. George, • 
D. MoFall, 
B. Beed, 
S. J. Crowe,f 
J. M. Johnston, 

T. Sproull, D. D., Prof, of Theology. 

J. B. W. Sloane, D. D., Prof, of Theology. 

John Crozier. 



B. Alton, 


Bochester. 


W. Hart, 


York. 


James Waddell, 


Ramsey. 


• 


Syracuse. 


John McCuUough, 


Lisbon. 


John MoOrea, 


Stirling. 


rsBUBGH Pbbsbttbbt. 




Allegheny 


p. Gregg, 


Central, Allegheny. 


A. Adams, 


Pittsburgh. 




Monongahela. 


James Douthett, 


' South Union. 
( North Uuion. 


B. H. Puryis, 


W. Wills, 


Wilkinsburg. 


B. Wylie, 


Slippe/y Book, dpo. 




Salem. 


W. Cochran, 


Springfield. 


John Atcheson, 


Little Beaver. 


A. Gray, 


Clarksburg. 




New Alexandria. 




Oil Creek. 


John Ewing, 


North Jackson <& Poland. 


W. Thompson, 


Oil City. 


A. Dodds, 


Brookland, &o. 


B. Speer, 


New Castle. 


A. Miller, 


Manchester & PamasAQS. 



J. C. Boyd, 

J. A. Thompson, 



Ohio Pbbsbttbbt. 

W. Dunlap, 
John Logan,. 
John Gibson, 



Utica. 

Londonderry. 
New Concord, (formerly 
Salt Creek.) 



* Not present at conntitation of the court, 
t Ordained and inetalled since last Synod. 
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Lakxs Pbssbtteby. 



J. L. McCartney, 
Wm, Milroj, 
J. R. Hill,t 

P. H. Wylie, 

H. H. George, 
P. P. Boyd,t 
R. M. C. Thompson, 
T. P. Robb*, 
Boyd McCnllongh. 
N. K. Johnston. 

Jos. McCraeken, 
D. S. Paris, 

D. J. Shaw, 
W. F. George, 

James Wallace. 

C. ]}. Trumbull, 
J. Love, 

Isaiah Paris, ' 
Josiah Dodds, 



J. S. Johnston, 


Pirst, Miami. i 


D. Boyd, 


Second, Miami. 


S. Bell, 


Soutbfield. 


James Wylie, 


' RushsylTania. 
Macedon 






Cincinnati. 




Cedarville. 


D. MoEnight, 


Lake Eliza. 


J. M. Milligan, 


Garrison. 


.LIN0I8 PrISBTTXRT. 




St. Louis. 


C. R. Miller, 


Bethel. 


James Matthews, 


Old Betbel. 


Thos. Smith, 


Bethesda. 


Silas Smith, 


Staunton. 


W. Kennedy, 


Elkhorn. 


Iowa Pbbsbttsby. 


S. Bayles, 


Lind Grove. 


J. R. Willson, 


Sharon. 




Hickory Grove, (former- 


• 


ly Albia.) 


J. H. Willson, 


Washington. 



B«!k 



Jas. W. Dougherty, Walnut City. 

Kansas Pbbbbytbbt. 

Winchester. 



AhitnJtees^^. H. Boggs, R. Z. Willson, W. Slater, John MoAuley, Absenteei. 
John Wallace, T. M. Elder, A. McFarland, H. P. MeClurkin, J. C. K. 
Faris, J. French, J. S. T. Milligan, A. C. Todd, W. W. McMillan, 
James Neill, J. M. McDonald, D. D., D. McKee, R. Johnston, S. M. 
Stevenson, B. B. Cannon, D. D., R. Hutcheson, J. Middleton, D. H. 
Coulter, Rev. Joseph Beattie and S. R. Galbraith, Missionaries to 
i Syria. 

CoNGBBGATiONS NOT BSPBE8ENTED. — New YorJc Presbytery — Crafts- SSSfuSJep- 
bury, Topsham, and West Hebron. reaented. 

Rochester Presbytery — ^Toronto,* Loehiel. 

Philadelphia Presbytery — Conocooheague. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery — ^Rehoboth, Miller's Run, Bear Run and Mahon- 
ing, Pine Creek. 

Ohio Presbytery — Muskingum and Tomika, Sandasky, Brownsville and 
Kiddle Wheelingi 

Lakes Presbytery — ^Novi, Cedar Lake. 

Wwais Presbytery — Church Hill. 

Iowa Presbytery — Rehoboth, Kossuth, Ainsworth, Elliotta, Maquoketa 
\ Lake Reno, Vernon. 

Kansas Presbytery — North Cedar,* Republican City,* Premont and 
Wahoo,* Glarinda, Pleasant Ridge,* Olathe, Evans* and Sylvania.* 

* Organised sinoo last meeting of Synod, 
t Ordained and installed since last Synod. 
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Office™. The rule requiring the election of the Moderator and Clerk, by 

calling the roll, was suspended, and the Rev. William Milroy was 
chosen Moderator, Rev, J. R. Thompson, Clerk, and Rev, J. W. 
Sproull was continued Assistant Clerk. 

The Rev. D, J. Shaw gave satisfactory reason for absence from 
last meeting of Synod. 

Leave was granted to all the Presbyteries to sit during the ses- 
sions of Synod. 

A committee, consisting of Dr. Sproull, P. P. Boyd and John 
Ewing, was appointed to prepare & minute on the death of R<iV. 
Samuel Sterritt. 

The clerks of Synod were appointed a Committee on Unfinished 
Business. 
Hour of The hours of meeting during the sessions of the court were ap- 

pointed as follows*: From 9 o'clock A. M. to 12 M., and from IJ 
p. M. to 4J p. M., except on Saturday afternoon. 

The time for devotional exercises was fixed from 9 to 9| 
o'clock A. M., the Moderator to preside. 

Synod adjourned with prayer to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Same Place, Thursday, May 80, 9 o'clock a. u. ^ 

Synod met, and was constituted with prayer. The first half- 
hour was spent in devotional services. All the members present 
except S. J. Crowe, who soon appeared. Minutes were read, 
amended and approved. 

The Moderator announced the following standing committees: 
committees. Ofi Preshyteriol Reports — H. H. George, R. D. Sproull and 
John Kennedy. 

On Discipline — J. C. Boyd, J. Hunter and J. S. Johnston. 

On Missions — James Kennedy, J. L. McCartney and T. Smith. 

On Theological Seminary — S. Bowden, J. C. K. Milligan and 
D. Boyd. 

On Foreign Correspondence — J. McCracken, D. McAllister, 
and W. Brown. 

On Signs of the Times — C. D. Trumbull, D. S. Faris and D. 
Gregg, Sr. 

On Finance — D. B. Willson, R. J. Sharpe and W. Wills. 

On the Travplling Fund — W. Graham, J. Dodds, S. K. 
McGuire. 

On Preshyterial Records — New York Presbytery : P. H. Wylie, 
D. J. Shaw and Silas Smith. Philadelphia Presbytery: W. F. 
George, Isaiah Faris and J. R. Willson. Rochester Presbytery: 
R. M. C. Thompson, J. 0. Bayles and A. Mackie. Pittsburgh 
Presbytery : J. Love, J. B. Williams and W. Anderson. Ohio 
Presbytery : Joshua Kennedy, R. Shields and W. Hart. Lakes 
Presbytery : D. Gregg, Jr., A. W. Johnston and W. Fleming. Illi- 
nois Presbytery : J. M. Johnston, D. McFall and W. Dunlap. 
Iowa Presbytery : S. Carlisle, T. C. Sproull and James Wylie. 
Kansas Presbytery : J. M. Beattie, S. J. Crowe and W. Ken- 
nedy. 
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The Committee on Unfinished Business reported. The report, 
?eas read and laid on the table for the present. 

Papers were received, and are as follows : 

No. 1. Memorial from Old Bethel session, on occasional hear- *^*"' 
ing. Referred to the Committee on Discipline. 

No. 2. Remonstrance from the Princeton congregation, on the 
case of Rev. J. Stott. Laid on the table until that item of un- 
finished business is taken up. 

No. 3. Report of Synod's Board of Trustees. Read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

No. 4. Report of the Treasurer of Domestic and Southern 
Missions. Read and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

No. 5. Report of the Secretary of Domestic and Southern Mis- 
sions. Read and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

No. 6. Report of the Treasurer of the Theological Seminary. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

No. 7. Letter from the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scot- 
land. Read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Corre- 
spondence. 

No. 8. Letter from the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ire 
land. Read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Corre- 
spondence. 

No. 9. Report of the Treasurer of the McKinney Fund. Read 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

No. 10. Report of the Trustee of the property donated to 
Synod by Alexander Wright. Read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

No. 11. Complaint and appeal from decision of the New York 
Presbytery. Referred to the Committee on Discipline. 

No. 12. Communication on the Superannuated Mibisters' Fund. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

No. 13. Communication from Lake Reno congregation to the 
Iowa Presbytery. Read and referred to the Committee on Dis- 
cipline. 

No. 14. Memorial and accompanying documents of James 
Campbell. Read and referred to a special committee consisting 
.of Professors Sproull and Sloane, and Elder W. Wills. D. Gregg, 
Sr., was, by motion, added to the committee. 

No. 15. Petition from members of Little Beaver congregation. 
Read and referred to the same special- committee as the above. 

No. 16. Memorial and petition from the students in Geneva In- 
stitute. Read and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

No. 17. A petition from Rev. J. Stott was received and referred 
to the Committee on Discipline. 

A committee consisting of D. S. Faris, S. 0. Wylie, D. D., and R. 
Aiton, was appointed to report on the propriety of taking the 
homestead oath. 

The hearing of the Presbyterial Reports was made the order of 
the day for Friday, at 9J o'clock A. M. 

The Board of Foreign Missions reported. Report read and 
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referred to the Committee on Missions, except so much as relates 
to finance, which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
jommittee rjy^^ Rcport of the Committee on Unfinished Business was taken 
jufinished up. The minutcs of the last meeting of Synod were corrected by 
ns ness. jj^ggj^jug ^jjg rcsolution then adopted, that the interest of the Su- 
perannuated Ministers' Fund be paid for one year to Mrs. Buck, 
widow of the late Rev. J. S. Buck, deceased. 

Item 1. The Report on " Rules of Order." On this item the 
committee was not ready to report. 
Synod took a recess to 1| o'clock p. M. 

Same Place, 1} o'clock p. m. 

After recess, Synod came to order. Ail the members present 
except Silas Smith, who soon appeared. 

The certificate of Robert Oliver, from the Second congregation, 

Boston, was received. 

Papers. No. 18. Memorial and petition from certain members of the 

Reformed Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh Presbytery. Read 

and referred to the special committee on memorial of J. Campbell. 

No. 19. Complaint of Rev. John Wallace against the Lakes 
Presbytery. Referred to the Committee of Discipline. 

The report of the Trustees of the Dodds Testimonial Fund, 

read and referred to the Committee on Finance. The thanks of 

Synod were returned to the Hon. Eli K. Price, of Philadelphia, and 

the Hon. Nathaniel Nelson, of Pittsburgh, for their valuable 

counsel given to the Trustees of the above Fund. 

Item 2. Report of Committee on memorial of the session of the 
Second congregation. New York, on days of fasting. Read and 
adopted, and is as follows : 

Committee ^^® Committee of last Synod, to which was referred the memorial froa 

on Days ef sessioD of Secoud coDgregatioD, New York, on days of fasting and 

ThSlkf^v? thanksgiving, makes the following report : 

i»g- The memorial asserts that such days have ceased to be observed as ex* 

traordinary means of grace, at least in city congregations, and that their 
observance is no longer enforced by discipline, and petitiona Synod to 
consider whether the practice of appointing certain fixed days each jeaf 
for fasting and thanksgiving, is in accordance with the Direetory of Wor- 
ship and the Testimony. 

The language of the Bircetory is, " When some great aod notable 
judgments are either inflicted upon a people, or apparently imminent, or 
by some extraordinary provocations notoriously deserved ; as also when 
some special blessing is to be sought and obtained, public solemn fasting 
is a duty that God expects from that nation or people." The reference 
in the Directory to days of thanksgiving, and that in the Testimony to 
the whole matter, is much less explicit. 

Your Committee can see no reason in the above language of the Di- 
rectory, why we should depart from our long established usage. We are, 
in its observance, seeking to obtain God's special blessing, and to ward 
oflf judgments notoriously deserved. We regard the keeping of such 
days as a very seemly acknowledgment of God and his providential da 
minion, and would especially deprecate their abandonment at a lim( 
when our civil rulers have now for years been manifesting some disposi 
tion to recognize the hand of God in this same manner. 
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If in any of oar oongregatioDS, as this memorial intimates, the observ- 
ance of these days has largely fallen into disuse, let pastors and sessions 
see that these and other duties are more carefully performed in the future. 
What 18 needed is not the abolition of such services, but more of the 
spirit of grace to incite to their more diligent and hearty performance. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. BowDBK, Chairman. 

Item 8. Report of the Committee on Discipline on the memo- 
rial of Bev. J. Stott. Laid on the table for the present. 

Paper No. 2 was taken up and referred to the Committee on 
Discipline). 

Item 4 of unfinished business. The Committee on Temperance 
reported. Report accepted, amended, and while under discussion 
Synod adjourned with prayer, to meet to-morrow at 9 o'clock a. m. 

Sams Place, Friday, May 31, 9 o'clock a. u. 

Synod met and Was constituted with prayer. 

The first half hour was spent in devotional services. Minuter 
read, amended and approved. 

The Clerk was directed to draw an order for fifty dollars on the 
Literary Fund, in favor of Rev. R. Z. Willson, former Clerk of 
Synod. 

The Committee on Discipline reported. Report accepted and « 
laid OB the table for the present. 

No. 20. Reference from the Kansas Presbytery. Read and re- 
ferred to the special committee on the homestead oath. 

Fifty dollars from Mr. David Dill of Winchester, Kansas, were 
laid on the table of Synod, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Wm. Brown, Trustee and Treasurer of Synod, reported. Re- 
port referred to Committee on Finance. Mr. Brown also tendered 
his resignation, which was referred to the Committee on. Missions. 

Communications from Revs. John McAuley and John Wallace, 
gi?iug reasons for absence from this meeting, were presented. 

The committee appointed at last Synod to secure a site and 
erect a seminary building, reported. It is as follows : 

The committee appointed at last meeting of Synod to secure a site, jteport'of 
and erect a suitable seminar v buildino:, make the following; statements of ^^''^^^^^'^ 
tneir proceedmgs : suiidicg. 

Daring the sessions of last Synod, Mr. Kelly, an esteemed and in flu- 
eotial citizen of Wilkinsburg, stated to several persons that he purposed 
making an offer to the church of two and a half acres of ground in the 
village of Wilkinsburg, for a seminary site. 

This offer was made by Mr. Kelly, in accordance with his promise, 
shortly after the adjournment of Synod. 

The location was visited by the members of the committee, and a sub- 
eommittee appointed to confer with Mr. Kelly as to the terms of the 
proposed donation. 

The offer appeared to be coupled with conditions, with which the com- 
nittee thought it not advisable to comply. Mr. Kelly, however, assures 
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uepcTt of us that we can have it upon our terms, and has already made oat a deed 
on's^iinary ^^^ ^^® property in fee simple, ready to be given as soon as accepted. 
BuiidtDg. The site is a beautiful one, on the side of a hill, commanding a fine 

view of the surrounding country, which is mostly dotted with the reei- 
dences of the wealthy business men of Pittsburgh. It is about four min- 
utes walk from the railroad depot at Wilkinsburg, and just seven miles 
from the Union Depot in Pittsburgh. The estimated value of this truly 
princely offer is from fifteeen to twenty thousand dollars. 

The people of Pittsburgh and Alle<^heny, being burdened with the cost 
of new and expensive churches, were somewhat backward in making any 
proposition. They have now spoken, however, and to the purpose, flight 
. thousand five hundred dollars are already pledged, which sum may be 
increased to ten or twelve thousand. The estimated cost of a site in 
Allegheny City is from six to ten thousand dollars. 

In the mean time a proposal has been published in the magazine, from 
Mr. Hilton, a spirited member of the church in N'ewburgh. Mr. Hilton 
proposes to sell a property, consisting of five and seven^tenth acres of 
land, with a frame house comparatively new, in first rate order, and con- 
taining twenty one rooms, valued at from twenty to twenty-five thousand 
dollars, for eighteen thousand. Mr. Hilton, we understand, proposes to 
become responsible for ten thousand dollars, provided the seminary be 
located in Newburgh, so that this magnificent property can be obtained 
for eight thounand dollars. The site is one of unrivalled beauty, com- 
manding a view of twenty-five miles on the Hudson from West Point to 
Poughkeepsie, the city of Newburgh, towns of Cornwall, Fishkill, New 
* Windsor, &c.; of the surrounding country, in all directions for from five 
to twenty miles; in the far distance are seen the mountain ranges, 
Showangunk, Catskills, and Green Mountains of Vermont, nearer those 
in the neighborhood of Fishkill, Newburgh and West Ppint. 

In addition to these, T. S. Lynn, a liberal member of the church, of 
the city of Rochester, New York, offers a lot upon one of the best ave- 
nues in the city, worth eight thousand dollars, and certain members of 
the Kochester congregation offer to raise, if it be accepted, six thousand. 
The Pittsburgh Presbytery also ' donate Westminster College, worth, 
at the very least, six thousand dollars, provided the seminary be located 
in their bounds. 

An architect has been employed to furnish a plan of such a buildiog 
as would be desirable. The estimated 'cost is twenty -five thousand dol- 
lars. 

The majority of the committee is decidedly in favor of Allegheny City 
as the location of the seminary. This being its present location, they did 
not feel warranted to make any chaoge. In view of these magnificeat 
offers, however, your committee hesitated to make a final decision, and 
decided to refer the whole matter to the decision of Synod. The above 
statement is laid before you in the full confidence that your judgment 
will approve the course pursued. 

J. R. W. Sloane, Chairman. 

Report laid on the table and made the order of the day for 
Saturday morning. 

The order of the day, the hearing of Presbyterial Reports, was 
taken up. The reports of New York, Rochester, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Ohio, Lakes, Illinois, Iowa and Kansas Presbyteries, 
'Were read and referred to the Committee on Presbyterial Re- 
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3ort3. So much in the report of the Lakes Presbytery as refers 
:o National Reform, was referred to the Committee on National 
Reform, and that which relates to the observance of the Sabbath, 
was referred to a special committee consisting of Rev. P. H. 
Wylie, J. C. Smith and John McWilliams. So much of the report 
of the Illinois Presbytery as refers to Indianapolis, was referred to 
the Committed on Finance. 

The Committee to prepare a minute on the death of Rev. Samuel 
Sterritt reported. The report was read, adopted, and is as fol- 
lows: 

The Committee to prepare a notice of the death of the late Rev. 
Samuel Sterritt present the following : 

The ministry of our deceased brother extended over a period of twen- 5®''°'^' ?' 
ty-tour years, lie was Lhe pastor successively of three congregations — on demise of 
Little Beaver, &c., North Jackson and Oedarville. As a pastor, he left ^'^^ '^ 

in the hearts of the people a grateful reo&embrance of his worth. Kind, 
faithful and earnest, he approved himself to his Master, and endeared 
himself to those who enjoyed his ministrations. We remember him as a 
punctual and diligent member of our courts, seeking the peace and pros- 
perity of the Church. At the last meeting of Synod, he was deeply in- 
terested in the work of covenanting, and took an active^part in the per- 
formance of this duty in the congregations of his Presbytery. 

The death of Mr. Sterritt was sudden. He preached as usual on the 
preceding Sabbath. In the evening he was attacked with inflammation 
of the stomach. During the succeeding week the disease was partially 
relieved, but returned again with increased violence, and on the following 
Sabbath, October 27th, 1871, terminated his life. 

To his widow and children we tender our warmest sympathies. To 
Him who is a very present help in trouble, we commend them. They 
that trust in him are blessed. 

Let us be admonished to be diligent in our Master's service, that when 
the time for our release comes, we may be found at our post, and pass from 
work to reward. 

Thos. Sproull, Chairman, 

The Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary re- 
ported. Report read, and referred to the Committee on the Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

The Board of Church Extension reported. Report accepted, 
and referred to the Committee on Missions, except so much as re- 
fers to finance, which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Item 4 of report of unfinished business, under consideration 
at adjournment last evening, was taken up, amended, adopted, and 
is as follows : 

The Committee on Temperance, to which was referred the item fromjeportof 

.It-..- 1 t^ 1 / Committee 

the rittsburgh Presbytery, report : on Temper- 

That whether .we consider the vast number of liquor shops in the *°°®- 
villages, cities and towns, or the records of the police courts, or the 
statistics of the alms-houses, jails and penitentiaries, or the revenue 
derived by the Government from ardent spirits, or witness the in- 
creasing poverty, degradation and misery of multitudes in our large 
cities, we have conclusive evidence that drunkenness is greatly on 
the increase in this country. Yet we rojoice to say this is not true re- 
specting the Christian community in general, and specially it is not 
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Report of true respeotiog the Reformed Presbyterian Ohurch. In oar day a 
OD T?m^. ^eat and salutary, though still partial, reformation has been effected. 
anee. The Sideboard, with its supply of liquors, no longer in Ohristian families 

lures to ruin. The pastor can visit his flook without being tempted to 
drink. Friends can visit each other without having the bottle presented 
to them under the guise of hospitality. Farmers gather their largest 
harvests without aid from the jug, and very generally the soul-destroyiog 
traffic has passed into the hands, or under the control, of the open or real 
servants of the Devil. The action of our supreme judicatory at Utioa, 
Ohio, in 1841, declaring the traffic in ardent spirits for luxurious pur- 
poses, and as a beverage, to be scandalous and inconsistent with a Chris- 
tian profession, had a salutary effect upon the church, and drove out of 
the nefarious traffic those among us who then dealt in ardent spirits. 

We rejoice, also, that there is a powerful and growing opposition to 
this great evil outside the church ; a power that in some of the States 
has been felt even in the halls of legislation. Laws have been enacted 
whioh, if efficiently executed, will lessen the power of the liquor traffic, 
and greatly relieve society from its destructive influence. Some of the 
New England States, with Michigan, Iowa, Illinois and Ohio, should be 
mentioned with honor. They have done nobly in putting this monstei 
upon the defensive and setting limits to the power of the great destroyer. 
We rejoice in this triumph. The form of opposition to drunkenness and 
promoting temperance, however, has entirely changed. The neighborhood 
associations comprising the moral worth of the community, where old and 
young, parents and children, met together to receive instruction and take 
counsel to promote the good work, and in which the gospel ministry oc- 
cupied a prominent position, and performed much of the labor, have 
almost ceased to exist ; and instead we have numerous secret societies 
of various orders, composed chiefly of the young, organized under the 
name of Temperance. They possess many of the objectionable features 
of the secret societies, against which the church has long testified, and 
prevent us from uniting with them in prosecuting a good work. Their 
initiation, ceremonies and high-sounding titles, their sentinel at the door 
of the lodge, their refusal to permit any to enter without the pass word, 
and their solemn obligations not to divulge the business, transactions, 
signs, pass-words or private working, are utterly repugnant to the 
teachings of God's word, the freedom and manliness of Christian charao- 
ter, and to the whole spirit of the religion of Christ. Organizations of a 
character so concealed from public view are not necessary to promote a 
good cause, and they ^ill utterly fail to promote a general reformation. 
Yet the charm of secrecy, the high-sounding titles of their officers, their 
showy regalia, their increasing numbers and conscious political power, 
have great attractions for the young, and some baptized members, ardent 
friends of temperance, whom the church cannot afford to loose, have 
identified themselves with these orders, and they are giving their time, 
strength, influence and money to promote their prosperity. And sad ex- 
perience proves that in proportion as they become interested in these or- 
ders they lose much of their interest in their home and sympathy with 
the church and her work. And, is there not a cause ? The chnrch 
does not occupy the position which she should, nor even the position 
which she formerly did in the temperance reformation. Jjixplam it as 
we may, there is a wide-spread indifference to the ravages of drunkenness 
everywhere around us. The poverty, misery, crime and death with 
which it fills the land, do not arouse the great majority of Christians, even 
among us, to earnest prayer and persevering effort against this giant evil* 
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This apathy is one source of the power of secret societies, and the great Report of 
means by which they prejudice the minds of the young against the^^^JfpJJ, 
shurch. The church should declare the whole traffic, the buying and ance. 
use, as well as the sale, of ardent spirits for a beverage to, be scandalous. 
If it be a sin and scandal contrary to the word of God and a Christian 
profession for a man claiming to be redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and 
in part sanctified by his Spirit to stand behind a bar and deal out to his 
customers that which is destructive to both soul and body, (" For th<». 
drunkard shall not inherit the kingdom 6f God,") what shall we say of 
the professed Christian who stands before the bar to aid him in the ac- 
cursed traffic, who pays for and drinks the ruinous beverage, who, by his 
conduct and the influence of his example as a professing Christian, en- 
courages the young and thoughtless to enter the path of the drunkard, 
and sometimes even those who had broken the chains of drunkenness, to 
enter again upon the same course. Is he adorning the gospel ? Is he 
making his light so to shine before others that they seeing his good works 
may glorify our Father which is in heaven ? In vain do we sorrow over 
the ignorance, degradation and misery of the heathen, if we permit drink- 
ing habits in those who are in our families and in the pews of our church, 
while we refuse to notice the sinner till he can be proved a drunkard, and 
then act only to cut him off a dead member from the fellowship of the 
church, and leave him henceforth without sympathy or help, as a heathen 
man and a publican. We think the time has come to enforce the whole 
act of 1841, and drive the purchase, use, and distribution, as well as the 
sale, of intoxicating drinks, as a beverage, entirely from a place among 
Qtl in the church. 
We, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 
Resolved, 1. That Synod place on the list of its Standing Committees 
a Committee on Temperance, which shall annually submit a paper on the 
subject to Synod, which, as adopted, shall be printed, with the minutes, 
for the benefit of the church. 

Resolv^-d, 2. That pastors be directed to pres^ch, at least once during 
the synodical year, on the sin of intemperance, and otherwise as they 
liave opportunity, use diligence to promote temperance in the community 
where they respectively reside. 

,'Re8oIoedj 3. That Synod condemns as scandalous, the manufacture. 
Bale, purchase or use of intoxicating drinks for luxurious purposes, and as 
a beverage, and hereby warns its members against these sins as destructive 
to soul and body, and as bringing reproach upon the cause of Christ, and 
that Synod reiterates its injunction to sessions to enforce the law of the 
Church. 

Resolved^ 4. That the Standing Committee on Temperance be directed 
to inquire into^ and report at next meeting of Synod, all that they can 
find out respecting the character, constitution, principles, obligations, 
4c., &c., of the various orders of secret societies now organized under the 
name of Temperance. 

Respectfully submitted. Andrew Stevbnson, 

D. B. WiLLSON, 

J. A. McKes. 

Synod took a recess to 1} o'clock p. M. 

Same Pla.cs, 1} o'clock p. ic. 

After recess the court came to order. All the members present 
except D. Boyd, James Kennedy and McCartney, who soon ap- 
peared. 
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The respective Committees on the Records of the New York, 
Rochester, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Ohio, Illinois and Iowa 
Presbyteries report, that they *' find in them nothing contrary to 
the law and order of the church." 

The Committee on the Records of the Lakes Presbytery report 
that they find in them nothing contrary to the law and order of 
the Church, except the action of said Presbytery in reference to 
the complaint of Rev. John 'Wallace, on which the committee does 
not pass judgment, as the matter will come before the court on the 
said complaint now on Synod's table. 

The sermon of the late Moderator, preached at the opening of 
Synod, was requested for publication in the Reformed PreshyU- 
rian and Covenanter. 

The Committee on the Signs of the Times, reported. Report 
accepted and adopted, and is as follows : 

CommH^tee ^^^ sjnodical year j US t ended has borne testimony to the providential 
on Siena of government of Him "who ruleth by his power forever, whose eyes be- 
lUe Times, g^j^ ^^^ nations.'* God has given us abundant harvests, great business 
prosperity, health and peace. 

The energy that has pushed forward the development of the system of 
internal improvement to such an astonishing extent in our country, has 
not relaxed its efforts. New thoroughfares are daily opened, and new 
regions penetrated by the great arteries of commercial life. Invention 
lightens labor, and the investigation of the laws of nature leads to new 
discoveries, that conduce to man's comfort and increase his wealth. 
QvM»w of The wars that shook the old world have ceased, and peace repairs the 
ThauksgiT- .wastes and desolations of strife. 

The governments of America and England have given a grand exam- 
ple of the influence of Chri3tianitj in their mutual agreement to settle 
their national diflSculties by arbitration. 

Liberty, both civil and religious, contiuues to assert and vindicate 
itself in the very presence of Antichrist. 

Protestantism has become a fixed fact in Spain, Italy and Mexico. 
The overthrow of the power of France, and of Imperialism in France, 
has resulted in the annihilation of the temporal power of the Papacy, 
and the serious diminution of the prestige of Popery in all the east, 
from Italy to Japan ; while the grand council of Roman prelates has pro- 
duced a revolt of fornaidable dimensions, known as the Old Catholic 
Church in Austria, Germany and Bohemia. 

Christian missions have entered on their second and permanent stage 
in many heathen countries, by the ordination and installation of native 
pastors over the churches, and the consequent nationalizing of Christian- 
ity with much increase of influence and power. 

In our own church we gratefully observe general peace and increaseof 
earnestness, growing consciousness of power, development of liberality 
and additions to the number of our con^jregations. 

We have at length been enabled to honor the principle and observe the 
ordinance of covenanting. The example set by Synod has been followed 
by nearly all the congregations, and with great unanimity of feeling. 

The church is extending rapidly westward, until one congregation re- 
poses in the shadows of the Rocky Mountains, and others here and there 
blossom in the vast plains of the far west. 

Our Theological Seminary sends forth young men highly acceptable 
to the church, and the demand for them is greater than the supply. 
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Divines, jurists and scholars of varioos deDomioations, of the first rank 
in talent, learning and Christian character, have most triumphantly vin- 
dicated our great principle of GodV authority and Christ's headship over 
the nation, and, followed by large numbers of earnest men, have thor- 
oughly identified themselves with the cause of National Reform, on 
Christian principles. 

For these, and other causes of gratitude, Synod appoints the day ap- 
pointed for national thanksgiving as a day of thanksgiving to God, the 
giver of every good and perfect gift. 

The passing year has furnished ground for humiliation and sorrow. Slsuag?*^ 
Our faith has been too weak to obtain the blessing of a revival of relig- 
ion. Some portions of the church have been alflicted by gross sins and 
scandals. The spirit of schism has not been wholly cast out, and dis- 
sension lifts up its baleful front against the peace of the church. We 
suffer from thorns in the flesh, factions, discontented spirits, and sloth- 
ful, ease-loving office bearers. The spirit of consecration is wanting. We 
have not offered the dew of our youth to the Lord, and hence the felt 
deficiency in the supply of ministers for our pulpits. Prayer has been 
withheld. The showers of grace have not fallen, and the seed sown by 
the ministry of the word lies dry and cold on the furrows where it fell. 

Religion still suffers, because purity of doctrine and life is less es- 
teemed and less preached than activity and bustle about religion. 

Silent and unobtrusive service of Christ is pushed into corners by pre- 
tentious, of&cious men and schemes. 

The nation refuses to honor Christ. Venality, fraud, covetousness and 
duplicity rule the political organizations that claim the suffrages of the 
people, and ent^r as prime factors in the contest for political supremacy. 

The progress of the world's conversion is slow ; in fact, Christianity is 
scarcely an element of consideration in the population of the heathen 
world ; while the principles of the gospel exercise little influence on the 
social life as the administration of government throughout Christeidom. 

Infidelity boldly blasphemes, saying, " Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey him?" 

Sabbath breaking is rampant and defiant. 

Impurity holds high carnival. Indecency is the chief attraction of 
the theatre, the circus and the minstrel troupe, and draws to these 
exhibitions crowds of the foolish and wanton. Representations of nudity 
arrest the eye everywhere, placarding walls and showboards. Licentious 
illustrated newspapers and storied of crime fiow in a wide-spread inun- 
dation of filth, gorging the eyes and hearts of myriads of craving 
readers, polluting and destruyiog the youth of the land. 

Greed strikes hands with maddening lust for driok to break down any 
harrier to universal intoxication, with its horrid train of murders, ad ul to- 
nes, diseases, poverty, wretchedness and death ; and this accursed league 
threatens to master our country. 

For these, and other evils affecting the honor of Christ, the purity of 
religion, the welfare of society and the church, Synod appoints the second 
Thursday of January, 1873, rs a day of fasting and prayer in all our con- 
gregations. J. McCraoken, Chairman 

Item 1 of the report of unfinished business wus taken up. The committee 
committee reported that they have no ameDdments to make on the o?den ^^ "^^ 
** Rules of Order/' The consideration of this whole subject was 
postponed until the next meeting of Synod and the Clerk instruct 
^ to send printed copies to the clerks of the different Piesby 
eries. 



206 Minutes of the St/nod of tht 

DmmittM SjDod ordered the name of David Osborn to be inserted in the 
rop^ty. place of Daniel Osborn in the resolution of last Synod on the 

property of John Black, and the name of Joseph C. Dougherty in 

the place of Lebbeus T. Gill. 
The Committee on Queries for Presbyterial Visitation reported. 

Report accepted, adopted and is as follows : 

«portof The Committee on Queries for Presbyteria. Visitation report as follows: 
D QaeriM Tour Committee was appointed under the 4th item in the Report of 
*riai vis^/ the Committee on Discipline at the session of Synod in 1870 ; see print- 
ation. ed minutes, p. 235. 

Whereas, it is desirable that the questions addressed by Presbyteries te 
pastors and other officers of congregations in presbjterial visitation 
should be presented in a common form, therefore, Retolved^ that a oom- 
mittee be appointed to prepare a series of such questions, and report at 
next meeting of Synod. 

We recommend the following Queries : 

1. To THi Pastor. — 1. Do vou make diligent and conscientious 
£S2n *' preparation for your pulpit exercises ? 

2. Do you study the word of God with application to your own heart, 
before you preach it to others ? And do you endeavor, by a simple and 
earneet presentation of the truth, by all means to reach the hearts and 
consciences of your hearers ? 

3. Do you make it your great object by preaching Christ and him 
crucified to save the souls of your hearers, '* preaching not yourself, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord V 

4. Do you endeavor, bj your own life and example, to commend to 
others the gospel which you preaeh ? 

5. In your public ministrations, do yen preach the whole truth of 
God, urging to the performance of every known duty, and warning your 
hearers against the practice of sin, and especially of besetting sin, as also 
against prevailing public sins ? 

6. Do you give a due portion of your ministrations to the exposition 
of Scripture by lecturing on consecutive portions thereof, and by explain- 
ing the morning Psalm, as well as to the illustration and application of 
Bible truth in the form of sermon ? 

7. Do jou give due prominence in your ministrations to the distinc- 
tive principles and testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
showing the evil of immoral civil relations, and warning the people 
against all acts that may directly or indirectly involve an acknowledge 
ment of the morality of the Constitution of the United States, while it 
continues to ignore the existence of God, the reign of the Messiah, and 
the obligation of the divine law ? 

8. Do you visit and catechize yeur congregation at least every alter- 
nate year. 

9. Do you visit and pray with the members of your congregation in 
their sickness and other troubles, when called, or when informed of their 
afflicted condition? 

10. Do you encourage society-keeping by your presence and other- 
wise? 

11. Do you give special attention to the young in the congregation, 
and seek to reclaim the wayward and the erring ? 

'12. Do you attend regularly the meetings of Presbytery and Synod 7 
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13. Do the elders snstain and assist yoa in taking the oversight of 
the congregation, both as a session and elders individually ? Po they visit 
the sick and the afflicted ? Do they regularly attend and take the over- 
sight of the prayer meetings in their several districts ? 

14. Do you receive a sufficient pecuniary support from your congrega- 
tion to enable you to devote your whole time to the work of the ministry ? 
And is such support regularly and punctually paid ? 

15. Is your whole (ime left free from other employments to be devoted 
to the service of the congregation, public and private ? 

16. Are the ordinances of the gospel regularly administered in the 
congregation ? The Lord's supper, how frequently ? Are the days ef 
fasting and thanksgiving appointed by Synod observed in accordance with 
the Directory for Worship? 

IL To THE Eldxbship. — 1. Do you concur in the answers given by BwEfr *** 
your pastor ? 

2. Does the session require all who are admitted to the membership 
of the church to have read and to approve of the subordinate standards 
of the Keformed Presbyterian Church, as well as the sacred Scriptures on 
which they are based ? And further, does session require a certificate of 
moral character of every one admitted, or that the person be known to 
the session or some one of its members who shall certify his or her respec- 
tability of character ? 

3. Except such as are certified from the congregations of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, are all applicants examined with respect to 
their knowledge of divine touth, their soundness in the faith and testi- 
mony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and the evidence they give 
of personal piety by attending to the duties of religion, and having a 
conversation worthy of the gospel ? And further, do you require of such 
as are admitted a promise that they will avoid all acts that might compro- 
mise the testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church ? 

4. Are the ignorant, the scandalous, and the profane excluded from 
the fellowship of the church ? . ^ 

5. Do you endeavor to exercise discipline without respect to the fear 
or favor of any ? 

6. Do the elders severally support and aid their pastor not only in the 
exercise of government, but also by visiting the congregation, especially 
Bach as are sick or in trouble ? 

7. Do the elders use their personal bfluence with the young in the 
oongregation, and seek to reclaim the wayward and the erring ? 

8. Is the congregation districted among the members of session ? Do 
yon have meetings for prayer in your several districts, and are these 
attended with regularity by the elders in ^ose districts ? 

9. Do the elders, severally, regularly attend the meetings of session, 
and those of the superior courts, when delegated thereto • by session ? 

^ Does the Bessicui regularly appoint delegates to the superior judicatories ? 

10. Are the ordinances of religion, social and public, attended by the 
congregation with regularity ? 

11. Do yon visit from house to house with your pastor in your re- 
spective districts ? 

12. Have yon a Sabbath school ? Is it well attended ? Have you a 
congregational library ? 

13. Are the collections ordered by Synod regularly taken up ? And 
do you go before the people in their contributions for charitable and re- 
ligious purposes ? 
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14. To the whole pession : 

Do you coDcur in the answers given by your representative f 

Do yon make it yonr study, prayer and endeavor to watoh for souls as 1 
those that must give account'/ k 

Upon the whole, what i« your opinion of the state of religion in the 
congregation ? Is is it advancing or declining ? ] 

Queries to HI. To THE DiAOONS. — 1. Do you ondcavor in the fear of God to 

licaoone. exercisc the office of the deacon well ? 

2 Do the members of the congregation contribute, as far as you can 
judge, according to their ability for religious purposes f Do you go be- 
fore the people in all snch contributions ? 

3. Are there any poor in the congregation requiring the aid of th 
church ? How are they provided for ? 

4. What mode is followed to meet the necessary ezpensos of the con- 
gregation 7 

5 What is the amount of salary paid to your pastor ? Is it in year 
judgment sufficient for his comfortable support ? 

6. Are there any arrearages. 

We recommend, that where it is attainable the visitation shall take 
place in the presence of the whole Presbytery, who shall keep a record of 
the answers given to the respective queries. 

When this is not attainable, the visitation shall be conducted by a 
commission of Presbytery, consisting of not less than two ministers and ii 
one ruling elder. The commission shall make a record of the answers to 
the queries, and report the same to the Presbytery at its next meeting, 
with a statement of the condition of the congregation. 

Bespectfully submitted, 8. Bowden, Chairman. 

The report of the Board of Education was taken up and recom- 
mitted to the same Board. 
Next meet- Synod Tcsolved to hold its next meeting in the First Reformed 
ingofsyiiod. prggbytj^ri^n church, in Northwood, on the 4th Friday of May, 

1873, at 6 o'clock, p, m. 
Moderator's The Rcv, J. McCracken was appointed the Moderator's alternate 
aitt-rnate. ^^ preach tho Opening sermon at next Synod. 
Report of ^^^ Tcport of the Committee on Discipline was taken up. Paper 
couimittee No. 1 was taken up and recommitted to tho Committee on Disci- 
pline.^*^' pline to report action. Item 3. The report of Committee on Un- 
finished Business and all the papers on the Stott case were taken 
up. While a motion to dispose of this whole matter by adopting 
the resolution of tho Committee on Discipline of Synod of last 
year, was pending, the court adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Same Placb, Saturday, June 1, 1872, 9 o'clock a.m. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. After spending 
a half hour in devoiional services the court proceeded to business. 
Minutes read, amended and adopted. 

The Committee on National Reform reported. The report was 
accepted and made the order of the day for Monday afternoon. 

The General Secretary on National Reform presented his report, 
which was made the order of the day in connection with the Report 
of the Committee on National Reform. 
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The subject of Missions was made the second order of the day 
Dr Monday afternoon. 

The Committee on Discipline reported on paper No. 1 recom- 
aitted to them yesterday. Report read, and laid on the table for 
he present. 

The report of the Committee on the Seminary Building, which 
ras made the order of the day for this morning, was taken up for 
onsideration. 

The rule requiring adjournment of the court at 12 o'clock M. 
ras suspended for the present. While the report on the Seminary 
building was under discussion, Synod adjourned with prayer to 
neet on Monday, at 9 o'clock, a. m. 

Saicb Plage, Monday, June 8, 1872, 9 o'clock ▲. ic. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. The first half-hour 
ras spent in devotional services. Minutes read, amended and ap- 
proved. 

The Committee on the Travelling Fund reported. The report 
ras accepted, adopted, and is as follows : 

The Oommittee on the Travelling Fund would respectfully report : R«portof 
That the apportionment of Synod was at 30 cents per member, $2,- ^°^^^^ 
S60.40. The total amount cootribnted is $2,429.40. We have distrib- TraTeUing 
ited the funds on the basis of Synod's apportionment, as in former years, ^°°^' 
leducting from each Presbytery its own deficiency. The rate per cent 
B 1.15^. 
The following is a full exhibit of the fund : 

PTMbytwlM. 

New York, 

Philadelphia, 

Bochester, 

Pittoburgh, 

Ohio. 

Lakes, 

Illinois. 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Total, 



at 80c. 
per member. 

$717.00 
212.70 
176.60 
614.70 
141.80 
201.00 
284.60 
241.80 
121.80 









Amomnt 




Amount 


Detcit. 


Bxpeuef. 


at 


LeM 


receired. 






1.169-10. 


defidt. 


$690.10 


$26.90 


$886.68 


$888.98 


$362.03 


211.26 


1.46 


121.02 


140.26 


188.81 


126.00 


49.60 


102 06 


118.27 


68.77 


614.70 




48461 


608.71 


603.71 


119.96 


21.86 


106.26 


128.14 


101.79 


166 60 


84.40 


844.20 


898.92 


864.62 


284.60 




408.00 


472.87 


472 87 


184.90 


66.90 


860.96 


418.86 


861.46 


81.80 


40.60 


81.60 


94.67 


64.07 



$2,660.40 $2,429.40 $281.00 $2,294.26 $2,669.02 $2,428.02 

FracUonai balance, 1.88 1 88 

$2,660.40 $2,429.40 

lit will be seen bj the above that the rate i^er eent. is larger than eyer 
More, some of the Presbyteries receiving a considerable surplus over 
their expenses. The main reason of the large per centage of distribution 
18 that there is a small delegation from the more distant parts of the 
west. William Graham, ChcUrman. 

The committee appointed at last Synod to report on the subject oommittee 
of oreanisins sub-synods, was directed to report at the next meet-Bub-synoda. 
ingof Synod. 

The Committee on Missions reported. Report accepted and 
liid on the table for the present. 

The Committee on Finance reported. Report accepted and laid 
on the table for the present. 

14 
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Minutes of the Synod of the 



Report of 
C-ommitteo 
on the 
Sabbath 
Qnestlon. 



The Committee on the " Sabbath Question " reported. Reporl 
accepted, amended, adopted and is as follows : 

The Committee appointed with regard to the desecration of the Sab' 
bathf would respectfully report : 

That the oommeocement of the movement referred to in the report of 
Lakes Presbytery, was in a convention, denominated a religious con- 
vention, composed of members of three branches of the Presbyterian 
Church, and also of the Methodist Church, in .which the question was 
proposed, " How can Christians best counteract the public desecration of 
the holy Sabbath ?'' There was entire unanimity of sentiment in regard 
to the enormity of the evil ; and a committee was appointed to obtain as 
nearly as possible simultaneous action by the judicatories of all the re- 
ligious bodies represented in the convention, so as to bring the united in- 
fluence of the entire Christian church to bear on the subject. In view 
of the movement thus commenced in the providence of God, your com- 
mittee is of opinion that it is the duty of Synod to embrace the oppo^ 
tunity to bear a testimony in the behalf of the divine institution of tba 
Sabbath ; that it is ofle of Heaven's best gifts to man ; that the whole day 
should be observed in the public and private exercises of Gh>d's worsbipj 
and that the day cannot be diverted from its original design, or employed 
in secular employments, whether by many or by few, without thereby 
committing great sin, and so laying ourselves liable to the righteous judg- 
ments of God. Ez 22 : 26, 31, '^ Her priests have violated mylaw, and have 
profaned mine holy things : and have hid their eyes from my Sabbaths. 
Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them ; I have 
consumed them with the fire of my wrath ; their own way have I 
recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God." 

It is a fact known and admitted that many of the railroidjoorporatiom 
do, in the most public and notorious manner, throughout the entire 
country, violate the holy Sabbath, and alsj that it is violated publicly in 
many other ways. We therefore recommend the following : 

1. That it is the duty of the Christian church to warn all who are im- 
plicated in this matter, of their great guilt, and consequent danger ; and 
to urge them in the most affectionate and earnest manner to turn from 
their sin to God, as does the apostle, 2 Cor. 5:20, "We pray you 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.*' And as does Daniel, 4 : 27, 
" Break off thy sins by righteousness, if it may be a lengthening of 
thy tranquillity.'' 

2. That Synod appoint a committee to confer with similar committees 
that may be appointed by other religious bodies, that so the united influ- 
ence of the entire Christian church may be used with those engaged in 
this great sin. i 

3. If the other religious bodies do not take action in the case, tnat 
this committee be instructed to lay before them the duty and importanoe 
of action. And in the mean time, to use all the influence that they can 
command to check the evil. 

Eespectfully submitted. P. H. Wylie, Chairman, 

Revs. P. H. Wylie, and H. H. George and J. S. Johnston, wen 
Conference, appointed a committoe to carry out the resolutions in the abov( 
report. 

The Board of Education reported. Report accepted and lai 
on the table for the present. 
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The Committee on the Theological Seminary reported. Report 
accepted and laid on the table for the present. 

The subject before Synod at the hour of a-djournment on Satur- 
day, the consideration of the location of the Seminary, was taken 
up, and while under consideration the court took a recess to 1^ 
clock p. M. 

Same Pla.cs, 1} o'clock p. m. 

After recess Synod came to order. All the members present 
except D. Boyd and P. P. Boyd, who soon appeared. 

The Committee on " Pieces of Trial for Licensure," reported. 
Beport accepted, adopted, and is as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider the propriety of changing the Report of 
pieces of trial for licensure, would respectfully report : on iSai for 

That the prenent rule of procedure in conducting examinations for ^^'^^'^^"''^ 
licensure and ordination, is substantially the same as that adopted at the 
Second Beformation, and in use ever since. It is found in the West- 
minster Form of Church Government, under the heading, " Directory for 
Ordination of Ministers/' We are not aware that our church has any 
positive legislation on the subject; but the present order was the practice, 
even before the constitution of the Synod. (See minutes of Presbytery, 
held at Conococheague, Oct. 6, 1807.) 

The particular point to which the attention of Synod has been called 
by the Pittsburgh Presbytery, is the propriety of dispensing with the 
iMtm Themis, as furnishing no proper test of the candidate's ability to 
preach the word. 

We would observe that the Latin Thesis, like many other parts of the 
examination for licensure, affords a test of scholarship — that the candi- 
date is no " novice ;" and in our day of revived and reviving classical 
learning, and when, after thorough discipline, the world is settling down 
into the conviction of the great importance of classical literature, any- 
' thing that would tend to lower the standard in this department of edu- 
ction, would, in our opinion, be highly inexpedient. Besides, a good 
knowledge of the Latin language is essential to the successful prosecu- 
tion of theological study. 

We would, therefore, recommend that Synod at present make no change 
in this particular. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

William Milroy, Chairman. 

" The Special Committee " on Petitions on Covenanting, &c., re- 
ported. Report accepted and laid on the table for the present. 

The Committee to raise the Memorial Fund reported. Report 
lecepted, adopted, and is as follows : 

The Committee appointed to secure the raising of $20,000 for the Report ot 
Seminary building, make the following report : on^Memormi 

In the eastern Presbyteries, every effort has been made by your Com- ^"**<^- 
nittee to raise their proportion of the amount desired. They have held 
repeated meetings in the city of New York ; the pastors have been all 
written to, and a number of the congregations visited in person ; but in 
consequence of the inability of the Seminary Building Committee to find 
the location, but little has been done in these Presbyteries. 

We report the following donations from these Presbyteries : 
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Report of Ifew TotJc Preibuterv, 



OoBimlttoe 
on Momorial 

rnad. IstBoeton 600 00 



BoTina ...4600 00 



$1^00 00 
PhUaddphia Prtibyteiy,^ 

Ist Philadelphia 41600 00 

2d « 600 00 

3d " 200 00 

Baltimore 225 00 

GoQOOocheagae 75 00 



$1,700 00 
Bochetter I\'€ttjfteiy, 

Bamsej ^ ^ « tll4 10 

Liabon 123 50 



$237 60 

In the eentral Presblrteriefl the aame difficulty has preitonted lii| 
contribntionB, except the munifioent offers made oottditionallj on til 
Seminary being erected in a certain place, of Which the detaila are state 
in the report of the Local Committee. 

We report the following contributions : 

Pittdmrgh Preehyttry, 

Slippery Rock, &c ^. $400 00 

Springfield, ifcc .* 800 00 

South Union 112 00 

Brookland, &o 100 00 

J. Carson, Oil Creek 25 00 

North Jackson and Poland 500 00 



$1,437 00 
Ohio Presbytery, 

Utica $600 00 

NewConeord 800 00 

Jonathan's Creek and Middle Wheeling 500 00 

$1,900 00 
Lahee Pretbytery, 

2d Miami, pd $521 00 

Rushsylvania 189 00 

Macedon 67 00 

Rev. J. R. Hill, Southfield 25 00 

Lake Eliza 103 00 

Cedar Lake 250 00 



$1,145 00 



- Contributions of the western Presbyteries to the Seminary baildii 
Fund are as follows : 
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OMh. 

Chnrcbill cong ^ $ 40 00 

Old Bethel «« 78 60 

Blkhom «« 67 60 

Bethel *« ., 168 00 

Staonton «« k.... 612 00 

Betbeflda « ..:. 848 00 

IProm D. 0. Farii. «. « 6 00 

Clftriadft cong « 66 00 

'Winchester «< ^ 64 00 



•••••• ••••••••••• •«• 



Sharon «* 

Behoboth << ^ 

Lind Grove <* 70 00 

Albia " « 20 00 

Vernon «< n 54 UO 

VtlnntOity" ^ 60 00 



Pj»abl« Ut Oet. 


Total. 




Beport of 


$ 74 60 


$114 60 




Oominlttee 


68 00 


141 60 




•a Memorial 


282 60 


800 00 




iTaiid. • 


14 00 


172 00 






48 00 


100 00 
848 00 








6 00 $1,176 00 




178 00 


284 00 








64 00 


288 00 




200 00 


200 00 






176 00 


176 00 






60 00 


120 00 






66 00 


76 00 






20 00 


74 00 


« 


» 




60 00 


694 00 





Totals ...$1,048 00 $1,116 00 $2,168 00 $2,168 00 

Of this amount there have been remitted to the 

Treasurer of the Seminary $ 700 00 

' Now on hand 848 00 

Still to be collected... 1,116 00 

* $2,168 00 

It is the judgmenti of your committee that, while owing to the reasons 
tboTe named, the amoant desired has not been oontribated, it is only 
necessary to fix the si^ of the Seminary, and so make the way open for 
tke people to display their wonted liberality, in order to raise the $20,- 
000, and more if desired, We recommend that the matter be not allowed 
to rest, but that all efforts be put forth in the seyeral Presbyteries, to 
have the whole amoant necessary subscribed on or before the first day of 
October next. 

Respectfully submitted, S. Bowdin, Chairman. 

The Committee to confer with a Committee of the General Sy- 
nod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church (N.* S.) reported. The 
report was accepted, adopted, and the committee re-appointed. 

The order of the day for this afternoon was postponed for the 
present, and the business before the court before recess was 
resumed. 

Allegheny, Wilkinsburg and Newburgh were nominated asgeminarj 
locations for the Seminary. Allegheny received 25 votes, Wil- '**®***<*'^- 
kinsburg 50, and Newburgh 84. Before the second vote was 
taken the following resolution was adopted : 

Beiolvedy That in case Wilkinsburg be chosen as the location 
for the Seminary, Synod's Board of Trustees be instructed to accept 
the deed of James Kelly, Esq., subject to no condition that would 
oot allow us to convert t^e property to Seminary purposes else- 
wherci should the interests of the church require it hereafter. 

A second vote being tak^n, Wilkinsburg received 70 votes and 
^evj)m|gh 40 votes. On motion, Wilkinsburg was unanimously 
ItM^ppSathe location for the Theological Seminary. 

Tto order of the day, the consideration of the report of thecommittoe 
Committee on National Reform, and the report of the General J^^jj""** 
Secretary, was taken up. Pending the discussion of this subject, 
Synod adjourned to meet to-morrow at 9 o'clock a. m. ^0 
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Sams Place, Tuesday, June 4, 1872, 9 o'clock ▲. M. ' 

Synod met, and was constituted with prayer. The first half 
hou^ was spent in devotional services. 

All the members present, except D. Boyd, Ewji^ig, D. S. Faris, 
J. M. Faris, J. S. Johnston, W. Kennedy, MatheJirs^ C. R. Miller, 
McCrea, Shields, T. Smith, Speer and Waddell, all of whom soon 
appeared. Minutes read, amended and approved, 
on s^'iSLy -^ committee was appointed, consisting of David Gregg and 
Building. Daniel Euwer of Pittsburgh, W. Wills of Wilkinsburg, John Mc- 
Wiliiams and S. K. McGuire of New York, William Hilton of 
Newburgh, Henry Martin of Cincinnati, and Professors Sproull 
and Sloane as ex-officio members, to receive plans and proposals 
for the Theological Seminary building in Wilkinsburg, with in- 
struction to proceed immediately with the work, and, if possible, 
have it enclosed during the present season. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported. The re- 
port was accepted, adopted, and the letters approved and ordered 
to be forwarded. The report is as follows : 

^port of The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have prepared drafts of 
on Foreign letters to the Reformed Presbyterian Synods of Ireland and Scotland^ 
encr^***^"^ which are herewith submitted for the approval of this court. 

J. McOracken, Cliairman. 

The following are the letters from Ireland and Scotland, and the 
replies to the same : 

LETTER FROM THE SYNOD IN IRELAND. 

To the Moderator and Members of the Synod of tlie Reformed Jhreshfte- 
rian. Church in the Unifed States of America , to meet in York, N. 7., 
on Wednesday, 28th May, 1872 : 

th"synod°in Dear BRETHREN — With vcry great pleasure we embrace another op- 
Ireland. portuoity to scud to you, in the far west, our cordial greetings, and to 
renew the assurance of our affectionate desires for your welfare. It is 
often a mlitter of regret to us that, hitherto, we have not been able to 
send across the Atlantic living messengers, to bear in living words our 
yearly message, and to cheer you by their presence. The time, we hope, 
is Cuming, when the brotherly covenant which binds us together will be 
rendered closer, more lovingly binding, by the regular interchange of 
affection conveyed by deputies from both sides of the great ocean. Ii& 
the meantime, by letter, we transmit our sentiments towards yon — ^wd 
express the estimation in which we hold your work for the Master— and 
we write, that you may know our affairs. 

It would be impossible for us not to take a deep interest in all that 
affects you, rememberiDg as we do the many strong and tender ties that 
bind us together. We are one church, bound by the same holy compact^ 
and pledged to unfurl the same grand old banner for Christ's Crown and 
Covenant. Nor can we forsret that many of our best sons, who, for vari- 
ous reasons, have left these shores, are now helping to swell your ranks* 
Brothers, therefore, we hail you, not merely in the ecclesiastical family, 
but brothers also in many, many instances, by the tie of near earthly re- 
lationship. 

Your last letter, dated June 1st, 1871, was received and read before 
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our Synod. The ooDtents of it refreshed and cheered us not a little, and Letter from 
aflForded matter of special thanksgiving unto God. We greatly rejoiced ^eiaud.^*" 
as the news was conveyed to us that you, in the gracious providence of 
G-od, had been led to renew, in a solemn manner, the Covenants of our 
fathers. You have thus performed a duty long contemplated by you — a 
duty regarding which many earnest prayers have been offered up by your 
sons and daughters. It is peculiarly gratifying that, by the wise guid- 
ance of the Spirit of God, you were led so unanimously and so harmoni- 
ously to engage in this important work. By the good hand of your God 
upon you, you have done this praise-worthy deed timeously and well. 
By doing it, you have exhibited to the inhabitants of the great western 
continent the imposing spectacle (never before, we suppose, seen by 
them,) of a band of men of tru^ and pure heart, pledging themselves in 
holy and sure covenant to JehOvah, and binding themselves by a great 
oath, sworn with uplifted hand, to seek, not the attainment of a political 
or worldly object, but the highest end for which the creature exists, 
namely, the glory of the God of heaven. We feel convinced that blessed 
and far-reaching results will follow the making of this holy league — a 
transaction which adds one more to the list of those federal transactions 
by which our church is bound to God, and united also in a close brother- 
hood. These covenant renovations — the one in which you have just 
eogaged — the one in which we, some years ago, were honored to engage — 
and the one which our Scottish brethren contemplate at no distant day — 
cause us to thank God and take courage. Calling up forcibly to the 
memory the glorious and honored past, they show us how our noble- 
minded and devoted sires put the foot down, and they are at the same 
time a firm, determined putting dovfn of our own foot. They are a de- 
claration to the world that we still occupy the same ground as witnesses 
for the whole truth, and that we still tread the ground trodden by fathers 
of blessed memory — martyrs and confessors who dearly loved the truth, 
and who, in the defence of it, when necessity pressed upon them, loved 
not their lives unto the death. Such deeds as that which you have done 
inspire us with a good and joyful hope for the future, ybr they say to us 
ia these days of coldness and indifference, and insolent disregard of the 
rights of our Prince — 

<* The ancient spirit is not dead ; 
\ Old times, we think, are breathing still.'' 

Would that the people of your great country should, in this transition 
period of their history, regard with attention the position which Cove- 
nanters take, and seek, amid the mighty and all-embracing truths em- 
bodied in their testimony, the true answer to the question which is at 
; present agitated, " What constitutes a state V^ While the question re- 
specting the amendment of the constitution of the United States ib being 
disoassed, it is at least something that you have opportunity, at public 
conventions, and by the press, of exhibiting the great principles which 
ought to guide men in their civil relations to each other. Though no 
immediate result may follow your public and faithful advocacy of Chris- 
tian statesmanship — though su^rgested scriptural amendments be not ac- 
cepted by the nation — still, in God's name, you have thrown in the pre- 
oioiis leaven which cannot perish, but which will work until, one day, the 
political whole be leavened. 
Your letter conveys to. us the sad intelligence that God has been making 
I breaches in your ranks, calling home to himself the old man who had 
I labored long and was ripe for his reward ; and also, in his wise, though 
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Letter from mysteriovs dealing, taking away ike young man from labors into wbioli 1/ 
iNiaod^ ^* he had just entered. To you, thus bereaved, we send words of heartfelt |d 
sympathy. May you, as the edge of these trials is keenly felt, be enabled 
to say, devoutly and resignedly, " The will of the liord be done I" 

We rejoice thatj while yon tell ns of the thinning of vonr ranks, yoa 
are also able to tell ns that the Master is raising np, qualifying and send- 
ing forth others to fill the plaoes of those who have fallen. Yoar Semi- 
nary, we are glad to learn, is in a prosperons condition, and is sending 
forth bands of men to do the work of the Lord. It will be both graoefil IB 
and praiseworthy for you to commemorate the recent act of covenant p 
renovation by erecting a suitable building for the Theological Institute. 
We wish you Qod speed in this good work. May the edifice be worthy la 
of the deed which it will commemorate ! / |i 

The past year has been to us in Irelasrd an important one. During it 
we have seen the aecomplishment of an object to which the attention of 
our Synod has long been directed, and on behalf of which our people have 
often addressed supplications to the throne of heavenly grace. We, at 
length, in conjunction with the brethren in Scotland, have a missionary 
in a foreign field. On the 18th of December last, Dr. Martin left our 
shores for Syria, where, after a somewhat exciting passage, he landed 
safely on the 10th of January. Dr. Martin, at an early period of his 
life, devoted himself to the serviee of the Master in a foreign missionary 
field, and is a man of piety and aeal. Our church is entering upon this 
great work in an enthusiastic manner, and she can already reckon up not 
a few tokens of the divine favor in connection with it. Dr. Martin is 
qualified to act as a medical missionary, as well as to preach the gospel. 
He is at present residing with one of your missionaries in Lt^takiyeh, study- 
ing the language, and otherwise preparing for his work, and is much 
cheered by the kind brotherly attention and wise counsels of all the mem- 
bers of your mission. We confidently expect that, by entering upon and 
prosecuting the work, we shall reap a reward which shall show itself in a 
greater measure of success in our work at home. Reaching out thus into 
the heathen world will, ^e doubt not, tend to increase our activity in 
the nearer field. 

You, we rejoice to know, have been entering into more abundant la- 
bors in the interesting field of Syria. You have been enabled to send 
another missionary to take the place of the late lamented Dr. Dodds, and 
along with him and his wife, you have sent an additional female teacher. 
May the blessing of Heaven descend on your labors and upon ours ! May 
they by the Great Lord be given a place in that grand and irresistible 
composition of forces, that shall yet in very deed give to Christ the heath- 
en for his inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos- 
session I 

During the past year our vacant congregations have been getting pas- 
tors ordained over them, and we expect that, at our next meeting of Syn- 
od, quite a number of young ministers will be added to our roll. Oar 
Seminary continues to flourish, and, though the attendance of students 
during the past session was smaller than on former sessions, still it was 
encouraging. We have now got a new and very suitable building in 
which the classes meet, and our library is annually becoming more 
valuable. 

Among questions of public interest in Great Britain we refer to only 
one, and that one is ths most important and at present most prominent 
We mean the Education Question, in which CTcry good and true man 
takes a deep interest. This question is coming up for settlement. Men 
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of Tery different opinion are londlj elamoring for ita speedy settlement, Letttrfhmi 
and the Goyernment, which is gaided hy no higher policy than that of^jj^J||^^ 
worldly ezpedieni^, is greatly pouled. The few in the land who con- 
tend for an out and out scriptural system do not hope for any measure 
that will he satisfactory. It is to be feared. tha( the. Papists in Ireland 
and the Seenlarists in England will haire it too much their own way. It 
is sad to see a nominally Christian nation like this, in deference to the 
insatiable demands of popery and secularism, proposing to banish the 
Bible from the oommon schools. The glory will in a measure depart 
from Britain if this is done. May Gk>d guide legislators aright 1 

Finally, Beloved Brethren, we affeetionately commend you unto Ood 
and to the riches of his grace, and we pray that you may be abundantly 
fittod for doing and bearing all Ood's holy will concerning you. **Now 
the Lord of peace himself giye you peace always by all means. The 
Lord be with you all.^^ 

On behalf of Synod, J. Houston, JUodercUor. 

B. Nbyin, Clerk. 

CoLBBAiig&, 25th April, 1872. 

LBTTBB TO THB 8TN0D XN IBBLAND. 

To the Synod of the Reformed Preehyterian Church in Ireland. 

Dbablt Bbloybd Bbbthbbn — We^have enjoyed the pleasure of read- 
ing the expressions of good will and affection contained in your letter of Letter to the 
April 25th, and do most heartily reciprocate your friendship and broth- ^^dT 
eriy love, and assure you of our great confidence in you as covenanted 
brethren, and in the church over which you preside as faithful to the 
honor and crown rights of Christ our King. We thank God for you, 
Brethren, that you continue unto this day, and that you have been enabled 
to hold fast the word of Christ's patienee. 

We are pleased to learn that you have secured a suitable and conven- 
ient building for your Seminary, and that its sessions are attended by an 
eneoun^ing number of young men. 

We feel an interest in the great questions of public social order that 
are agitoted in Great Britein, and believing that discussion will not in- 
jure the cause of truth and right, we hope that the result may be favor- 
able to the cause of God and interests of men. 

Tou have already been informed that our Synod at its meeting last 
year engaged with great unanimity in the act of covenanting. The ex- 
ample and direction of Synod have been followed by the larger part of 
our congregations, who have with tokens of divine approbation lifted up 
their hands in the oath of God. Wo feel that we are walking in the foot- 
steps of the flock, and that we may expect as we do hope to receive cov- 
enant blessings. 

During the past year, large and influential meetingshave been held 
in the interest of the cause of National Reformation, and able discussions 
of the right of God, and the duty of nations enjoying the light of revela- 
tion, have been given to the publio by means of these conventions and 
the press. 

Arrangements have b^en made to issue the Christian Statesman^ the 
organ of this cause, as a weekly paper, and in an enlarged form. 

The numbers, teleut and learning,* the earnestness and zeal, of the 
advocates of this reform, have begun to attract the attention of the country 
and give us great encouragement to hope for stirring victories in this 
field. 

At our present meeting we have had munificent offers of land and 
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Letter to the money to build a house for our Theological School, and all over the 
ife°aud]^ church the memorial contributions to this fund are cordial and generous. 
J ' The Seminary is yielding good fruits and merits our hearty support 

A goodly number of young men of promise are coming forward to the 
ministry. Sixteen students have attended the late session of the Seminary 
and five young men finished their course, four of whom] are now pastors 
and on the floor of Synod. 

You will be interested in learning the -present aspects of our church. 
There are nine Presbyteries and one hundred and two cdogregations, 
twenty-nine of which are vacant; ninety-three ministers, of whom aeventy- 
two are pastors; two Professors of Theology; two Foreign Missionaries, 
and seventeen unsettled. ministers, some of whom are aged and too feeble 
to do the work of the ministry. 

There have been but two deaths in our ranks : Samuel Sterritt, a res- 
pected and useful pastor, was suddenly called to his rest. Joseph A. 
McKee, a licentiate was removed just on the threshold of active labor' 
We bow to the will of God, and hear in their bereavements ihe loviug 
voice of our Father in heaven saying " Be ye also ready." 

During the year we have organized seven congregations and re-organ- 
ized one that had been for some time without a session, and ordained four 
young men to the ministry. 

Our Foreign Mission begins to bear fruit. Thirty-seven persons, five 
only of whom were missionaries, celebrated the supper of the I/^rd, in 
the Reformed Presbyterian Mission church of Latakiyeh. This mission 
continues to receive the willing and generous support of the church. 
You are aware thas it was reinforced by the addition of Rev. J. R. Gal- 
braith and wife, and Miss Mary E. Dodds, daughter of Dr. R. J. Dodds. 
We have heard with great satisfaction of the safe arrival of Dr. Martin, 
and we hope that he may be the honored instrument of realizing your 
most sanguine expectations. 

May God bless our union in this work, and cause our co-operation in 
that distant land to draw more closely the bands of our brotherly affection 
and confidence. 

" Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of 
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love, and peace shall be with 
you." Amen. 

LETTER TROM THE SYNOD IN SCOTLAND. 

Glasgow, May 14th, 1872. 

the^lynod^n ^^ ^^^ Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Scotland. ' of America. 

Dear Brethren — We present to you in Synod assembled, and 
through you to the whole church, whose representatives you are, our 
cordial brotherly greetings, and say in the language of inspiration, 
"The blessing of the Lord be upon you : we bless you in the name of the 
Lord/' 

"V'our interesting letter of 1st June, 1871, was duly received, and has 
been read before our Synod. We desire highly, to estimate the excellent 
spirit that it breathes, and heartily to reciprocate your expressions of 
fraternal regard. It furnishes no small amount of encouragement to us, 
in our present state of numerical weakoess, to know that we have such a 
large number of covenant brethren on your side the Atlantic, who are so 
deeply interested in our efforts to maintain Second Reformation princi- 
ples in this once covenanted land, and who extend to us their sympathies 
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and an interest in their prayers. Next to the approval of God and the Letter frdm 
consciousness that we have right on our side, the sympathy and prayers gootiand. 
of ooveDant brethren are most valuable in the way of stimulating to fideli- 
ty in maintaining and activity in extending the grand principles of the 
covenanted reformation, from which there has been so general a departure 
in these lands. 

In your prosperity and enlargement, we sincerely rejoice. It is most 
gratifying to find the covenanted vine taking deep root in your vast 
country, and to suoh an extent filling the land. May it continue to 
grow, increase and extend, until the hilh shall be covered with the shadow 
of it, and the boughs thereof like the goodly cedars — until the great 
American Republic, shall become one of the ** kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ.'' We hope, and believe, that there is a bright and glo- 
rious future for our covenanted Zion in your country, and we trust that 
the Head of the church will be graciously pleased to furnish you with a 
supply of faithful and devoted laborers, commensurate with the growing 
wants of your wide-spread and rapidly increasing population. The fact 
that you have twenty-four vacant congregations, notwitstanding the num- 
ber of licentiate^ that your Theological Seminary annually sends forth 
into the field, is surely well fitted to stir up every lover of our covenanted 
Zion fervently to plead that the '^ Lord of tbe harvest will send forth labor- 
ers into his harvest." 

Though your church is not large, compared with some of the denomina- 
tions around you, yet the number of delegates at your last Synod is some- 
what unprecedented in the history of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
at least in mo lern times. We suppose that since the palmy days of the 
covenanted reformation in this country, at no one time or plaee in the 
history of our church, did the ^^ assembly of the elders'' assume such large 
proportions as at the last meeting of your Synod. '^ The Lord God of 
your fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are^ and 
bless you, as he hath promised you ! " 

While we rejoice with you in your joy, we also desire to sympathize 
with you in your trials. The removal by death of faithful and devoted 
ministers must ever appear, and be felt as a loss to the church, whatever 
may have been the sphere they occupied. But while this was our feeling 
in regard to the death of all the ministers mentioned in your letter, we 
feel that the sudden and unexpected death of Dr. Dodds was no ordinary 
loss, owing to the important field of labor occupied by him, and his emi- 
nent qualifications for Foreign Mission work. To his many other quali- 
fications, he had added considerable experience, and, being almost in the 
prime of life, we naturally looked for many years of usefulness for him in 
future in the mission field. It was the Master's will that in this matter 
our expectation should be disappointed, and our duty is to bow submis- 
sively to his dispensation, and say, "Thy will be done." 

In your Foreign Mission work, we have ever taken a deep and lively 
interest. We rejoice in the hopeful and encouraging visible results 
that have already followed the labors of your devoted missionaries in 
Syria — results which are well calculated to cheer and sustain both them 
and you at a time when your hearts have been saddened by the blow that 
the mission sustained in the death of Dr. Dodds. It is also gratifying 
that you have been able to reinforce the mission during the year, so that 
tbe work may be carried on with vigor, and, let us hope, with abundant 
Buocess. 
Though we are not in circumstances to do much in the way of support- 
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Letter from iog a FoieigB MissioD, yet we have given evidence of our dearo to ad- 
^S^ '" vanoe the Redeemer's kingdom by uniting with our brethren in Ireland 
in sending ont a missionary to labor in oonjnnotion with your esteemed 
missionaries in Syria. As we are joined in covenant, it is only becoming 
' and proper that we should be united in efforts for spn^ingthe knowledge 
of the gospel of Jesus. We trust that the missionaries will work harmo- 
niously together, and that their united e^orts may be instrumental in 
gathering many into the fold of the Good Shepherd from among the in* 
habitants of that* interesting oountry. Let us unitedly seek a blessing 
upon their labors, so that by their instrumentality the m(»ral desert may 
be made to rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

In the previous steps taken 'by you, as preparative to the work of oove* 
nant renovation, we felt deeply interested, the more so as we, ourselves, 
were taking measures to prepare for engaging in a similar service. 

We sincerely hope and pray that the results flowing from your act of 
covenanting may not only equal, but far exceed, your most sanguine ex- 
pectations. We trust that it will be a blessed means of revival and en- 
largement to your entire church, and an example to stimulate others in 
your land to say, <* Come and let us join ourselves to the liord in a perpet- 
ual covenant thai shall not be forgotten.'' 

During the past year we were favored with the presenee of one of your 
esteemed ministers. Rev. B. MoOullough, among us for a short time, 
though not so early in the season as to be present at our Synodical meet- 
ing. We shall always gladly welcome any of your number that may find 
their way to our shores; and we would feel especially gratified to have a 
deputation from you to any of our Synodical meetings. 

There is not much in our own oircumstances, since we last wrote you, 
calling for special notice. Neither has there been any very marked fea- 
ture, during the past year, in the aspect of affairs, ecclesiastical or civil, 
in this oountry. In the ecclesiastical world the current is still running 
strongly in the direction of latitudinarianism. While in political mat- 
ters, the tendency seems to be still more and more to ignore the Bible as 
the basis of national legislation, to overlook the claims of Prince Messiah 
as king of nations, and to move still further in the direction of national 
atheism. The condition of things, both in church and state, is such as 
to convince us that if ever there was a time when it was dutiful and right 
to occupy the position which covenanted witnesses have hitherto occupied 
in this land, the obligation to fidelity to that position is now strengthen- 
ed and intensified, instead of being lessened. 

We regret to have to report that the father of our Synod, the Rev. 
David Henderson, has been laid aside from public official work for the 
past year, owing to severe bodily affliction. He still continues to suffiur 
very severely, and there is not much prospect of his immediate restora- 
tion to health, and return to public usefulness. While we feel the want 
of his counsel and active co-operation in the work of the church, his 
physical condition is such as to call forth our deepest sympathies and 
most fervent prayers on his behalf. 

Since you last heard from us by letter, two licentiates have been added 
to the number of our active laborers to aid us in carrying on the church's 
work. 

We are still engaged in preparation for the work of covenant renova- 
tion. We have not, however, attained to such an advanced state in our 
steps of preparation as to warrant the expectation that we shall be pre- 
pared to go forward with the work at our present meeting. 

We look forward, nevertheless, to be privileged at no very remote date. 
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by the good hand of owr God upon ns, to ongage in the solemn and mo- Letter tt<m 
mentooa work of renewing our own and our fathers' ooyenants. In a g^^j^ '^ 
matter of 00 Tital importance, we need much divine light and gaidance. 
We solicit your prayers on our behalf, that in this matter we may be 
oondaoted to siieh an issue as shall be glorifying to Ood, beneficial to 
oorselyes, and for the interests of Ood's cause in this country. 

In fine, Dear Brethren, we pray that you may enjoy the presence of the 
Head of the Church in your deliberatiye assembly, and his abundant 
blssoings upon all your enterpriser for the promotion of his glory and 
the good of the church. 

Yours in covenant bonds. 

Signed hj order of Synod« James Kerb, Moderator, 

BOBBRT DUNLAP, CUr&. 
LBTTXB TO THB STNOD IN SCOTLAND. 

To the Synod of the B^ormed I^sbyterian Church m Scotland. 

Dbab Bbbthbbn in Christ — With unfeigned joy in your welfare, Letter to th« 
we rejoice that you stand fast in the Lord, and that jour labor is not in g^^J 
vain in the Lord. We have received your letter of the 14th May, and 
have read it with sincere satisfaction. These annual communications of 
your confidence, affection and brotherly interest,, refresh our souls and 
awaken memories of the days when our fathers sealed their testimony and 
witnessed together for Christ's royal honor in the high places of the 
earth. God has not forgotten to be gracious. We count it a precious 
evidence of his covenanted mercies, that he has a seed to do him service 
and a church to hold fast the profession of the faith without wavering, in 
the land of the martyrs and confessors of Jesus. 

We are glad that you design to enter into covenant with Ood. Be 
encouraged to go forward. *^ In that dav shall the Lord defend the in* 
habitants of Jerusalem ; and he that is &eble among them in that day 
shall be as David ; and the house of David as God, as the angel of the 
Lord before them.'^ Hath not the Holy One of Israel said, *< Them that 
honor me, I will honor V 

We fondly hope that we are in the dawn of better days ; that being 
bound together more firmly and sacredly by our covenant pledge, and 
having avouched the Lurd to be our Qod, he will avouch us to be his 
peculiar people, and enable us by his all-sufficient grace to bring forth fruit 
to his holy name. 

We are able to say '^ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.'' 

We have now nine Presbyteries and one hundred and two congrega- 
tions, twenty-nine of which are without pastors. We have upon our roll, 
ninety-three minbters, of whom seventy-two are pastors, two professors 
of theology, two foreign nsissionaries, and seventeen unsettled ministers. 
Among these there are several too aged and infirm to do the work of the 
ministry. 

The continual flow of population to the new regions of the west must 
he followed by the pioneer missionary, and new stations established and 
new congregations organised. During the year six congregations and a 
new and large Presbytery were formed, extending six hundred miles be- 
yond the occupied regions of our most western Presbyteries. 

Four pastors have been ordained. While many congregations are still 
unsupplied with pastors, we look with increasing interest to our Theo- 
logical Seminary, and with good hope that it will continue to attract young 
men of high promise, and thoroughly equip them for the ministry of the 
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Letter to the word. The result of the appeal to the church for a fund to build a theo- 
fccotiaDd. logical seminary has been full of encouragement Most generous offers 
have been made for its location in different cities, and large amounts given 
or pledged by the church for its erection. We feel assured that another 
year will see our school of the prophets in a commodious and permanent 
home, the memorial of our gratitude, and the first fruits of covenant 
renovation. 

We welcome your co-operation in the foreign mission work. No cause 
is so dear to the hearts of our people. We have found that the treasury 
of this mission is fed by perennial springs. Our people feel that in this 
cause they are co-workers with God. 

From no effort ever made by us have we realized larger returns of 
blessing than from our foreign mission. Since we engaged in it, God's 
countenance has shined upon us, bickerings have ceased, controversies 
have died away, and harmony and peace dwell in our assemblies. 

Year by year we chronicle our growth in numbers, wealth, liberalit 
zeal and brotherly affection. 

The cause of National "Reformation makes noticeable progress. During 
the year several large and influential conventions have been held in the 
larger cities. Many meetings have been held in smaller cities and towns 
in the interest of this reform. In its favor have been enlisted the sympa- 
thies, co-operation and effort of many men of high character and posi- 
tion, and great talent and influence in various denominations. Already 
a bitter opposition has been developed in the infidel party, and a super- 
cilious disregard on the part of many professors, but the greatest obstacle 
we have met, is the ms invertiat of sluggish apathy and utter indifference 
to the claims of God and the glory of Christ. 

Our brother, Rev. S. Sterritt, was suddenly called to his rest. He was 
a good man, beloved and trusted by the church. His memory is as a 
fragrant perfume in the field of his ministry Joseph A. McKee, who 
had just entered the field as a sower of the seed, received a summons to 
sup with the Master, and gladly exchanged earth's toil for heaven's joy. 

We again desire to assure you of our friendly interest in all that con- 
cerns you ; of our love and attachment to the true reformed covenanted 
church of Scotland ] of our prayers for your prosperity, and especially 
that you may be enabled ere long to renew your covenant vows ; and 
lastly, of our sincere sympathy with you in all your trials, bereavements 
and affiictions. 

The Committee on Presbyterial Reports reported. Report ac- 
cepted, amended, adopted and is as follows: 

The Committee on Presbyterial Reports would respectfully report : 
Commutee That having examined the various reports and tables of statistics, we 
on are not without encouragement as to the church's growth and prosperity. 

iieports.^"^ Seven new congregations have been organized since last Synod; four 
licentiates have been ordained to the ministry and installed in pastoral 
charges ; one congregation has been reorganized, and one disorganized, 
leaving twenty-nine vacancies. These together with a number of mis- 
sion stations make an urgent demand upon the church for laborers. 

It is a note-worthy fact that the Presbytery formed during this eary 
in the far west, had only five congregations, at its organization, and now 
it numbers nine. The amount of labor available to the church is far 
from being equal to the demand. This fact should arouse Synod to the 
necessity for, and should combine her entire strength in the effort to 
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provide more laborer? for the field. The work of covenaniing has been Report of 
most generally engaged in, thronghoui the whole church, and the tes- Committee 
timony from all the reports is, that it has been entered into, with great Presbyterui 
unanimity and cordiality and that it has been attended with evident ^'^^^^^' 
tokens of the divine favor. 

We can say as was said in the days of Asa, " All Judah rejoiced at 
the oath.'^ The liberality of the church at least towards several of its 
schemes is steadily increasing. From the statistics it will be seen that 
the aggregate of contribution above last year is $31,207.99. The fol- 
lowing is the summary : 

Foreign Missions ....$ 8,297 74 

Home Missions , 5,807 58 

Freedmen's Missions 116 95 

National Reform 3,823 92 

Theological Seminary 4,859 86 

Church Extension 4,192 66 

Educational Fund 1,122 76 

Pastors' Salaries 71,088 47 

All other objects 92,118 67 

Total $200,564 61 

We record with gratitude this increasing interest of the church in all 
her schemes, and especially in the foreign mission work and the Nation- 
al Reform movement. 

We recommend the following : 

1st. That the request from Rochester Presbytery for a supplement of 
$350 to the Toronto congregation for one year be paid out of the Home 
Mission Fund. 

2d. With regard to the query from Pittsburgh Presbytery, whether a 
call which has been accepted belongs to the candidate or should be re- 
tained in the keeping of Presbytery, we recommend that it be an^ 
Bwered by saying, it of right belongs to the candidate. 

3d. We recommend the following distribution of ministers and licen- 
tiates for the ensuing year : 

New York Presbytery — N. R. Johnston, July and August. D. C. 
Faris, Jan. to May. A. W. Johnston, June, July and August. D. 0. 
Martin, June. B. McCullough, June, July and August. J. M. Faris, 
Jan. to March. 

Philadelphia Presbytery — J. M. Faris, April and May. A. W. John- 
ston, September and October. J. Crozier, June and July. 

Rochester Presbytery — D. C. Martin, July and August. J. F. Crozier, 
June 4th and 5th, and July. B. McCullough, September. A. W. 
Johnston, November, December and January. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery — J. F. Crozier, August. D. C. Martin, Sep- 
tember and October. M. Wilkin, November till February. J. Crozier, 
December till May. John Wallace and McAuley. 

Ohio Presbytery — D. G. Thompson, June and July. B. McCullough, 
October. 

Illinois Presbytery — D. Gr. Thompson, August till May. A. W. John- 
ston, February and March. J. M. Faris, June, November and December. 
B. McCullough, November, December, January and February. M. 
Wilkin, March to May. John Crozier, August and September. D. C. 
Martin, November to February. J. F. Crozier, April to May. Jas. 
Wallace and J. Middleton. 
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Iowa Pre%byUry — A. W. Johnston, April and May. J. M. Fans, 
September and Ootober. D. 0. Martin, March to May. D. 0. Faris, 
August to December. J. Orocier, Ootober and NoyembiBr. B. MoOnl- 
loufjcb, March to Synod. R. B. Cannon, B. Hutoheson and J. Neill. 

Kansas Presbytery — J. M. Faris, August. D. G. Faris, June and July. 
J. C. K. Faris, A. 0. Todd and & M. Steveasdn. 

While the statistical tables are fuller than in former years, they are 
not yet complete, neither are they prepared with the care they should be. 
We recommend that they be published, but that Presbyteries be eo» 
joined to see to it that they be more fully perfected and more oarefollj 
prepared. All of which is respectfully submitted, 

H. H. Obobgb, C^trman of Om, 

REPORT 07 ITEW TORK PRB8BYTKRT. 

Btport of The New York Presbytery would respectfully report : 
PraBbytoiy. ^^^^ ^^'^^^ ^^^ Synod two regular meetings and one pro re naia meeting of 
Presbytery have been held. 

We report eighteen ministerial members, including thirteen pastors, three 
unsettlea ministers, and R. Z. Willson, missionary in New York, and tfoseph 
Beattie, missionary in Syria. Three pastors have been released from their 
congelations since last Synod ; two of them, A. W. Johnston and J. M. 
Faris, because of the ill health of their wives in the severe climate of Yer- 1 
mont, and the other, D. McAllister, who accepted the appointment of Synod 
to labor in the work of National Beform. 

There are eighteen congregations under our care, one of which, the Second 
Boston, has been organized since last Synod. Including this new organisation, - 
five congregations are vacant. 

At their own request, the whole time of J. M. Faris and A. W. Johnston is 
placed at the disposal of Synod. We ask Synod for the time of four laborers. 

In view of the numerous vacancies in other Presbyteries as well as our own, 
and the great scarcity of laborers, we would suggest to Synod the importance 
of making special effort at its coming sessions for the increase of the numter 
of students in our Theological Seminary. 

The work of covenant renovation has been attended to with remarkable unan- 
imity and evidently blessed with results in the most of our oongregations. Only 
five congregations have left this duty yet unperformed, and the most of these 
are looking forward to an early enjoyment of this ordinance and means of 
grace. 

We submit herewith our statistical report, from which it will be seen that 
our labors for the past year have been attended with a very encouraging 
measure of success. An addition of seven per cent, has been added to the 
number of our communicants. The sum total of contributions is over $7,000 
greater than that of last year. Altogether we have much reason to take cour- 
age and go forward. 

Bespectfully submitted, D. McAllistbb, Clerk. 

REPORT 07 PHILADELPHIA PRE8BTTBRT, 

Jgj2* {>' Philadelphia Presbytery would respectfully report : 

Preibyteij.^ That two regular meetings have been held since last meeting of Synod. 
* ' The congregations under the care of Presbytery have all ratified the covenant, 
except the Baltimore congregation. All our oongregations have responded 
on behalf of the memorial fund. The amount subiBcribed, part of which has 
been paid, is about $1,700. Presbytery asks of Synod the labor of one mao 
for the ensuing year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, B;' J. Sharps, CUerk, 

REPORT 07 ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. ^ 

Jj^^^ Tho Presbytery of Bochester would respectfully report : 
Presbytery. That during the past year une pro re nata and two regular meetings have been 
held, all harmonious and manifesting true Christian fellowship. 

We have six constituent members, five of whom are pastors. We have three 
vacant congregations under our care, Stirling, Toronto and Lochiel. 

The days of fasting and thanksgiving; appointed by Synod have been duly 
observed by the congregations under our care. 
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Rev. S. R. Galbraith, who was chosen missionary to Syria at your last meet- Report of 
ig, has deraitted the charge- of the congregation of Stirling, after a ve^y ac- Rochester 
3p table and successful pastorate of but little over a year. His work and labor ^'•"^y^^^'y- 
f love will be long remembered by a sorrowing people. This congregation, 
»lled to great self>denial and sacrifice, deserves our sympathy. We earnestly 
esire for them a speedy settlement. They have had but one Sabbath's preach- 
ig during the past eight months, although every effort has been made to fur- 
ish them supplies. 

Much attention has been given by the Presbytery to the field which seemed 
be opening in Toronto. Since last Synod, in answer to a petition from the 
ociety, the congregation has been reorganized. A unanimous call has been 
aade for Rev. J. L. MtjCartney. Presbytery petitions Synod to supplement 
he salary to the amount of $360 for one year. 

The work of covenanting hat been attended to in all the settled congrega- 
;ions of the Presbytery, and in Stirling, in all with very great hoartiness and 
manimity, and most encouraging results. 

The collections ordered by Synod have been very generally taken up. For 
various reasons only two congregations have done anything for the memorial 
[und, viz., those of Ramsey and Lisbon. Their contributions have been cred- 
itable considering their pecuniary circumstances. The other congregations 
hope to do their part at an early date. One congregation has built the commo- 
dious edifice in which Synod is holding its present sessions. 

Presbytery will require the time of two laborers during the next six months. 

S. BowDEN, Olerk, 

REPORT OF PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery would respectfully report : r r 

That since last Synod they have held two regular meetings and one special pft^burgh 

meeting. ^ Presbytery. 

Three of the vacant congregations mentioned in our last report have obtained 
pastors. Rev J. M. Johnston has been installed in Manchester and Parnassus 
congregations, T. 0. Sproull in Monongahela, and S. J. Crowe in New Castle. 

We now have nineteen settled pastors, three vacant congregations, and six 
unsettled ministers, Drs. Sproull and Sloane, Professors of Theology, and J. 
Crozier, J. Wallace, J. McAuley and T. M. Elder, A call on Mr. Elder 
&om Second Boston congregation, is in the hands of a commission which 
is authorized to certify him to New York Presbytery. The entire time of 
the remaining three is at the disposal of Synod. 

Rev. N. R. Johnston has been dismissed at his own request, to Presbytery of 
Lakes. Mr. J. R. Hill accepted a call from Southfield congregation and was 
also dismissed to Lakes Presbytery. 

With profound sorrow we report the death of Mr, J. A. McKee, a licentiate 
under our care. His unexpected removal, when just ready to enter upon his 
work, and at a time when the whitened fields are calling for laborers, was the 
doing of one whose ways are higher than ours. 

Mr. D. O. Martin is still under our care, but during the last year has been 
laboring mainly under direction of the Board of Domestic Missions. J. F. 
Crozier has been licensed to preach the gospel. 

We have as students of tneology, J. P. Crozier of the fourth year : H. 
Easson, Lewis Johnston and J. McPheeters, of the third year ; and W. O. 
Sproull, J. M. Crozier and T« J. Allen, of the second year. In the distribu- 
tion of laborers we request the full time of one licentiate. 

Presbytery asks the mind of Synod, whether a call which has been accepted, 
belongs to tne candidate, or should be retained in the keeping of Presbytery 7 

We desire to record with gratitude that this year of covenanting has been to 
us a year of great prosperity. Nearly all our congregations hf^ve already 
aworn the bond, and in every instance it has been attended with evidences of 
the divine presence and approval. With us as with Synod ihe act of covenant- 
ing seems to have given a new impulse toward the end so much desired, the 
peace and prosperity of Zion. R. J. George:, Clerk, 

REPORT OF OHIO PRESBYTERY. 

The Ohio Presbytery has held two regular meetings since last Synod, charac- Report of 
terized by unanimity on all subjects coming before us. We have four settled ^Mo 
ministers in the congregations of Utica, Jonathan's Creek and Middle Wheel- ^^^^^^^^^ 
[ne, Londonderry and Salt Creek. The name of the last has been changed 

15 
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Report of since your last meetiDg, and is now called New Concord. We have also three 
Ohio vacancies, Brownsviliei Muskingum, Tomika and Sandusky, none of whick 

Prwbytery. ^ ^jj|q ^ support a pastor ; and inasmuch as some of our settled pastors' time 
is not all occupied in their charges, and can be employed in supplying vacancies 
and missionary stations (three of which we have in our bounds), our demand 
for labor at the disposal of Synod for the ensuing year will not be more than 
five months. At our last meeting we licensed J. 0. Taylor to preach the ever- 
lasting gospel, and he is at your disposal. We have still one theological stu- 
dent under our care, S. K. Wallace. The days of fasting and thanksgiving 
have been observed. Covenanting has not yet been observed in some of oor 
congregations, mainly because some leading men in the congregations claim 
that the.y have some objections to the bond and do not feel prepared to go for- 
ward, while at the same time the majorities would gladly engage in the duty. 
The National Beform cause is still prosecuted with considerable zeal in our 
bounds. 

All which is respectfully submitted, J. C. Boyd, Moderator. 

J. A. Thompson, Clerk. 

BZPOBT OF LAKES PRISBYTEBT. 

The Presbytery of the Lakes would respectfully report : 

Kejtort of That since last Synod they have held one regular meeting and two special 

Lakes meetings. The regular meeting was held at Cedarville, the week following the 

res ytery. ^^^^^i of the pastor of that congregation, the Rev. Samuel Sterritt. This trying 

dispensation of God's providence^ in such close connection with th« meetine, 

cast a solemnity over the Presbytery, and filled our hearts with sorrow. Wa 

deeply mourn the loss of our dear brother, whom in his brief sojourn among 

us, we had all learned to love. 

The vacancy occasioned in that congregation, and in the Presbytery by the 
death of Mr. Sterritt, has been supplied by a young and devoted brother, th« 
Eev. P. P. Boyd, who was ordained and installed in that charge, the 22d insi 

The vacancy of Southfield, Mich., has also been filled by the settlement of 1 
Kev. J. B. Hill, who was ordained and installed the 10th of May. These set- ^ 
tlements leave no vacancy in the bounds of the Presbytery. 

We have now nine settled ministers, (Nov! having been disorganized since 
last meeting of Synod.) N. B. Johnston has been received into our Presby- 
tery, and his timo will be at the disposal of Synod during July and August. 

In accordance with the recommendation of Synod, covenanting has beea 
observed in all our settled congregations except Cedarville j and we are happy 
to say that it has been with great unanimity and cordiality Whatever divers- 
ity of view had been entertained was. well nigh all removed, and with very 
few exceptions all our members took the oath. We trust it has been the be- 
ginning of a better day of unity and brotherly love, as well as of renewed con- 
secration to the service of our Divine Master. 

The National Reform Association held its last annual convention in our 
bounds during the winter, in the city of Cincinnati. It was a large and very 
enthusiastic meeting. Our members all took a deep and hearty interest in it. 
We feel it to be the great and pressing work now before the church in this 
country ; and would recommend to S^nod to take steps at this meeting to send 
at least one or two more earnest and devoted men into this open and widening 
field of labor. The enemies of God and his Christ are massing their strength, j 
and putting forth every eflFbrt to counteract this movement, which makes tb« J 
call loud and the demand urgent for the church to redouble her effort, and put! 
into practical effect that part of her solemn covenant so recently sworn, vi«.if 
" We will pray and labor for the peace and welfare of our country, and (oTiifr 
reformation by a constitutional recognition of Ixod as the source of all powffi I 
of Jesus Christ as the ruler of nations, of the Holy Scriptures as the supren* " 
rule, and of the true Christian religion." 

A movement alpo has been set on foot by some sister churches in our boundi "" 
to memorialize all the Christian bodies in the land to secure joint action upoa ,_ 
the public observance of the Sabbath. We commend this movement to Synod ' 
for approval and co-operation. 

Days of fasting and thanksgiving have been observed by all our congrega-F 
tions. We trust we have some evidences of revival in the general harmoay 
that exists among us and the growing interest our people take in the church^ 
work. 
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We have endearored to obtain as complete a statistical report as possible. 
y^nod's quota of travelling fund has been raised in all the congregations ex- 
)pt Cedar Lake and Novi, the latter having been disorganized. 

H. H. George, CUrh, 

I RBPOBT OF ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 

Illinois Presbytery respectfully reports : Report of 

That two regular and one called meetings have been held during the past iiunois 
ear. Peace and order have prevailed within our bounds. Two congrega- Presbytery, 
ions, Sylvania, Mo., and Evans, Ool., have been organized^ both of which are 
low in Kansas Presbytery. 

W. F. George has been installed as pastor in Stanton congregation. We 
lave now four pastors and eight congregations, four of which are vacant, and 
•wo unsettled ministers, one of whom, Rev. J. Middleton, is too feeble to leave 
ais chamber. By direction of Synod, two ministers and three congregations 
lave been assigned to form Kansas Presbytery. 

The covenant bond has been sworn in five congregations. The remainder 
are waiting for a pastor to lead them in that service. 

Days of religious worship appointed by Synod have been observed in the 
usual manner. ,,. — ^ 

We are not encouraged to speak of any marked spiritual change in our cdn- 
gregations. We have the same trials and discouragements as in times past, 
and the same comforts and blessings. We feel that the present year of politi- 
cal excitement will try the fidelity of many to our position of dissent, and that 
the times call for faithful warning. 

We need the full timn of three preachers, until some of our vacancies are 
filled, and ask Synod to assign us as much supply as possible. 

There is some hope of reviving the cause in Indianapolis. The net income 
of the church property there is fof the present used to supply the society with 
preaching. 
We add our statistical report. 

Respectfully submitted, J. McGraceen, Clerk, 

REPORT OF IOWA* PRESBYTERY. 

This Presbytery has held two regular meetings since the last meeting of lowa' 
Synod. By the formation of the Kansas Presbytery we lost two congregations. Presbytery, 
with two ministerial members, and two missionary stations. At our fall 
meeting Rev. S. M. Stevenson was, at his own request, released from the pas- 
toral care of Washington congregation, to accept an appointment from the 
Central Board of Domestic Missions to Republican Gity, Kansas, and was dis- 
missed to the Kansas Presbytery. We now have twelve congregations, six of 
which are without pastors, and nine ministerial members, three of whom, 
viz., B. B. Gannon, D. D , R. Hutcheson and J. Neill are without pastoral 
charge. 

Mr. D. G. Paris, who has resigned his place at Lake Reno, in our bounds, 
asks Synod for appointments. 

Six of the congregations under our care have complied with the recommend- 
, ition of Synod, and sworn the covenant, with, in some instances, none, in all 
} ifistances, few dissenting. 

We need the full time of three laborers, at the disposal of Synod. 

Repeclfully submitted, Isaiah Paris, Clerk of Pres. 

REPORT OF KANSAS PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of Kansas would respectfully report : 

That pursuant to an order of Synod, issued in Pittsburgh June 1st, 1871, the Report of 
Kansas Presbytery was organized at Olathe, Kansas, Aug. 29, 1871. Three p^JJJJJ^ery. 
tbioisters were present, viz., Josiah Dodds, W. W. McMillan and J. S. T. Mil- 
ligan ; and two ruling elders, Jas. Thompson of Winchester, and T. M. Hutch- 
ison of Olathe and Pleasant Ridge. 

Within the geographical limits prescribed by Synod for this Presbytery 
there were enrolled three congrpgations, with settled pastors, viz., Olathe and 
Pleasant Ridge, Rev. W. W. McMillan, pastor; Glarinda, Rev. D. McKee, 
pastor ; Winchester, Rev. J. Dodds, pastor, and two vacant congregations, 
viz., Sylvania, in Dade county, Missouri, and Evans, in Colorado Territory. 

A second regular meeting of Presbytery was held at Winchester, March 12th, 
1872. Commissions previously appointed reported the organization of congre- 
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tieport of gations at North Cedar and Bepublican City, Kansap, and at Fremont and 
Kans^ Wahoo, Nebraska. At the latter place a call was moderated for Mr. F. P. 
Presbjtery. Boj^d; and one at North Cedar for Rev. J. 8. T. Milligan, which was accepted 
by him, and he has since been installed in said pastoral charge. 

We have now on our presbyterial roll four constituent members, to wit, IX 
McKee, J. Dodds, W. W . McMillan, and J. S. T. Milligan ; and th^re are 
under the care of Presbytery nine organized congregations, five of them with 
settled pastors and four vacant. 

Bev. S. M. Stevenson has been laboring successfully during the past year in 
Bepublican City congregation, under the direction of the Central Board of Mis- 
sions. Olathe and Pleasant Bidge congregation has been divided, and are now 
known as the Olathe congregation and Pleasant Bidge congregation. Both are 
under the pastoral charge of Bev. W. W. McMillan, as heretofore. 

Covenant renovation has been attended to with great unanimity) and with 
manifest tokens of divine favor in the congregations of Winchester, Clarinds 
and Olathe. The days of fasting and thanksgiving have been observed by all 
our congregations. Bespectfully submitted, 

J. Dodds, Clerk of Prts, 

A letter was received from Rev. S. M. Ramsey, delegate from 
the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church (N. S.), 
which was read and referied to the committee which had alrea^ 
been appointed to confer with a similar committee from thi^t body. 

The report of the Committee on National Reform, which was 
before the court at adjournment last evening, was taken up, adopt- 
ed, and is as follows : 



Report of 

Committee 

on 

National 

Keform. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL REFORM. 

1. The Rev. D. MoAllister accepted the appointment of Synod, eon- 
cerning which your committee was charged to confer with him. The 

offer of his services was cordially accepted by the National Association to 
secure the Religious Amendment of the Constitution oi the United States, 
and at the first of October he entered on the work as General Secretary 
of the Association. The work done since that time will be detailed in his 
report, to be presented herewith. We recommend that this report be 
spread upon the minutes of Synod, and published. 

2. The tract on "Political Dissent'' referred to in our last report, has 
since been printed, according to the direction of Synod, and is now ready 
for distribution, at five cents per copy, and in larger quantities at lower 
rates. 

3. Of the amount on hands at our last report, viz., $349.63, one hun- 
dred dollars had been paid on account of printing, and thirty dollars to 
the Eev. J. S. T. Milligan, for travelling expenses incurred under the 
direction of your committee, and hitherto unpaid ; leaving a balance now 
in hands of $219.63. 

We recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 
This Synod express its high sense of the value of the work done by tbe 
General Secretary of the National Association, the Rev. D. McAllister, 
during the past year ; we declare our continued conviction of the duty ^ 
which calls us to these labors, our thankfulness for the steady progress of 
the cause, and our confidence in its ultimate success ; we recognize the 
zeal and generosity which have supplied means for the work, and we ex- 
hort all our people to greater liberality and more diligent labor in its be- 
half. J. R. W. Sloane, Chairman, 

T. P. Stevenson, Sec. of Gwi. 
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ftEPOBT OF THE GENERAL SEGBETABY ON NATIONAL BEFOBM. 

In accordance with the directioi of Synod, in appointing me to labor Report of 
n the cause of National Reform, the following report is respectfully sub-sec°re\aryoc 

oaitted : Kefo?*"*^ 

After accepting the appointment of Synod, arrangements were made 
with the Executive Committee of the National Association for entering 
3n the work at the beginning of October. The first five weeks were 
spent in holding public meetings in Orange county, N. Y., in connection 
with the local association of that county. Eight meetings were held, in 
which there were, in the most of instances, a good attendance and not a 
Little interest. The measure of success which attended these meetings 
was largely due to the efficiency of the Secretary of the Orange County 
Association, the Rev. S. Carlisle. 

Upon consultation with the Executive Committee, it was decided to 
arrange for a National Convention in the city of Cincinnati. The time 
fixed for the convention was the 31st of January. The preceding two 
months and a half were occupied with the work of preparing for the con* 
vention, the manifold details of which need not be enumerated here. 
One thing should be mentioned : Forty public meetings were held in 
Ohio and neighboring States, at which addresses were delivered by a 
number of ministers, who gave themselves heartily to the work. Special 
mention should be made of the Rev. H. H. George, who labored with 
untiring zeal in perfecting arrangements for meetings, calling on prominent 
persons and conversing with them, and delivering public addresses. It 
is also due to the Rev. Messrs. A. M. Milligan, T. P. Robb, P. H. Wylie, 
A. McFariand and J. A. Thompson, of our own church, and the Rev. 
Messrs. French, Duncan and Campbell of the United Presbyterian Church, 
to state they left their homes for from a week to ten days, or even more, 
to labor for the success of the convention. Many public meetings, in 
addition to those already referred to, were held by some of these laborers. 
The cordial and earnest co-operation of ministerial brethren has been one 
of the most pleasant and encouraging features of the work. The results 
of all these labors, so far as seen in the proceedings and character of the 
convention, have already been brought to the knowledge of the church. 
Immediately after the Cincinnati Convention, preparations began to be 
ifiade for a public meeting in Boston. The labors in connection with this 
meeting, though confined mainly to that city, were similar in most re- 
spects to those which prepared the way for the convention, and in them 
all, the Rev. Wm. Graham rendered most efficient assistance. This 
Qieeting, held on the evening of April 14th, was the most complete 
iQccess, in point of numbers, that has yet rewarded the labors of the 
Mends of National Reform. Nearly three thousand persons crowded 
Premont Temple. It is hardly necessary to add that the address of Prof, 
r. H. Seelye, delivered at this meeting, is one of the most satisfactory 
Tguments for the proposed amendment yet given to the public. 

Since the Boston meeting, meetings have been held in Newburgh, 
Brooklyn, New York and Philadelphia, at which the Rev. A. D. Mayo, 
f Cincinnati, has discussed the subject of Religion and the Bible in 
/ommon Schools. 

Passing by the details whioh have occupied much time during the past 
ight months, I may be permitted to present the following summary of my 
ii?n work : I have delivered at public meetings thirty-six addresses, be- 
des preaching many sermons on the subject of National Reform. In 
idition, a hearing has been obtained before five gatherings of ministers, 
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Report of three of wbicli were very large. Besides seouriog the insertion of the 
^^"ret^r n °^^^^ ^^^ *^^ Cincinnati Convention, and the Boston meeting, and notices 
National fof Other meetings, in numerous journals, I have obtained a place, and 
iieform. sometimes in the editorial columns, for an argument in favor of the 
Christian amendment in over a dozen papers. But in no particular, per- 
haps, has there been so much work done as in conversations with promi- 
nent men of culture and thought. By direct personal contact the aim of 
the Chrbtian amendment movement, and some of the arguments for it, 
have been brought to the attention of many hundreds of leading and 
thoughtful citizens. 

An account of the labor of the many devoted friends who, throughout 
the church, have been pressing forward the work with constantly increas- 
ing energy, would unduly swell this report. 

To meet the growing demands of the work, a weekly journal has now 
become imperatively requisite. A paper, specially devoted to the cause, 
but with larger space and greater variety of contents than the Christian 
Statesman has heretofore afforded, should be sent forth every week. To 
secure this necessary means of prosecuting the work, an association has 
been formed, called the Christian Statesman Association, the complete suc- 
cess of which seems to be assured by the many prompt and liberal sub- 
scriptions already handed in for shares. This association will begin the 
publication of the Statesman, as a weekly, with the commencement of its 
sixth volume on the first of next September. 

The liberality with which this movement has been supported will ap- 
pear from the following statement : The report of the treasurer, submit- 
ted at the Cincinnati Convention, showd a total of receipts, from Febru- 
ary, 1871, to January 29, 1872, of $2,177. The expenditures up to tb€ 
same date were $2,086.30, leaving a balance at that time of $90.70. The 
cash receipts since the convention have been about $1,600, and the ex- 
penditures about $1,650, leaving a balance of $50 cash. To this mu8( 
be added $80 due the treasury for pamphlet, reports of the convention 
Account should also be taken of $600 subscribed at the Cincinnati Ceo 
vention, but not yet paid. Including with these sums $800 in ihi 
treasury of the New York Association, available at any time, the wbok 
amounts to $1,030 yet at the command of the National Association, be- 
sides the balance of $219.63 in the hands of Synod's committee. 

By the blessing of the Master, the work for which money has thus been 
so generously supplied has not been in vain. To hisall>wise and gracioitf 
providence the fruits are due. Among these may be specially noted the 
following : 

1. Public attention has been widely and pointedly called to the moTe« 
ment. The Boston meeting, and particularly the convention in 010010*1 
nati, led tu the discussion of the movement in papers all over the countrjJ 
And even the misrepresentations made gave wider circulation to the trath 
ut last, and the complete, though sometimes reluctantly admitted, viodii 
cation of the integrity of the National Association. , 

2 The time has been brought near when men must take their stand o^ 
one side or the other, clearly and decidedly. Powerful political pressorf 
has been brought to bear upon prominent men who endorsed the move* 
ment. Such as love popularity and ease more than the truth are fouo* 
wanting. The sifting time has come. Friends must now maintain tbei 
ground. 

3. The development of the opposition. The determined and logi^ 
hostility of all the enemies of Christianity, and the misrepresentation^ 
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lome professiDg Christians, prove the alarm of the former, and the 
nreakneas of the position of the latter. 

4. The accession of many eminent men, and a number of influential 
journals, to the ranks of the avowed friends of the movement, within the 
past few months, is worthy of particular note. 

May the goodness of the Master kindle the zeal of every laborer, and 
stimulate us all, as professed witnesses for his Crown and Covenant, to re- 
doubled efforts. Eespectfully submitted, 

D. McAllister. 

The Trea.surer of the Superannuated Ministers' Fund was directed 
to pay to Mrs. Buck, widow of Rev. J. S. Buck, the interest of 
that fund for the current year. 

The rule requiring Synod to meet at IJ o'clock p. M. was sus- 
pended, and the court took a recess to 1 o'clock p. M. 

Same Place, 10 o'clock p. ic. 

After recess Synod came to order. The calling of the roll was 
dispensed with. 

The report of the Committee on Missions was taken up, amended, 
adopted, and is as follows : 

The report of the Board of Foreign Missions for the past year isRop«rtof 
specially gratifying and encouraging, and illustrates in a striking manner on Missions, 
the fact, that in the mysteriously working wisdom of the Church's Head, 
eircumstances which, for a time, may appear dark and discouraging, may, 
nevertheless, in the end tend to the furtherance of the gospel. Painful 
w was the loss sustained by the Mission, and by the whole church, in the 
removal of the senior missionary. Dr. Dodds, from the scene of his 
earthly labors, yet the greatly increased interest in the Mission, awak- 
eaed by that event throughout the church, — the more enlarged liberality 
since shown in its support, as evidenced by the present state of the 
funds, — and the promptness wherewith the Mission was reinforced by ad- 
ditional laborers, all gu to prove that unexpected good and enlargement 
may be brought out of apparent evil, and our light be made to arise in 
obscurity. 

The most delightful fact, however, recorded in the report, and the one 
that should most powerfully stimulate us to the vigorous prosecution of 
this Mission is, that Ood has so largely sealed our wcrk with the evi- 
dences of his own gracious favor and approbation. 

The co-operation also in this work of the sister churches in Scotland 
and Ireland is most encouraging, as not only furnishing assurances that 
the bonds that unite the three Synods shall thereby be greatly strength- 
ened, but that an enlarged measure of prayer on behalf of the Mission 
shall thus be called forth, and the number of laborers so increased, that, 
in due time, the field of operation can be greatly extended. 

The prospect of a native agency being trained, and in due time pre- 
pared to carry forward the work of this Mission, is regarded by the com- 
mittee with the liveliest satisfaction, and in view of all that, by the 
gracious favor of the Redeemer, has already been accomplished, and of 
all that there is good reason to hope shall yet be realized, we most cordially 
recommend to Synod to place at the disposal of the Board, not only the 
amount estimated as necessary to prosecute the work during the ensuing 
year, but whatever more the exigencies of the Mission may require to 
maintain it in the highest state of efficiency. 
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Report of FfODi the iGport of the Central Board of Domestic MissionB we learn 
onTiBsioM *^**'» ^^^ ^^T^t of funds, nothing has been done during the past year in 
' prosecuting the Southern Mission, though a minister was assigned to that 
field at last meeting of Synod. This is, in our opinion, greatly to be 
regretted, as from the antecedents of our church in this land, it is to be 
expected that this Mission would meet with special favor and support. 
As, however, the report states that there is a colored student in the 
Seminary who would be available as an agent for such work, and as we 
learn by a petition from colored students in Geneva Collegiate Institute 
that others of the same class will be coming forward, from time to time, I 
to offer their services, we recommend that B.ev. J. M. Faris, accompanied I 
by J. F. Quarles, the colored student, be sent South for two months, at as 
early a date as possible, for the purpose of locating a Mission or Missions 
among the colored people, and that a collection for this Mission be 
ordered, on some Sabbath, not later, if possible, than the first ^abWth in 
July. 

As to the prosecution of missionary work in California and Oregon, 
your committee are of opinion that the result of the partial exploration 
of the field during the past year does not present any very peculiar or 
pressing call, with the church's limited supply of laborers, to put forth 
any additional effort in that direction for the present, though no doubt if 
greater means in men and money were at the disposal of the Board, that 
part of our land would offer many encouragements to general missionary 
enterprise. 

The success that has been vouchsafed to our missionary operations in 
the west during the past year has been most encouraging. The seven 
Mission stations reported last jear are now all regularly organized con- 
gregations, and have been receiving as much attention as the means at 
the disposal of the Board would allow. We commend these Mission 
congregations, struggling with many difficulties, to the fostering care of 
this Synod, and to the liberality of the church, persuaded that these 
several fields will abundantly repay diligent cultivation. 

We call special attention to the state of the i'unds in respect to this 
Mission in general, as it is reported that the total receipts for the year 
have come short, by no less than fifteen hundred dollars, of Synod's ap- 
propriation. 

The suggestions of the Board contained in the repoit — first, that such 
missionary congregations should be required to contribute for the 
support of ordioances on a scale of not less than an average of 
seven dolUrs, thirty cents for each member per annum ; and second, that 
each new congregation, when organized, should pass under the care of 
the Presbytery within whose bounds it is located, and by it be supported— 
we deem judicious and wise, and recommend Synod to carry these sug- 
gestions into ejfect at the earliest possible eonvenience. 

Whilst many other localities would no doubt offer encouragement to 
extend our Home Missionary operations, your committee has not received 
sufficient information concerning any one in particular as to be able to 
offer any recommendation. 

As to the part of the report of the Board of Church Extension, re- 
ferred to this committee, we think that it is the imperative duty of Synod 
to call upon the church to place larger means at the disposal of that 
Board, and to direct Presbyteries to aid the Board as to the wisest and 
best distribution of its funds, by furnishing it with the fullest informa- 
tion in their power as to the circumstances and claims of congregations 
making application for aid, and that it be a recommendation to the Board 
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to deal as liberally as possible with Mission coDgregations and stations in 
their efforts to provide cburch accommodation. 

Eespectfully submitted, James Kennedy, Chairman. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

In presenting our annual statement to Synod of tbe history and opera- Report of 
tions of tbe Syrian Mission during the past year, tbe feeling to wbicb we foreign 
are compelled to give expression first of all, is tbat of gratitude to Grod. Misaions. 
Tbe tokens of bis gracious approval bave been conspicuously manifested, 
and as the result tbe year has been one of encouraging prosperity to tbe 
Mission. Tbe missionaries regard it as the most prosperous year in its 
bistory. A long season of sorrowful sowing begins to be compensated by 
joyful reaping. Tbe deatb of Dr. Dodds, wbicb the missionaries and 
tbe eburcb at bome alike lamented, as seemingly an irreparable lo»s to tbe 
Mission, was almost immediately followed by unwonted evidences and fruits 
of God*s grace and favor, as if to show us tbat tbe Master's work does 
not suffer wben tbe presence of bis most competent servants is needed in 
another department of his kingdom. 

Tbe financial exbibit wbicb we are able to make will be gratifying to 
Synod and to tbe wbole eburcb. Tbe total receipts as footed in tbe 
treasurer's book are nine thousand four hundred and six dollars and fif- 
teen cents ((9,406.15), and tbe total expenditures eight thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six dollars and one cent ($8,776.01), leaving bal- 
ance on hand, March 31st, five thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight 
dollars and fifty-nine cents ($5,728.59). Both tbe receipts and expendi- 
tures are considerably in excess of those of the preceding year, the for- 
mer by nineteen hundred and twenty- four dollars and ten cents ($1,924.10), 
and the latter by twenty-three hundred and twenty-eight dollars and 
thirteen cents ($2*,328.13). The chief items of additional outlay relate 
to tbe outfit of the new missionaries — cost of travel to Syria, and five 
hundred dollars ($500) appropriated for completing the work on tbe Mis. 
sion building in Latakiyeb. In consideration of their long continued and 
valaable services, and also the increased cost of supporting their families, 
the Board felt that it was due to justice, not less than generosity, to sup- 
plement tbe salaries of Mr. Beattie and Dr. Metheny for the past year 
with one hundred dollars each ($100). We also filled an order for books 
for Mr. Beattie to tbe extent of fifty dollars, without charge against him. 
The largely increased revenue furnished by the church for carrying 
forward the Mission work is a continued proof that the interest of the 
people in the work is more than sustained, and tbat they are ready to 
second and support whatever measures are needed in order to its greater 
efficiency. Perhaps, too, we may see in this increased liberality a fruit 
of the renewed consecration which tbe church has made of herself by 
her solemn act of covenanting to the work of making known God's light 
and salvation among the nations. 

Rev. R. J. Greorge, after careful thought, felt it to be bis duty to de- 
cline the appointment of Missionary to Syria, made by Synod. The Board 
having been authorized to send another teacher in the girls' department, 
selected for tbe work Miss Mary Ellen Dodds, daughter of the late Rev. 
Dr. Dodds, a young lady, we have reason to think, of special fitness for 
this particular service. Miss Dodds responded to the call by ofi'sring 
herself willingly for the work, and sailed for Syria in company with Rev. 
S. R. Galbraith and wife in tbe^arly part of the month of November. 
Public meetings, in connection with the departure of the missionaries, 
were held in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Newburgh and New York. Tbe 
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Report of meetings were largely attended, and by the lively interest aanife9ted in 
ForeigS^ them, the people testified their sympathy with the cause which they rep- 
Missiona. lesentcd. By the favor of God, the missionaries, after a prosperous 
voyage, arrived safely at Latakiyeh, and were received by the brethren 
rejoicing in the accession to their number and strength. The new mis- 
sionaries gave themselves at once to preparation for active service by an 
acquisition of the Arabic language. They are prosecuting the study of 
it under favorable auspices. 

The work in Latakiyeh has been prosecuted during the past year wiih 
great activity and zeal by the resident missionaries, and by the divine 
blessing upon their e£Fort8 with a success unprecedented in the history of 
the Mission. Twenty persons received the sacrament of baptism— eleven 
adults and nine children. The Lord's supper, the other seal of the cove- 
nant of grace, was dispensed on the last Sabbath in November to thirty- 
eight communicants, including the five missionaries. It was a great oc- 
casion. Nine persons, two males and seven females, were admitted to the 
communion of the Holy Catholic Church, and received in baptism the 
public recognition and seal of their membership in the kingdom of 
Christ. It was a solemn feast day, and a most glad and joyful one to 
our brethren, who beheld in their little band the vanguard of what is 
destined, and perhaps at no distant day, to be an exceeding great army in 
the valley, where but a little while ago nothing was to be seen but the 
ghastly corpse or the dry and rattling bones. It looks, iqdeed as if the 
mandate had gone forth, ^^Come from the four winds, breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." * 

The schools in Latakiyeh and the villages in the adjacent mountains 
have been prospered both in number and in efficiency of administration. 
In the former place thirty pupils have been in attendance in the boys' and 
forty in. the girls' department. Twenty-five of 'their number, seven boys 
and eighteen girls, are boarders. At B'hamra, where the late Rev. 
Thomas Lyde sought to establish a Mission among the Nusariyeh, a 
boarding school, with twenty scholars, has been improvised, and with the 
limited facilities enjoyed, has been carried on with a remarkable measure 
of success. This school is under the charge of a native teacher, who is 
spoken of as highly capable and efficient. Heside this, there are several 
village schools with an average attendance of from thirty to forty pupils ; 
and there might and would be others if the resources of the ilission 
were such as to authorize their establishment. Ail these schools are un- 
der careful inspection by the missionaries, who 'make frequent visits to 
them, looking into and directing their management. 

In all these schools the Christian religion, both in its doctrinal and 
practical aspects, is made the subject of regular and daily instruction. 
Opposition to the Bible as a text book in the school, with strange, but not 
exceptional inconsistency, is the most bitter and determined in these 
countries, which are most largely indebted to it for their prosperity and 
power. The blessed fruit of its teachings is seen in the number of con- 
verts from Miss Crawford's school, where, with unsurpassed diligence, its 
lessons are not merely taught, but illustrated and enforced by practice, 
and accompanied with fervent prayer for the illuminating grace of the 
Holy Spirit. Taking into account the moral character and condition of 
the persons under instruction, the B'hamra school is in a state of high 
efficiency. The pupils, who but recently roamed in the unrestrained 
license of pagan life, are orderly and well-conducted, and submissive to 
the established discipline of the schooK' Mr. Galbraith, whose testimony 
may be regarded as that of a stranger, was most favorably impressed by 
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what he saw on the occasion of his first visit. He says : " The school is B«port of 
managed in the best manner. The teacher has the boys under perfect ^'^^l^^ 
control, and they seem contented and happy. I must say that I never MisBioas. 
saw ia school conducted in a better manner, and the cheapness of it is 
just something incredible." To moral and religious influences, the influ- 
ence brought to bear upon them by the truth taught, this state of things 
is due. 

In Latakiyeh religious services are regularly conducted on the Sabbath 
by Mr. Beattie in Arabic. " The words of this life are preached, and in 
their own tongue the people have made known to them the wonderful 
works of God/' In B'hamra there is also a stated religious service or 
the Sabbath, conducted by the teacher who has charge of the boarding 
school in that place. In addition to their Sabbath services, religious 
and devotional exercises are observed daring the week. More, perhaps, 
than at home, and among many Christian people in our country, the 
claims of religion are recognized as paramount, and the acquisition of its 
great lessons made the daily and constant business of lite. To this fact, 
doubtless, under the blessing of God, are attributable the precious fruits 
which have been already gathered. 

Something has been done in circulating the Scriptures, and in diffusing 
light through the medium of a religious literature. Sales of books are 
reported from time to time, showing that the people are begipning to feel 
a thirst for knowledge, and are ready to make some sacrifice in order to 
satisfy it. With the limited force at the disposal of the Mission hitherto, 
• but little in the line of colportage could be done; but with a growing force 
and ^ idening field, we may hope that this valuable agency may be subsi- 
dized and turned to good account at no distant day. If means can be 
procured for the purpose, the young men who are under instruction may, 
by itinerating and disposing of books in the villages and in the nearer 
and more remote districts of the country, soon become active and efficient 
agents for good. 

The real and steady progress of the Mission is in nothing more appar- 
ent than in the fact that, several of the young men who have found the 
Christ are desirous to tell others of him, and to qualify themselves for 
serving him in the ministry of the word. Already four have signified 
their wish in this matter, and are under instruction with Mr. Beattie with 
a view to the ministry of reconciliation. It cannot be expected, of course, 
that young men who are unavoidably at great disadvantage can have 
large proficiency, or a great measure of what we would esteem as neces- 
sary qualifications for the work of preaching Christ. The facts show, 
however, that their knowledge is much in advance of many living in 
more favored countries and with vastly superior opportunities and tacili- 
ties for learning. Like many of the early Christian converts, taught by 
the Spirit of God and blessed with special illuminating grace, they are 
early fitted for preaching the kingdom of God, in making known the 
simple story of the cross, and doing it as workmen who do not need to 
be ashamed. In the early prospect of a native ministry lies one of the 
most hopeful indications in regard to the future of the Mission. The 
success of evangelical effort in foreign countries is most directly secured 
by seeking in the first place to qualify native teachers and preachers, and 
intrusting to them the instruction of the people, subject to such over- 
sight and direction as their limited experience may require. The imme- 
diate training and preparation of a native ministry is the true theory for 
a successfully operating Mission in a foreign field, and when this point is 
fairly reached valuable results may be looked for at no distant day. 
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Keport of Should expectation be realized in regard to the young men now under in- 
yore^n' struction with a view to the ministry,, and others in the earlier stages of 
MiBsuvii. educational training, the presumption is, that the church at home may 
not be called upon for any additional laborers for the Syrian field. 

The death of Dr. Dodds made it impossible to continue the Mission 
work in Aleppo. Accordingly the Mission in that place was closed and 
accounts finally settled, as soon as the arrangements for this purpose 
could be completed. The work in Idlib, which was a more promising 
field, and had the advantage of being under the direction of a competent 
instructor, was continued up until the end of March. Isa, who was in 
charge at Idlib, and of whose competency as a teacher, and great excel- 
lence as a Christian man, Dr. Dodds ofben spoke, will be transferred to 
Latakiyeh and his services reserved for that field. The present policy of 
the Mission is to concentrate its force among the Nusariyeh making Lata- 
kiyeh and B'hamra centres for radiating evangelical effort, and the infla- 
ence of a religious and Christian literature into surrounding villages and 
districts of country. 

The Missionary from the Eefarmed Presbyterian Churches in Ireland 
and Scotland, Rev. James Martin, M. D., arrived in Latakiyeh in the 
month of January, arid is residing with Mr. Beattie. The plan of co- 
operation was referred by us to the missionaries, and we have not heard 
that any definite arrangements have been made in regard to it. As some 
time must necessarily elapse before Dr. Martin has qualified himself by 
the acquisition of the Arabic language for engaging actively in missioQ- 
ary work, there will be ample time for considering the question, and not 
unlikely future developments in the progress of the Mission may render 
an adjustment of relations an easy matter. The Reformed Presbyterian 
Synod in Ireland made its usual annual remittance of £24 for the benefit 
of the Mission. The amount was expended for the most part at Aleppo 
and Idlib, for the reason that the Synod was in correspondence with the 
Mission as to the desirableness of resuming the work in that department 
on the arrival of Dp. Martin in Syria. 

The health of the missionaries during the year has been very satisfac- 
tory. No case of death has occurred in the mission families, and there 
has been less than the usual amount of sickness. Only one death among 
the native converts is reported — Miriam, the wife of yusef. She died 
after a protracted and painful illness, in the full assurance of faith, glori- 
fying Grod. Two baptized children of tender years have been removed. 
The divine favor has been enjoyed in other ways by the Mission. Antioch, 
50 miles north of Latakiyeh, and the surrounding country, was visited on 
the 3d of April with a destructive earthquake, the shock of which was 
severely felt in Latakiyeh, creating great alarm, but not producing any 
serious damage. It occurred at 7 o'clock, during morning prayers in the 
mission chapel. The friends were filled witTi consternation and fled pre- 
cipitately from the building, but without any injury to life or property- 
A tabulated view of the present condition of the Mission gives the fol- 
lowing as the results of eleven years of labor in and around Latakiyeh. 
Missionaries, native teachers and helpers, 15 to 20 ; Students of Theo- 
logy, 4 ; Communicants, 37 ; Persons under instruction at schools. Bap- 
tized children, 35. The complete roll of membership includes two names, 
Hammoud and Miriam Jedid, now glorified in Christ, leaving a present 
native membership of 37, and with the children enrolled by baptism, st 
total of 72 names. Of the 37 actual communicants, 19 are of Nusariyeb- 
birth, and 18 are converts from the Armenian, Maronite, Greek and the 
other nominally Christian sects. Here, then, is the visible living, i ncontesb- 
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>le proof that the labor of the church for Syria has not been in vain, and to Report of 
ese names our brethren there can point with a confidence and joy hardly f^^^^ 
ss than that of the great apostle of the Grentile, and say : These are the Miotions. 
al of our ministry, and of our work in the Lord. 

To these actual and positive results must be added the great work 
ihieved in overcoming obstacles, removing difficulties and otherwise 
'eparing the way for the onward march of the heralds of the cross, pub- 
shing the news of reconciliation with God, and showing to men the way 
' salvation. 

The reality of the work is attested by those fruits for which we are 
,ught to look when the gospel comes not in word only,«but also in power 
id in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance. There is a growing de* 
re among the converts for increased knowledge of divine things and a 
adiness to help in bringing to others the excellency of knowledge which 
ley have themselves received. In Genderiyeh, where more ample ac- 
)mmodations are needed, ^^ the native Covenanters", writes Dr. Metheny, 
igree to furnish the ground, the stones, the labor, and we are to furnish 
e joists, doors and windows, with a chief builder, to provide a school 
»om large enough for our congregation to worship in and to answer the 
irposes cf the school and also as a dwelliug house for the teachers.'' 
ot a few of them, especially of the Nusariyeh children, have evinced a 
eadfastness in their profession under positive persecution and suffering 
1 account of Christ, which may well fill us with wonder at the power 
* the true grace of God. Mr. Beattie mentions it as a matter deserving 
r special note that there is upon the part of the members generally, an 
irnest desire to make their religion a living power, by practising what 
ley profess. 

We submit the following, as the estimated outlay required for the en- 
aing year, giving the minimum figures : 

Salaries of missionaries % 3,800 00 

Boardiug school in Latakiyeh 2,500 00 

" " B'hamra 1,000 00 

Native helps and teachers 2,200 00 

Schools in out stations 800 00 

Medicines 500 00 

Books, including Scriptures for circulation 200 00 

Miscellaneous 400 00 

811,400 00 

To meet this we have — 

Medical department probably 8300 00 

Rent of mission building.. 100 00 

Collection, sale of books, &c 100 00 

8 500 00 



810,900 00 
Add 15 per cent, premium in gold and cost of ex- 
change 1,635 00 

812,535 00 
Less balance in treasury 5,728 59 



Amount to be raised by the church 86,806 41 
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In presenting this estimate we think it right to say that ezolasiye of 
the item for salaries of missionaries, it is based not so much on the aotnal 
needs of the mission, as on the presumed ability of the oh arch | if not the 
extent of her willingness to contribute for this department of her work. 
In the present condition of the field, with prospect of greatly enlarged 
opportunities for work in the near fature, double the amount asked for 
and needed to keep the operation of the Mission abreast of -the pressing 
and imperative exigencies of the home could be expended profitably and 
with great advantage to the interests which the Mission is seeking to 
further. This is the judgment of the missionaries made • upon the 
ground, and it i» sustained by the facts reported to and known by the 
church. It is expected that a considerable expense will be imposed upon 
the Mission in enlarging the building at B'bamra, and putting it in a 
condition to meet the requirements of the boarding school established in 
that place and increasing quite beyond what was expected. We would 
therefore earnestly and urgently press upon the church in making her 
contributions for carrying forward the work in Syria to look, not at our 
estimate, which is from the necessity of the case, to some extent, contin- 
gent and uncertain, but to her ability to give and to the increased obli- 
gation laid upon her by the answer to her prayer, and the success which, 
by the favor of Grod, has already rewarded her benefactions and her efforts. 
" When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them 
that dreamed. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongne 
with singing : then said they among the heathen, the Lord hath done ' 
great things for them. The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad." S. O. Wylie,' Chairman. 

T. P. Stevenson, Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS. ' 

The Central Board'of Domestic Missions respectfully report : 
With reference to the Southern Mission. Although Rev. J. McCracken 
was appointd to labor in this field, nothing has been done tor want of 
means. As will be seen in the report of the treasurer, the receipts have 
been little more than enough to balance his account, which was overdrawn 
at the last statement. It would be very desirable to have the claims of 
this Mission so placed before the church, as to induce her to furnish the 
means with which to cultivate it properly. It is hardly in keeping with 
our professions of sympathy in the past, while the colored people were 
slaves, and inaccessible to the gospel, to do nothing now when the way is 
open, and tho need imperative. Shall it be said of the original anti- 
slavery church, " Her strength is to sit still ?" Your Board earnestly 
desires that at this present session such action will be taken as will fur* 
nish money enough to place one or more earnest workers in the South at 
an early day. There is now in the Seminary a colored student, Louis 
Johnston, who expects to be licensed next spring, whom the Board would 
like to employ as soon as he is ready. 

Pddjic Coast — In accordance with your instructions, Mr. D. C. Mar* 
tin was sent out to explore California and Oregon. He spent about eight 
months in this section. As his report has already been published in the 
Rpf. Fresh., it is enough to state that he found but few Covenanters, 
and these far apart. If it is the design, in sending out missionaries, ta 
hunt up stray members of the church mainly, ic will not be necessary to 
spend any more effort in this particular locality ; but if it is to preach the 
gospel to perishing sinners, and disseminate those great principles oi 
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trutb whioli alone will preserve our country from ruin, there is no fairer Report of 
opening before the church. Shall we do our share of this work, or shall ^^eatic 
we leave it to others ? Misaions 

Nebraska. — A congregation was organized last December at Fremont 
and Wahoo. There are twenty-two members, two elders and two deacons, 
a Sabbath school of twenty -three scholars. ; the amount promised for 
preaching, $375. This is a very promising station. Your Board regrets 
that it could not furnish supplies during the fall and winter. At the 
April meeting, Kev. R. B. Cannon, D. D., was appointed ', it is not yet 
known whether he will accept or not. 

Repvhlican Cify^ Kansas, — Here there is an organized congregation of 
thirty-five members, four elders and two deacons. Rev. S. M. Stevenson 
was appointed to this station last August, and since his arrival has been 
laboring >rery successfully, at much personal inconvenience. He has or- 
ganized three Sabbath schools, with twelve teachers and eighty scholars. 
The people can only give eighty dollars to his support this year. 

North OedaVy Kansas. — At this point Rev. J. S. T. Milligan has been 
laboring with remarkable success. He was installed as pastor on the 
19th of April last. The congregation has eighty-four members, three 
elders, three deacons, a Sabbath school of eight teachers and one hundred 
and fifty scholars. A lot was purchased for $140, and a cheap wooden 
building, 24 by 36, erected for worship, at an outlay of $200. The 
amount promised for support of the pastor this year is $300. 

Elliola^ Minnesota, — Rev. R. Hutcheson has been preaching at this 
place, as often as he could consistently with his other appointments. Re- 
uently Rev. James Wallace was appointed. There are twenty- two mem- 
bers, three elderp and one deacon, a Sabbath school with seven teachers 
and fifty scholars. Contributions to the Board for the year, $300 ; to 
other objects, $56. 

Lake RenOy Minn. — This congregation number^ forty-three members. 
Up to last Sept., Mr. D. C. Faris had been preaching here and at Round 
Prairie; he was then, at his own wish, permitted to resign, and in iSo- 
vember Rev. R. Hutcheson was appointed to preach at each place as 
often as he could. A call has been made out for Mr. D. G. Faris. The 
place is spoken of very favorably by all who have preached there, and 
will no doubt amply repay cultivation. 

Round Prairie, Minn. — Is in about the same condition as at our last 
report. Neither this nor the former station has been so well supplied 
with preaching as the Board wished, but the best was done that could be, 
under the circumstances. To preach at three stations so widely separated, 
during last winter, was no trifling task ; yet Mr. Hutcheson succeeded in« 
accomplishing it satisfactorily to all. Two facts have contributed to 
retard the operations of the Board : scarcity of money and lack of young 
inen. In but few instances are the services of those called old ministers 
acceptable. Most stations ask for young men ; and of them, the supply 
is not equal to the demand. 

Si/lvania, Dade County ^ Missouri. — This point is somewhat remarkable 
in one feature, viz., the fact that a large proportion of its membership 
Was brought into the church, either from the world, or other denomina- 
tions. When Rev. James Wallace first visited it, there were but seven 
members. Last September an organization was effected, and there are 
now sixty members. The Board desires to make special mention of Mr. 
Wallace's labors in this connection. This is the fourth congregation that 
^e has been instrumental in organizing ; and is, though last, by no means 
^be least of his work. It certainly has required no little self sacrifice on 
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Report of IiIb part, to endure, at an advanced age, the hardships peculiar to a frontiei 

DomesSo Diission Station. His health requiring a change of location, the Boarc 

MisBioDB. acceded to his wish, and gave him the appointment already mentioned. 

Mr. J. 0. Taylor, recently licensed, was appointed in his place, and 

expects to be at Sylvania^ next month. 

Thus, briefly as possible, has been sketched the work done under the 
direction of your board during the past year. It was not deemed neces- 
sary to enter more largely into details, as many items of information have 
been published in the Ref. Presh. from time to time during the year. 
There is an urgent demand for men and means, which must be met, or 
the church prove unfaithful to her great mission. As already intimated, 
the energy of the Board has been crippled in both of the points referred 
to. Your attention is CBpecially directed to the fact that, of the sum 
appropriated to Domestic Missions at your last session, which was five 
thousand dollars, but nineteen hundred dollars were raised by collections; 
the balance of what was received consists of donations by individuals, 
and interest on invested funds ; the total receipts falling short fifteen 
hundred dollars of your appropriation. 

Your Board thinks it would be well to adopt some basb for contribu- 
tions from the various mission stations now existing, and others that may 
be established. The following suggestion is made, viz.. That no station 
shall receive support from this Board that does not contribute at least 
seven dollars and thirty cents for each member. This is but two cents 
per day. At present some stations do nobly ; others comparatively little. 
All labor under the difficulties and privations incident to new settlemeats ; 
but the amount above specified would, certainly, not be onerous, and jet 
a material advance, in some instances, cm the present contributions. 

It might also be well to adopt the rule, that when a eongregation has 
been organized, it should pass under the Presbytery within whose bounds ' 
it is located, and by it be supported, thus giving the Board greater free- ] 
dom to locate new stations. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. William Wills, Sec. \ 

i 

Declination Rev. J. M. Faris was appointed to visit the South and locate a 
J. M.Faris. Mission among the colored people. Rev. J. C. Smith was ap- 
pointed to confer with Mr. Faris in reference to his acceptanc 9of 
this appointment. Mr. Smith reported that, after conferring with 
Mr. Faris, the appointment was declined. The filling of the 
blank in the Southern Mission was then left with the Central 
B^ard of Domestic Missions. ' 

The report of the Board of Church Extension was then taken i 
up, adopted, and is as follows : 

Report oi The Board of Church Extension present their seventh annual report 
Church The year began with a very small balance on hand, and large demands 

for aid in the erection of houses of worship. The contributions have 
been better than usual in number and fair in their amount, yet they have 
not been sufficient to enable us to meet the pressing need of those making 
application for assistance. We respectfully ask Synod to give some con- 
sideration to our claims, and awaken more general and larger liberality ! 
in behalf of this scheme. We also ask that Presbyteries be directed to 
co-operate with our Board by giving us a careful judgment of the com- 
parative claims of congregations, and stirring up their congregations to 
greater liberality, both in efforts for themselves and in contributing to 
this scheme. 
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Oar treasurer reports that at the beginning of the year there was a Beport oi 
>alaDce in the treasury of $281.05 ; that forty-nine congregations and JgJ^^' 
*wo individuals contributed $1,549.40, which, with a bequest of $445.00, ExteuBion. 
made the receipts for the year $1,994.40; that the appropriations made 
luring the year amount to $1,900, and that a balance of $375.45 remains 
In the treasury. 

The distributions were as follows : To Rushsylvania, Ohio, $300.00 ; 
to Clarksburg, Pa., $700.00; to Walnut City, Iowa, $300.00, being a 
second appropriation ; to Sunbury, branch of Brookland congregation, 
Pa., $600.00. 

The contributions were made by ten congregations in New York Pres- 
l>ytery to the amount of $805.89; twelve congregations in Pittsburgh 
Presbytery to the amount of $196.2U ; Jive in Illinois Presbytery to the 
amount of $134.05 ; three in Philadelphia Presbytery to the amount of 
$119.24; three in Rochester Presbytery to the amount of $92,60; five 
in Lakes Presbytery to the amount of $59.70 ; four in Ohio Presbytery 
to the amount of $46.10 ; five in Iowa Presbytery, $44.62 ; two in Kan- 
sas Presbytery, 821 00. 

We have applications from Evans, Colorado, and from Pleasant Bidge 

and Olathe, in Kansas, which we could not act upon for want of funds. 

. Other applications will doubtless be made, and at least $3,000 should 

be at the di^'posal of the Board, otherwise our usefulness will be greatly 

impaired. James Wiggins, President 

J. C. K. MiLLlQAN, Secretary. 

The Oommittee on the Homestead Oath reported. The report 
was accepted, adopted, and is as follows : 

I The Committee on the Homestead Oath report, that they have exam- ^^^^^'^ 
ined the Homestead laws of the United States, and find that every appli- on 
cant must swear that he is a citizen, or that he has filed his declaration q^^^^^^ 
of intention to become such, as required by the naturalization laws of 
the United States. (See Brightley's Digest of the Laws of the U. S., p. 288, 
8ec. 41.) At the time the patent is made out, he must swear that he 
bas borne true allegiance to the government of the United States. (Idem,y 
page 288, sec. 42.) 

There never has been a question in the church as to the first oath. It 
has always been deemed wrong. As to the second, which both natives 
and foreigners mast take, a majority of the committee think it inconsist- 
ent with our refusal to incorporate, by any act, with the government of 
the United States. 

The committee recommend that Synod take steps to obtain such a mod- 
ification of tbese oaths as may be consistent with our dissent. 

D, S. Paris, Chairman, 

Rev. S. Wylie, D. D., D. McAllister and Robert Aiton were committee 
appointed a committee to carry out the recommendation of the Homestead 
above report. The same committee was instructed to obtain a^****' 
modification of the oath required of pensioners. 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of Synod are due to Mr. Resolution 
James Kelly, of Wilkinsburg, for the munificent donation of a lot?o»^^' 
of ground as a site for our Theological Seminary, and that a copy Kennedy. 
of this resolution, duly certified by the Moderator and Clerk, be 
transmitted to Mr. Kelly. 

16 
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The Report of the Oommittee on the Theological Seminary was 
taken up, amended and adopted, )and is as follows i*^ . 

Beport of The Committee on the Theological Seminary respectfully report : 
Committee That WO havo examined with care the only paper submitted to us, tb 
Geological Beport of the Board of Superintendents. We find much cause of gnti- 
Seminary. ^.^^^ Iq ^q flourishing Condition of the Seminary. Amid the multiplidl 
calls upon their liberality during tlie past year, the people have abounded 
in their contributions to this cherished institution of the church. 

Four matters in the report of the professors, as submitted by the Bond 
of Superintendents, call for the special attention of Synod : 

1. The irregular attendance of a few of the students. We recommond 
that the action suggested by the professors be adopted : That the students 
be allowed only the time they are in actual attendance, except in cases of 
sickness, and that no student be recommended for licensure until he his 
made up three years full attendance. We further recommend that a roll 
be kept by the professors of the attendance on each recitation, and be 
by them submitted to the Board when it meets at the close of each mb- 
sion. 

2. Presbyteries are enjoined to make no appointments for fourth yetr 
students during the sessions of the Seminary, and sessions and pastors are 
directed to extend no invitations to them to the same effect. 

3. With reference to the length of the session, your committee see no 
good reason for diminishing the session of the Seminary. ' If the in- 
creased length of the session were an experiment, which however it is 
not, it has not been sufficiently tried. Other Theological Seminaries have 
as long, or even a longer session. Oar judgment is that the carelessness 
of some students in coming to the Seminary is dependent, not on the 
length of the session, hut upon the students themselves. And we are not 
aware that the length of the term has made any great dififerenee in that 
respect. 

4. With regard to the fourth point submitted to your committee by 
the Board, we recommend that the Board, with the aid of the professors, 
make up a statement of the attendance, conduct and diligence of the stu- 
dents, and send the same to the Presbytery under whoso care these stu- 
dents are, in time for the next meeting of such Presbytery. 

The term of office of two members of the Board of Superintendents 
expires by limitation at this session of Synod. We recommend that 
Synod proceed to fill the vacancies. S. Bowden, Chairman. 

sa^erinVna- ^^^ ^^^® requiring the election of Superintendents of the Semi- 

eatd. nary by ballot, was suspended, and the Revs. A. M. Milligan and 

J. 6albraith were appointed Superintendents to fill the vacancies 

in the Board. The beginning of the Seminary year was made the 

beginning of the financial year. 

The report of the Board of Education was taken up, and while 
under consideration, the rule requiring adjournment at 4^ o'clock, 
was suspended. The report was then amended, adopted, and is as 
follows : 

BoS?d*of' The Board of Education would respectfully report : 
Education. That the institution under our supervision has been conducted during 
the past year, on the basis adopted at last meeting of Synod. 

* The Eeport of the Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary 
will appear in our next number. ^ 
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Revs. Wm. Milroj, J. L. MoCartney, N. B,. Jolinston, and Mrs. RosaB^portof 
folinstoD, being the faculty with a parity of power. SJicatton. 

We have had a gODdly measure of success, taking the year throughout, 
ind have more students in proportion this term than usual. 

The attendance during the past year has been about fifty, of whom 
eleven were beneficiaries — six colored and five ministers' children. 

We are happy to state that our colored students continue to show them- 
selves worthy of our confidence and assistance, and as a specimen of their 
ability, we refer you to their petition now before you in reference to the 
Southern Mission. 

We would respectfully ask you for an appropriation of $2,500, to prose- 
cute our work for the year, and herewith present our Treasurer's report. 

We recommend that the Board have power to add to its members if 
found necessary to the good of the institution. 

Eespeetfully submitted, P. H. WYi^ii:, Sec, 

The Revs. J. R. Hill, T. P. Robb and P. P. Boyd, and James 
Wylie, James Reed and W. Reed were appointed members of the 
Board of Education of Geneva Institute, and the name of Rev. 
J. S. T. Milligan stricken out from the same, owing to his 
removal to Kansas. 

The Report of the Committee on Finance was taken up. Re- 
port amended, adopted, and is as follows : 

The Committee on Finance respectfully report, that the following pa- committL 
pers have been placed in their hands : o» Finance. 

Report of Rev. Dr. Sproull, Trustee of Wright Donation Fund. 
" " Rev. S. Carlisle, Treasurer of McKinney Fund. 

James Wiggins, *' Superannuated Ministers' Fund. 

Daniel Euwer, ^' Dom. and Southern Missions. 

Wm. Wills, " Synod's Board of Trustees. 

David Gregg, ** Theological Seminary. 

Wm. Brown, " and Trustee of Synod. 

" Board of Foreign Missions, as 

Trustees of Dodds Memorial Fund. 

W. T. Miller, < « of Board of Church Extension. 

D. Boyd, " of Board of Education. 

We present the following summary of these aecounts : 

Wright Donation Fund, Dr. Cr. 

Balance from last report,. $ 35 55 

Received from rent of St. Paul property, 165 00 

First payment from sale of *^ 1,500 00 

Total, $1,700 55 

Paid David Gregg, Treasurer of Theol. Seminary, $ 112 13 

Expenses of house, including costs of sale, .' 200 47 

Paid Wm. Wills, Treasurer of Synod's Board of Trustees, 1,387 95 

Total, 81,700 55 

The St. Paul property was sold for $3^100. Of this, $1,500 has been 
paid in. The remaining $1,600 is t o paid in two annual instalments, 
secured by bond and mortgage. These papers have been assigned to 
Synod's Board of Trustees. 
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Beportof McKxnney Fund, Dr. Cb. 

^SlSTe Balance on hand at last report, $146 13 

Receipts, 52 68 

Total, $198 81 

Total amount paid to Miss McKinney, • 9201 00 

Leaving due Treasurer, 92 19 

Superannuated Min%ster$* Fund (New). 

Balance on band at last report, 92,701 35 

Mortgage interest, 110 87 

Collections, &c 408 36 

Total, 93,220 58 

All of this has been transferred to Wm. Wills, Treasurer of Synod's 
Board of Trustees. 

Domestic Mission Find, Dr. Or. 

Balance in last report, 9 486 60 

Donations and bequests, 1,29100 

Interest, 349 23 

Collections, &c 1,685 19 

Total, 93,812 02 

Total outlay, 93,243 81 

Balance, 568 21 

Southern Mission Fund. 

Amount due Treasurer, per last report, 9 129 92 

Receipts, 9 185 70 

Balance, 9 55 78 

Foreign Mvision Fund, 

Balance on hand at last report, 95,098 45 

Receipts from bequests, collections, dona- 

tions, interest, &c . 9,489 89 

Total, 914,588 34 

Expenditures, 98,859 7o 

Balance, 95,72^^ 59 

This to close of fiscal year, March 30. Since then, 

to May 15, Receipts, 9 420 37 

Expenses,.., 627 06 

Balance, 95,521 90 

Literary Fund, 

Balance at last report, 9 52 84 

Receipts, 121 71 

Total, 9 174 55 

Expended, 9 146 15 

Balance, March 30, , 9 28 40 

Since then, received, to May 15, 9 4 00 

Balance, 9 32 40 
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Superannuated Ministers* Fund ( Old). Report of 

- - - - Ck>miDitt6« 

CD Fiaanco. 



Balance last report, » 2 12 Coiimitteo 



Receipts from interest, 10 42 

Total, $12 54 

Expended for benefit of Miss Jane Oibson, $ 12 54 

Dodds Memorial Fund. 

Total receipts, J5,831 42 . 

Purchase money for farm in Westmoreland Co., Pa $3,500 00 

Other expenditures, 373 00 

Total, $3,873 00 

Balance, May 13, $1,958 42 

Church Extension Fund, 

Balance on hand at last report,. $ 281 05 

Bequest of Wm. Brown, Jr 445 00 

Contributions, 1,549 40 

Total, $2,275 45 

Appropriations, $1,900 00 

Balance, 375 45 

Theological Seminary Fund. 

Collections, donations, <fec $2,669 87 

Interest on investments, 2,383 66 

Total, $5,053 53 

Professors' salaries, $4,780 96 

Contingent expenses, &c 272 57 

Total, $5,053 53 

Endowmml Fund. 

Cash on hand at last report, $820 77 

Bequest of A. C. Douglas, 246 50 

All other sources, 213 50 

Total, $1,280 77 

Passed over to Treasurer of Synod's Board of Trustees,.. $1,280 77 
Invested funds for endowment — 

U.S. bonds, $16,400 00 

. Bonds and mortgages, 8,000 00 

Above money transferred, 1,280 77 

Total, $25,680 77 

lAhrary Fund. 

Cash on hand at last report $24 81 

Receipts, 25 24 

Total $50 05 

Expenditures, $49 05 

Balance, 1 00 
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Interest on bonds, 91,212 18 

Estate of Mary White, 129 21 

Donation, J. R. Hemphill, 100 00 



Total, $1,441 39 

Balance due Treasurer at last report < . . . . f 132 05 

Expended for use of students, 1,190 00 

Contingent expenses, 19 34 

$1,341 39 

Balance, ^ % 100 00 

Board of Education Fund. 

Balance in report to last Synod, $274.06, 
less $80.98, not yet paid to present Treas- 
urer, $ 193 13 

Bent of Seminary building, 75 00 

Collections, &o 877 68 



Total $1,145 81 

Tuition of beneficiaries, and support of colored students, $632 00 

Repairs, 117 00 

Contingencies, 75 05 

Total, \ $824 05 



Balance, $321 7B 

Additional account — 

Receipts from 1st and 2d Miami and Rush- 

sylvania, for repairs, $316 75 

Received from tuition from other than ben- 

eficiarie?, 404 35 

Received by two colored students, for sup- 
port, 250 GO 

In consequence of the resolution of last Synod (see printed Minntes 
p. 206, 3d) that funds invested, or for investment, be transferred to Syn- 
od's Board of Trustees, the Treasurer of that Board has now in charge 
the following securities : 

For the Seminary Endowment, $80,757 82 

" " Students' Fund, , 10,612 12 

" " Domestic Missions, ; 5,790 06 

'' " Southern Mission, 1,000 00 

" " Superannuated Ministers' Fund, 2,800 00 



Total investments, $50,950 00 

And — 

Cash on hand for current expenses of Seminary, $ 1,184 33 

" Domestic Missions, 57 70 

to be invested for Sup. Ministers' Fund, 610 86 

from Rebecca Law, 150 00 

Total, $ 2,002 89 

Less students' account overdrawn, 235 02 

Cash balance on hand, and invested at 6 per ct. on call, $ 1,767 87 
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Your oommit^fi recommend, Report of 

1st. That the reports of all the Treasurers be filed, and the expense ^ pj^ance. 
account of each report be published, and also the lull account of William 
Wills. 

2d. That the contributions to the Memorial Fund be left with Mr. 
Grregg until the fund is required for building purposes. 

3d. That Synod proceed to elect by ballot two Trustees, in the place 
of those members of the Board whose term expires June 15th, namely 
Daniel Chestnut and Wm. Wills. 

4th. That Synod call the attention of the church to the needs of the 
McKinney and Library Funds, and the Superannuated Ministers' Fund. 

5th. That Synod return its thanks to Dr. Sproull for bis management 
of the Wright Donation Fund to such advantage. 

6th. That the resignation of James Wiggins, Treasurer of the Super- 
annuated Ministers' Fund, tendered in his report, be accepted, and that 
the thanks of the Synod he given to him for his labor in connection with 
the fund. 

7th. That the contributions to this fund be hereafter remitted direct^ 
to the Treasurer of Synod's Board of Trustees, until otherwise ordered. 

8th. That the fifty dollars from David Dili, of Winchester, Kansas, for 
the Theological Seminary, be used for current expenses. 

9th. That Illinois Presbytery be directed to have the income of the 
Indianapolis Mission property paid into the Church Extension Fund, 
QDtil the disposition of this property, formerly ordered by Synod in 1866, 
lias been made. 

10th. That Synod accept the resignation of William Brown, as Treas- 
urer of the Foreign Mission and Literary Funds, and that Walter T. 
Miller, of New York city, be appointed in his place, whose receipt shall 
be a sufficient voucher foi^ Mr. 3rown. 

11th. That Synod, in accepting Mr. Brown's resignation at his re- 
peated request, express its sense of the valuable services he has rendered 
to the church, and return its thanks to him for his labors on behalf of its 
intcrestB. 

12th. That Mr. Brown hand over to Synod's Board of Trustees the 
bonds for permanent investment named in his invoice, in accordance with 
the resolution of last Synod (p. 206, printed minutes), as to such funds. 

13th. That Synod ask all the Treasurers of its various funds to send 
with their balance sheets a condensed statement of their accounts. Some 
do this at present. 

The following appropriations for the schemes of the church are also 
recommended : 

Board of Education, first Sabbath of July, $2,500. 

Southern Mission, '' '' August, 3,000. 

National Reform, , " " Sept., 3,000. 

Theological Seminary " " Qctober, 3,500. 

domestic Missions " " Nov., 5,000. 

Foreign Mission, '' " Dec, 7,000. 

Church Extension, " " January, 3,000. 

licKinney Fund, " " February. 

Respectfully submitted, D. B. Willson, Chmrman. 

Mr. William Wills and Daniel Chestnut were chosen by ballot gemberg of 
as members of Synod's Board of Trustees. Trustees. 
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Mr. Wm. Brown, Trustee of Sjnod, presented his written re- 
signation, which is as follows : 

'' I hereby tender to Synod my resignation as Trustee and Treasnrer 
of the Foreign Mission and Literary Funds. A regular invoice of all 
bonds and securities intrusted to me by Synod has been made out, whieh 
I herewith submit to Synod, and will pay over all moneys remaining in 
my possession, as Synod may direct, and for which I respectfully ask 
Synod's written order so to do. 

All which is respectfully submitted, William Brown. 

On the resignation of Mr. Brown as Trustee of Synod, the fol- 
lowing resolution:^was unanimously adopted : 

Inasmuch as Wm. Brown has resigned as Trustee and Treasurer 
of Synod's Foreign Mission and Literary Funds, therefore re- 
HTnT Brown, solved : That Synod hereby authorize him to transfer all the tem- 
porary investments held by him of said Foreign Mission Fund, and 
pay over all the moneys remaining in his hand to Walter T. Miller, 
of New York, now appointed Treasurer of said Fund, and whose 
receipt shall be payment in full of all demands of Synod against 
the said W. Brown for said fund ; and also authorize him to pay 
over in like manner to said Walter T. Miller, the Literary Fund, 
and his receipt shall be payment in full as above. 

Synod further authorizes Wm. Brown to transfer to the Treas- 
urer of Synod's Board of Trustees at Pittsburgh all the perma- 
nent investments of the Foreign Mission, and the receipt of the 
Treasurer of said Board shall be payment in full of all funds and 
all demands against the said William Brown for said fund. 

The reports of the Committee on Discipline were taken up. 
The item reported by this committee in its second report was Paper 
No. 1, a memorial from Old Bethel session. This item was laid 
on the table until next meeting of Synod. Item 3 of the report 
of the Committee on Unfinished Business, and all the papers on 
the Stott case, which had been referred to the Committee on Discip- 
line» were taken up, and the resolution before the court at adjourn- 
ment on Friday evening was adopted, viz.. That Synod dispose 
of the whole matter by adopting the resolution of the Committee 
on Discipline of last Synod. The report of the Committee on 
Unfinished Business was amended by adding to it the following 
item : Committee to make Collection and Digest of Laws — Rev. S. 
0. Wylie, chairman, (p. 196, Minutes of 1870.) This item was laid 
on the table until the next meeting of Synod. The report of the 
Committee on Unfinished Business was then adopted as a whole, 
and is as follows : 

Report of The Committee on Unfinished Business respectfully report that 
(^mmittee ^y^Qj have examined the manuscript minutes of Synod, and find 
Unfinished them fully and accurately transcribed. The items of unfinished 

Business. . •' i» n 

business are as lollows : 

Item 1. Rules of Order, recommitted— Rev. S. 0. Wylie, 
Chairman, (see printed minutes, p. 200). 



IE] 



Reformed Preebt/tertan ChurcTt. 249 

Item 2. Report on Memorial of Session of Second congrega- ^^^SSttl 



t;ion of New York, (see printed minutes, p. 200). on 

Item 8. Report of Committee on Discipline, (see printed B^iness. 
minutes, p. 242). 

Item 4. Item on Temperance in report of Pittsburgh Presby- 
tery. Referred to Oommittee of which D. Stevenson, D. D., is 
chairman, (see printed minutes, p. 245). 

*" Item 6. Committee to make Collection and Digest of Laws — S. 
0. Wylie, chairman, (p. 196, minutes of 1870). 

J. W. Sproull, Chairman. 

Synod adjourned with prayer to meet to-morrow at 9 o'clock 

Aa M. 

8A1CS Flack, Wednesday, June 6, 1872, 9 o'clock a. m. 

j. Synod met, and was constituted with prayer. After spending a 
[ half hour in devotional services, the court proceeded to business. 
I All the members present, except Crowe, J. M. Milligan, Mc- 
\ Knight, T. C, Sproull, R. M. C. Thompson and R. Wylie, all 
t of whom soon appeared, except Crowe, T. C. Sproull, R. M. C. 
f Thompson and J. M. Milligan. Minutes read* and approved. 
I On motion, Resolved, That William Brown be requested to 
V. continue his care of Miss Jane Gibson, and that he retain in his 

hand the old Superannuated ^und to be used under his judgment 

for her benefit. 
Paper No. 11, a complaint and appeal against a decision of the ^2Slt*°* 

New York Presbytery in refusing to add to the report of the ^^JJ^J^',^ 

Committee on Sessional Records two items in regard to the dis- 

5ensing with a day of fasting before the administration of the 
iord's supper, and also the dispensing with the ordinary tables in 
li> the observance of the sacrament of the supper, was taken up. 
y^ After hearing the parties, the complaint and appeal was sustained. 
The rule requiring the court to take a recess at 12 o'clock was 
saspended, and the Synod resolved to adjourn fiixally at a quarter 
to 1 o'clock p. M. 

The report of the Special Committee was taken up, amended, 
adpoted, and is as follows : 

The Committee on Papers 13, 14 and 18 respectfully report : Report of 

That these papers are memorials from some members of the church, cSmmittee. 
beloDging to fi^e or six congregations, who find difficulties in the way of 
swearing the bond of Covenant taken by Synod at its last meeting. 
Your oommittee are of the opinion that a misapprehension of the im- 
}i\ port of the bond is the cause of these difficulties. The question is raised 
what relation it bears to the National Covenant and the Solemn League — 
whether or not it is a renovation of these deeds. This inquiry can be 
answered in the affirmative or the negative, according to the sense in 
^{ which we use the word renovation. We never proposed to renew the 
i^^ covenants, as they were renewed — the National Covenant in 1638, and the 
Solemn League in 1648, in the very words of the original deeds. But, 
jl^ in the sense of renewing our oath to these covenants as binding on us in 
all things moral in their nature, not only as required of us by the divine 
law, but also as federal deeds, the svrearing of the bond was an act of 
covenant renovation. 
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Jamks C. Gilmose should have been credited last month $5.00 for 
Foreign Mission, instead of $2 oO, and Mrs. J. 0. Gilmore should have 
"been credited $2.50. 



All subscriptions for the Magazine received as late as June 25th, are 
acknowledged this month. Subscribers will oblige us by examining the 
credit given, and in case a mistake has been made, notifying us at once. 



A CALL has been moderated in Washington congregation in favor of 
Kev. D. J. Coulter. 



The 1st Sabbath in July is the day appointed by Synod for the 
collection for Board of Education. An appeal in its behalf has al- 
leady been sent to Pastors. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

NEW YORK PREfciBYTEBY. 

Oraftahury — Rev. N. R. Johns'.on, July ; Rev. B. McCullough, 
August ; Rev. M. Wilkin, October. 

Barnet — Rev. B. McCullough, July, 2d, 3d, 4th Sabbaths ; Rev. N. 
K. Johnston, August, Sd and 4th Sabbaths; Rev. J. M. Seattle, AugUbt 
2d, Sept. 2d, and^Oct. 8d. 

Topsham — Rev. B. McCullough, June and July, 1st Sabbath ; Rev. 
N. R. Johnston, August, 1st and 2d Sabbaths ; Rev. M. Wilkin, Sept. 

Second Boston^-^B.ev. A. W. Johnston, June. 

West Hebron — Rev. A. W. Johnston, July; Rev. M. Wilkin, August; 
D. 0. Martin, June, 4th and 5th Sabbaths; Rev. J. Kennedy to dispense 
sacrament, September, 2d Sabbath. 

West Galway-^B.QY. M. Wilkin, July, 3d and 4th Sabbaths. 

Walton—D. C. Martin, June, 2d and 3d Sabbaths ; Rev. A. W. 
Johnston, August ; Rev. J. M. Beattie, October, 1st Sabbath. 

J. C. K. MiLLiaA.N, Chairman Committee. 

PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Pine Greek — July, 8d Sabbath, Black ; August, 3d Sabbath, J. F. 
Crozier ; September, 8d Sabbath, Martin. 

Rehohoth — July, 2d Sabbath, Wallace; August, 1st Sabbath, J. F. 
Crozier; September, 2d Sabbath, Martin. 

Bear Run — July, Ist Sabbath, Elder; July, 3d Sabbath, Wallace; 
August, 2d Sabbath, J. F. Crozier ; September, 4th Sabbath, Martin. 

Mahoning — June, 4th Sabbath, Elder; July, 4th Sabbath, McAuley; 
August, 4th Sabbath, J. F. Crozie;; September, 1st Sabbath, Black, to 
dispense communion with such assistance as ha can obtain. 

ThoS. a. Sproull, Chairman Com. Supplies, 

ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 

J. M. Faris. Princeton — June 3d and 4th Sabs.; Old Bethel — June 5th 
Sab., July 1st and 2d Sabs.; Churchill — July 3d and 4th Sabs. 

I). J. Shaw. Priticeton — August 1st and 2d Sabs. 

W. F. George. Elkhorn^June 4th and 5th Sabs.; Old Bethel — July 
3d and 4th Sabs. J. McCracken, Chairman Committee. 

ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 

Toronto — M. Wilkin, 3d and 4th Sabbaths, June; J. F. Crozier, 5th 
Sabbath, June; Ist and 2d Sabbaths, July; D. C. Martin, 3d and 4th 
Sabbaths, July; 1st and 2(1 Sabbaths, August. 

Sterling — S. Bowden, 2d Sabbath, June; R. D. Sproull, 3d Sabbath, 
June; T. Sproull, D. D., June 4th Sab.; M. Wilkin, June 5th Sab.; D. 
C. Martin, July 1st and 2d Sabs.; J. F. Crozier, July 3d and 4th 
Sabs.; D. C. Martin,' August 3d and 4th Sabs. 

Lochiel — :Rev. R. Shields, to supply in Lochiel as may be arranged 
between himself and the session. 

The remaining appointments were loft to the Interim Committee of 
Supplies, who w«=)re authorized to grant the moderation of a call to the 
congregation of Toronto when applied for. S. Bowden, 

Clerk of Presbytery. 













SYNOD'S TREASUCERS. 

Central Board of Missions, D. Edwjcb, Ridi^e Ayenue, Alleghe 
City, Pa. • ^ 

Theolosfical Seminary and Memorial Jiuilding Funds, D. Grigo, 
Wood Street, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Church Extension Fund, W. T. Miller, 40 West 22d St., New Yoi 

Board of Educvition, D. Boyp, Bellefontaine, Ohio. 

McKinney Fund, Rkv. S. Carlisle, Nowburgh, New York. 

Trustees of Synod, W. Wills, Market Street, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Foreign Mission and Literary Funds, W. /T. Miller, 40 W< 
22d Street, New York. 

Additional receipts crowded out this month, will appear in S( 
tember issue. 

The Address of the Treasurer of the Foreign Mission and L: 
iRARY Funds is now Walter T. Miller, 40 West 22d St. N. 

The P. O. Address of the Treasurer of tho Church Extensi 
Fund, formerly Box 55-3, New York, is now 40 West 22d Strei 
New York, same as above. 

Ohio Presbytery will meet in Londonderry on tho last Wednesd 
of August, at 10 A. M. 

TI3:E30L0C3-'Z'. 

We have now the largest assortment of Theological ^ooks in t' 
country, aud are constantly receiving from AnCtlOD and Librarl 
and by importing, large additions. We intend to make our EstabliS 
ment more and more, valuable in rich and rare books, old and new. 

We take special pains to collect rare works of the old Scottish a 
Englisll divines. 

s ^ K 15 A. T II js o II o o Ju 1$ o o k: « . 

We are down-town agents for Presbyterian Board of Pnblicatic 
have the books of the 8. S. Union, Martien, <^arters, Uandoipb, a 

all the new and good books. Stationery of ail kinds. 

N. TIBBALS & SON, 

37 Park Row and 145 Nassau Street^ 

Sahhath School Psalm and Tune Boo) 

For US3 in Families, Sabbath Schools and Congregations, 

CONIAININa 

Selections from the Metrical Version of the Psalms^ set to sixty approprii 

Tunes. And also the entire 

•ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY PSALMS. 

rRlCES. 

Wth atiff covocs. Paper cor 

ON^E COPY • 85 cents. oO cen 

TWENTY-FIVE COPIES, $ 7.50 . $ 6.25 • 

PIETY COPIES, 12.50 10.00 

ONE HUNDKED COPIES, 20.00 15.00 

/ The above prices iucludo the express or mail cliarsea. 

Address all orders to WILLIAM 11. SCOTT, 

237 and 230 Di ch Street^ Philadelphia 
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APPOINTMENTS IN ROOHfiSTER PRESBYTERY. 

Sterlivg—B, McCullough, September let and 2d Sabbaths. S. Bowden 
to dispense the communion of the Lord's Supper on 2d Sabbath of 
September, assisted by B. McCullough, and moderate in a call, if requested. 
W. McFarland, 5th Sabbath of September. R. Shields, 1st Sabbath of 
October. v 

Toronto— B. McCullough, 3d, 4th and 4th Sabbaths of September. 

S. Bowden, Chairman. 

APPOINTMENTS IN ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 

J. Crozier, Old Bethel, Aug. 1st, 2d and 3d; Churchill, Aug. 4th, 
and Sept. 1st and 2d ; Princeton, Sept. 3d and 4th. D. J. Shaw, Prince- 
ton, Aug. 1st and 2d. D. S. Paris, Old Bethel, Oct. Ist; Churchill, 
Oct. 2d. J. McCracken, Chairman. 



We are obliged to defer till next month book notices, obituaries, 
mission letters, items of church news, answers to correspondents, &c., in 
order to publish the remaining Minutes of Synod, and the particulars of 
the death of Rev. S. R. Galbraith. In our next issue will appear an 
obituary notice of B,ev. R. Z. Willson. 

We find we must defer till next month a portion of the Minutos, as 
there is not room enough in this nnmber. 



As we intend soon to insert in our regular issue a fly leaf, similar 
to the one inserted last February, we shall be obliged to correspondents, 
in case any changes have been made since, or any omissions in the notices 
at the time, if they let us know at once. 



The first Sabbath of August is the day appointed for the collec- 
tion for Southern Missions. An appeal issued by direction of the Cen- 
tral Board, has been published and circulated. The first Sabbath of 
September is the day appointed for the collection for National Reform. 



An agent has been appointed in each Presbytery, in addition to 
those appointed in the congregations, for the Memorial Volume, from 
whcm can be obtained copies of both editions, and of the Pastoral Letter 
and Covenant with signatures. A copy of the Memorial Volume should 
be in each family in the church. As it is not likely another edition will 
soon be published, the work will become every year more valuable. 
Those unsupplied should procure copies at once 

AGENTS. 

New York Pres., W. Neely, 848 Bowery, New York. 

Philadelphia Pres., W. J. Ferguson, 13 Exchange Building:, Phila. 

Rochester Pres., Rev. R. D. Sproull, 126 Alexander st., Rochester, N. Y. 

Lakes Pros., D. Boyd, Bellelontaine, Ohio. 

Illinois Pres., Rev. D. S. Faris, Sparta, 111. 

Pittsburgh Pres., Dr. Sterrett, 277 Penn st., Pittsburgh, 

Ohio Pres., J. McCartney, Norwich, O. 

Iowa Pros , Rev. C. D. Trumbull, Dodgeville, Iowa. 

Kansas Pros., Rev. AV. W. McMillan, Olathe, Kan. 

J. R. W'. Sloanb, Chairman. 



The address of W. T. Miller, Treasurer of the Foreign Mission 
and Literary Funds, in place of W. Brown, resigned, and of the Board 
of Church Extenston Fund, is 40 W. 22d st., New York, aiid not as be- 
lore, box 553. Correspondents will please make a note of this. 



The attention of the Committee on the Memorial Fund is called 
to the fact that it was resolved at last meeting of Synod to have the 
$20,000 subscribed if possible by the 1st of October. "While pastors and 
sessions are the best judges how to proceed in their respective congrega- 
tions, it is suegestod that it might be well to attend to the matter on the- 
Monday of the fall communion. S. Bowden, 

Chairman o;f Memorial Fu7id Committee. 
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INSIfiUMEHTAL HUSIO IK HEW TESTAMENT WOBSHIP. 

(Continued flrom page 164.) 
BY BEY. B. HUTCHEI^ON. 

J. The instrumental music of the former age was cbrbmonial. 
is is, no doubt, one of the reasons why it has been left out ; or to 
^ak more accurately, this is the reason why it was used under the 
r. It might be granted that these instruments were figurative, like 
)ad, water, wine, light, heat (Ps. 98 : 6 ; Rev- 1 : 10, and 8 : 13), 
] yet not be ceremonial. Again, it might be granted that they were 
)ical, like Isaac, Samson, David, and the throne of Solomon (Ex. 
: 16, and 20: 18), and still not ceremonial. That they were figu- 
ive, typical and ceremonial will appear from the following con- 
lerations : ^ 

[a) They depended largely on the priesthood. The trumpets be- 
iged exclusively to the priests. Num. 10: 8, *^The sons of Aaron, 
) priests, shall blow with the trumpets ; and they shall be to you for 
ordinance forever, throughout your generations/' Even when they 
nt to war, the priest must go along, verse 9 and chap. 31 : 6, "And 
)ses sent them to the war, — them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the 
est, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow 
his hand." See also Josh. 6 : 4 and 2 Chron. 13 : 12, 14. The 
aller instruments belonged to the Levites ; but the proper business 
the Levites was to wait on the priests in every part of the services. 
3hron. 23 : 28 (margin), " Their station was at the hand of the sons 
Aaron, for the service of the hous^ of the Lord,*' &c., &c. 1 Chron. 
: 1-8, we have the Levites set for song, to the number of 288-24x 
; with cymbals, psalteries and harps. Already we have seen the 
able use of the trumpet — for proclamation, for music. In the 
isic, the song, it is combined with the other instruments, but still 
ained in the hand of the priest. After David had settled by inspi- 
ion the service of praise, the first occasion that called forth the en- 
e orchestra (even in 1 Kings 1 : 39, the coronation of Solomon, the 
est was engaged,) was the dedication of the temple, 2 Chron. 5. 
)re we find all the instruments combined ; verse 12, ^' Also the Le- 
es — arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and psalteries wcl^Vl^^^^^ 
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stood at the east end of the altar, and with them an hundred and 
twenty priests, sounding with trumpets ;" verse 18, we are told that 
they and the ^^ singers were as one, to make one sound." When David 
brought up the ark from the house of Obed-edom, there were but 
seven priests that blew with the trumpets ; but there was the same 
combination, on the same principle, of the priests with trumpets, 
and Levites with psalteries, harps and cymbals of brass. See 1 
Ghron. 15. The two classes of instruments were combined over the 
sacrifices. Passing here Num. 10 : 10, which treats only of trumpets, 
and Josh. 6, for the same reason, we have the sacrifices in abnn- 
dance, on the occasion of bringing up the ark from the house of 
Obed-edom, and the bringing it into Solomon's temple. 1 Chron. 15 : 
26, and 2 Ghron. 7 : 1. ^'Now when Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt 
offering and the sacrifices." The complete combination of priests 
with trumpets, and Levites with instruments of music, over the sac- 
rifices, can only be seen by studying the whole connection of the 
dedication. It was wrought into the entire machinery of that which is 
abolished ; and is fully recognized in the psalms, as holding forth good 
things to come. Ps. 81 : 2, 3, ^' Take a psalm, and bring hither the 
timbrel, the pleasant harp, with the psaltery. Blow up the trumpets," 
&c. Ps. 98 : 5, 6, and 150 : 3-5. In the days of Hezekiah we find the 
same. 2 Chron. 29 : 24-29. " And when the burnt offering began, 
the song of the Lord began also, with the trumpets, and with the in- 
struments of David king of Israel," verse 27. So also in chap. SO: 
21 ; Ezra 8 : 10, 11 ; Neh. 12 : 27-43. They are thus identified wiA 
the system of ceremonies — set feasts, sacrifice, altar, temple, and all 
its furniture. Each, all of these depended on the priesthood, and 
fell with it, according to Heb. 7: 12, "For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law." 

(b) They belonged to the national worship of the peculiar people, 
with their anointed king, their one altar, one temple, spirit of pro- 
phecy» Urim and Thummim. Ex. 15 : 20. *' Miriam the prophetess, 
ths sister of Aaron, took a timbrel," &c. 2 Sam. 6:5. . " And David 
and all the house of Israel played before the Lord on all manner of 
fir-wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on 
cornets, and on cymbals," ver. 15. " So David and all the house of 
Israel brought up the ark of the Lord, with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet." 1 Chron. 18: 5, 6, 8, and 15 : 3, 28^ The 
point brought out in this connection is, that the whole service in which 
the instruments were used was a national affair — not exactly a mere 
civil rejoicing like our 4th of July, but a national worship. The Le- 
vites prophesied with the harp in the national worship, 1 Chron. 25: 
1, 3, according to the order of the king, ver. 2. When Elisha called 
for a minstrel, he prophesied in the interest of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah only. 2 Kings 3: 13-15. Though the transaction occurred in 
the land of Edom, it was to Judah a national affair. The singers, the 
players, Ps. 68 : 25, were in the national service. When David used 
his harp in retirement, he was preparing hymns and tunes for the pab- 
li'c service. The *' company" that Saul encountered, ISam. 10: 6, 
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were prophets eoming down from the high place ; Saul was now a na- 
tional character himself ; the Spirit of the Lord comes on him ; ^^ and 
when he had made an end of prophasjing, he came to the high place." 
The merest incidental allusion to these instruments connects them 
with the national worship. Is. 30 : 29, ^^ Gladness of heart, as when 
one goeth with a pipe, to come into the mountain of the Lord." None 
of all these incidents is separated or separable from the great system 
of national and symbolical worship belonging to that age. 

(c) Even when introduced as symbols in the prophetic language 
of the book of Revelation, they are grouped with their ordinary cere- 
monial accompaniments. The trumpets are not in revelation intro- 
duced with the music^ though they are prominent for other uses. Chap. 
5 : 8, "Having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odors." 
These stand around the Lamb as it had been slain, ver. 6 ; and are 
made kings and priests to God, ver. 10, Chap. 14 : 2, we have " the 
voice of harpers harping with their harps." These are with the Lamb 
on mount Sion, v. 1. Chap. 15 : 2, we have the harps of God, asso- 
ciated with the sea of glass, the song of Moses, and the song of the 
Lamb. All these call up the symbols of the ceremonial dispensation ; 
in the midst of other symbols gathered from earth and air and ocean, 
sun and moon and stars, and paradise itself. The very songs are 
symbolical, in these connections. 

Certain theologians tell us that instrumental music cannot be 
abolished with the law of Moses, because it was in use before that law 
was promulgated. But so was circumcision ; but so were sacrifices ; 
distinction of clean and unclean dates back to Noah. Must all of 
these be restored because they were anterior to Moses ? What about 
unction, incense. Cherubim ? The ceremonial institutions were good 
while they lasted ; they still illustrate to us the gospel, much of which 
is delivered in terms borrowed from their use. 

4. Instrumental music is inconsistent with the directions which we 
have about praise in the New Testament. 

(a) Heb. 13 : 15, " By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to 
his name." The^exhortation here given is communicated in terms of 
the Old Testament — compare Ps. 50 : 14, 23, and 116 : 17, with many 
other places. The point claiming special attention here is the defi- 
nition of praise ; " that is the fruit of the lips'^ Of course the heart 
is to be engaged, according to 1 Cor. 14 : 16, " I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also ;" but this definition 
of the outward service precludes all idea of using instruments. Even 
under the law this, whether in prayer or praise, was counted the high- 
est part of thq service, Hos. 14 : 2, " So will we render the fruit of 
oar lips." This is the identical reading of the Septuagint. Ps. 69 : 
31, <^ This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock 
that hath horns and hoofs." 

(b) Eph. 5 : 19, " Singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord." Much is said about the Greek verb (pdXXo) (psallo,) rendered here, 
^* making melody." All scholars are agreed on the literal and figur- 
ative uses of the word, including the playing on an instrument^ aw^.^ 
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ing while we play, and singing after the instrument has ceased. The 
most radical idea is to twang the string of a bow, in archery ; next, to 
touch the cord of an instrument, in tuning or playing ; then follow 
the higher figurative uses. The text here requires something diffr- 
ent from singing, and appears to require, certainly admits, the most 
literal use of the word — touching the cords in your, heart to the Lord. 
It is a scholarly word, used with Pauline accuracy, going right to the 
mark, and severing the catgut like a weaver's thrtims. Is. 38 : 12. 
It leaves no place for an instrunrent in the hand. 

(c) Col. 3 : 16, " Singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." 
This quotation is only a variation of the preceding, but it is intended to 
show us that the writer is in earnest. JSte means the heart ; he means 
such touching of strings as can bid done only in the &eart ; where 
grace, in all its variety, responds to the song, as did the harp of Jedu- 
thun and his sons, when they prophesied in the temple of Solomon. 

This brings us fairly to the question, what did these instruments 
symbolize ? What do we mean, rather what should we mean, when we 
use these ceremonial terms in praise ? It is needful, however, before 
replying to the inquiry, to take 

n. A review of two late publications on the subject in hand. 

The first of these is by the Eev. B.. Johnson, of Kossuth, Iowa, 
and is against the use of instruments under the gospel.* This is a 
very thorough argument, yet unanswered, and, as I think, unanswer- 
able ; though an attempt has been made to meet the positions assumed. 
The historical is perhaps the most valuable part of it. It should be 
carefully studied ; the danger is imminent of invasion on this part of 
Protestant worship. Still in a free discussion, I am free to take ex- 
ceptions to Mr. Johnson's work like the following : 

(a) As an argumentative composition, it is diffuse, exhibiting too 
many digressions. The history does not come under this remark, 
that is directly in the way. I refer to the lengthy discussion, for ex- 
ample, of figurative language. This, to many readers, may be very 
acceptable ; to some it may be needful; but it does not help directly 
the argument, while it occupies the place of a discussion on the 
ceremonial^ which is equally needed, and would hav# been more di- 
rectly to the point ; in fact it is the point requiring most attention. 
True, our author has not omitted it, but he ought to have given more 
form and more space : especially when 

(b) He has committed himself unhappily by ignoring the divine 
warrant for instrumental music in the service of the temple. He has 
thus given an occasion for triumph to an opponent, when the victory 
is merely over a particular writer, and leaves the cause untouched. 
Not only is David recognized as a prophet himself, but he had the 
concurrence of other prophets. Hezekiah, in making a great reform, 
" set the Levites in the house of the Lord ^ith cymbals, with psalter- 
ies, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of 

* A Discourse on Instrumental Music in Public Worship, by Rev. Bobert John- 
son, A. M., Pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Kossuth, Iowa, and 
author of a Discourse on the Immaculate Conception. Second edition of three 
thouBund. JBurlington, Iowa. 
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Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet : for so was the 
commandment of the Lord." 2 Chron. 29 : 25. Compare 1 Chron. 
24, 25, 29 ; 2 Chron. 8 : 14; Ezra 8 : 10 ; Neh. 12 : 24-47. 
In fact they are styled ** musical instruments of God." 1 Chron. 
16 : 42. 

(c) In like manner, the argument is weakened by denying the use 
of instruments in the ordinary service of the temple. For (1), if they 
were there at all, that is enough for their proper purpose, and enough 
for the use of any caviller about their utility now. (2) Their admis- 
sion on festal and other special occasions, is more than might appear 
at first sight — three solemn feasts, from three to seven days each, and 
sometimes fourteen ; new moons, twelve in each year, and sometimes 
thirteen ; one of the feasts especially for blowing of trumpets ; and 
what with the new year, coronation of a king, victory over an enemy, 
and other grand occasions incidental, which, taking all together, would 
number about forty days in the year — three-fourths as many days as 
our ordinary Sabbaths ; and deducting the festal Sabbaths occurring 
amidst these grand solemnities (John 19: 31), the specialties would 
outnumber the ordinary Sabbaths in Jerusalem. (3) There is suffi- 
cient evidence that they belonged to the sacrifice — not merely fifty-two 
times in the year, but morning and evening for three hundred and 
sixty- five days, and sometimes three hundred and. sixty-six. Iken 
enumerates twelve days in which they made an addition to the 
number of the instruments, for special solemnity. Notwithstanding 
these defects, Mr. Johnson has made a very valuable book — an 
argument that cannot be set aside. 

2. Our second subject of review, is a reply to the above, by Rev. 
Alexander Scott.* This writer professes to make a scholarly work. 
In the Burlington Eawheye^ and the Banner^ of Pittsburgh, the work 
is highly applauded, and it deserves credit, as a scholarly production 
— concise, and to the point. There are some readers who would con- 
cede to it in point of authorship, priority to Mr. Johnson's. I assure 
the reader, aud the writer of it, that I have no desire to detract from 
its merits, not even if they were greater yet. It is enough to raise an 
interest, and be of service in the discussion. The author has certainly 
read the dictionary and a good many other books. In those points 
where Mr. Johnson is at fault, he has refuted his positions with vigor, 
and has made good use of the materials at his command. His diffi- 
culty in writing was lack of materials. Both the productions are 
timely ; there is need to look into the matter from both sides. 

Mr. Scott's book is calculated to confirm both parties in this contro- 
versy. 1st. His own party ; by presenting the subject in a very 
plausible light, to such readers as the nawheye and the Banner^ 
who concede that he has exhausted all that they ever knew on the sub- 
ject. 2d. The party opposing him; so far as they are capable of 
weighing evidence and argument. This, I suppose, ia as it should be. 
*' Doth our law judge any man," &c.? " It is not the manner of the Ro- 

* A Discourse on Instrumental Music in Public Worship , preached in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kossuth, Iowa, by the pastor, Alexander Scott. Burliog- 
ton, lowai 1871. 
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mans/' &c. Here, then, the inquirer has an accredited advocate of the 
cause — a scholar, a man in earnest too ; and yet his fallacies are as 
expansive, surprising, and impressive, as his learning. 

(a) One class of his arguments is exactly parallel, identical with 
those once familiar to us, on another question ; reverberated from 
learned linguists, eloquent orators, accurate logicians, and profound 
theologians : It was practiced under the Old Testament exactly as we 
have it now. Neither Christ nor his apostles prohibited it. They 
lived in the midst of it. One of them sent home Onesimus. It did 
not expire with the law of Moses. That good old slaveholder, Abra- 
ham. Very good men have always practiced it. It is needed now as 
much as ever. The opposition to it is very untimely ; wholly out of 
place, as to matter and manner ; distracting our devotions ; poisoning 
our politics; dividing the churches; leading to a civil war. It seems 
designed by the fanatics to set brother against brother, Methodist 
against Methodist, Baptist against Baptist, Presbyterian versus Pres- 
byterian. The fact is, it belongs to our neighbors to manage as they 
please ; we have no business with it. The majority have a right to do 
as they choose. Now all this, and much more such, was good theolo- 
gy and better logic, up to the 4th day of July, 1863 ; but since Grant 
took Vicksburg there is an end to it — an entire revolution in logic, 
rhetoric and theology. Mr. Scott ought to know that it is no profit 
to allow learning to run to waste in such channels. 

(b) Some of his positions are t^npresbyterian. They manifest an 
undervaluing of the public profession made in common by himself and 
his opponents. (1) He selects Luther and the Church of England for. 
our models from among the Reformers. We prefer Calvin, and Knox, 
and Henderson, and Rutherford, and Gillespie, and Ralph Erskine, 
who loved his fiddle as well as Luther did his lute, but never brought 
it out of a Sabbath morning. Did Luther ever bring his instrument 
into the worship ? (2) He sets forth the beauty of the German 
churches (does he know what a German Sabbath is, after worship ?), 
where they use instruments, and where all sing besides. Then he 
touches off with the following, on p. 27 : ** In Scotland and Ireland, 
where the people are more given to the cultivation of metaphysics and 
hair-splitting, than music [dancing and football on the Sabbath], it has 
been almost entirely excluded from the Presbyterian churches." Do 
these terms — " metaphysics and hair-splitting " — mean the doctrines 
of Presbyterianism ? the worship ? the discipline ? or the Sabbath 
day ? Spirit of McCrie ! of Symington ! of Dr. Cook ! (8) Among 
-Presbyterians, he prefers decidedly those who are making innovations ; 

and through his whole book he is urging on us the advantage of help- 
ing to INTRODUCE this kind of worship, because it has always belonged 
to Presbyterianism. (4) He casts in the shade the English dissenters, | 
though not so far as those of the north of Ireland; while he assumes 
the right to decree ceremonies, and places the power in a congrega- 
tion, of accepting or rejecting an institution in the worship of God. 

(c) Some of our author's positions are unevangelical. (1) He finds 
fault with the Reformers for putting the instruments out of the 
churches, mistaking them for things belonging to popish idolatry. 

(^2) His argument, if logically ca.me3L oul, -^^xsX^ \^^i\5a back to the 
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altar and the temple. He says Christ recognized the yalidity of tem- 
ple worship. True, he was circumcised, and kept the whole law til 
his death ; bat never after that did he touch the ceremonies. Even 
before his death we find lym most frequently engaged about the syna- 
gogue. As^ain, the apostles went up to the temple after Christ's as- 
cension. True, but that had nothing to do with what was peculiar to 
temple eerviee. Mr. Scott is scholar enough to know that the original 
has two words for temple, which in the English are not distinguished 
— vaoc (naoe), and {epiif (hierQn\ the former meaning the house, the 
latter including the chambers and all the courts, and covering all the 
space used for purposes of religion. These are never confounded. 
Now it was the vail of the vaoc that was rent in two from top to bot- 
tom, when the Redeemer expired on the cross. Matthew, writing for 
the Hebrews, Mark, for the Romans, and Luke, in his classic Greek, 
all use vaoc in connection with the vail. We know the peculiarity of 
service belonging to that house, we know its immediate connection with 
the altar. Into that house Christ never entered, at any time ; not even 
when he was found among the doctors of the ' law, much less when he 
healed the blind and dumb, or when he drove out at one time the sheep 
and oxen, and at another, them that sold and bought. These inci- 
dents took place in the Upov. It was in the Upov that he taught, 
even when he occupied Solomon's porch. Thither went the Pharisee 
and the publican. There were enjoyed private devotion, prayer meet- 
ing and synagogue preaching;. And to the lepdu^ not the vaoc, went 
Peter and John, and thousands of others, at the hour of prayer. iBach 
individual went for his own purpose ; some to sell doves, and some to 
purchase. The resort to the lepov to preach and to pray had but 
distant relation to the service of the pad^. It might, or it might not 
recognize it at all, even before the vail was rent. From that hour the 
j/a6c was worthless. It was " finished." We ask in all earnestness : 
Did Christ and his apostles, any or all of them, recognize after that, 
the " validity '* of Levitioal worship ? Does Mr. Scott recognize it 
now? Wb do not. It was good till the Seed came, but is now 
" weak and beggarly." We prefer the substance to the shadow. 
Perhaps it is just here that some good writers, scholarly men, seem 
beclouded. They tell us that the temple-worship was not abol- 
ished at once, but was to be gradually worn away. If they would 
substitute words equivalent to the thoughts of the original, they would 
brighten their own ideas, and lead others in a smoother path. The 
service of the va6c was abolished in one minute, once and forever, at 
the rending of the vail. The assemblies in the courts, in the porches, 
in the chambers, might have been continued or not, as convenience 
would suggest. The Ispou might have been to this day a house of 
prayer for all people. Had the Jews believed in Christ it would have 
been, in a high sense, the house of prayer for all nations, though the 
trumpet had been forever silent and the altar cold. As well there, as 
any where, could the gospel be preached, prayer ofi'ered, and psalms 
sung without the cymbals. But whether instantly or gradually, 
priestly worship with its trumpet, Levitical with its harp, are done, 
and have been for eighteen hundred years. (8) When the apostle 
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• 

directs us to make melody in the heart, our author attempts to switch ^^ 
off into a sense which includes the strings in the hand as well ; and 
he seems to think there will be some kind of strings away up. . 

(d) Mr. Scott presents arguments which have little weight with 
himself. (1) Positions already stated, he never intends to carry to ^e 
their logical sequences, we hope at least. (2) He urges on us the argu- ^- 
ments of Dr. McMaster, Dr. Pressly, and others, for the psalms; and I 
claims that they are equally applicable and cogent for the instruments. ^^ 
The difference has already been shown. * Our concern is with his own 
estimate of these arguments. He claims that the logic ^^ is eqiLaUy 
applicable to the use of instrumental music." How does our author 
use that logic ? Simply sets it aside ; refuses to adhere to the psalms, ^^ 
though he admits that ^' they were written especially to be used as a 
book of praise in the public worship of God — at least many of them, 
if not all." p. 16; Thus he, in repudiating a part of the psalm book, 
while he belongs to a church which superseded it long since, has set 
aside arguments equally applicable to him and to us. They say that 
consistency is a jewel. • " Precisely the same arguments," says Mr. 
Scott. For cause assigned, we retain the psalms, and refuse to intro- 
duce the instruments ; we show that the argument does not apply ; 
while he denies that there is any difference, and yet makes one. Je- 
rome, Bishop of Jerusalem, said of the argument in Gal. 3 : 16, that 
it was very bad logic, but it was good enough for the stupid Gala- 
tians. There is a spice of humor in Mr. Scott's book, as well as tem- 
per. * And I repeat, that he is capable of making a more solid argu- 
ment, if the cause would afford material of a better quality ; but any 
defence of such worship requires just such fallacies as those which be 
has used. 

[To be continuttd.] 



OOlfDITIONS OP THE OHUEOH'S SU00B8S.* 

BY RET. H. H. GEORGE. 

Numb. 28 : 80. " Let as go up at once, and possess it ; for we are well able to 
overcome it." 

The children of Israel had come to the borders of Canaan, the land 
which God had given to them by covenant made with Abraham. The 
question of occupation was before them, spies had been sent up to 
search the land, and they had returned, bearing a sample of the fruit 
that grew there. Their testimony was, that it was a goodly land and 
desirable, and pointing to the Eshcol grapes they said, ^^ This is the 
fruit of it.*' 

But there was an obstacle in the way of their possession. The land 
was already occu^pied by another people. " Nevertheless the people be 
strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great : 
and moreover we saw the children of Anak there." " The land through 
which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabi- 
tants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great 

* Preached at the opening of Synod, May 29| 1872, and published by its request. 
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stature." This evil report struck terror into the hearts of the people 
of Israel, and they murmured greatly, the whole congregation, saying, 
" Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt ! or would God we 
had died in jthis wilderness !" But Caleb, resting with a firm faith on 
the promise of God, believing the land was theirs, and no matter who 
possessed it, God would give it to them, stilled the people and said, 
" Let us go up at once, and possess it ; for we are well able to over- 
come it." 

What Canaan was to Israel, the world is to the church. God has 
given the earth as an inheritance to the meek, and to the church's 
Head has promised the heathen for a heritage, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possession. The tlirone of the church is to be on 
the tops of the mountains, and her exaltation above the hills ; her sub- 
jects are to be the nations of the earth, and the kingdom that refuses 
to serve her shall perish. Prophecy assures us, that " the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High." 
The church*9 mission to this earth is, to possess it for Christ ; and to 
accomplish this, she has not only much work to do, but many and great 
battles to fight. The enemies that occupy her soil are many, and 
mighty. " And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come 
of the giants : and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so 
we were in their sight." But as her xriission is one, so also her duty is 
one, and that is, to go forward at once, and possess the land, for she is 
well able to overcome it. 

We propose as our theme from these words some conditions of the 
church's success. 

I. The proper employment of all divinely appointed means. 

God has furnished his church with means sufiScient to subdue the 
world; means they are, all of which contemplate universal sub- 
mission, and will never have served their purpose till all nations that 
God has made shall come and worship reverently before him. The 
word of truth that he has given to his church will never have fulfilled 
its mission until all men shall know it, from the' least to the greatest. 
Its proclamation is, " Hear this, all ye people ; give ear, all ye inhabit- 
ants of the world: both low and high, rich and poor, together." Like the 
rain and snow from heaven that return not thither, but water the earth, 
80, saith the Lord, " shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." That 
splendid vision Ezekiel saw of the waters issuing forth from beneath the 
threshold of the temple, that at a thousand cubits were ankle deep, and 
a thousand more were to the knees, then to the loins, then waters to 
swim in, a river that could not be crossed, issuing out towards the east 
country, running down into the desert, and carrying life whithersoever 
these waters should come, furnishes us with a sublime figure of the 
word of God, on its living and life-giving errand throughout this world. 
The language of that known as the ''great commission" given to the 
disciples of Christ was, "Go ye into all the world;" but as if that 
were not explicit enough, " preach the gospel to every creature." Be- 
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ing the decree of him who had all power in heaven and in earth, it ig- 
nores all earthly boundaries, it transcends all territorial limits, it 
traverses all seas, and plants the standard of the gospel on every 
mountain top, and unfurls it« banner upon every hillside. ' 

The irresistible march of the gospel throughout the earth is one of 
the sublimest themes the mind of man, and I might almost say of 
angel, ever contemplated ; as it lays its giant grasp upon thB mightiest 
nations and compels their submission, as it makes its way into heathen 
lands, shivering to pieces their idols, rolling back their tides of super- 
stition and wilUworship, and proclaiming itself the only salvation from 
God. It is said of Dr. Duff when closing one of his last speeches in 
America, before the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, he 
was so wrought up with this sublime theme that he reached that point 
of excited feeling, that grand association of thought, and sentence, and 
image, that by the very law of evolution he was forced to go higher 
with each successive sentence, until almost a painful feeling of wonder 
and anxiety filled his audience as to how he could descend from such a 
lofty strain, or close such a vivid description, when those thrilling words 
of Cowper came to his rescue :— ^ 

" One song employs all nations, and all cry, 
Worthy the Lamb| for he was slaia for us ! 
The dwellers in the Tales, and in the roeks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy, 
Till nation after nation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous Hosanna round." 

To cover this earth with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea, is the destination of the gospel of Christ when properly 
wielded by his church. 

But the Holy Spirit is another means with which the church is 
furnished ; that almighty power that, grasping the sword of truth, 
wields it to the pulling down of every stronghold. Like Joshua's 
army that battered down the walled cities of Oanaan, bursting 
asunder their gates of iron and of brass, so the Spirit wielding 
the sword of truth, "shall beat down every foe that attempts to with- 
stand him. The world's triumph of light over darkness, freedom over 
slavery, religion over superstition and idolatry, have all been his 
achievements. Who can read the history of the moral struggles of the 
past, count up the sublime victories for the right from the time Pha- 
raoh and his host sank as lead in the mighty waters, until Egypt's 
kindred system in this land sunk in another Red Sea, and know that 
in all these the Spirit of God has been the main inspiration for the 
right, without feeling cheered in view of the struggles to come? 
Mighty empires have crumbled before it, great kings have smitten their 
knees together for fear, and hoary forms of superstition have wasted 
away before its influence, and can we, standing at this point of time, 
with the light of all history flashing across our path, for one moment 
doubt that before the word and Spirit of God every mountain of in- 
iquity shall become a plain ? Infidelity may entrench itself in the 
deepest fastnesses of national life, atheism may utter forth its blatant 
erf of blasphemy from one end of the land to the other, associations 
maf be formed^ treasures lav\3\iQi) ^u^ XXi^u^^^^^ ^t YL^xxies subscribed 
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to break asunder the bands and cast away the cords of the Lord and 
his anointed, but before the Spirit and the word of God these shall be 
consumed as stubble before the fire, or driven as the chaff of a summer's 
threshing floor before the wind. 

Only one more means we mention, and that is earnest and fervent 
prayer ; Elijah-like, that opened and shut the heavens as he bent before 
the awful throne of God ; Joshua*like, when on behalf of Israel he 
cried, and in answer the sun stood still upon Gibeon, and the moon in 
the valley of Ajalon ; Samuel-like, when he prayed in the face of the 
great armies of Philistia, and the Lord thundered with a great thun- 
der, and the adversaries were broken to pieces, for out of heavan did 
he thunder upon them ; Paul- Jind Silas-like, that at the midnight 
caused the foundations of the prison to shake with a great earthquake. 
Archimedes could Mot move this world because he couldget no fulcrum 
for his lever ; the church is furnished with fulcrum and lever both, and 
all she needs for success is to use the lever well. Wielding all her 
weapons manfully, she is to piray always with all prayer and supplica- 
tion in the spirit. John Knox prayed, " Give me Scotland, or I die," 
and God gave him Scotland. And when the church, rightly using all 
other means, shall send up such heaven-rending prayers, God will give 
her this land for a posscssioa. 

IL Unity of effort. "Let us go up," &c. Although this was the Lord's 
army about to set out upon the conquest of Canaan,Caleb well understood 
that their strength lay in their union. Some faint hearts among them 
said, " We be not able to go up against the people ; for they are stronger 
than we." "It is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof." 
" And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the 
giants : and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were 
in their sight." But Caleb stilled these fears by saying, "Let us go 
up," all of us together. In union there is strength. A human com- 
parison between the forces of Joshua and the vast multitudes of the 
Amalekites that dwelt in the south, the Hittites, the Jebusites and the 
Amorites that dwelt in the mountains, and the Canaanites that dwelt 
by the sea and the coast of Jordan, would have given all odds to the 
enemy ; but we have here an example of what is so often seen in the 
progress of the Redeemer's kingdom upon the earth, the few arrayed 
against the many, the weak pitted against the strong. " God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty." The thirty-two thousand of Gideon were too many with 
which to go against the Midianites, and Amalekites, and the children ' 
of the east, though they were as grasshoppers for multitude; so he 
sent away twenty and two thousand of such as were fearful and afraid. 
Ten thousand remained, and the Lord said to Gideon, the people yet 
are too many ; he must try them at the waters ; and three hundred men 
were all he wanted. With this little army Gideon set forth on his ex- 
pedition ; he threw them into three companies, and put a trumpet into 
every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and Umps within the pitchers. 
And now hear his word of command, " Look on me and do likewise : 
as I do so shall ye do. When I blow with a trumpet, then blow ye the 
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trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say the sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon." And when these three hundred moved for- 
ward as one man, when simultaneously they blew their trumpets and 
broke their pitchers, the victory is recorded. " The Lord set every 
man's sword against his fellow.*' Their unity of action gave them suc- 
cess. 

Discord, perhaps, more than any thing else, has crippled the cause of 
God upon earth. Among the six things the Lord hates, yea, the 
seven that arc an abomination, are these, ^^ A false witness that speak- 
eth lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren." Satan, per- 
haps, pursues no design more vigorously, nor rejoices more over his 
success in any direction, than in his effort to divide the counsels and I 
scatter the power of God*s people. Well he knows the strength infi- I 
delity has taken to itself from the divisions that exist among Chris- 
tians ; often has he rejoiced over the accumulated power of Roman 
Catholic superstition and delusion from the feuds and divisions that 
existed among Protestants. Countless forms of sin and rebellion 
against God have lived and grown hoary with age, whose blight has been 
as the deadly upas, because the church has not with united front stood 
against them. Slavery, e, g,y lived in this country for almost two hun- 
dred years, more than any thing else because the church was divided 
with reference to it. Had her united force been hurled against it, it 
had perished ere it had grown. Infidelity and rejection of Christ have 
laid themselves in the foundation and been built up in the superstruc- 
ture of the government of this nation because of the divisions of the 
church ; because Christian sects. Christian leaders and Christian men 
have loved to have it so. And is it too much to say, that even our 
covenanted testimony against these evils has been weakened because 
our power is not all combined, and our strength is not all concentrated 
in enforcing the demand that Jesus Christ shall be owned King of 
kings, and be proclaimed as Governor over this nation ? The walls of 
Jericho fell down fiat before the united army of Joshua as it moved 
round and round about them. All in turn gave way, and one city after 
another surrendered, until the fiag of Israel waved in triumph all over 
Canaan's land. No more certainly that, than that every citadel of in- 
fidelity, every wall of atheism, every entrenchment in hostility to our 
blessed King in this land, shall fall before the united effort of his 
church. The united band of Spartans three hundred strong, under 
Leonidas, withstood the millions of Xerxes at the gap of Thermopylse, 
and have we not a greater certainty that a united church shall with- 
stand all her foes, when God has declared that *^ one shall chase a 
thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight?" 

We have made one covenant in this country and sworn it, and as 
the touch of a key-note upon a well-tuned instrument echoes its sweet 
melody from all the chords, so this key-note of gladness that was struck 
twelve months ago, has echoed its reverberations all over the church, 
until with Asa, we can say, "All Judah has rejoiced at the oath." And 
now why shall we not make another, and call it a solemn league, and 
s^ar into it all of every Christian name who acknowledge the claims 
and avouch themselves loyal to him who is King over kings, and Lord 
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ibove lords? When the church shall go up with united front against 
t,he walled cities of infidelity; when, as one man, she shall sound her 
trumpet, and shout the sword of the Lord and of Gideon, another 
goodly land as Canaan shall be given her for an heritage. 

[To bo continued.] 



HINDEANOES TO SABBATH SANOTIPIOATIOU. 

The Sabbath is not only significant of rest, but is also emblematic 
of that rest which remaineth for the people of God ; and is a con- 
stituent and most important link in that chain of means by which God 
prepares his people for that rest in and with himself which is eternal. 
The benefits resulting from this divine institution are twofold. Our 
physical nature is rendered more capable to endure the labors neces- 
sary to be performed during the other days of the week, and then by 
cessation from these on the Lord*s day we are the better fitted to wait 
on the Lord without distraction in the ordinances of his grace. So 
intimate is the relation between Sabbath sanctification and all other 
Christian duties, and so interwoven are they with each other, that they 
stand and fall together. 

Among the various hindrances to Sabbath sanctification, the follow- 
ing may be specified : 

1. The innate depravity of the human heart. That this is an im- 
pediment in the way of holiness is manifest. (1) From divine testi- 
mony. ^^ The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wick- 
ed, who can know it ?*' '* Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God, it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 
(2) From believers' experience. " Behold I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. Create in me a clean heart, 
God, and renew a right spirit within me." " I find then a law, 
when 1 would do good, evil is present with me." "But I see another 
law in my members warring against the law of my mind and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members." (3) 
From the infliction of divine judgments on this account. The diso- 
bedience of those on whom God waited in the 4ays of Noah, while the 
ark was preparing, brought the flood on the old world. The hard- 
ness of Pharaoh's heart brought the ten destroying plagues on the 
land of Egypt. The unbelief and disobedience of the people of Isra- 
el in not accepting the report of those who went to spy the land, 
made that people wander forty years in the wilderness, so that none of 
that generation ever entered the promised land except Caleb and 
Joshua, who had wholly followed the Lord. " For their heart was not 
right with him, neither were #they steadfast in his covenant." This 
heart plague is the primary source of all the misery experienced in 
this world and the world to come. " When the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and who obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Liird and from the glory of his power." 
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The most aggravated form of this heart plague is insensibility to it 
— to be given up of God to the lust of one's heart. ^^ So I gave them 
up to their own heart's lust, and they vralked in their own counsel." 
In Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the temple, it is only such a^ 
knew the plague of their own heart that were encouraged to expect 
an answer from God in their distress when they prayed unto him. 
Cherishing sin in our hearts prevents God from hearing our prayers. 
" If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." This 
heart obduracy is like the insidious disease of consumption, the victims 
of which often imagine they are convalescent when they are almost on 
the verge of closing their eyes in death. How many, for instance, we 
meet with, when reproved for their profanity, assert that they do not 
mean so, that their heart is good ! The most alarming condition of 
not a few is that whilst in all their life they never evinced the least 
sense of, or concern for, their natural depravity, the fountain of in- 
iquity that is in every unrenewed heart, nor realized their need of 
Christ for the cleansing efficacy of his bleed, never realized or showed 
any anxiety for an interest in his atoning work ; yet when they 
come to die they imagine themselves, and others conclude, that they are 
at peace with God because they are free from the physical and mental 
contortions and convulsions incident in many cases to the dying state; 
whereas their composure is nothing more nor less than a state of spirit- 
ual insensibility, and thus ^' like sheep they are laid in the grave ; death 
shall feed on them, and the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning, and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their 
dwelling." Yet God has not left us to perish in this estate of sin and 
misery ; he has in his infinite wisdom and mercy devised a way by 
which to bring us into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer ; and the 
climax of our insensibility is the rejection of the means which he has 
ordained to that end, which leads to 

2. Neglecting the prayerful itudy of the word of Q-od. This word 
claims our careful attention, because of (1) Its divine origin. "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, i&t correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto all good works." (2) 
Its scrutinizing properties. *' The word of God is quick and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (3) Its converting 
power. " The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes." (4) Its warning admonitions. 
" Moreover by them is thy servant warned, and in keeping of them 
there is great reward." (5) Its encouraging invitations, and consoling 
promises. " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price." "Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." " All that 
the Pather giveth me shall come to me ; and him that cometh unto me 
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I will in no wise cast out." "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him thatheareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." "Wherein 
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the 
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath : that by two 
immutable things, in which it was impossible for Gtoi to lie, we might 
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope set before us." (6) Its precJousness to believers. " I have 
esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food." 
" More to be desired are they than gold, yea than much fine gold ; 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb." " Thy testimonies also 
are my delight and my counsellors." " This is my comfort in my 
affliction ; for thy word hath quickened me." (7) The command of 
God to read and search it. " Seek ye out of the book of the Lord 
and read." " Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life, and they are they which testify of me." (8) Its salutary 
effect upon mankind. This is evident by contrasting the state of the 
world before this word prevailed amongst men, with that when it was 
made known and propagated. The state of the ante-dilunan world, 
when few comparatively knew or called upon the name of the Lord, 
and notwithstanding the prophesying of Enoch and the preaching of 
Noah, the earth was filled with , violence, and God seeing that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, was provoked 
to destroy man from the face of the earth by a flood of water. 
Then from the time of Noah to the calling of Abraham, the world 
was given to idolatry, and gross abominations, as appears in the 
case of the Sodomites, whose daring wickedness brought down up- 
on them brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. As also 
the maturing iniquity of the Ammonites and other nations inhab- 
iting the land of Canaan, who for their abominations were cast out, • 
and their land given according to the promise and by the power of 
God, to the children of Jacob for an inheritance. And whilst God 
preserved for himself a remnant in the earth by the selection of the 
people of Israel, to whom he made known his statutes and his judg- 
ments, and to whom were committed the oracles of God until the com- 
ing of the Messiah, what darkness covered the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people, outside the commonwealth of Israel ! How the period 
in the world's history commonly called the dark ages, in which the 
anti-christian church of Rome extinguished the light of divine truth, 
except among the God-fearing and faithful but cruelly persecuted 
Waldenses, is marked with the grossest errors and practices and even 
ignorance of many of the arts and sciences, th/e knowledge of which 
frequently accompanies the propagation of the gospel ! And in those 
portions of the earth now destitute of the word of God, or where it is 
imperfectly known, how few of such as have realized the benign infiu- 
ence of divine truth upon society even in a temporal point of view, would 
not hesitate to locate themselves or their families, or invest their prop- 
erty in any such region ! ' . 

*' Where there is no vision the people perish." This is generally 
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taken as applicable to the dark places of the earth where the word 
of God is not known, but it may be applied with equal force to places 
where it is known, but neither studied nor applied. A man famishing 
for the lack of food will as inevitably perish beside a table covered 
with the choicest viands, if he does not partake of them, as if he were 
beyond the possible reach of that which alone can satisfy his bodilj 
wants. The word of God is the only instrumentality in the case of 
adults by which the soul is converted to God ; but in order to do this 
it is necessary that this word be prayerfully studied, received into the 
heart with faith and love, and applied in the life. But instead of this, 
how many who have this sacred volume in their dwelling, adorning 
their libraries, never peruse it that their souls and hearts may be puri- 
fied and adorned by its divine and sanctifying truths, who never look 
into it from the early dawn of the first day until the retiring moments 
of the last day of the week, and in multitudes of cases till the last 
day of their lives ; who, instead of consulting this divine oracle given 
to make us wise unto salvation, and by which alone we can know the 
divine appointment, the duties and the privileges of the Sabbath, even 
on the Lord's day, and on other days of the week, devote their spare 
hours to the perusal of the secular newspaper, of the fascinating and 
vitiating novel and other productions of a vain character, all of which 
tend to alienate the mind from God and grieve that Holy Spirit by 
whose gracious influence alone we can properly observe and sanctify 
the Sabbath day. All who neglect or reject this divine word sin 
against God and wrong their own souls ; all they that hate it love 
death. 

3. The reBtraintng prayer before Grod. Prayer is a duty commanded 

of God. " iSeek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 

him while he is near." '*I will yet be inquired of by the house 

of Israel to do it for then^." "But thou when thou prayest, enter 

into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 

which is in secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward 

thee openly." "Ask, and it shall begiven you; seek, and ye shall find ; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you." "And he spake a parable 

unto them that men ought always to pray and not to faint." God alone 

is the object and hearer of prayer. " Pray to thy Father which is in 

heaven, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 

" thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come." "And 

Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless 

me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with 

me, and that thou wouldesC keep me from evil, that it may not grieve 

me !" And God granted him that which he requested. " When the 

Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. He will regard 

the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer." Prayer is 

an evidence of conversion. " And the Lord said unto him. Arise, and 

go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of 

Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus ; for behold, he prayeth." Prayer 

is exemplified in the case of the true servants of God in all ages, and 

all those who have been eminent in the service of God have been 

ewinent in the duty of prayer. Prayer is the means by which 
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)lessings are procured and by which calamities and judgments are 
jtayed and averted. Witness the case of Jacob, who, by impor- 
tunate prayer, turned the vindictive rage of Esau to expressions 
3f affection and brotherly kindness, and Moses, by whose prayer the 
iesolating plagues of Egypt were stayed, and the warlike hosts of 
Amalek were discomfited. " Is any man among you afflicted, let him 
pray.'* "Is any sick among you ? let him call for the elders of the 
church and let them pray over him ;" "and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.*' " The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months. And he prayed again, and " the heavens gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her fruit.*' Neglecting the duty of prayer 
shows a state of wickedness and pride. " The wicked, through the 
pride of his countenance, will not seek after God ; God is not in all 
his thouffhts." When the infinitely glorious Majesty of heaven and 
earth condescends to set up his throne of grace in our closets, in our 
families, and in other places where prayer is wont to be made, ahd by 
the invitations of his word holds out his royal sceptre to us that we 
may come and present our petition and our request before him ; when 
the glorious intercessor and advocate assures us, " Whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son ;" " Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name; ask and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full ;" what daring impiety to 
reject such gracious invitations? It can only be compared to the 
rebellion of Dathan and Abiram, who, when called to the tabernacle, 
said " we will not come up." Thus prayer being that in answer to 
which God bestows on his people all needed grace and blessing, the 
neglect of it deprives us of all these, and of that alone by which we 
can sanctify the Sabbath. Such as refuse now to call upon the Lord 
for his mercy and his grace, will yet '^ call to the mountains and rocks 
to fall on them, and hide them from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb," when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. 

[To be continued.] 
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DEA.TH OF BEV. S. E. GALBEAITH. 
The following letters give the particulars of the sad event which has be- 
fallen the church in the removal of this excellent and much esteemed young 
brother. It is a severe trial of her faith, and a most painful bereavement to 
the Mission. The brethren in Syria are in deep distress. It is an hour of 
supreme solemnity, and we can do nothing but be still in the presence of God 
who has done it. Let us not fear, but believe that it is for the glory of God 
and the good of his cause and kingdom. It is a call upon the church to new 

18 
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consecration and effort. The breach made in the Mission most be repaired, 
and with the least possible delay. Who is willing to stand in it ? Who is 
ready to say, " Here am I, send me ?" 

Dr. Jessnp, whose letter to Mr. Beattie is published below, is the son of the 
' late Judge Jessup of Pennsylvania, and the able and aecomplished missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church in this country. He resides in Beirut. 

Beibut, Saturday, June 22, 1872. 

Dear Bro. Bbattib — ^Yesterday at 6 P. M. we laid to rest, in 
the Prussian cemetery, the remains of our beloved brother Galbraith. 
His death came as a sudden shock to us all. Although he came here 
very feeble, the change in the type of his fever after reaching Beirut 
encouraged us all, and up to Wednesday morning early there seemed 
to be a gain. Yet Dr. Van Dyke said that all along there was no 
change in the cerebral symptoms, and that pain in the head indicated 
a deep-seated difficulty. At sunrise on Thursday he fell into a coma- 
tose state, and continued in perfect unconsciousness until Friday at 8 
A. M., when he breathed his last. He was in the hands of the Grreat 
Physician, and all our efforts were in vain. What an unspeakable 
comfort that death, in whatever form, had no terrors for him ! He has 
gone to a higher mount than Lebanon, even to Mount Zion, and to aa 
innumerable company of angels, and to the general assembly of the 
church of the first-born in heaven. Special prayer has been offered 
in behalf of Mrs. Galbraith, that she may now realize what she has 
always believed, that death is the Christian's "far better" portion; 
that death is a victory, and not a defeat ; that we all pray for final 
triumph, and inasmuch as her husband has triumphed^ we should not 
wish him back again amid these scenes of struggle and sin. Her per- 
sonal burden will be harder to bear, but Jesus can make it easy and 
light, and he will now claim all that was heretofore divided between 
himself and the departed one. He never sends a burden without grace 
to bear it. He never sends a trial on one child of his, without com- 
ing himself to help that child to endure the trial. 

How different the lot of our brother Galbraith from that of such 
men as brothers Thomson and Calhoun, who spent a whole generation in 
a foreign land, while he died on the threshold. It is not without a 
special design that he was sent out here to die so soon, and after we 
are gone the great design will in some way appear ; and it little con- 
cerns us now to inquire into it, as long as our " Father is at the helm." 

May the Lord comfort the bereaved widow with exceeding great com- 
fort in Christ ; and may he comfort your bereaved mission circle in 
this great trial, and soon send you new soldiers to fill the breach. 
May you maintain a vigorous faith and press forward into the pagan 
citadel of the Wusairiyeh. 

I have lately been through from Hamath and Mahardee across to 
Safita and Zartous, and feel more than ever the importance of that 
part of the field. Let us push on until there are stations and schools 
south of B'hamra and north of Safita, and '^ the watchmen see eye 
to eye.*' 
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I need not enter into particulars in regard to brother Galbraith's 
9t days, as Dr. Martin will write all that has occurred. 
With warmest remembrances to all your circle, I am ever 

Yours in Christ, HifiNRY H. Jessup 



Latakiyeh, June 26, 1872. 

My Dear Brother — God in his mysterious providence has brought 
\ again into the valley of death. To morrow's mail will convey to 
)u heavy tidings. How shall I make it known ? Our beloved young 
•other and fellow-laborer, Mr. Galbraith, is no longer with us. He 
led in Beirut, the morning of the 21st of June. In my last I men- 
oned he had been sick, but was then convalescent. His sickness be- 
sin in early spring. Indeed during the winter he was not well, being 
STected at times with a headache occasioning sickness at the stomach, 
•om which he obtained temporary relief by vomiting. The effects of 
le sea, change of climate and diet, sufficiently accounting for these 
ymptoms, little importance was attached to them until their continu- 
,nce culminated in fever, making it necessary to resort to medical 
reatment for relief; and no doubt the desired relief would have been 
procured, had Mr. Galbraith desisted from study and taken the rest 
bis circumstances required. But intensely desirous of mastering the 
language, so as to be employed at the earliest possible period in his 
Master's service, he continued to exert himself at the Arabic beyond 
his ability, until confined to his bed with fever and pain in the head, 
from which he never arose, for a period of thirty-one days. At times 
doring that period his symptoms grew very alarming ; the pain in the 
head increased in intensity, producing stupor and complete loss of 
appetite, and leading to the painful apprehension that the disease had 
settled on the brain. During his sickness the regions of northern Sy- 
ria were startled by shocks of eart^iquakes, causing the destruction of 
Antioch and neighboring villages in the valley of the Orontes, and 
leading the terrifie4 inhabitants to betake themselves to tents. Lest 
our conduct might be considered presumptuous, we thought it prudent 
to imitate the general custom ; and Mr. Galbraith was conveyed to a 
tent which the doctor had prepared for him in the mission grounds. 
His removal to the tent under the circumstances was somewhat haz- 
ardous, but proved beneficial. He improved by the change. His 
recovery was slow but constant, and finally successful. When he 
returned to his house in May, he walked up stairs himself. 
He was still feeble, but freed from fever and pain in the head, 
and with a returning appetite, there was every prospect of a 
speedy restoration to his former strength. His ardent desire, how- 
ever, to improve his time, enticed him prematurely to resume his studies 
and brought on a relapse, and notwithstanding the efforts made, in his 
reduced condition, the hope of doing him good seemed to depend more 
on a change of air, than on continued medical treatment in the increas- 
ing heat of Latakiyeh, and as this could not be effected by land, it 
^as proposed to send him by steamer to Beirut, and thence in a car- 
riage to Lebanon , Dr. Martin kindly agreeing to accompany him. Tlie 
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only draw-back to this arrangement was his unwillingness to part from 
Mrs. Galbraith, who was unable to go with him. To this he became 
reconciled by the assurance that she would find a home, during his ab- 
sence, in our family. 

He left Latakiyeh the 12th of June, reaching Beirut next morning. 
His condition after his arrival is indicated by the following telegrams 
received. 

** 13th. Mr. Galbraith safely in hotel. Looks better, still weak. Mabtik." 

" 14th. Feels stronger to-day, pain of head pretty bad, a good sleep last night 
Dr. Van Dyke came. Mastik." 

** 16th. Slept well, quite lively to-day, head very much easier, eats better. Mw. 
Galbraith's letter received yesterday. Martin." 

** 17th. Almost perfect sleep last night, feels pretty well, weak still and some 
fever, eats regularly. Martin." 

** 20th. Mr. Galbraith is sinking rapidly, no hope. Samuel Halleck." 

" 21st. Mr. Galbraith died this morning. Van Dyke." 

" 22d. Funeral yesterday evening. Martin." 

In addition to the above, we learn from Dr. Martin, who returned 
from Beirut this afternoon, that on the fever leaving him, precaution- 
ary measures in the use of stimulants were resorted to, to prevent 
sinking, but without avail. Mr. Galbraith fell into a state of uncon- 
sciousness some twenty-four hours before he died, which continued to 
his death. The disease, as was proved in his first sickness, ultimately 
settled on the brain. The change was sudden and unexpected. Dp 
to thirty-six hours before his death, no such a result was anticipated. 
Indeed so hopeful were the doctors in attendance, that rooms had been 
taken for hi^ accommodation in Bhamdoon, a village on Mt. Lebanon, 
and the day for his going up to occupy them appointed, little knowing 
a place had been prepared for him in the mansions of heaven, to the 
occupation of which he would soon be escorted by attendant angels. 

Poor Mrs. Galbraith was well-nigh crushed by the sad news. The 
thought that he must die and be buried in her absence, or without her 
being permitted to behold him again in this world, was almost over- 
whelming, and yet the circumstances admitted of no alternative. She 
could not safely be with him. She has shown great resolution and ex- 
perienced particular help. About our six o'clock yesterday, she safely 
gave birth to a little daughter. Mother and child are both prospering. 

The removal of Mr. Galbraith at this time and under all the circum- 
stances seems painfully mysterious, and yet from all I can gather, I 
doubt not but that the origin of his trouble is more remote than what 
has aflfected him since coming to Syria. The symptoms go to shoi^ 
that his brain had been previously injured by too severe mental appli- 
cation in the course of his studies. He delighted in study. His pro- 
gress in the Arabic was wonderful, encouraging the belief that the 
least possible amount of time would be lost in his preparation for future 
work, but our hopes have passed into the grave with our departed 
brother — leaving us to imagine, why was it permitted ? 

Yours in deep sympathy, J. Beattie. 
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ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 

J. R. Hill. — It is with deep gratitude we are allowed to record the 
jettlement of a pastor in another congregation under the care of the 
Presbytery of the Lakes. On the 9th inst. a commission appointed by 
Presbytery was called together, and being constituted by Rev. J. 
French, moderator, proceeded to the business for which appointed, viz., 
^he ordination and instalment of Mr. J. R. Hill, licentiate, called to 
:he pastoral charge of Southfield congregation. Trial pieces were 
beard from the candidate, and the usual examination attended to, 
ifter which commission adjourned until the following day. The next 
iay was a day of true solemnity, being a fast, in view of ordination, 
sovenanting and communion. After the ordination sermon, Mr. Hill 
was ordained and installed. Rejoicing in this event, the congregation, 
once more gladdened at seein|ktheir teacher, went forward, step by step, 
toward the mount of ordinanrcs. On Sabbath, under a deep sense of 
the awful presence of Jehovah, and with many outward evidences of 
the inward work, the people took -the covenant, and sealed their vows 
at the table of the Lord. No comment is needed upon the event. It 
affords another proof that God is yet ready to receive a people in cov- 
enant with him. 

We rejoice with the faithful witnesses in Southfield, and pray God 
they may overcome the enemy, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony. We rejoice with them, that God has sent 
them a true and faithful under-shepherd ; and we congratulate brother 
Hill on being received into the hearts, as well as the homes of his flocks 
Entering his charge under such auspicious circumstances, he has great 
reason to rejoice. The congregation is in a flourishing condition, in 
testimony of which I adduce the facts, that about one hundred persons 
communed and covenanted, and the sacrament of baptism was admin- 
istered to eight children. 

Our very best wishes must continue with them, and our prayer will be 
that the Holy Spirit will work with and for them, and the relation 
now formed will long continue, to the glory of God and the welfare of 
his church. T. P. Robb, Olerk of Com. 

Obakoe, May 14, 1872. 



S. J. Crowe. — The commission to ordain and install S. J. Crowe in 
the congregation of New Castle met according to appointment. Ac- 
cording to the usual order,' the business of the commission was at- 
tended to, each one performing the part assigned by Presbytery, and 
a large and attentive audience was present throughout. 

The congregation of New Castle consists of forty-seven members, 
with a good prospect of increase. The church is in the city of New 
Castle, which is rapidly growing into a very important mercantile and 
manufacturing town. Members of the church desiring such a place of 
residence will be welcomed by a congregation of devoted Covenanters, 
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earnestly and liberally striving to maintain the covenant banner at aa |i 

important post. They will enjoy the pastorate of a worthy and prom- ||i 

ising young brother in the ministry. Let the church pray that he and liL 

they may be greatly blessed in their relation and work. J. C. S. 1] 



MEETINGS OF PfiESBTTERIES. 

. Iowa. — A regular meeting of the Iowa Presbytery was held in Re- 
hoboth church, May 21st, 1872. The retiring moderator preached 
from the words, '* It seemed good to the Iloly Ghost and to us " (Acts 
15 : 28), a sermon of which the following is an outline: 

Doctrine : The decisions of church courts should be the commands of 
the Holy Spirit. 

I. Why should they be so ? 

I. Because church officers are the leaders of the people. 2. Because 
church courts are divinely instituted. ^ Because unless their deci- 
sions are from the Spirit, they are withoift authority. 

II. How may they be so ? 

1. By spirituality of mind in the members. 2. By independent 
thought and judgment. 3. By bringing all questions to the dirine 
law. 4. By fervent prayer. 

B. B. Cannon, D. D., was chosen moderator, and Isaiah Farb clerk 
for the ensuing year. Dr. McDonald asked for a disjunction from 
Sharon congregation ; the petition was laid on the table till next meet- 
ing of Presbytery. A call from Lake Reno congregation on Mr. D. 
C. Faris was presented, but not accepted. 

The petition for organization of a congregation at Morning Sun was 
not granted. 

The name of Albia congregation is changed to Hickory Grove. 

On June 25th a jt?r(? re nata meeting was held in Sharon church. 

The petition of Dr. McDonald, being taken from the table, was 
granted. The congregation obtained leave to make out a call. 

A call from Washington congregation on Rev. D. H. Coulter was 
not accepted. 

Dr. Cannon accepted a call from Vernon congregation, and arrange- 
ments were made for his installation. 

The next regular meeting of this Presbytery will be in Washington, 
on the second Wednesday of October, 1872. 

Isaiah Faris, Ulerh 



New York. — The regular spring meeting of this Presbytery was 
held in the Fourth church, New York, May 2l8t and 22d. The open- 
ing sermon was preached by the retiring moderator, the Rev. D. 
Gregg, from 1 Thess. 5 : 25, "Brethren, pray for us.'* 

Fifteen ministerial members and ten elders were in attendance. One 
new congregation, the Second Boston, was reported, making in all 
eighteen congregations under the care of Presbytery. The absence of 
one of the ministerial meo^bers. Rev. R. Z. Willson, who had never 
failed to be in his place, and to whom the Presbyteny had learned to 
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ook for wise counsel, was noted with deep sorrow by all. It was re- 
solved that Presbytery express its sympathy with Mr. Willson in his 
iffliction, and offer special prayer on his behalf. 

The relation existing between Rev. J. M. Faris and the Topsham 
congregation was, at his own request, and with the acquiescence of the 
jongregation, dissolved. The reason for the dissolution of this relation- 
ihip, which had been full of satisfaction to pastor and people, was the 
11 health of Mrs. Faris in the severe climate of Vermont. 

A petition from members of the Ryegate and Barnet congregjBttion, 
'esiding in and near Barnet, for a separate organization, was granted, 
ind a commission consisting of the Rev. Dr. Stevenson, Rev. J. C. K. 
Milligan and Rev. J. B. Williams, with elders J. DivoU of Topsham, 
ind, A. Morse, of Oraftsbury was appointed to meet in the Barnet 
shurch, on the Tuesday after the first Sabbalh of July, and organize 
the congregation. 

The moderation of a call was granted to the Second Boston congre- 
gation. At a special meeting of the Presbytery held during the sessions 
of Synod, a call from this congregation in favor of the Rev. T. M. El- 
der, was presented aud transferred to the Pittsburgh Presbytery for 
presentation. Revs. J. C. K. Milligan and D. Gregg, and elders Wm. 
Law, J. Kennedy and R. H. Oliver, were appointed a commission to 
attend to the installation of Mr. Elder, in case of his acceptance. 

All the discussions of Presbytery were characterized by good feeling 
and brotherly regard. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet on the last Tuesday of October, at 
^ P. M., in the First church. New York. 

D. McAllister, Olerh. 



RocHBSTBR. — Presbytery of Rochester met in York on the Tuesday 
preceding .the meeting of Synod, at 7J P. M. The commission ap- 
pointed at last meeting, reported that the congregation in Toronto had 
been reorganized, and had made a call upon Rev. J. L. McCartney of 
lakes Presbytery. Synod granted a supplement to the promised 
salary to the amount of $-350. The call was transferred to Lakes 
Presbytery for presentation, and returned not accepted. 
\ The inoderation of a call was granted to the congregation of Ster- 
luig, the time to be arranged between the session and the interim Com- 
littee of Supplies. S. Bowden, Clerk. 



EESIGNATION OP EEV. J, M. M'DONALD. D. D. 

Vo the Iowa Presbytery^ to meet in Rehohoth^ May 21s(, 1872 

Fathers and Brethren — With regret and sorrow I resign to your 
everend body the pastoral care of Sharon congregation, and respectfully ask 
on to grant me a release from my charge. You will of course expect that I 
hould gi\te you a sufficient reason for this step. My reason then for preeent- 
Qg this petition, is failing health and consequently inability to perform aright 
»a8toral duties. But while I make this request, permit me to express to you 
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my strong and affectionate attachment to the people of my charge, and to bear 
testimony to their liberality and public spirit, to the many acts of kindness 
received at their hands, and especially to their kindness and generosity during 
long-continued feeble health. Should you deem it proper to grant this peti- 
tion, I do most earnestly commend them to your fostering care. And where 
ever I may be, so long as the Kedeemer shall spare my life on earth, I shall 
cherish a remembrance of them all in my warmest affections, and my prayer 
shall be that *' the Lord of hosts may be with them, and the Grod of Jacob be 
their refuge." 

May the Spirit of all grace direct you in this matter, and in a.11 your pro- 
ceedings. J. M. McDonald. 

SHARON, lowA, May 19th, 1872. 

To the Members of Iowa Presbytery : 

Dear Fathers and Brethren — ^It is with emotions of the deepest re- 
gret, that we have heard from our beloved and highly esteemed pastor, Eev. 
ffJas. M. McDonald, D. D., that it is his intention, owing to his long-contin- 
ued feeble health, to resign to your reverend body the charge of Sharon con- 
gregation. Against this we would most earnestly remonstrate, were it not that 
we are persuaded that the care of the congregation, with the burdens it im- 
poses, have a very injurious effect on his health ; would to God it were other- 
wise ! We can only say, " the will of the Lord be done I " But while we 
^^ lay our hands upon our mouths and keep silence,'' let us, Fathers and 
Brethren, express to your venerable body our high appreciation of Dr. 
McDonald's long-continued, and more than ordinarily successful labors as 
pastor among us. 

It is now twenty-one years since he accepted the charge of us, a little hand- 
ful scattered in the wilderness. By the blessing of our common Master on his 
earnest labors and unremitting care , we are to-day what we are. Between 
pastor and people there has been more than an ordinary degree of harmony 
and confidence. He has been with us in sorrow and in joy. We are not ca- 
pable of expressing to you our unfeigned sorrow that such a step should become 
necessary. If you in your wisdom should deem it proper to grant the request, 
we wish it distinctly understood that nothing but the highest respect to onr 
pastor's wish prevents us from remonstrating against the separation. That en- 
tire rest may renew his health and prolong for many years his life, and that 
he may do much good in the future is our earnest prayer. 

The above paper was adopted by the Sharon congregation on Sabbath, May 
19th, 1872. A. M. Willson, Chairman, 

John Kilpatrick, Secretary. 



MIHUTES OF SYUOD. 

report op board op superintendents por theological seminary. 

The Seminary term began and closed at the usual times. Sixteen 
students have been in attendance during the session. Their names 
and grade are as follows : Fourth Tear — P. P. Boyd, D. G. Thomp- 
son, J. R. Hill, S. J. Crowe. Third Year— 3. F. Crozier, J. C. Tay- 
lor. Second Year — H. Easson, E. G. Elsey, L. Johnson, J. C. McPhee- 
ters, J. A. Speer, S. R. Wallace. Fir%t Year—T. J. Allen, J. M. 
Crozier, M. A. Gault, R. Wylie. 
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The Board met at the close of the session and supervised the exam- 
ination of the students in the several departments of study, and heard 
discourses from all the students except one, who had left shortly be- 
fore the end of the term. The Board expressed their satisfaction with 
the evidence afforded of the diligent labors of the Professors and the 
benefit derived therefrom by tho students. 

There are four points in the joint report of the Professors, to which 
the Board call the special attention of Synod, for such action as its 
wisdom may suggest. 

1. The irregular attendance of a few of the students. " The at- 
tendance," they say, " on the part of a few has been far from punctual ; 
various causes in our judgment, altogther insufficient, have occasioned 
to a few the loss of considerable portions of the sessions. We recom- 
mend the most decided action on this point, and that hereafter no 
student be recommended to Presbytery for licensure, who has not been 
punctual in his attendance upon all the recitations of the Seminary, 
during the full term." 

2. The rule of Synod forbidding students of the fourth year to 
preach during the sessions, is not observed. The Professors consider 
this injurious to the students and detrimental to the best intei'ests of 
the Seminary, and ask that such action be taken as will prevent all 
misunderstanding as to the matter in future. 

3. The seven months* session is considered open to objection. The 
Professors express their decided conviction that the long; sessions are a 
positive irjury to the Seminary. They involve a greatly increased 
expenditure, which many of the students are unable to afford, and 
which the church at present has not the means to meet. They pre- 
sent a temptation to carelessness in returning to the Seminary prompt- 
ly at the opening of the term and at the close of vacations, and are 
attended with other difficulties unnecessary to mention. 

4. It is recommended that some method be adopted to inform Pres- 
byteries of the scholarship, conduct and diligence of the students 
under their care. At present they have no information on these 
points except such as they obtain from the general reports of the 
Professors. 

For the details of study during the session, and also of examination 
and other closing exercises, we refer to the minutetj of the Board as 
published in Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter for May. 

The Treasurer's report will show that the current receipts for the 
past year have met all demands, leaving the treasury unembarrassed 
at the commencement of another year. By their support of the in- 
stitution the people attest their hearty interest in its permanent wel- 
fare and prosperity. 

Two members are to be chosen as members of the Board of Super- 
intendents in place of Messrs. Galbraith and Milligan, whose term 
expires at this meeting of Synod. 

S. 0. Wylib, Chairman, 

D. McAllister, Secretary. 
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RBPORT OF TUB BOABD OF FORBION MISSIONS AND TRUSTBBS OF THB 

DODDS MEMORIAL FUND. 

The total amount received up till the date of writing is $5,831.42, 
and the total amount expended is $3,878, leaving a balance in treas- 
ury of $1,958.42. This sum is realizing for the benefit of the fund. 

Shortly after the last meeting of Synod, the Board caused to be 
purchased a small farm of twenty-five acres in the neighborhood of 
Freeport, Pa., at a cost of $3,500, and Mrs. Dodds, with her family, 
is now living comfortably upon it. This was in consonance with the 
feelings of Mrs. Dodds and her personal relations and friends, and was 
commended by the immediate prospect which it afforded of a perma- 
nent settlement and home. It is favorably located in regard to both 
church and school, and places her in the vicinity of friends who are 
forward to look after her interests and to assist her in the management 
of her affairs. 

Acting under the advice of legal counsel, the tenure of the property 
was secured to Mrs. Dodds and children in accordance with the terms 
of the following minute: Resolved^ That in the opinion of this Board, 
the purchase of real estate to be made for the wife and children of the 
Rev. Bobert J. Dodds, D. D., be conveyed to said widow, Letitia M. 
Dodds, ia fee, in trust for the use and occupation of herself and said 
children, iaeven in number, for and during her life, for a home for her 
and sucjir children as shall remain in family with her ; and at her de- 
cease in trust to, as to one equal seventh part thereof, to and for the 
said respective children, his or her heirs and assigns ; provided, that no 
such child shall sell or dispose of his or her share, or encumber the 
same during the life of his or her mother ; and provided, that no child 
of lawful age who shall not live in harmony with his or her mother, 
shall be entitled to live in said family against her consent ; and upon 
the further trust to sell and dispose of said premises in fee simple, dis- 
charged of any trust, whenever and during her life, only when the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
held in Philadelphia, of which the Rev. Samuel 0. Wylie is chairman, 
who caused said purchase money to be raised for said widow and fam- 
ily, shall by minute duly certify consent thereto. 

JBy the advice of counsel, a legal guardian has been appointed for 
the children. Mr. Archibald Dodds, brother-in-law to Mrs. Dodds, 
has been appointed by the proper authority to act in this capacity. 

It is due to gratitude to say that the church is indebted to two dis- 
tinguished counsel, Eli K. Price, of Philadelphia, and Nathanael Nel- 
son, of Pittsburgh, for valuable legal advice and service, and in both 
cases gratuitously rendered. S. 0. Wylib, Chairman. 

T. P. Stevenson, Secretary. 



REPORT OF synod's BOARD OP TRUSTEES. 

The Trustees of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, beg leave to report : 

That they reorganized after the meeting of Synod for the year by 
the^ election of the following officers : 
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David Gregg, PresidenL John A. McKee, Vice President. 

Daniel Chesnut, Secretary. William Wills, Treasurer. 

That thej have held regular meetings during the year, kept a care- 
il record of their proceedings and business transacted in accordance 
dth the terms of the Charter of Incorporation. 

That they have to the best of their ability invested and reinvested 
uch funds as have been placed in their hands or as may have come 
ito the treasury through the sale or disposal of other investments in 
onds and mortgages, or other securities — see Treasurer's Report here- 
rith presented — all of which are believed to be amply secured and 
raying fair rates of interest. 

That the legislation necessary to correct a clerical error in the 
original Act of Incorporation, as well as to correct an error of the 
iame nature in' the supplemental act, has been secured, and certified 
copies of the acts have been received by the Board and accepted. 
Copies of these supplemental acts are herewith presented as part of 
Qur report. 

The Synod are reminded that the term for which Wm. Wills and 
Daniel Chesnut were members of the Board, will expire on the 15th 
of June, 1872, and that the election for Trustees shall be by ballot. 

The Board have appointed ah auditing committee to audit the ac- 
counts of the Treasurer for the year, and it is believed the bonds, 
mortgages, other investments and books of account will be found in 
the most satisfactory condition. 

Respectfully submitted, D. Chesnut, Secretary. 



A CoRBEOTiON. — The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, at its 
late meeting in York, appointed the Rev. H. H. George of Cincinnati, as 
President of Geneva College, at Northwood, Ohio, at a salary of $1,000 per 
annum. The record of this appointment, which was a part of the report of 
the Board of Education, does not appear in the published Minutes of Synod. 
Tl^e omission was owing to the imperfect manner in which the erasure of a 
certain paragraph, with which the recommendation of Mr, George as Presi- 
dent was connected, was made. The printer would easily infer from the 
erasure that the whole paragraph was to be expunged, and thus he left out 
the record of Mr. George's appointment. I rep;ret this exceedingly, but for 
the omission I am not responsiVle, as I forwarded the original report to the 
printer just as it came into my hands. It is but proper to say in this connec- 
tion, that the vote by which Rev. H. H. George was chosen President of the 
College, was given with great unanimity and heartiness, and indicates the con- 
fidence Synod has in the College under the new administration, and augurs 
its future success and usefulness. J. R. Thompson, 

Clerk of Synod. 

SEPOSTS OF SYNOD'S TEEASUBEE8. 
D. Euwer, Treasurer, in account with Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

1871. DOMESTIC MISSIONS. Cr. 

May 17. To p. p. Boyd, draft sent to Fremont City, Neb $ 50 00 

June 1. Rev. M. Wilkin, in full to date, 280 00 
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Jane 16. D. Chestnut, fees for Seo. CommoDwealth, t 1 25 

" 17. D C. Faris, amount from Reno and Round Prairie,.... 39 84 

'* ^' ^* ^* cash for books and testimonies, 14 24 

" " " " draft on New York, in full for 4th quarter 

to May 15th, 1871, 140 92 

^ 20. D. C. Martin, on account of missionary tour, 300 GO 

" " " " book bills aod contributions, 16 66 

Aug. 9. D. C. Faris, collection at Reno and Round Prairie 40 00 

'* " " " draft on New York city for " 155 00 

** 21. Rehoboth branch, am't. rec'd May 3, 1871, returned to 

Rev. J. W. Sproull, 9 50 

Sept. 7. Rev. John Crozier, for services at Toronto, 50 00 

** 25. Rev, S. M. Stevenson, on account, 100 00 

«* " D. C. Faris, amount collected at Reno, 12 50 

Oct. 7. Rev. R. HutcLeson, collection at Elliott*, and dmft, 180 00 

^' 13. Rev. J as. Wallace, am't collection at Sylvania, Mo 130 60 

" 16. Rev. J. S. T. Millijsjan, collection at N. Cedar, and draft, 200 00 

" 23. D. C. Faris, collection at Reno, draft, 90 00 

" " Rev. James Wallace, per W. Wills, 34 40 

Nov. 4. P. P. Boyd, collected at Fremont and Wahoo, cash in 

full, 165 25 

Jan. 17. D. C. Martin, collection in tour to California, Oregon, 

&c.,and cash on account, 213 35 

" 27. Rev. S. M. Stevenson, draft for 30 00 

Feb. 22. D. C. Martin, collection at Princeton, 12 30 

Mar. 18. Rev. S. M. Stevenson, draft for 200 00 

" « Rev. J. S. T. Milligan, draft, in full to March 11, 1872, 200 00 

April 9. Rev. Jas. Wallace, draft for 11 days at Sylvania, Mo... 165 00 
" 25. Rev. S. M. Stevenson, up to April 1, 1872,...$ 93 00 

" '' " " on account, 107 00 

200 00 

" " " " " collection at Republican City, 13 00 
May 6. D. C. Martin, on account missionary tour 200 00 

$3,243 81 
Balance on hand, $568 21 

1871. SOUTHERN MISSION. CR. 

Received at different dates,.. $185 70 

May 16. To balance due treasurer at last report,. 129 92 

1872. 

May 14. By balance on hand, $ 55 78 

D. Gregg ^ Treasurer ^ in account with Reformed Preahyterian Church. 

1871. THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. Cb. 

May 11. By D. Euwer, one-third expenses of charter, $ 19 33 

June 3. Professor Sloane, in full current year, 43 05 

" 8. C. H. Armstrong, coal bill, 13 75 

" 14. Professor Sproull, in full for current year, 200 00 

" 27. Water tax 4 75 

Sept. 7. Professor Sloane, 400 00 

Oct. 5. " Sproull, 342 50 

" 10. W. 0. Sproull, librarian, repairs,.. 9 14 
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18. Professor Sloane, balance first quarter, $225 00 

21. Welty Brothers, matting, W. 0. Sproull, .. 53 38 

" D. Dehaven & Sons, 10 40 

23. Cleaning and glazing, 6 25 

3. Professor Sproull, balance first quarter, 282 50 

13. Repairs to Library.... 3 00 

4. Professor Sloan e, 200 00 

72. 

5. Professor Sproull, 625 00 

13. J. Aiken & Co., coal bill, 23 98 

22. Professor Sloane, balance second quarter. 425 00 

. 12. " " .' 40 00 

17. " " balance third quarter, 585 00 

ch 22. Johnston, librarian, repairs, 8 09 

27. Professor Sproull, third quarter, 625 00 

28 Professor Sloane, on fourth quarter, 100 00 

Rev. D. McAllister, travelling expenses 25 00 

Rev. S 0. Wylie, " " 15 00 

29. Gas bill, 5 50 

il 3. Mrs. Henderson's bill, janitor, 75 00 

r 6. Professor Sproull, on fourth quarter, 350 00 

8. Professor Sloane, 337 91 

$5,053 53 
To balance due Professor Sloane for current year, end- 
ing Oct. 31 1872, 187 09 

Due Professor Sproull for current year ending same date, 275 00 

71. ENDOWMENT FUND. Cr. 

e 14. Cash paid W. Wills, Treasurer, $ 1,280 77 

'' U. S. bonds, 16,400 00 

" Bonds and mortgages, 8,000 00 

Total of Endowment Fund, $25,680 77 

71. LITERARY FUND. Cr. 

7. By Prof. Sproull, books, at diflferent dates, ,...$38 05 

22. Insurance on Library, , 6 00 

" Johnston, librarian, books, 5 00 

8. Cashonhand, 1 00 

$50 05 
8. To balance due Library at this date, 1 00 

n. BTUDENTS' FUND. Cr. 

' 3. By amount overpaid, as per last report, S 132 05 

11. One-third expense on charter, 19 34 

Paid students at different dates,. 1,190 00 

$1,341 39 
Balance this date, 100 00 
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Wm WHk, Treasurer, in dccount toith Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

ENDOWMENT TUND AND SEMINARY EXPENSES. 

1871. jReceipia, 

July 1. Amt. of mortgage, against Allegheny ch $3,000 00 

Aug. 31. Eec'd. from sale of U. S. bonds 13,400 00 

Oct. 4. " ** " '^ « 3,000 00 

" " « for premium on « " 24,447 82 

Oct. 19. " from J. McConnell 100 00 

Nov. 10. " " R. C. McGee 10 00 

Deo. 12. " " Saml. Black 25 00 

" " " « John Black 20 00 

1872. 
Feb. 26. « " Sarah Cathcart 50 00 

" ** " " D Gregg, amt. of temporary loan 1,280 77 

April 22. " ** Rev. T. Sproull, D. D 1,387 95 

" " Two notes of $800 each, payable in 1 and 
2 years respectively, with 8 per cent, 
interest, secured by bond and mortgage 

on property in St. Paul, Minn 1,600 00 

May 17. Total amt. of int. on securities rec'd 1,504 64 

127,826 

1871. DUburaemenis, 

July 17. Paid for mortgage of $3,000 $2,760 00 

Sept. 1. " ** 5,000 4,700 00 

« « " " 3,000 2,730 00 

Oct. 4. " '' 10,000 9,400 00 

« « " Mt. Washington 8 per ct. schl. bds. 1,657 82 

1872. 

April 22. Mortgage on St. Paul property 1,600 00 

May 16. Loaned on mortgage, 9 per cent 1,500 00 

" 17. Paid to date for Seminary expenses 2,276 18 

" " Paid to Dr. Sproull, expense of acknowledg- 
ing assignment of St. Paul mortgage.... 1 00 

Pro rata share of expenses, (fee 16 85 

$26,641 

Balance on hand for expenses $1,184 

LIST OP ENDOWMENT FUND INVESTMENTS. 

Original amt. as received from D. Gregg $25,680 

g Mortgage against Pittsburgh R. P. church $5,000 00 

^ u u Jos. Gosling 3,000 00 

^ « « Geo. Erdner 5,000 00 

I " " Wm. Digby 3,000 00 

" " " Jas. Irwin 10,000 00 

£ « " J. R. W. Sloane ;. 1,500 00 

^ " <* J. Austrian, St. Paul 1,600 00 

< Mt. Washington 8 per cent, school bonds 1,657 82 



Present amount invested $30,757 

Increase 5,©77 

Interest invested $1,884,10 

Amount of interest receivable on above, annually $1,955 64 
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71. Expense Account, 

24. Paid D. Chesnut, Secy., for copying book $ 2 00 

" " " " for printing charter 5 00 

" " Safe Deposit Co. for rent of box in its vault 21 50 

72. 

il 20. " D. Ohesnut for certified copies of charter supplement, 1 00 



Divided pro rata and charged to the several ftind accounts, $29 50 



)unt of Rebecca Law 9150 00 

eing designed by her as a donation to Synod for mission purposes, to be 
after her death, but for which she is to receive during life interest at 
rate of 8 per cent, per annum. 

students' fund. 

71. Receipts. 

1. Gold int on $4,800, 6 mos. and prem $162 18 

4. From sale of U. S. bonds 4,800 00 

" For premium on " 774 83 

16. Six mos. int. on $5,000 mortgage 200 00 

72. 

ch 1. Interest on Mt. Washington school bonds.... 213 68 

10. Interest on mortgage... 7 80 

15. '* " " 200 00 

$6,358 49 

71. Disbursements. 

1. Paid D. Gregg $162 18 

. 17. " " " 400 00 

4. Invested in Mt. Washington 8 per ct. school 

bonds 5,342 18 

12. Invested in mortgage ^ 232 65 

72. 

22. Paid D. Gregg (out of endowment fund) 450 00 

Pro rata share of expenses, &c 6 50 

S593 51 



Amount overdrawn $235 02 

ent investments for this fund — 

ortgage against Geo. Alexander $5000 00 

t. Washington 8 per cent, school bonds 5,342 18 

lare of mortgage against H. Meisterfield.. 259 94 

$10,602 12 

, of original investments as reo'd from D. Gregg, 

Treasurer $9,800 00 

Increase $802 12 

Amt. of interest receivable semi-annually $431 48 

DOMESTIO MISSIONS. 

n. Receipts, 

1. Amt. of gold interest on $1,150, and prem.$ 38 81 

10. Amt. of U. S. bonds 1,350 00 

" Premium on " 217 00 

72. 

10. Interest on Meisterfeld mortgage 52 20 

Sl,658 01 
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1871. Disbursements, 

Oct. 12. Paid for share of H. Meisterfeld mortgage, $1,557 35 

July 1. " D. Euwer, Treasurer 38 81 

Pro rata share of expense 4 15 1,60^ 

Balance on hand for expenses $5' 

Amount of investments, as received from D. Euwer $5,40 

Present Investments. 

Bonds of the City of Philadelphia $1,500 00 

One Allegheny County bond 1,000 00 

One Allegheny City, 5th ward school bond 1,550 00 

Share of mortgage against H. Meisterfeld 1,740 06 5,79 

Increase $39 

Amount of interest accruing yearly $36 

The interest accruing in Philadelphia and Allegheny bonds was coll 
by D. Euwer, Treasurer, and appears in his statement. 

SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS' FUND. 

1872, RecHpU. 

Feb. 16. Received from James Wiggins $2,917 94 

'< 19. " '' Wilkinsburg oong 25 00 

Mch. 11. '' " 2d cong., New York 199 68 

May 8. " " New Alexandria cong 17 68 

" 10. " " Ist cong , New York 54 00 

" 21. " " 3d cong., Philadelphia 23 96 

————— $o,2c 
Disbursements. 

Mch. 5. Paid for §1,600 mortgage $1,572 65 

Feb. 26. " 1,200 " 1,052 75 

Pro rata share of expense, &o 2 00 $2,6^ 

Balance on hand $6] 

Investm.ents. , 

Mortgage against H. C Gearing of $1,600, payable as Allows : 

April 1, 1873 - % 67 

" 1874 1,18 

Mortgage against M. G-. Euwer for $1,200, payable in five years. 

Interest payable semi-annually $7 

SOUTHERN MISSION. 

20 Corporation bonds of Washington, D. C., for $50 each $1,0C 

Bearing intere'st semi-annually at the rateof 7j^ per cent, per year. 
The matured interest has been collected and paid to D. Euwer, 
Treasurer of said Mission. Amt 



. 



JJ^* Remaining Reports in October number. 



MEMORIAL SEMINARY BUILDING FUND. 

June 15, ConococheaguG cong., $77 00 

*» »* Mrs. Mary Thomson 5 00 

** " D. G. Thomson, Licentiate, fi 00 

** " Walnut City cong., 80 Oa 

*« " Bethel cong. 33 00 

** *' Bethesda cong., Samuel Latimer, 10 00 

** ** ** •' Thomas Smith, 10 00 

*« *« " «* William Moore, 10 00 

t» «* «* " David Craig, - 5 00 

»' *« '« " John Russell, 6 00 

»« " " '< William Robison, 5 00 

'* ** Joseph Carson, Neelsburg Branch Oil City cong.,... 25 00 

»' *» Lake Eli^a cong.. Rev. R. M. C. Thompson, 10 00 

♦« " '* '* " David McKnight, 20 00 

<« «• '* ** •* James McKnight, 10 00 

" «* " '* *« Robert Young 10 00 

*' »* ** '* " Samuel McGinnis, 5 00 

*« " Second Aliami cong., per D. Boyd, 521 00 

'< *• Rushsylvania cong 169 00 

*< " ' Maccdon, *' 62 00 

•* " Bovina »« 60 00 

*» <» E. Milroy, Vernon cong , 15 00 

»* " W. L.Wright, Vernon cong., 15 00 

** " Matthew Wright, »< " 10 00 

** " Sarah Wright, " '* 5 00 

** " James Mann, " ** 5 00 
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• QTSTBUUENTAL HTTSIO IK NEW TESTAMENT WOBSHIF. 

(Oontinued from page 264.) 
BY BBV. R. HUTCHESON. 

m. We oome now to inquire what is the theological use of these 

ceremonial instruments ? As shadows, what do they represent ? It 

would be ill for the church if godly people in their spiritual exercises 

were as far in the dark on these questions as theologians seem to be in 

discussing them. The martyr exclamation is well known — " 0, for 

a well tuned harp !" We hear in the social meeting, at the family 

altar, and in the pulpit, the petition, ^^ Tune our hearts for thy 

; praise." Well that's the whole of it. " My lips shall utter praise 

when thou hast taught me thy statutes." That these godly people 

from time immemorial have the scriptural view of the matter, will appear 

from the following illustrations : 

I. In general terms they represent grace in the heart. We arrive 
&t this by two separate connections. 

(a) The instruments bear the same relation to praise that incense 
does to prayer. Rev. 5:8, " Having every one of them harpfj, and 
golden cups full of odors, which are the prayers of saints." This 

'- establishes the relation of the sign and the thing signified ; and re- 
ceives illustration from other passages. Ps. 141 : 2, "Let my prayer be 
•et before thee as incense." We learn how this is done, Rev. 8: 3, 
^'And there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it 
with the prayers of all saints, upon the golden altar which was before 
the throne." The incense, like the sacrifice, was burned with fire 
from heaven ; no prayers, but such as come from hearts kindled 
with like fire, can ascend with his intercession. "I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will prai^ with the understanding." Also, "1 will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding." As the one 

80 the other ; both requiring of necessity the grace of the Spirit. 

(b) We have a double record of the gospel rule for singing praise, 
£ph. 6: 19, and Col. 3: 16; but what is in one of these called "play- 
ing on the chords in the heart to the Lord," is in the other, " with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord." From this we infer that playing 
on the chords is stirring up the graces that are already there; for, 

19 
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2. These instrutrients deal with the deepest moving of the affin- 
tions. In Isa. 15th and 16th chapters we have all the workings of 
pity, even to hopeless commiseration, winding up with this, ^^ Where- 
fore my bowels shall sound like an harp for Moab, and thine inward parts 
for Kir-haresh," chap. 16 : 11. Parallel passages we have in Jer. 4: 
19, " My bowels, my bowels ! I am pained at my very heart ; my heart 
maketh a noise in me ; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast 
heard, my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war." 
Chapter 48 : 36, ^^ Mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine 
heart shall sound like pipes for the men of Kir-heres.*' Is. 63 : 15, 
^' The sounding of thy bowels and thy mercies toward me, are they 
restrained?" Compare verse 9. When Job would set forth the 
hold be once had in the affections of his people, he says, chapter 17, 
5, ^'Aforetime I was as a tabret." Compare chapter 29. So Jer. 31: 
4, ^' Thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth 
in the dances of them that make merry." In the deep feeling of a 
whole nation, we have Miriam taking a timbrel, Ex. 15 : 2, with like 
scenery, if not the same, Ps. 68 : 25, ^^ The singers, the players, the 
damsels with timbrels." They are associated with feelings both joyful 
and mournful. They combine the deepest mixture of sorrow and joy. 
Such would have been Laban*s, according to the custom of his 
country, had he actually sent away Jacob, as he might have done, 
(Gen, 31 : 27) " with mirth and with songs, with tabret and with harp." 
Like combination we have in Ezra S : 10-13, and Neh. 8 : 9-12. The 
change of feeling too is sometimes very sudden, as in the case of 
Jephtha's daughter, who '' came out to meet him with timbrels and 
with dances; and she was his only child." So Iikewi9flyJ[ab 30 : tl, 
'^ My harp is turned to mourning, and my organ into the. Voice of diem 
that weep." This is illustrated in David's first attempt to brifig' up 1 
the ark, 1 Chron. 13:8, where they " played before God with afl theit 
might, and with singing, and with harps, and with psalteries, and with 
timbrels, and with cymbals, and with trumpets." Compare verses 11- 
13. In one hour is Babylon made desolate. Rev. 18 : 17-22, " the 
voice of harpers and musicians, and of pipers and trumpeters, shall be 
heard no more at all in thee." Even the same sound and the same 
sentiment, will rejoice one, and grieve another at the same time ; as in 
1 Sam. 18: 6, when they came out to meet Xing Saul, with tabrets, 
with joy, and with instruments of music. Compare verses 8, 9. Instru- 
ments play a large part in that scene of deepest contrasts, the most 
sublime, as it is the last, that this world shall ever witness ; when 
every eye shall see Him, and all nations shall wail because of Him. 
Ps. 96 : 9-13, and 98 : 6-9, " Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with 
the harp, and the voice of a psalm ; with trumpets, and sound of 
cornet ; before the Lord ; for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the 
earth." In thus dealing with the deepest moving of the affections, 
they are well adapted to illustrate grace in the heart. Those not 
acquainted personally with grace in this aspect, should read the 
treatise of Jonathan Edwards '' On the Affections." 

3. They happily illustrate the eountless variety of spiritual ex- 
perience. The whole man is affected and each emotion with number- V 
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less degrees, and countless imperfections. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. 14 : 
10, " There are so many kinds of sounds in the world, and none of 
them is without signification." Compare verse 7. Perhaps no sounds* 
are so easily interpreted as those of music. Then to think ef their 
number and variety. And who can count the tones and semi-tones* of 
grace ; from Bunyan*s Mr. Fearickg, always playing on the bass, up 
through tenor, alto and treble, till we see Paul ready to be offered, 
and feel that glow from the face of Stephen, when they saw it ^'as it 
had been the Face of an angel." Look at the mathematics of sounds. 
There are about 20 instruments named in the Scripture. Suppose 
we have now but 4 times as many, these added to those make 100 ; 
some of ours may identify with theirs, but all are new modeled. 
Allow 4 degrees of excellence in the manufacture; 5 degrees of 
dexterity in the players — not one-tenth of the reality ; difference in 
the circumstance of place, 5 ; of time, 4 ; of atmosphere, 6 ; variety 
in the length of notes, 16 ; "time*\ to which they are regulated, 4 ; 
pitch, 4 ; notes in the scale of six octaves, 50 ; to say nothing of 
other modulations. These multiplied together make three billions of 
sounds, capable of combinations and permutations more than sufficient 
to number all the particles of sand that would balance this globe. 
How well adapte 1 are these to the variety of the graces, and of their 
degrees in spiritual experience ! The harp of a thousand strings is 
but approximation. 
4. These gracious feelings are generally pleasurable — pleasing 
^d being pleased. It is not needful to dwell on the pleasurable sen- 
m of music, either in nature or in revelation — read the Book of 
"^salms. 

It is true that godly sorrow is real sorrow ; the harp has a solemn 
sound — ''playing on the bass.*' The bass is a veritable basis for 
something higher. The believer too has his griefs, his disappointments, 
his ''songs in the night;" and to all of these the harp will respond in 
perfection. The power vastly predominating is joy, and in its culmi- 
nation, joy without mixture — triumph perfect, immeasurable, eternal. 
In the conflict with the Assyrian, he will not cast away his tabret or 
his harp, though he fight in battles of shaking. Is. 80 : 32. He never, 
like Babylon, already referred to, or Tyrus, Ezk. 26 : 13, loses his 
harp entirely, though sometimes he is unable to use it. Does he 
break or burn it in such a case ? No, he hangs it on the weeping wil- 
low — keeps it still in sight. The poets say there is a joy of grief. 
We know there is a joy that follows it, " weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning." See, inter alia, Hab. 3 : 18 ; 
Is. 38 : 20, and 51 : 3, >' He will make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden (paradise) of the Lord ; joy and gladness 
shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.** There 
they will have the " harp of God.'* But, 

5. They represent all this happy combination of graces in the heart, 
^ something that has been put there, Ps. 4:7, " Thou hast put glad- 
ness in my heart.** The voice of the lips is our natural instrumentality 
for praise ; Adam perhaps, needed no other, but it is broken ; nature 
^ a cracked bell, or something worse, it can not be mended — must b^ 
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new-made. ^'Ye must be born again." The Ethiopian treasurer, when 
born of water and of the Spirit, went on his way rejoicing ; gladness 
was put into his heart. Spiritual joy is not natural, but artificial, 
neither is it unnatural ; it fits the place, it is supernatural ; restoring 
us' to what we were at the beginning, and with this happy advantage, it 
can never be lost. Is. 85 : 10. Ezk. 28 : 18, ^' The workmanship 
of the tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in^thee, in the day that 
thou wast created." There is mystery in this whole passage-^textnal 
difiSculty of no ordinary breadth. Some suppose that Ithobal, the Tyrian 
monarch, is the personage here described ; but he seems to be rather ^'the 
prince," of the first ten verses of the chapter, when the scene changes 
to 'Hhe king" of the same territory ; true, the prince made high enough 
pretentions, but they are not conceded to him as they are to the king. 
Others, from the mention of Eden, would have this to be Adam, but it 
is difficult to see how he could be king in the city of purple. No doubt 
Old Adam had a good deal to say in its government. Dr. Lowth, quot- 
ed by Scott on the passage, says that this is an exact description of 
the devil in his falling from heaven. We can see a relation here. 
Satan was king of Tyrus at the time, and has ruled many a state since, 
as certainly as ever he martialed the "locusts" in Rev. 9: 11. The 
chapter recognizes a consolidation of the city, its prince, and its king, 
while it denounces all of them together. We have looked into Tyrus 1 
already as a city of music, as well as of commerce. Ezek. 26. 
Whether these terms apply to Ithobal, to Adam, or to Abaddon, 
it is about equally pertinent to our purpose ; ApoUyon suits us rather 
best — Lucifer, son of the morning. The "morning stars" once sang 
together; the workmanship of his tabrets and his pipes was prepared 
in him, in the day that he was created. Apply this to the believer, 
Eph. 2 : 10, " We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.*' 
Gal. 6 : 16, " In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision ; but a new creation." This new creation is unto 
good works ; faith which worketh — worketh by love ; thy laws are my 
song. From that hour they have the harps of God ; they sing the 
song of Moses from the two tables — from both their sides ; they sing 
the song of the Lamb, that no others ever can learn — that they 
could learn in no other way. All within is turned to harmony by, 
and with, the musical instruments of God. An English writer— 
Wm. Arthur, in his ^'Tongue of Firej'* illustrating the power of 
preaching, and pressing home the necessity of a large measure of 
spirituality, in order to secure efficiency, uses the following simlie: 
"An organ filled with the ordinary degree of air which exists every- 
where, is dumb ; the touch of the player can elicit but the click of the 
keys. Throw in, not other air, but an unsteady current of the same, 
and sweet, but imperfect and uncertain, notes respond to the touch. 
Increase the current to a full supply, and every pipe swells with music. 
Such is the soul — and such are the changes which pass upon it, when it 
receives the Spirit, *when it is filled with the Holy Ghost.* " 

We are now ready to hear Bunyan at length. "Some must pipe? 
and some must weep. Mr. Fearing was one that played upon the 
bass; be and his friends sound the sackbut, whose notes are more 
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ioleful than those of other instruments. Some indeed say the bass is 
-he ground of all music, and for my part, I care not for that profes- 
sion which begins not in heaviness of mind. The first string that 
the musician usually touches, when he intends to put all in tune, is the 
bass. God also plays on this string first, when he sets the soul in 
tune for himself. Only this was the imperfection of Mr. Fearing, he 
3ould play no other music but this, till towards his latter end,** Ps. 
57 : 7, 8, " My heart is prepared,* God, my heart is prepared ; I will 
sing and give praise. Awake up, my glory (my speech, tongue. 
Acts 2 : 26) awake psaltery and harp" — natural voice, nature sancti- 
fied, and all the gracious affections at once. 

6. Lastly. The illusions to those instruments so frequent in the 
Psalms, is calculated to carry our minds forward, and our hearts up- 
ward to the glory of heaven — the inheritance of the saints in light. 
For sublimity, nothing of physical agency will compare with music ; 
and music is only complete when voices and instruments combine, 
Ezek. 83 : 32. Light has its own kind of sublimity, and is abundantly 
used in the metaphors of grace ; it had its seven lamps in the taber- 
nacle. Light presents its objects at a distance, but music carries us 
away. I am no enthusiast for music, rather slow in appreciating its 
interest, yet I may say freely, if I were inventing a system of worship, 
I would probably put in the band for a part of the play. Who does 
not love the human voice in a well-trained congregation, whether in a 
cathedral, or on the ^^ hill side,'' as I have heard it more than once. I 
love to hear the band on the 4th of July, or the 12th. [ have never 
been to the theatre, but I have heard the musicians on St. John's day, 
and that is bad enough. The union of voice and instrument together, 
will break in on my studies any hour of the day. I would have it in 
the worship if I were master of the ceremonies, but as the case stands, 
serving another master, the very Singer of Israel, who knows our 
virhole ^' frame ;** I would be Hiel, the Beth-elite, and rebuild Jericho ; 
Saul, the Benjamite, and offer sacrifice ; Uzziah, the presumptuous, 
ind burn incense ; anything short of Iscariot, rather than lead the 
3hurch backward to that which is abolished ; back from the simple, 
affective, unostentatious services of that altar whereof they have no 
right to eat, who serve the tabernacle ; and where the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually is the fruit of thb lips, giving thanks to 
his name. 

There is a point yet to be discussed — the philosophy of instruments 
in worship. What are the disadvantages attending them ? Had they 
the same disadvantage of old ? If so, why were tney ever allowed ? 
This is not essential to the argument, but is worth consideration. I 
would, as I presume many readers would, be glad to have something on 
tliese questions, from some one better acquainted with the practical 
working of the machinery, than the writer. 

* Margin. — By the way, this vewe is worth reading in the Septiiagint. *• I will 
sing, and (pdXo) {psaloy^ future tense. The same term in the present participle 

occurs in Eph. 6 : 19. 
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THE HOBHINQ OOMETH, 

In the visions of Isaiah', the prophet is oppressed with the calami- 
ties of the church ; and while as a watchman he views the desolation 
of his beloved city and land, he is startled by the taunting inquiry of 
an Edomite, " Watchman, what of the night ? Watchman, what of 
the night T* By an immediate inspiration he answers, with words of 
hopefulness to the church, and of warning to the questioner, " The 
morning cometh, and also the night.*' The morning of joy and de- 
liverance comes to outcast and oppressed Israel, and the night of 
sorrow and destruction to Edom, her vaunting enemy. Or if we inter- 
pret the question as coming from, and the answer as given to, the 
church, we have a prophetic declaration of the glorious future of the 
people of God, and "[^that we must, through much tribulation, enter 
into the kingdom of God.'' 

The church was divinely commissioned more than 6000 years ago, 
and for nearly one-third of that time, she has had the special presence 
and power of the Spirit of Jesus, a full revelation of God's will with i 
all his great and precious promises, and the leadership of noble apos- 
tles and confessors ; yet the world is not converted, the multitude sit 
in darkness, the nations are in rebellion against the Lord and his 
Christ, and the church, divided and scattered, still walks in darkness 
amid the' scorn and taunts of her enemies, and those who most faith- 
fully witness for the truth and contend for the rights of King Jesus, 
are ^^ a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her." This 
sad condition is not chargeable to any change in God's purpose, to the 
failure of his promise, nor to the weakness of the gospel. God's will 
has still been, " Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature ; he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," and 
as Jesus was given when the church asked not for him, so the gospel 
has been given and continued with a disobedient and gain-saying 
people. The promises of Christ have all been yea and amen. The 
gospel is the wisdom and power of God unto salvation. But Zion did 
not travail to bring forth children. The church did not arise and 
shine when her light came. And though the Spirit of the Lord strove 
with her and kept alive her coal, he was grieved by her negligence and 
unbelief, and withheld from her the goings forth of his power and the 
consolations of his love. But the counsel of the Lord shall stand, 
he will not be thwarted. Whenever the pride of the church is humbled 
that she will not say, " Mine arm has saved me, mine own sword has 
got the land in possession ;" whenever her zeal is awakened and her en- 
ergies are put forth in faith, God will make her a co-worker with him- 
self and a participant of the promised triumph. Then " shall the 
saints be joyful in glory, they shall sing aloud upon their beds ; the 
high praises of God shall be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in 
their hand." The systems of heathenism shall be overthrown, and 
the church shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. 

" There is no more any prophet" to cry " the morning cometh," but 

we have a sure word of prophecy, and to those who in despair or de- 

rision btlj " we see not our signs," "^e ^%»Ti ^TkS»>N^x WOc^ ^^tt Saviour's 
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words, " Ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how 
is it that ye do not discern this time ?** The careful observer of ex- 
ternal providences will see hopeful indications in the moral world that 
the sun of righteousness is even now rising upon the hemisphere of the 
church, the gospel, and the saints of God ; while a night of darkness 
and despair is gathering about the abettors of anti-christ, infidelity 
and irreligion. But the manifestations of spiritual life in the church 
are the special sign of the time to favor Zion, and these are visible 
among Christians every where in a searching after truth and increase of 
knowledge, in the desire and effort to ** see eye to eye** in religious 
activity, in missionary effort and in abounding liberality. Our own 
little Zion is catching the first beams of the morning as they gild the 
hill tops with the light of day. The Spirit is revealed in unwonted 
measure in synod and throughout the church, given unity in counsel, 
efficiency in action, and prosperity in effort. The King of glory is 
honoring our testimony, giving it the approval of good men of every 
name, and making it felt by the wicked in their high places of unjust 
power. 

It is ours to discern these signs, to believe the promises of which 
they are the tokens, and when ^' the little cloud ariseth/* to make haste 
and prepare for the showers of blessing which shall come down in their 
season. In no way perhaps can we obtain the means of doing this so 
readily as in the statistics of the church. When accurate, they con- 
tain invaluable information as to the condition and progress of each con- 
gregation, and are the best narrative of the state of religion, because 
an unbiassed and uncolored exhibition of the fruits by which it is 
known. To help inquirers after the church's welfare and prosperity to 
make an accurate survey of the church, and to see the doings of the 
Lord among us, the following analysis of the statistical tables has 
been made. 

MISTAKES CORRECTED. 

The inaccuracies are in some cases typographical, but in most in- 
stances are traceable to the clerks of Presbyteries, while the fault is 
probably with pastors and sessions who have not heeded Synod's action 
in 1871, see page 233 of the Minutes, at the top. 

The minutes in the list of " congregations not represented " omit 
Jonathan's Greek in the Ohio Presbytery, and Princeton in the Illi- 
nois, while Noviy which has ceased to dxist, is retained in the Lakes 
Presbytery. The statistical report of Ohio Presbytery omits the 
Muskingum and Tomika congregation, and that of the Lakes Presby- 
tery omits Rev, N, R, Johnston, The foreign letters and general 
statement, in consequence of these errors, give the number of congrega- 
tions and of ministers inaccurately. It should be 101 congregations 
and 91 ministers. 

The number of members in New York Presbytery is disminished 
100 by a wrong addition ; it should be 2,468 ; and the error is copied 
in the general statement, where the total communicants ought to sum 
up 8,882. The Pittsburgh Presbytery report is footed up incorrectly 
in the Home Mission, Education Fund, Pastor's Salary and all other 
>bject columns, and in the New Castle contT\\i\i\.\QXk%. '^V^ \jakss^ 
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Presbytery's pastors' salary and total columns, and the first Miami 
contributions, are added up incorrectly, unless the pastor's salary in 
that congregation is $100 more than appears, which is the mare prob- 
able correction. 

There are three typographical errors in the "general statement." 
The total contributions to Home Missions should be ^,80'^'^39 instead 
of $3,805.58 ; the Illinois contributions to Education should be $39.05, 
and the Iowa to the Theological Seminary should be $76.01. The 
committee that prepared the general statement gives a ^^ summary "* 
on page 223, which is incorrect in nearly every item, and also in the 
sum of the items. 

No reports are given of the Conococheague, Rehoboth (Pa.), Mus- 
kingum and Tomika, Sandusky, Maquoketa, Ainsworth, Sylvania, 
and Evans congregations ; and no financial report of Toronto, Jona- 
than's Greek, Brownsville,yernon,Elliotta,Lake Reno, Republican City, 
and Fremont and Wahoo congregations. So that the membership of 
eight congregations and the contributions of sixteen congregatioDS 
should be added to the totals of these items, as reported ; and the 
averages of contributions made below for the Synod, and for the Ro- 
chester, Ohio, Iowa and Kansas Presbyteries, are all smaller than the 
truth, because of these partial reports. . 

With these corrections, the general statement, as far 9S reported, will 
be : 101 congregations, 91 ministers, 8,882 members. The additions 
to the membersnip for the year were 870, nearly 10 per cent, of 
which 494, or more than 5 per cent., were by profession. The additions 
to the ministry were 4 per cent, and to organizations 8 per cent. The 
total contributions were $201,532.11, or $22.70 per member, being an 
increase over last year of $32,175.47, nearly 16 per cent. The bene- 
volent contributions so far as tabulated were $28,223.97, showing an 
increase for the year of $11,788.53, about 40 per cent. ; as reported 
by Synod's Treasurers, there were $8,847.57 given to objects not 
named in the tables, making the total benevolent contributions reported 
$37,071.54, which is $4.17 per member. There are other benevolent 
contributions from most of our congregations not included in the 
public schemes. There ought to be a column for these headed " Other 
Benevolent Purposes," and to give room for it, omit " Number of Fa- 
milies," which in many cases is and can only be approximately 
guessed at. 

The congregations of Bovina, Brookland, North Union, South Union, 

* The same is true, to a greater or less extent, of perhaps every " summary " in 1 
the published minutes for many years past. No blame should, on this account, be 
attached to the committees. The difficulty in deciding what are the figures in some 
of the statistical reports, is at times so great that no two persons would likely make 
the same '* summary." The wonder is that there are no more mistakes. Besides, 
several corrections were made at last Synod after the report of the committee had 
been adopted, and several after the Minutes were in the hands of the printer. We 
are glad our correspondent refers, so pointedly, to the mistakes in the published re- 
ports. If clerks of Presbyteries act on the suggestions made, and exercise proper 
care in preparing their statistics, both Synod's committees and compositors will be 
saved do little trouble and annoyance. Ens. 
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LondoEKlerry, contributed to all the schemoB; while Craftabury, 
arville, Bear Run and Mahoning, and Pioe Creek, contributed to 
e of them. Thirty-seven congregations, as against tweny-five last 
r, contributed to all but one, the one omitted being in most cases the 
edmen'B Mission. As notable examples of liberality in securing 
ouse of wor9)itp, the Fourth Mew York congregation contributed. 

member $98,03 to all purposes, and $2.82 to benevolent schemes ; 
.tral Allegheny, total $69.80; schemes $0.45; York, total 
.03 ; schemes $1.63, (not including the princely hospitality ex* 
led to Synod. *' All these things did Araunah as a king give 
> the king"): Allegheny, total |60.16, schemes $2.31: Pitts- 
jh, total $57.45; schemes $8.65; Clarksburg, total $48.27; 
imes $1.73 : Parnassus, total $39.04 ; schemes $0.88 : Rushsyl- 
ia, total $38.34 ; schemes $1.79, But more noteworthy are these 
ancea where no church erection stimulated the effort : Second 
ton contributed per member, total $80.43; schemes $7.42 : Oil 
r, total $40 22; schemes $3.6L : Cincinnati, total $43.16 ; schemes 
15 : Third New York, total $39.07 ; schemes $13.40. These con- 
;ations had an average addition to their membership for the year 

each ; at the same rate the additions of the whole church would 
i been over 2,000. " There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; 

there is that witbboldeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
erty." 

he following schedule presents the average contribution of the 
ibership of each Presbytery, and of the whole Synod to each 
tme, to all the benevolent schemes, to pastor's salary (which aver- 

1 this year $1,045 last year $954), and to all purposes ; also an 
regate of these rates showing the comparative liberality of the var- 

Preabyteries ; with the average total and benevolent contributions 
ast year to show the progress made in the different parts of the 
rch. 
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this scheme 78 congregations eontribated t^.,2^'T.&^ Tea 
rd reporta the receipt of $9,406.15, ipMl oi ^VwV Yt'i^^^l "*** 
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contributed by congregations making no financial report. This shows 
that a larger part of the church is enlisted in this scheme than in any 
other ; and no doubt prayer goes with the alms ; for the fruits of labor 
appear in heathen youth brought under instruction, in baptized cate- 
chumens, in CDnverts professing Christ, in young professors devoting 
themselves to the ministry and others giving of their substance and 
labor to further the gospel among their brethren, God has thus pat 
his seal on this evangelizing effort of the church. But alas, our dear 
brethren Dodds and Galbraith lie dead in that distant land, nay, have 
gone thence from work to reward. Truly Gbd has broken with breach 
upon breach, and is teaching us to cease from man, whose breath is in 
his nostrils ; while yet his grace so richly shown makes us to hear the 
exhortation which speaketh to us as unto children, '^ My son, despise not 
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him." Let us pray with strong crying and tears until God rend the 
heavens and come to that ancient covenanted land and to our own be- 
loved country with the early and latter rain. 

HOME MISSIONS. 

This scheme specially aims to follow western emigration and unfarl 
the banner "For Christ's Crown and Covenant " in each rising com- 
munity of the nation. It includes the same work prosecuted by the 
Presbyteries in their respective fields. The Board with the invested 
and collected funds of the «hurch have contributed to the efficiency of 
weak Presbyteries, and accomplished a great work " in the regions be- 
yond." One whole Presbytery has come into being by their effort, and 
another has been greatly enlarged. I 

The tables show $5,805.68 contributed by 70 congregations to 
this cause, which with $1,600.00 interest and donations, is $7,405- 
58. Of this sum the Presbyteries received and expended $3,905.58, 
and the Board $3,500. The results for the year are 8 congrega- 
tions organized and 20 congregations, with many mission stations 
watered with the gospel. God is inquired of for this, and is fulfill- 
ing his promise, "I will increase them with men like a flock." 

THE CHURCH EXTENSION 

Is an ally of Home Missions, goes with it into feeble organizations, 
and encourages them to liberal effort for themselves by the hope of 
assistance sufficient to complete a church building without debt. The 
tables give the contributions as $4,202.66, but the Board received only 
$1,994.40 from 49 congregations, the balance $2,208.26 was given in 
princely donations to a worthy congregation not assisted by the Board. 
With $1,900 appropriated by the Board, four congregations have each 
erected a comfortable house of worship, costing in the aggregate not 
less than $12,000. Within six years 18 congregations have been thus 
helped by the Board. All of these without this help would either have 
made no effort and been feeble for the want, or with the effort would 
have been staggering under a burden of debt. They are all, with 
one exception, enjoying a vigorous and useful existence. These 17 
congregsition^ contain 1,224 members, an average of 72 each (only 4 
have over 100 members), and are a.tCLOiigj\J[i<^^^^^^x \\\. wealth. One of 
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bhem sends no financial report, the other 16 (3 without a pastor) con- 
tributed the last year $25,592.63, which is $22,50 per member, only 
20 cents below Synod's average, 11 of them contributed to all but one 
of Synod's schemes, and the other 6 contributed to most of them. This 
shows that the help has been worthily bestowed and has cultivated the 
liberality of the recipients. Truly in this direction the church has 
heard the Master's injunction, ^' Spare not, lengthen thy cords, 
strengthen thy stakes.'' 

frbbdmbn's mission. 

Only $116.95 were contributed to this scheooe, nearly the half of 
this was from one congregation, and 6 others gave the balance. It is 
hoped that the recent action of the Board calling for means to revive 
this mission will meet with a general and hearty response. A wide 
and inviting field of gospel labor is ready for the harvest in every 
southern State. We have young colored men in various stages of 
progress to the ministry, who U)ok to this field for their Bphere of 
labor. Let us open the door, and prepare their way and the way of the 
Lord to these home-born citizens, whom the nation has so long thrust 
down into heathenish darkness, and '^ Ethiopia shall soon stretch out 
her hands unto God." 

NA1!I0NAL REFORM. 

This scheme is eminently evangelical, and as its name indicates, the 
Subject of its efibrt is the body politic, the state as a moral person. It 
aims to secure the exaltation and worship of Jesus as the Prince and 
Saviour in the individual heart and in the church, that through these 
the nation may be brought to bow to him, and enjoy his gracious sal- 
vation and benign government. It employs gospel meaner, and pro- 
claims and advocates the kingly government of the Saviour among cit- 
izens, who in convention have set up a government which does not 
recognize nor obey the Supreme Governor. For the accomplishment 
of its object it concentrates the whole power of the church, her pastors 
and congregations no longer acting single-handed, but in unison and 
with greatly multiplied force ; and it bands with us good men of other 
denominations who could not unite in ecclesiastical relations, but on 
the National Reform platform proclaim the scripture doctrine of poli- 
tics and civil religion, and earnestly co-operate in the christianizing of 
our government. 

During the year the church in her solemn covenant, joyously sworn 
in nearly every congregation, renewed her obligation to prosecute the 
work of bringing our beloved land into loyal relations to him on 
whose vesture and thigh the name is written, " King of kings and 
Lord of lords." The General Secretary by his able advocacy has 
made the movement more widely known and more favorably received, 
and in consequence the Cincinnati Convention developed a power and 
national character above any that preceded it. The contributions 
were increased in number and nearly doubled in amount ; 66 congrega- 
tions giving $3,828.92. An effort is being successfully prosecuted to 
put the Ohrutian Statesman^ the organ of the movement^ on «. xsv«t^ 
substantial hasia, and publish it weekly in an exAaT^^adi ^Q>\\si. \^^ ^^ 
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this we hear the prophetic cry, ''Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee/' and ere long angel voices will be heard proclaiming, ^^ The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ." 

THBOLOGICAL SBMINART. 

The year was one of tincertainty to this institution, owing to the 
unsettling of the location, by the liberal offers made in different parts 
of the church to secure its presence. Synod found eager disputants 
claiming the privilege of receiving it to their bounds. No place had 
a majority, the three highest candidates receiving fifty, thirty-four and 
twenty-five votes, respectively. On a second ballot, Wilkinsbarg 
received the prize, and at once the whole Synod bowed acquies- 
cence, giving an overwhelming vote against any reconsideration of the 
question. Notwithstanding the uncertainty, $10,000 was subscribed 
by a small part of the church towards the building. The Pittsburgh 
Presbytery has donated $6,000. And now with the site harmoniously 
fixed, aad an effisieat committee prosecuting the work, there can be no 
doubt that within the current year the building will be erected, and 
sufficient money contributed to enter it free of debt, and furnish it with 
all the appliances requisite for the thorough training of a ministry for 
the church. The change, which gave the whole time of two professors 
to the Seminary, has received the sanction of the church, in the contri- 
bution of the means requisite for their support. Collections to the amount 
of $4,904.86 were taken up i^y sixty-eight congregations,- an average of 
$72.13 from each. Titeeis li^re an evident expectation, and preparation, 
for the increase and more.emcient training of the ministry; and as in 
the wilderness of Edom, the valley was filled with water, when Israel, 
in obedience to the prophet, made ditches for its reception, so now 
from this enlarged fountain, we may expect the waters of the sanctuary 
to run down like floods through a ministry multiplied in number and 
magnified in power. God will soon fulfill his promise, " And I will 
give you pastors according to my heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding." 

Just here, however, we have at present the least encouraging feature 
of our church, the inadequate supply of candidates for the ministry. 
Out of ninety-one ministers, sixty-eight or seventy-five per cent, are I 
pastors, thirteen are otherwise employed, or by age are not available, ' 
leaving only ten ministers, three full licentiates, and twelve students of 
theology, two of whom are temporarily licensed, to supply the demand 
of the church for three years to come. There are now thirty vacant 
congregations ; thirteen of these could obtain pastors at once, two more 
within one year, five more in two years, five in three years, and five 
for whom nothing appears. But two per cent, of the ministry die an- 
nually, and for the past three years the congregations have increased 
six per cent., so that at the end of three years there would be twenty- 
nine congregations wholly unprovided for, or twelve more than at 
present. If there were now twenty-eight students in the Seminary, or 
seven for each year, it would only maintain the 8tatu9 quo, and with 
eight annually, it would be many years before all the congregations 
were supplied with pastors. T\iq ix\im\)^t c^^ ^twdQuta must then be 
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doubled, at least, if we would change the sad progression of vacancies, 
which were sixteen in 1870, twenty-four in 1871, and thirty in 1872. 
Where shall we find the young men ? All the children of the church 
are God's, and he employs them in various positions of usefulness, 
making his own selection for the ministry. In this, however, he uses 
parents, and honors and accepts their consecration, just as he called 
Samuel, whose mother 'Ment him to the Lord as long as he should 
live," and rejected the children of Eli, who left them unrestrained to 
choose their own way. The demand is made of every parent, " Lend 
me your son.*' Parents should consecrate each child unreservedly to 
God, and leave him to assign it a place as it shall please him. 
Pastors should teach this parental duty, and like Samuel, go to Bethle- 
hem seeking after David, God's chosen one. Ministers, like David 
and Elijah, must train up a Solomon, or Elisha, to seek the fullest 
measure of God's spirit and wisdom. Every Lystra might have a 
Timothy, were the mothers and grandmothers faithful in teaching the 
Holy Scriptures. Every Ephesus would have an eloquent Apollos, 
if there were an Aquila and Priscilla to teach the way of God more 
perfectly to talented young men. There will be no want of pastors, 
missionaries and Christian men in the church when the spirit of Han- 
nah's vow and prayer become, in any good measure, the character of 
our households. Nay, when he chastises the church for her worldli- 
ness, by a scarcity of teachers, he is thus awakening her to discover 
and repent of her sin, and is even then "keeping his mercy," and a 
man shall not fail her to proclaim his righteousness. If then we have 
discouragements in the church, in the midst of manifold tokens of 
divine favor, they are to arouse us to nobler effort, to drive us to our 
knees, to wrestle like Jacob with him who " turneth the shadow of 
death into the morning," and will quickly bring us up from the "ford 
Jabbok," and into a "Peniel" of his presence and favor. "When 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads : 
for your redemption draweth nigh." " Lift up your heads, ye gates ; 
even lift them up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall 
come in." J. C. K. Milligan. 
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(Continued firom page 264.) 

IIL Another condition of the church's success is promptness. 
"Let us go up at once." Every duty that God has enjoined demands 
promptness. To the individual sinner he says : " Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." "Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve." The sluggard is commended to the 
busy ant, to learn wisdom. Felix, trembling under the eloquent logic 
of Paul, procrastinated, and his delay was his ruin. When Saul was 
at the head of the armies of ancient Israel, God commanded him to go 
and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare 
them not. He hesitated ; he neglected only part of his duty, for which 
Samuel told him, " The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from 



802 Oanditiom of the OhurcVs Success. 

thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of thine^ that is better 
than thou." And to assure him that the decision was beyond repeal, 
he added, '^ Also that the strength of Israel will not lie nor repent, for 
he is not a man, that he should repent." On the other hand, the 
bleaching bones of the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, as 
they lay scattered along the banks of the Kishon, gave ample witness 
to the prompt action of that stern old prophet Elijah, in ridding the 
land of idolatry ; he summoned these prophets to the test of thdr 
strength, he waited until their folly was seen by all, then indicating 
the character of the God of Israel, he said, ^^ Take these prophets of 
Baal, let not one of them escape," and he brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and he slew them there. Again, witness his promptness 
when he confronted Ahab to the face, told him ^^ the dogs should eat 
Jezebel, by the walls of Jezreel," ^' and him that dieth of Ahab in the 
city, the dogs shall eat, and him that dieth in the field, shall the fowls 
of the air eat." Nathan promptly said to David, ^^ Thou art the man." 
Paul promptly defended his career before Felix, Agrippa and Festas. 
John Knox boldly and promptly rebuked the sins of the crown, and 
denounced the crimes of the throne, until Mary, Queen of Scots, was 
more afraid of him than all the armies and navies of the kingdom. 
To be prompt involves patience under every discouragement, bold- 
ness in the face of every danger, readiness to make any and every sacrifice 
that God calls for, and an unwavering determination never to yield aoj 
struggle for the truth, till God shall give us the victory. A few 
weeks ago I heard a sublime eulogy pronounced upon the old Covenan- 
ters of Scotland. It was by one of those blatant infidels, whose bufi(i- 
ness it is to travel about over the country, breathing out his fumes of 
blasphemy, and retailing his heart's hatred against God, and Christ, 
and the Bible. He prefaced his remarks by a foul slander. He said 
thej were the most cruel and tyrannical people that ever lived, and yet, 
said he, they were the untiring defenders of civil and religious liberty 
in Scotland ; but now for the eulogy : " Let it be remembered, my 
hearers, that they never beat upon their drum-heads the hollow sound 
of retreat." And from this fact, he assured his audience, the greatest 
danger might bo looked for, from this, their cause of National Reform. 
There is nothing that strikes such terror into the ranks of the enemies 
of Christ as the united, bold and prompt action of his church and peo- 
ple. And would we to-day put honor upon the memory of those fath- 
ers, of whose parentage we are justly proud, would we call into life 
that part of our covenant vow that binds us to the work of the nation's 
reformation, could we re-produce the bold, prompt and untiring spirit 
of those men of whom Parker Pillsbury could say, " They never beat 
upon their drum-heads the hollow sound of retreat," it would ring 
alarm through every walled city of Canaan, and so terrify Jebusite, 
Hittite, Perizite and Hivite, as that the land would at once fall ours 
in possession. And did the universal church show similar promptness, 
and heroism, she might go up and possess the world. But if men hes- 
itate, if the church falters, if brethren fall out by the way, the Canaan- 
ite may long possess the land, and the church long tarry in the wilder- 
ness. Let us go up ^' at once " and possess the land. 
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IV. The church must make aggressions as another condition of 
her success. She must "go upland "possess" the land. Israel 
could not wait until the enemy would come and attack, but must cross 
the Jordan, and inaugurate the fight. It has long been the cry of the 
enemies of God, " Let us alone." The devils said to Christ in the days 
of his flesh, "Let us alone, why hastthou come hither to torment us be- 
fore the time?" Slaveholders said, when they would extend and per- 
petuate their crime against God and man, " Let us alone." And in- 
fidelity, as to-day it is entrenching itself in the strongest holds of 
national life, is ever crying, "Let me alone." But Christ did not let 
the devils alone, " he rebuked the foul spirit, saying, I charge thee 
come out of the man, and enter no more into him." His sent servants 
did not let slavery alone, but hurling the shafts of his truth against its 
mighty walls, and calling down the denunciations of his wrath against 
its bulwarks, they have lived to see these rent and crumbled to the 
dust. The church cannot let her enemies alone. They are fortifying 
all the time, widening and strengthening their efforts to possess the 
land more fully ; till the great question is now pressing towards a solu- 
tion : shall the enemies of Christ, and his truth, be possessors of the 
land, and disinherit his church, cast his Bible away, and obliterate his 
name from the earth ; or shall the people of God, the rightful owners 
of the land, take possession of it, and subdue their enemies ? This is 
the moral struggle into which nations are to-day entering anew. Shall 
Christianity, with its divine benignity and universal benevolence, con- 
trol the nations of the world, or shall infidelity, with its withering 
Might, hold the sway ? When this question came before Israel, Caleb 
Said, Let us go up at once and possess the land. 

To obtain dominion has been either the secret or ostensible cause of 
all the wars of the world. Alexander, at the head of legions, went 
forth conquering one kingdom after another, until he is said to have 
Wept because there were no mora worlds to conquer, and it was all 
that he might be hailed as the emperor of the world. Julius Csesar 
lived, and fought, and died, that the world might jender homage at 
his throne. [Napoleon made all Europe to tremble beneath the tread 
of his armies, and waded through rivers of blood in order that he 
might be acknowledged as the sovereign of that continent. But that 
throne of universal dominion, of which warriors have dreamed, and 
poets have sung, belongs to our glorious King Immanuel, and to him 
«lone ; and after overturning, overturning, and overturning, he shall 
come, whose right it is, and shall take the kingdom, and all the people, 
nations and languages, shall serve him. " The kings of Tarshish, 
and of the isles, shall bring presents ; the kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall offer gifts ; yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; all nations 
shall serve him." But in this enthronement, and the overturningsthat 
must of necessity antecede it, his saints have an important part to per- 
form. He came to earth, not to send peace, but a sword ; the church 
13 to carry this sword, and inaugurate the variance between a man and 
bis father, and between the daughter and her mother. She is commis- 
sioned to preach the word to kings ; to command princes and judges 
to serve the Lord with fear, and to kiss the Son, and as long as anemicB 
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to God and rebels against his authority, are to be [found, the chun tl 
to be a tormentor of them that dwell upon the earth. Her warfaf h 
not carnal, but spiritual ; it is not against flesh and blood, but a{^ 
principalities and powers, and for it she has weapons not onlj de 
sive, but ofiFensive. With loins girded, «.nd feet shod, for active 
vice, she is to grasp the sword of the Spirit and go forth pulling 
the strongholds. 

We have incurred a tremendous responsibility in attacking the 
delity of this nation ; we have inaugurated a mighty struggle, in 
demand that it shall submit itself to Christ ; and yet we have 
done what was our duty to do, what we solemnly vowed twelve moi 
ago we would do, and now only one path lies before us, and tht 
straight forward, defending what we have, and aggressing still 
until we possess this land for Christ. Israel could not stop when 
had begun their war in Canaan, till every enemy was dispossessed, 
the land was theirs ; no more can we. With our eyes fixed upon 
great Captain of our salvation, as he is leading on his hosts to the 
uict, wielding the earthquakes, the conflagrations, the tornado wii 
as well as the ever alert forces of infidelity, making their wrathi 
praise him ; with eyes steadily fixed upon him, as with all his hostsj 
is sweeping on, amid the raging conflict, and the thickening batt 
to final victory ; our only watchword can be. Thine are we, Dai 
and on thy side, thou son of Jesse, until victory shall perch upon 
standards, and the banner for Christ's crown shall wave from 
to sea. 

V. The last condition of the church's success we shall name i 
her own consciousness of her ability. It is not enough that the chufl 
be able to overcome her enemies, she must know and feel she is abl 
When the stripling David came into the terror-stricken camp of Isrw 
beheld the defiant Goliath, and heard his proud challenge, he said 
Saul : " Let no man's heart faint because of him; thy servant willj 
and fight with this Philistine." Saul seemed to question his abilit 
" Thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from^his youth." Davi 
conscious of the skill and power that would be furnished him, repliei 
" The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out 
the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Phili 
tine," and suiting the action to the word, he took his sling, gatherii 
stones from the brook as he crossed it, and with the directness of i 
arrow, he hurled the missile of death deep into the forehead of 1 
enemy. Samson ground in the prison-house of the Philistines durii 
the days of his weakness ; but his hair began to grow, and with th 
returned the consciousness of his strength. When on a gala day 
was called out to make sport for his enemies, and set between the p 
lars of their Dagon's temple, said he to the lad that held him, " Sufl 
me that I may feel the pillars whereon the house standeth, that I m; 
lean upon them ;" and with that, knowing wherein his great strong 
lay, he cried unto the Lord and said, " Lord God, remember me. 
pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God 
and he took hold of the two middle pillars on which the house stoc 
and he bowed himself with all his might, and the house fell upon 1 
enemies. Asa trembled before It^ l\iou^^\id tlvouaand Ethiopians wi 
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three hundred chariots, that came against him at the hattle of 
jhah. But when the Lord assured him, that " it was nothing for 
help whether with many, or with them that have no power,'* in 
lame of the Lord he went against the multitude, and the Ethiop- 
led, aad were overthrown, so that they could not recover them- 
How often does the Spirit of God, as with one breath, set be- 
liis people their dangers and with another inspire them with a con- 
mess of their strength. " Fear not, for I am with you ; be not 
^ayed, for I am thy God." " Behold," says Christ to his disciples, 
md you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; and ye shall 
rought before governors, and kings for my sake. But when they 
jTer you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak ; for it 
be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak." The early 
jh, conscious of her strength, withstood the sword of persecution, 
iby her doctrine permeated as leaven the Roman empire. Luther, 
ig that divine power was in his protest, shook all Germany with 
[^testimony, and felt that he could face devils thick as tiles upon 
lOUse-tops. All history flashes light upon the church's path, and 
jires her with heroism. God has endowed her with power enough 
rercome the world; he has given her treasures enough, if she would 
them, to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth ; he has given 
talent enough to withstand the mightiest intellects of earth that 
themselves to oppose her. What she may lack in measure of talent 
unpared with giant statesmen, and philosophers of the world, she 
more than compensated in the consistency and logic of her truth, 
harmony of her doctrines, the grandeur of her position, and the 
limity of her platform, will confute and utterly silence every oppo- 
tt, though he be as proud in his boasting, and as defiant in his chal- 
[ge, as was Goliath of the Philistines. The church is not conscious 
ler power ; the locks of her strength are shorn by too many cun-. 
Delilahs. She numbers too many faint hearts, and lovers of ease, 
has not yet felt her power to grasp the two middle pillars of the 
iple of Dagon ; does not seem to realize in any great measure 
lerein her great strength lies. 

Next to the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit, there is none so 
eat as that of a grand idea. Wendell Phillips says : " The man that 
^ an idea on iwo feet, and bids it travel from Maine to Georgia, has 
be more to revolutionize the country than if, to overthrow the Oapi- 
I, he had put powder under the Senate chamber." No grander idea 
er was launched, than the one God has given us, viz, that the nations 
the world must own the Lord of glory as their King and Lord, bow 
his behest, and render homage at his throne. It has the logic of the 
sriptures with it, and the almighty purpose of God behind it. " He 
kth on his vesture and on his thigh a name written. King of kings and 
ord of lords." God, having exalted him far above every throne and 
^minion, has himself declared that he shall reign until all his en- 
Qies be put under his feet. 

In Bunyan's unrivalled description, the town of Mansoul had, for a 
ne, been in the hands of Diabolus and his cruel soldiers, when Cap- 
in Credence got news from Prince Immanuel that he would come and 
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help him take it. The captain turned to his soldiers and said, Shof 
yourselves men only this once, for in a few moments the Prince shall 
show himself upon the field. Fired with courage they entered fthe 
fight, when Captain Credence lifted up his eyes and beheld Immanuel 
coming, with colors flying, trumpets sounding, and the feet of his men 
scarce touching the ground, such was their celerity. The captain 
wheeled his men to the townward, and gave Diabolus the field. Im- 
manuel's army came up upon the one side, and the enemies' place was 
betwixt them both ; they fell to the fight afresh ; and in a little while, 
Immanuel and Captain Credence met, trampling down the slain as 
they came, till not so much as one doubter was left alive. Then Im- 
manuel entered the town, amid shouts and acclamations, *' Ye ^ates 
lift up your heads, ye everlasting doors be lifted up, that so the King 
of glory may come in.'* This, as a vivid picture, illustrates how the 
church and Immanuel may meet on every field of conflict, with every 
doubter driven from his hold, and every Canaanite compelled to sur- 
render. The churches power cannot be measured, nor her strength 
conceived. Her field is the world, her circuit is from sea to sea, and 
her dominion from the rising to the setting of the sun. Were she con-* 
scions of her strength, no amount of enemies need alarm her, for she is 
well able to overcome all of them. 

Conclusion. First. It will be the glory of Christ to give the world 
to his church. The sublimest thought in the world's bubmission to 
Christ, is the honor it will put upon his head. That he may, one day, 
have unchallenged obedience by all nations, kindreds and tongues, is 
the great end for which he has been upholding and guiding this way- 
ward world for six thousand years. No providence that has ever oc- 
curred on the earth will be read aright, until it be read in the light of 
the Spirit of God, fitting and shaping it to this grand end. Like the 
movement of figures upon the board, or the wielding of battalions upon 
the battle field, the great Redeemer has been wielding all the influences 
of the earth to the end that the entire earth shall submit to him. And as 
the time draws nigh, his movements to the accomplishment of this end 
are accelerating. Colossal barriers that have long been in the way are 
one after another removing. Confucianism is melting away like the 
snow before an eastern sun. Gray hairs are scattered here and there 
all over Mohammedanism. *'Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin,'' is written 
upon the walls of Popery ; and the ploughshare of war has already 
been driven through many lands of darkness and horrid cruelty, and 
the seed of the gospel has been sown in its furrows. The gates of the 
heathen world are now well nigh all thrown open to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The voice of salvation by the cross already echoes from Cairo 
to Latakiyeh, and from Calcutta to Hong Kong. Caravans freighted 
with Bibles are travelling over the hills of Zion, and across the top of 
Calvary. The Alps have already seen the shackles breaking, and the 
darkness retiring from the papal world. The mountains of Thibet and 
the plains of China are in the direct course of the chariot of salvation. 
More than thirteen hundred thousand professed Christians, in heathen 
lands, already acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Redeemer, and these 
are but the vanguard of the millions of the Lord's sacramental host, 
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iat are coming forward to put the crown of their salvation upon his 

ead. And in this land of Christianity the demand is made : "Be 

rise now, therefore, ye kings : be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

jerve the Lord with fear.** " Kiss the Son." The movement is be- 

;un to enthrone Jesus Christ as King, nor can it stop, nor will it down, 

ill his name shall he written high above every name, not in this land 

nly, baft in every land beneath the sun, when m^n shall be blessed in 

im, and all nations shall call him blessed. 

Second. For the accomplishment of our work in our generation- day, 

'ur great strength lies in the omnipotent grace of Christ. We cannot 

•e too sensiWe of our own weakness. Our wisdom is but folly, and our 

trength only weakness ; of ourselves we can do nothing. Nor, on the 

ther hand, can we be too conscious of the immeasurable resources that 

re pledged for our help, Jesus Christ, the fullness of the Godhead 

>odily, is our refuge and our strength. Through Christ strengthening 

IS, we can do all things. The poet's invocation is to him, who is 

ested w.ch all power in heaven and in earth. 

** Como thou, and added to thy many crowns 
Knceive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy. It was thine 
3^3" ancient coventmt, ere Nature's birth, 
And thou hast made it thine by purchase since 
And overpaid its value with thy blood. 
Thy saints proclaim thee King ; and in their hearts 
Thy title is engraven with a pun 
Dijjped in the fountain of eternal love." 



THE PRESENT DUTY OF OOVEIANTEES. 

DouLTLESS efforts will be made this fa] I, in some cases, probably they 
have been made, to induce our members to depart from our long estab- 
lished possitioTi^of dissent from the government, and by the use of the 
ballot, identify themselves with it. The pressure brought to bear dur- 
ing the four last presidential campaig^ns was such as to subject to a very 
severe trial their adherence to the principles and practices of their pro- 
fession. The manner in which it was resisted showed how warm was 
their attachment, and how firm their conviction, that in the end the 
cause they espoused and to maintain which consistently they were wil- 
ling to deny themselves a citizen's right, would triumph. The pres- 
sure this fall will be no less. If, as now appears probable, and, indeed 
in some respects, desirable, the Republican candidate for governor in 
Pennsylvania, justly obnoxious to honest citizens of both parties, be 
defeated in the October election, the excitement during the month that 
precedes the second Tuesday of November, will be unparalleled in the 
history of the nation. No effort will be left untried to induce voters 
to go to the polls. Threats, promises, ridicule, abuse, misrepresentation, 
will be employed, each as occasion serves, to accomplish the purpose. 
Let Covenanters be on their guard, and show by steadfastly adhering to 
their principles that their attachment to them is no weaker than four ». 
or eight years ago, and their confidence that their position, long mair- 
tained, will be vindicated, and their cause, intelligently embraced, will 
ultimately triumph, is as strong now as then. K pTe%\<i^T\\X^ <5rv.-^^;'?s5l^ 
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affords a most excellent opportunity for us to show our sincerity, tie 
reality and meaning of our profession, our determination to " contend 
earnestly for the faith,'* and to contend for it consistently. Let the 
present canvass be so regarded. 

No sufficient reason can be given why now we should depart from 
our former course. Surely this is not the time to abandon our posi- 
tion. To Covenanters there is no necessity to prove that the great 
principles of our church are worth contending for. That man must 
have a strange idea of an oath, who engaged in the act of covenanting, 
and yet attaches but little value to the truths expressed in the bond 
or the practices enjoined by it. He must have a strange idea of 
church connection, who retains membership in it, and yet attaches but 
little or no importance to its distinctive principles, and is indifferent 
to their triumph. In the light of recent, events it is not necessary to 
argue that ours is the consistent and effective way of disseminating 
truths and accomplishing reforms. By standing aloof and refusing 
under any circumstances or for any merely temporary success to be- 
come partakers with the nation in its sin by identification with it 
through the ballot, we exerted during the days of the anti-slavery ex- 
citement an influence, out of all proportion beyond our numerical 
strength. Many, who before sneered or affected to sneer at our " con- 
sistency," are now willing to acknowledge it was the secret of our 
power. Why then not continue thus to maintain our position? 
Surely there is nothing in the times or circumstances that warrants 
us to contend for principles which hj our profession and oath, we say, 
are of greatest importance, in any way different from that in which in 
the past we have been so successful. 

The same necessity that first required the church to take her pres- 
ent position still exists. The radical evil against which our testimony 
has always been borne, the infidelity of the nation, remains unchang- 
ed. The question of human rights has made, it is true, great progress. 
Slavery, an excrescence, has been, at great cost, removed. Slaves 
have been converted into human beings and these into citizens. But 
then the question of God's rights has not made progress. The infidel- 
ity of the nation, the origin of all its evils, is left as it wasi Instead 
of remaining inactive as years ago, the infidel element has become 
aggressive, and now demands, logically too, that all the institutions of 
the land be permeated with the spirit of the constitution and the last 
vestige of Christianity be removed. By its bold aggressions and im- 
pudent claims it is helping to bring on the conflict which the great 
majority of the professed friends of religion, alas ! were too cowardly 
to commence, and from which even now many ef them shrink. Indeed 
the fact, that Christians around us are beginning to acknowledge the 
importance of the truths for which almost alone we have so long con- 
tended, and are preparing to defend them, is a testimony to the efficiency 
of our position and a call to continue and maintain it. It is simply 
a repetition of the history of the anti-slavery struggle. Surely there 
is nothing in this to indicate we should abandon our principles or 
change our mode of contending for them for any other, especially for 
one^ the first step of which is practically an approval of the evil we 
hope to remove. And yet tliia la ^x^^iad^ v^liat the use of the elec- 
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ve franchise by any of our members means. It is a complete abandon- 
leitt of our position, a practical admission that our past course was a 
listake, and that as our church has no distinctive mission, the sooner it 

merged into another the better. Who is willing at such a cost to 
irchase a temporary success? For any good, to perform an action 
> full of meaning ? If a man's opinion has undergone a change, and 
e believes his previous sacrifice was not required, and that he should 
Jtively engage in politics, and avail himself of all his rights as a citi- 
m, his course is plain. Let him leave the church, and unite with one 
I which he will be at liberty to follow his new convictions of duty. 
•at so long as he retains his membership with us, he professes belief in 
ir position and promises to walk in conformity with our practice, 
'o retain his membership and yet use the elective franchise, is to be 
uilty of a most glaring inconsistency, to practically renounce the 
ery principles which theoretically he maintains. The result is certain. 
\o permanent good will be gained, and unless, when attempted, ses- 
ions act promptly and faithfully, great harm will be done to the church 
nd the cause. The lessons of history should not be forgotten. 

Moreover, seldom has there been so little even seeming necessity for 
18 to change our practice as now. In the days of the anti-slavery ex- 
titement, when the issues were clearly defined and the candidates 
)ie(]ged, there seemed to be a call on us to confirm by the ballot, what 
10 long we had contended for as a church. In the dark days of the 
rebellion, when it was feared the Democratic party would be successful, 
ind a compromise with the South or the result be efi'ected, it seemed 
reasonable that the first abolitionists, the original friends of the negro, 
should by their vote oppose this new and most dangerous form of 
slavery's aggression. The pressure was very great and the arguments 
i!<ed were very plausible. Now no such a seeming necessity exists, 
ind no such plausible arguments can be presented. There is posi- 
tively nothing to induce thoughtful citizens to take part at the coming 
Section with either party, while there is much to induce them to stand 
iloof from both. 

Both are exceedingly corrupt. Between them there is very little to 
choose. The persons most interested in the result are politicians who 
lave done no little to bring politics into such disrepute. The election 
3ven of a good man would, as matters now exist, be of but little prac- 
ical advantage. A reformation is needed. Nothing but a radical 
change will bring it about. 

Neither platform is the embodiment of any great principles. The 
)ne adopted at Cincinnati and subsequently at Baltimore was simply 
ntended to catch votes, and can be made to mean almost anything. 
The sixteenth resolution adopted by the Philadelphia convention, the 
oaeaning of which as understood by himself and by the platform com- 
caittce, has been given in a letter lately published from Mr. Herman 
Raster, the delegate who drafted it, is exceedingly objectionable. It 
could not be much more so. 

Much that is said about the candidates for the President's office is 
^It'Ubiless untrue, and all is to be taken cumgrano salts, still enough is 
^Qown to warrant the assertion that neither poaaeaat\i^^^xv§\?\\^^^ 
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ifications for rulers, " able men, such as fear God, men of truth, 

3: 



ting covetousness 

In regard to results, it matters little which party wins. Both accept 
the situation. No serious attempt, certainly no successful attempt, will 
ever likely be made to unsettle the issues which the war has settled. 

Looking at the present political campaign in what aspect we may, 
there is not even a seeming necessity for Covenanters to go to the polls. 
Not a few thoughtful citizens, disgusted with the state of affairs, and 
almost despairing of a remedy, will refuse to exercise their rights of 
citizenship, leaving to politicians and the crowd to decide the election. 
How absurd for any of our members, at such a time, to compromise their 
consistency ! 

Perhaps there is no occasion for the above remarks. The neces- 
sity for maintaining our position of dissent may be so firmly impressed 
upon the minds of our members that there is no danger of their even 
once acting contrary to it. Still there is no harm in being forewarned, 
and perhaps there are some few so situated that a word of warning 
will greatly aid them in resisting the pressure. 

Possibly, however, there are some undecided how to act or what 
to do. For such especially this article is intended, and to them we 
would say, in conclusion : Be ever ready to show that your sympathies 
are with the right. But occupy no doubtful petition. Keep no mis- 
taken silence. To every appeal to use the elective franchise, kindlj 
but decidedly, and so decidedly that it will not likely be repeated, 
say, "wo." 



ECCLESIASTICAL. 



OfiGA^NIZATION OF THE OOilGfiEGATION OP BAENET. 

AcooRDiNG to the order of New York Presbytery, a commission was 
formed at Barnet, Vt., on the 9th day of July, consistiDg of ministerial meffl' 
bers, A. Stevenson, D. D., J. C. K. Milligan and J. B. Williams; asdisted by 
ruling elders, Josiah Divoll and Aurelius Morse. 

The object of the commissia^S. was to organize a new congregation composeo 
of petitioners who appeared at the last meeting of Presbytefry. The wliol^ 
business terminated amicably and successFully. The united congregatioa ot 
Kyegate and Barnet had, with singular unanimity, sat down together lor tbe | 
last time, in their present relations, on the Sabbath previous at the Lord's 
table. They were, hereafter to occupy different fields of labor in the Master's 
service; yet a cord of Christian love and sympathy still binds them together, 
as they separately go forth under the same banner, with renewed zeal for 
the Master's cause. 

The new congregation commences its career with, seventy-three members, 
three eiders and three deacon;:?, and with sufficient ability to sustain the ordi- 
nances of the gospel. 

Rev. J. M. Beattie stilly retains the charge of the Ryegate branch of the 
congregation. He has labored efficiently for twenty-eight years in a field quite 
extensive. It will not be forgotten that it is owing largely to his activity an^, 
minister ial usefulness that two congregations can now be safely made outot 
one. In the opinion of many, both congregations will thrive better under the 
present arrangement, which will ultimately prove more satisfactory on all 
hands, by securing twice the amoMtit. 0^ ^i^^ci\i\\i\j^. 
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It should be mentioned, to the credit of the people, that although the com- 
aission met in a hurrying time, and after the service of a communion, the 
gathering was large and interesting. We were also cheered by the presence 
f Rev. N. R. Johnston, and Rev. Boyd McCullough, from the west. 

The location of this new congregation of Barnet is in the midst of scenery 
f rare attractiveness. Not far from the church is a beautiful lake, hemmed in 
ty hills, whose sides are fringed with maple, larch, spruce and cedar. Good 
arms slope back on all sides towards the top of various eminences, framed in 
brests of deep- colored foliage. Here, amidst almost mountain fastnesses, the 
tandard of Reform has been unfurled by Scotch Covenanters and their de- 
cendants, who never mean to surrender. We rejoice with thanksgiviog, that 
he time has come when new church organizations can be established harmoni- 
ously where they are needed. Under the favor and blessing of Grod this one, 
yhich has begun so auspiciously, may expect to prosper. This blessing will 
each all Christian workers everywhere. J. B. Williams, 

Clerk of Com, 

EEPOfiT OP TREASITREfi OF EOOHESTER PRESBYTEEY. 
Jas. Campbell^ Treasurer^ in account with Rochester Presbytery. 

1871. DR. 

ay 2. Balance as per last report $102 85 

*' 24. From Kamsey congregation, per Rer. R. Shields, 15 75 

ane 3. From Ramsey congregation, per Rev. R. Shields, 10 00 

^. 3. Syracuse, per Mr. Park, 1100 

1872. 

May 1. Buffalo Church Fund, 95 13 

** 29. York congregation, per Rev. S. Bowden, 20 75 

** 29. Ramsey congregation, per Rev. R. Shields, 22 00 

$277 48 
1871. 'CR. 

May 1. Order to Rev. R. Shields, $ 76 00 

^ct. 16. Rev. M. Wilkin, paid to Rev. S. R. Galbraith, 10 00 

June 3. Order to Rev. R. Shields, 75 00 

1872 

^lay 1. Cash in Treasury, .....> 117 48 

$277 48 

Since the date of the above report the Treasury has been overdrawn. 

S. Bowden, Clerk. 



CHURCH NEWS. 



Dr. Cunningham, long a missionary among the Jews in London, 
for many years connected with the R. P. Church of Scotland, died, 
April 22d, at his home in London. ' ^ 

Rev. N. R. Johnston, having been elected Principal of the Blairs* 
ville (Pa.) Academy, has resigned his professorship in Geneva College, 
^Qd has entered upon his new field of labor. 

Mr. Henry Martin, of Cincinnati, has given $350 for the educa- 
f^on of a native ministry in Syria, under the supervision of the Mission 
la Latakijeh. 
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The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was dispensed in Latakiyeh on - ,^ 
the last Sabbath in April. Forty-six communicants were at the table. I,. 
The particulars will be given in our next issue. I ,. 

Bey. T. M. Elder has declined the call from First Boston coDgre-|(c: 
gation. Mr. Thompson has accepted the call from Elkhorn congrega- 
tion, and will be ordained and installed at the next meeting of Illinois 
Presbytery. I ;□ 

Dr. Mbthent and family, with Miss Crawford, expect to return |^^ 
to this country on a visit to friends, and for the purpose of recmiting 
health. Mrs. Galbraith and babe will come with them. The veeeeil^ 

on which they sail is due in New York on the 22d of September. 1^ 

He 
Mr. George accepted the appointment of Synod to the Presidency 

of Northwood College, and already has entered upon the duties of his 

new position. The college term commenced on Tuesday, September 

10th. Any information desired can be bad by addressing Mr. George, 

at Northwood, Logan county, Ohio. |" 

The congregations of Monongahela, Clarksburg and Oil City, the two 
latter with entire unanimity, attended to covenant renovation, in con- 
nection with the observance of the sacrament of the Supper, which in 
the first and second was dispensed on the third Sabbath of May, and 
in Oil City on the fourth. 

The Session of the Theological Seminary has commenced. On a^ 
count of the indisposition of Dr. Sloane, no opening lecture was deliv- 
ered. Five new students were enrolled. Nine of the old ones were 
on hand, three more arer- expected ; making a total of seventeen — as 
large a number as has beenim attendance at any one time. The friends 
of the Seminary have every Steason to be encouraged. 

The congregation of MabohelAr and Parnassus attended to the renewal of 
the covenant on Saturday, May ^5th. As the day was pleasant and the roads 
good, almost the entire membership was able to attend. A number of strangers 
were present, and manifested by the attention they paid, great interest in rhe 
proceedings. The deepest solemnity prevailed when, with uplifted hands, the 
congregation took the oath. But two or three of the members were unable 
to see their way clear to go forward. The occasion was one of great interest, 
and will long be remembered by those who witnessed it. 

This congregation, as the statistical report will show, is enjoying, under the 
efficient pastorate of brother Johnston, a season of great prosperity. The in- 
crease in membership has been very large, and the contributions very liberal. 
The new church in Parnassus is a model of neatness, and reflects great credit 
on the spirited friends of the cause there. J. W. S. 

There are several congregations that have not as yet covenanted, but 
which expect to do so before long. As there are, doubtless, some mem- 
bers of the church who have been prevented from engaging in this sol- 
emn work with their brethren, yet who would gladly do so did an oc- 
casion offer, pastors or members of sessions would confer a favor on 
such by letting us know the time when the covenant will be taken, im- 
mediately after it has been appointed. We shall publish the date in 
our first issue afterwards. 
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We record, with feelings of deep sorrow, the death of Rev. J. M. 
McDonald, D. D. The sad event was expected. For sorae time past 
his health had been failing. A few months ago, feeling incapacitated to 
discharge his duties, he was compelled to resign the pastorate of Sharon 
3ongregation. The correspondence which took place at the time, in 
which is given an expression of the affection of the pastor for his peo- 
ple, and of the confidence of the people in their pastor, was published 
in our September issue. Since then he continued to grow worse until 
his death, which took place at his home on Monday, September 9th, 
9J A. M. It so happened that the day immediately preceding was the 
3ommunion Sabbath of the congregation. The knowledge that their 
former pastor was dying only a short distance away added great so- 
lemnity to the exercises, and when Mr. Coulter, who dispensed the sa- 
crament, delivered the message of the dying minister to the congrega- 
tion, which he still regarded as his, none who witnessed it, will soon 
forget the scene. A suitable obituary notice will, doubtless, be pre- 
pared for publication. 

This makes the third death in our ministry within the past year, a 
greater mortality than for many years before, in the same space of time. 

On account of the many chanpres in the report of the Board of 
Education, which made it very difficult for the compositor to decide 
what should and what should not be inserted, the appointment of Mr. 
George to the Presidency- of Geneva College was omitted in the pub- 
lished minutes. In the hurry connected with our endeavor to issue 
at the earliest date possible, we overlooked the omission when read- 
ing proof. This we much regret. Mr. George was appointed with 
great unanimity. The general imprersion among the members of 
Synod, after the standing vote had been taken, was, that never, 
at any previous period in its history, had Northwood College com- 
manded to the same extent the confidence of the entire church, or 
had its prospects been so encouraging. In our last issue, the clerk 
of Synod supplied the omission. The prominence now given to the 
college will, perhaps, more than compensate for any disadvantage re- 
sulting from the delay in the publication of the appointment. 

The annual collection for the current expense fund of the Theological Sem- 
inary is appointed by Synod for the first Sabbath in October, The amount 
needed to be raised by congregational collection for this purpose, is $3,500. 
Prompt and generous giving is called for, and the appeal is made on behalf of 
this important institution of the church in full confidence that the means for 
supporting it will be readily furnished. We ask that pastors and sessions 
bring the matter before the people, and give them, at least, an opportunity of 
contributing for the furtherance of this part of the Master's work. 

S. O. Wylib, CKn. 
D. McAllister, Secy. 

The Central Board of Missions earnestly desires to establish the mission in 
the South, during this fall. There is means enough on band to warrant a 
commencement. What is wanted now is a suitable person to be at the head 
0* the mission. The Board lays this matter before the ministry and licen- 
^^*teB, hoping that by its next meeting, October 20th, some one of them will 
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present himself for this wbrk, who will command the approval and support of 
the church. Applications are to be addressed to I). B. Willson, 

Allegheny, Pa. 

The Committee for Pittsburgh, Lakes and Ohio Presbyteries to secure the 
raising of $20,000 for the Seminary building, appointed by the Synod of 1871, 
heldameetin'5 in Seminary Hall, Allegheny, July 31st. Arrangements were 
made i'or obtaining at once from those congregations not as yet canvassed, 
subscriptions to the fund, and the prompt payment of all moneys already 
subscribed. Every congregation in the three Presbyteries will be visited by a 
member of the committee, or some duly authorized person, within the next three 
or four months. As the building to be erecfced is to be a "memorial build- 
ing/' and there is no other special appeal now to the church's liberality, 
it is hoped that the efforts to raise a sufficient sum for the purpose will be 
successful. J. W. Sproull, ^S^c. 

At a late meeting of the Central Board of Missions, Mr. Wm. Wills 
offered his resignation as secretary, which position he has held ever 
since its organization. At a previous meeting the same request had 
been made, but the Board being so well satisfied with the manner in 
which the duties of the ofiice had been performed, and reluctant to part 
"with so valuable a secretary, by a unanimous vote declined to grant it. 
Since then Mr. Wills continued to act in his former position. 
The labor, however, was too great. To carry on the extensive corres- 
pondence of the Board, and to perform the other duties which as Treas- 
urer of Synod's Trustees, &c., &c., devolved upon him, required more 
time than he had at his disposal, and so at the last meeting he per- 
emptorily resigned. 3Phe resignation was accepted, and resolutions 
expressive of the high esteem in which the Board held his services 
were unanimously adopted. Rev. D. B. Willson, Allegheny, Pa., was 
appointed secretary in his place. 
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Rev. Ren wick Zacciieas Willson died at his residence in the city of 
New York, June 4tb^ 1872, in the 59th year of his age. He was the third 
and youngest son of the late Rev. James R. Willson, D. D., a name still held 
in grateful remembrance by the church. 

Mr. Willson was early dedicated to the service of God, in the work of the 
ministiy. With this in view, his education was begun and carried forward 
by his godly father. Before he had completed the prescribed course of study, 
he became the subject of sore affliction. He had disease of the eyes, which 
continued for years, and so severe that for months at a time he had to remaia 
in a dark room, without any occupation whatever. This trial interrupted his 
progress in study, and in some measure influenced the character and life of 
the future man. It may be that in his loneliness, in communing with himself, 
he acquired that deep thoughtfulness which so characterized his after life- 
AVhen this affliction was removed, he, after much mental conflict, arising froin 
a sense of his unworthiness, resumed his preparations for the work of the min- 
istry. He completed the full course of theological study in our Seminary *^ 
Allegheny City, Pa., his father being at the time senior professor, and was^^J 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery, iu the ai^tiu^ of 1842, licensed to preach theever- 
lastiog gospel. 
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After supplying in our vacant congregations for some time, he accepted a 
5all from East Craftsbury, a congregation in the bounds of the New York Pres- 
bytery, and was ordained, and duly installed its pastor. Here he labored for 
I number of years, with great diligence and acceptance,' securing the respect 
md confidence of every family in the community. Bat as the congregation 
.hen was small, and the climate in winter severe, he felt an inclination to labor 
Lu the West. There was at the time much need of ministerial help in its fast 
increasing population. He demitted his charge in Craftsbury, and with his 
family, moved into the bounds of the Illinois Presbytery. By this change his 
expectations were not realized, and afier some time he returned to the East. 
Here he was needed. There were at the time few licentiates or unsettled min- 
isters, and there were many weak vacant congregations crying for the dispen- 
sation of the ordinances. In supplying these societies with preaching for 
years, he endured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and neither the 
greatness of his work, nor its beneficial results, will ever be fully known on 
earth. 

When the number of our ministerial laborers had increased, he took charge 
of the New York City mission, organized by the New York Presbytery. Here 
he labored diligently and affectionately among the lowly and neglected, 
among that class chiefly, of whom it may be said, " no man careth for their 
soul." The years spent in this mission were the happiest, and it may be, the 
most useful of his mmisterial life. He loved his work ; he gained a rea y 
access to the poor and perishing, and his soul was filled with compassion for 
them. The whole man seemed changed by the character of his flrork. His 
preaching, which formerly had been characterized as intellectual, argumenta- 
tive, and logical, becaiue sympathetic, illustrative, exhortatory and earnest. At 
appealed to the conscience, and^jrought its arguments and illustrations both 
from the Bible and the conflict of daily life. He saw so much of the misery 
and ruin entailed by drinking customs that his soul was filled with compassion 
for the poor victi ns, and with holy indignation against the indifference of 
professiag Christians to this monstrous evil. He wi.s exceedingly earnest in the 
cause of temperance. His fellow- laborers will sorely miss him, and those 
^hom he was instrumental in rescuing from the power of drunkenness mourn 
for him. 

He was a man o? prayer. Towards the close of his •ministry, his prayers, 
whether in social or public worship, manifested a rich Christian experience, 
great knowledge of the spiritual conflict, acquaintance with the soul's need, 
and the fulness laid up in Jesus for its supply. Some prayers, offered in con- 
nection with our covenanting last year, will be long remembered by many who 
joined in them. He was a man of singular integrity. His mental characteristic/ 
Was great accuracy. His moral, great truthfulness. He seemed incapable of 
coloring or exaggerating a statement. A friend who dearly loved him, speal:- 
ing of this element of his character, said, *' He is so deplorably honest that he 
can hardly do himself justice." He gained, in a remarkable degree, the con- 
fidence, both of the people, of Grod and the men of the world. In the courts of 
the church he was a useful member. He was a good presbyter, and a wise 
counsellor. Being well read in the history, and understanding well the gov- 
^^timent and order of the church, his judgment had weight with his brethren, 
^^^ by them he was highly esteemed. For eight 3 ears in succession he was 
fnnually elected Clerk of Synod, and he held this oflice at the time of his last 
^^^Hess. 

Bis sickness was lingering. About the first of February he was seized with 
Pneumonia, resulting in typhoid fever, which brought him very low. He 
^^Covered partially during the latter part of March and the month of A^ril^ 
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80 that both he and his friends were hopeful of entire restoration to health. 
He had expectations of being able to attend Synod. In this he was disap- 
pointed. While Synod was in session he was called to come up higher. The 
conflict of a good man has ceased, his labors are ended^ and he has entered 
into rest. But the fruits of his labors and his prayers have not died with 
him ; they remain a precious legacy, both to the church and to his family. 
He leaves a widow and three children to mouru their great loss, while the recol- 
lection of his godly example and moral worth is a constant source of strength, 
and a fountain of consolation. ^^ Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right : for the end of that man is peace." Com. 

Died, in Latakiyeh, Syria, July 10th, 1872, of diphtheria, Elltb G Meth- 
ENY, second daughter of Pr. David and Emma G. Metheny, aged six years 
and two days. 

Lively and active in annore than ordinary degree she had imbibed a pecu- 
liar dread (even for a child,) of death, but when it came its terrors had all 
been removed. Two days before Ijer death she saM to her mother, " Mamma, 
does papa think I'll die ? " " He does not know, dear," she answered, " but 
many children die of your disease. Do you want to die, my child? " ''Yes." 
*' Why ?" " I want to go to heaven." " Who will you see there ? " "Jesus." 
When asked how she felt, she invariably answered, even within half ao hour 
of her death, *' I feel better," and better she is forevermore. Though dying 
in a convulsion, a smile rested on her features, as though she had been granted 
a foretaste of the coming bliss. May God comfort the bereaved parents with 
the comfort that he alone can give. 
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^' EEPORTS OF SYNOD'S TREASUEERS. 

(Continued from page 288.) 

Wm. Browrij Treasurer, in account with Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

1871. FOREIGN MISSION. Cb. 

May 23. To foreign postage'.^ • $ 60 

June 7. For passage of Mrs. Rev. K. J. Doddsand family from 

New York to Pittsburglf, and hotel bills 123 3j 

July 14. Paid Rev. Samuel Renwick Galbraith, for outfit to 

Syria, , 150 00 

Aug. 26. Paid for Foreign postage, 5 00 

" 29. Paid for following bills of sterling exchange, in favor 

of Rev. Joseph Beattie, £100 sterling; in favor of 
David Metheny, M. D., for £100 ; in favor of Miss 
Rebecca Crawford, £40, which pays above mission- 
aries in full their salaries from Ist October next to 
1st April next, 1872. Bill of exchange in favor of 
Doctor Metheny for mission expense, £150 ........ 2,130 20 

'' " Paid Mrs. Letitia M. Dodds in full for £117 ; lelt by 

her with our missionaries for mission expense, 646 42 

Sept. 9. Paid Miss Mary Ellen Dodds, missionary elect, for 

outfit, 100 00 

" 14. For passage of Rev. S. R. Galbraith and wife, and 

Miss Mary E. Dodds, from Philadelphia to New 

York, and thence to Alexandria via Liverpool, 513 00 

" 23. Miss M. E. Dodds, balance of her outfit to Syria,,.... 60 00 

Oct, 27, Cash paid to order o^ ^\sa ^^\i^^^^^T%w^w^ va. tu.vor 



Reports cf Synod's Treasurers. 317 

of her sister, Sallie Crawford, (on account salary, 
advance,) ', $28 00 

For one bill of exchange in favor Rev. S. R. Galbraith 
for his salary from 1st October next to 1st April, 
£100. Also paid for similar bill in favor of Miss 
Mary E. Dodds in full her salary to 1st April, 1872, 
being 6 months for £40, 767 03 

Paid Rev. S. R. Galbraith, as balance of his outfit to 

Syria, 250 00 

Cash paid to Rev. S. 0. Wylie, to purchase books for 

missionaries 50 00 

Cash paid on order from David Gregg, to Dr. 

Metbeny, for salary, ; 44 00 

Cash paid to Mrs. S. M.Brown of Newburgh, on 
Rev. J. Beattie's order for ^alary, 101 57 

Cash paid to Rev. S. 0. Wylie, being amount of col- 
lection of farewell meeting at Pittsburgh, having 
been credited on 30th October to their account by 
mistake, it being for the missionaries, 83 74 

Cash paid Rev. S. 0. Wylie, being amount paid by 
him as expense of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith, 
aud Mrs. Dodds, unissionaries, 59 09 

Cash paid Rev. S. 0. Wylie, for issuing circular!, 3 50. 

Paid foreign postage on exchange, 27 

Cash deposited in the Philadelphia Savings Fuod to 
credit of Joseph Beattie Dodds, by order of his 
mother, 10 00 

Cash paid for their bill of exchange, mailed to Doctor 
Metheny for £75, 395 00 

Cash paid for £100, in favor of D. Metheny, M. D., ' 
mailed to him this day, 531 07 

Cash paid for bill of exchange in favor of Dr. Me- 
theny, M. D., for£l53.15.9d. st'g., which pays his 
future half year's salary of £120, less S44, pre- 
viously paid, and also includes £41. I7.9d. as travel- 
ling expenses of Rev. S. R. Galbraith and wife, 
and Miss Mary E. Dodds, on their way to Lataki- 
yeh, all included in above bill, paid for above £41. 
17.9dbill, 225 35 

2d bill same as above, in favor of Rev, Jos. Beattie 
for £l02.2.5d. having deducted *101.57,from £120, 
his half year's salary. 

3d bill same as above, in favor of Rev. S. R. Gal- 
braith, for his half year's salary, for £100 stg. 

4th bill same as above, in favor ot Miss Rebecca 
Crawford, for £40 stg. 

5th bill same as above, in fator of Miss Mary E. . 
Dodds, for £40 stg. 

The above bills pay the salaries of all our mission- 
aries from 1st April next to 1st October ^next, 
all mailed this day to Dr. Metheny, ", 2,116 06 

Cash paid bill of exchange for £18.11.7d, stg., on 
London, in favor of Mrs. Emma Metheny, being 
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contributed by the Sabbath School of Pittsburgh, 

to be usedat her discretion for mission, $ 100 00 

Feb. 22. Cash paid for one bond of City of Philadelphia 6 per 

cent, loan, clear of all taxes, for $300; paid for 
with the donation of James Thomson, Sr. ; received 
12th inst. of $250, and $50 of a former donation of 
his, which I had invested in U. S. 5 20, 6 per 
cent, loan, sold this day to make up the above 
amount; this makes now §500 total of said Mr. 
Thomson's donations for which I now hold in trust 
for Synod, City of Philadelphia bonds, one for $200, 
and one ff r S300, total S500 304 50 

Mar. 30. Cash paid Wm. A. Crawford on Miss Bebecca Craw- 
ford's order on me for $100, having paid $28 to 
her sister Sal He for her use on 27 th of October 
]ast, making in aJl $100, paid in advance on her 

future salary, 72 00 

*•' " Amount, balance in treasury as reported to Synod, to 

meet at York, New York, on 29th May next, 5,728 59 

— '■ 814,588 34 

1872. THE D0DD8 FUtW, 

S^pt. 9. Special donation made to Mrs. Dodds of $300, from the 
^ Allegheny congregation, and $62 from White Lake con- 

^ gregation $ 362 00 

'* 12. To cash paid for expenses connected with appointing guar- 
dian for children of Mrs. Dodds I 00 

Nov. 27. To cash deposited in the Philadelphia Savings Bank to 
the credit of Joseph Beat tie Dodds, one of above minor 

g cnildren, by order of his mother 10 00 

Dec. 21. To cash for farm of land for the family of Kev. R. J. 

Dodds, deceased 25 acres, by order of Board, 3 500 00 

May 13. Amount balance in Treasury as reported to Synod to 

meet at York> New York, on the 29th day of May, 1872.. 1,958 42 

$5,831 42 

1871. LITERARY FUND. Cr. 

Miy IQ' To cash paid for freijrht on Testimonies, $ 1 50 

June 9. Cash paid Rev. R. Z. Willson, for services as Clerk 

of Synod, 50 00 

Aug. 22. Cash paid for printing pastoral letter of committee 

of Synod, ; 89 50 

Nov. 9, Cash paid for trunk to keep records of Synod in, 2 25 

Deo. 23. Cash paid for freight on Testimonies, 1 90 

1872. 

Feb. 20. Cash paid freight on Testimonies, 1 00 

Amount balance in treasury, 28 40 

§174 ?5 



1871. SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS' FUND. CR- 

Nov. 8. To cash at different times for outfit for Miss Gibson, Sll 34 

Amount balance in treasury, 1 20 

$12 54 
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y. T. Miller y Treasurer, in account with Reformed Pre&hyterian Church. 

church extension fund. 

871. Cr. 
6. To paid Wait Wright Treasurer, appropriation to Rush- 

sylvania cong $300 00 

30. " paid Robt. Henry, appropriation to Clarksburg cong. 700 OU 

\ 14. " " Jos. Manners, appropriation to Walnut City cong. 300 00 

9. " " Rev. Robt. Reid, appropriation to Sunbury cong. 600 00 

David Boyd, Hreamirer, in account with Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

71 BOARD OF EDUCATION. Cr. 

le 21. Tuition for beneficiaries $ 60 00 

" Repairs of college building 25 00 

7 31. Rev. H. H. George, for 'travelling expenses, <fec 7 40 

" P. H. Wylie, " ''' 2 00 

" Printing Appeal, &o 4 00 

t. 8. Receipt and order books 4 00 

27. S. Williams, account support 20 00 

3. Wei by Williains, by order of New Concord Female Miss. 

Society $12 00 

" Wei by Williams, by order of Sec'y., acct. support.. 8 00 

20 00 

" Jno. Wildee, account support, 20 00 

" Tuition for beneficiaries 113 00 

14. For repairs of college building, 17 00 

" Advertising, i 22 18 

, 21. Beneficiaries 100 00 

" Squire Williams, account support..,.. 3^00 

" Welby Williams, " " ■■00 

" Juo. Wildee, " " ^00 

72. 

►. 8. Advertising 8 00 

r. 20. Welby Williams, by order of New Concord Miss. Society, 

for support 20 00 

" J. Gamble, travelling expenses 9 80 

" H.H.George, " " 7 20 

r. 8. Tuition for beneficiaries 104 00 

*' Welby Williams, account support 15 00 

" John Wildee, " " 35 Op 

" Repairs and labor on Seminary building 75 00 

*' Topsham collection, lost by mail 10 47 

" Account against estate of Jas. Brown, uncollected.., 80 93 

y 24. Welby Williams, by order of New Concord Female Miss. 

Society, account support 20 00 

Total , §904 98 

25. Balance in hands of Treasurer ,. 321 76 

$1,226 74 
To this must be added the account against estate of Jas. 

Brown, deceased $80 93 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT TO BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

la addition to the funds which have passed regalarlj through the hands of 
the Treasurer, there have been received by — 

Kev. Wm. Milroy, and expended for repairs of college 

buildings, from members of 1st Miami $ 113 75 

*• " " 2d " 198 00 

*' " « Rushsjlvania 5 00 

$ 316 65 

Eeceived by Faculty as tuition from others than ben- 
eficiaries, 

Fall term, 1871 140 15 

" " Winter " 1871-2 168 20 

" " Spring " 1872 96 00 

404 35 

Received by D. W. Boxley, as beneficiary, from Bobt 

Taylor, during the last scholastic year 150 00 

Received by Or. M. Elliot, as beneficiary, same year, 

from Ladies' Association, Pittsburgh 106 00 

250 00 

»971 10 

S. Carlisle, Treasurer, in account wifh the Reformed Preshyterian Church. 

MCKINNET FUND. 

To Miss McKinney at different dates % 201 00 

Balance due treasurer 2 19 



J. Wiggins, Treasurer, in account with Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

H^ SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS' FUND. 

To \^ Wills, Treasurer, at different dates $3,220 58 

T. Sproull, Trustee f^fik'flcdomt with Reformed Presbyterian Synod. 

WRIGHT DONATION. 

Apr. 17. Balance in Treasury per last report ft 35 55 

Received for rent at different dates 165 00 

" 19. Cash first payment on the property 1,500 00 

$1,700 55 
Cash paid D. Gregg, Treasurer of Seminary fund at 

different dates 154 63 

Paid P. Hefferman for commission, money orders, and 

taxes at different dates 156 97 

" 9. Paid Wm. Wills, Treasurer of Board of Trustees 1,387 95 

" *' Cash for ackuowledging deed 100 

$1,700 55 

The above closes my Trustee account. I have sold the property in St 
Paul for 83,100. Of the first payment of Sl,500, there remained, after deduct- 
ing the expenses, $1,387.95, which I have paid to Wm. Wills, JJreasurer of 
the Board of Trustees. The remaining sum of $1,600 is to he paid, one-half 
in one year, and the other half in two years, with interest at 8 per cent, pef 
annum, secured by mortgage. The notes for this sum I have endorsed to 
Wm, \YiUaf and assigned the mortgage to the Board of Trustees. 

^laiQ^. ^«^Q\ii*L^ Trustee. 



T n EI o L o a-ir : 

We have now the largest assortment of Theological Books in this 
country, and are constantly receiving from Aaetion and Libraries, 
and by importing, large additions. We intend to make our Establisll- 
ment more and more valuable in rich and rare books, old and new. 

We take special pains to collect rare works of the old Scottish and 
English divines. 

We are down-town agents for Presbyterian Board Of Pabllcatlon, 
have the books of the \i. S. Union, Martlen, Carters, Randolph, and 

£l\[ the new and good books. Stationery of all kinds. 

. TIBBALS & SO, 



RECEIPTS FOR DOMEbTIC MISSION. 

June 17. Cash from bequest of Jas. Gray, 2d Miami cong., per 

D.Gregg, $150 00 

it a ti from Mrs. Marshall, Southfield, Mich., per D. 

Gregg, 10 00 

July 18. ** from Mrs. Mary Frazier, Perth, Canada, per 

Tho?. SprouU, t u.... 1 12 

$161 12 
Daniel Euwer, Trecis. 



CHURCH EXTENSION FUND. 

June 14. D. C. Faris, licentiate, per D. S. Faris, $ 10 00 

<* " Bethel cong., Sparta, per " *' 100 

July 3. Third N. Y. Cong., per A. McNeill, 181 00 

" 12. Mrs. Mary Frazer, per Dr. SprouU, 2 

<• 20. Estate of Saml. McCoy, per E. S. Bell and J. R. Mc- 
Coy, 

Sept 4. Mrs. J. Allsworth, per Rev. T. A. SprouU, « 

Walter T. Miller, 
iOJEfst 22d St, New Fork 





FOREIGN MISSION 

July 4, Wm. McNaughton, f!^lff. 5 00 

«« •* A class of liitle girls in Sab. School, 8d cong., Phila., 2 60 

*' ** A friend of Missions, per R. H. Kirkpatrick, 4 CO 

(I (( T^o gold coupons, being int. on bequest of Mrs. Jane 

Kirkpatrick, per R. H. Kirkpatrick, 6 00 

Premium on above, 88 

(The above through Wm. Brown, late Treasurer.) 

'* 12. Margaret Bates, Coultersville,. ....; 6 00 

** 24. A member of Bethesda cong., per T. M. Faris, 30 00 

** •* Ladies' Missionary Society, Rochester, for support of 

Syrian girls, per R. D. SprouU, 60 00 

Aug, 8. Elizabeth. W. Hutchinson, for female school, 2 00 

E. S. Bell and J. R. McCoy, executors, bequest of 

Saml. McCoy, dec'd., per Wm. Brown, late Treas., 60 00 
2, Ladies' Missionary Society, First cong., Fhila., per 

Miss Jennie McKnight, 87 00 

Sept. 3. A friend of the MissicS, per Rev. T. A. SprouU, 2 00 

Walter T. Miller, 
•^ 40 West 2-2d 67., New York. 
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\J|I AVe have just received word of the death of Rev. J. Middlcton, on 
the 14th of Se|itember. 

Wg arc oblii^r-d to defer till next issue, geveral original articles , book 
notices, obituaries, mission letters, &c, 

Kkv. K. Siiiklds is agent for the Magazine in Canada 






Philadeumia Presbytery meets on last Monday of October, 1872, 
in 2d church, Philadelphia, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Back num1x>riii have been sent in all cases to subscribers who have re- 
qucr^ted them. We can still supply a few more. 

In the last crodit to Lake Eliza Congregation of Memorial Fund, live 
dollars should have been credited to Robert McKnight, and flvo to K, 
M. C. Thompson, instciid of t-'in. 

Tllix»»is PRKSJiYTEUY mc'ls Oil Wodnosdttv, October 9, at 2 P. "M., in 
Oakdale, 111., to attend, besides its ordinary business, to the ordination of 
Mr. D. Cr. Thorn ps(m. J. McCkackek, Clerk. 

Persons in cities who change their places of residence, should notify us 
at (»ncc. The only notidcation generally we receive, is a post offic'e dis- 
continuance, ibllow^ed shortly alter by a complaint from the subscriber 
tlj:»t for some time past the Magazine has not come to hand. In cities 
\s here the numbers are not regulai ly received, the fault is seldom with us. 

The first .Sabbath in October is thedfty appointed for the collection for 
the Thi'oloLjical Seminary. An appeal hn& been I'orwardod us for publi- 
xrttiun, which ^^ill fct.' found under Church News. 

Hills will bo senc to all subacriinTs; who havo not paid uji in full 
anuary, 187o. If any mi;?takf has been made it will bo reotiliod as 
sot-n as ni»tice is givcii. M:bscribfrs will pi(•;l^o forward j»romntly 
auio'int duo. 

JB^^A.s we intend »^H^> insert in our regular i^ue a liy leaf, similar 
ti> the one in?erte»l lastBHtuary, we shall be obliged to correspondents, 
in ( ase any changes hamU;en made since, or any omissions in the notices 
at the tim'e, if thev let us know at once. 
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TIE ISEFFIOIENOT OF THE PEEAOHTNGOF THE GOSPEL. WHY? 

Br REV. JAMKS WALLACE. 

It is a very important and practical question, and one not sufficiently 
■ihought on at the present time : Why is the preaching of the gospel so 
/inefficacious at the present time for the conversion of sinners, and for. 
[the spiritual comfort and edification of believers ? Why are there so 
added to the church from without, and why so little spiritual en- 
ent within ? Why are the life and power of true godliness in the 

urch 80 feeble and indistinct? Why are all the ordinances of divine 
ilppointment so ineflfectual for the ends for which they were appointed? 
; JiTever were there more zeal and activity in the extension of the gos- 
pel, and labors for the conversion of sinners. Never were the facilities 
|or enlarging the church so many ; and never was there so much 
^oney contributed by Christians for religious purposes. All the 
diurches are alive with earnest efforts and increasing liberality for pro- 
moting, at home and abroad, the Christian religion. The church has 
many advantages and facilities which she never had before. All the 
iuventidns and improvements of the age tend to facilitate the success 
of Christians in their work. There is no external hindrance in the way, 
Mid the fields are everywhere white unto the harvest. Travelling is 
easy, cheap and speedy, money is plenty, Bibles and good books are at 
the call of every one. In one word, all the means and instrumentali- 
ties and facilities for the conversion of sinners at home and abroad, and 
?br the revival of religion in the church, are had in the greatest abun- 
dance, and are being employed with unwonted earnestness and power. 
NTow, why does all this vast expenditure of means and effort accom- 
E^Iish so little ? 

Moreover, there is no hindrance in the way on the part of God. 
the blood of Jesus Christ is as efficacious for the pardon of sin and 
or the sanctification of believers, as on the day it was shed. The 
Iromises of God's gracious presence and power to the church are the 
«m6 she had in the times of the right hand of the Most High. The 
ireachingof the gospel is as well suited now to persuade men to be- 
come reconciled unto God as on the day of Pentecost, when three 
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thousand sinners were converted bj one sermon of Peter. Ministers 
are as well educated and learned now as in former times. Many of 
the sermons now preached are as scriptural, and as well arranged and 
delivered as were those sermons in times past, that were the means of 
adding hundreds to the church. 

And yet, notwithstanding all this, it is a rare thing in most con- 
gregations to see an adult person coming from the world, giving evidence 
of a change of heart, and fully professing his faith in Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour. But it is not a very strange thing to see persons who 
havo been born and baptized in the church leaving her fellowship and 
going to the world. There are more baptized members that leave the 
church and go to the world, than there are of the world that come into 
the church. The church, instead of being enlarged from the world^is 
baptizing and educating many of her own children for the world. The 
ordinances of divine appointment are not efficacious for retaining all 
the children of the church within her own pale. The church, instead 
of making inroads upon the world, is losing by the world constantly 
D aking inroads upon her. If our church is extending her boundaries 
and forming new congregations, these congregations are chiefly made np 
of those who have been born and brought up in her midst. Old con- 
gregations furnish new congregations with members. If the territory 
the church is enlarged, there is little increase, except by birch, to 
her members. 

The inefficacy of the preaching of the gospel in imparting gpiritaal 
comfort and strength to the souls of true Christians in the church, is also 
one of tl|e marked features of these times. Many do not hear the 
voice of the Beloved in his word. The best Christians feel that thier 
souls are not fed, while they attend regularly upon the gospel table. 
The ordinances of divine grace are dry breasts. The golden 
pipes do not empty the golden oil out of themselves. Christians gen- 
erally attend upon the preaching of the gospel rather from a sense of 
duty or habit than with the expectation of hearing what God the Lord 
will speak. The divinely-appointed and time-honored services of the 
holy Sabbath are becoming a weariness to most Christians, and there is a 
prevailing disposition everywhere to shorten these services to a few 
minutes, because of the little enjoyment that is had in them, and that 
the Sabbath may be spent either in idleness or worldly amusements. 
Many go to preaching merely to relieve the monotony of the Sabbath, 
and to enjoy a little recreation, and they wish to remain in God's house 
only so long as will serve these ends. How few and feeble are the 
evidences of God's gracious presence in his own house ! The Beloved 
has withdrawn himself and is gone, and the inquiry of every Christian 
should be : Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ? 

There is no more certain evidence of the low state of religion in the 
church than indifference to the inefficacy of divine ordinances. This 
indifference is both the consequence and evidence of the departure of the 
Holy Spirit from a people. AH well-exercised Christians at such a time 
feel sorrowful and afflicted. All the Old Testament prophets mourned 
because so few sinners were converted by their ministry. For this 
reason Jeremiah is called the weeping prophet. Because so few of the 
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nhabitants of Jerusalem were converted by the ministry of Jesus 
Dhrist, he wept over that city. So all the holy apostles and martyrs 
ind reformers in all past ages. And ministers who have been the 
Host successful in winning souls to Christ have usually grieved more 
than others because they were not more successful. And if there is a 
minister in our church who does not mourn in secret places because so 
few come to Zion*s solemn feasts, he manifests a destitution of the spirit 
of the great preacher of righteousness, and of all his faithful servants, 
and he had better resign his pulpit in favor of a Christian minister. 

Now, the question is : Why does not the Holy Spirit make the ordi- 
nance of preaching the gospel, which is the principal means for the 
conversion of sinners, and the comfort and edification of believers, 
effectual for the ends of its divine institution, according to the promi- 
ses of God's word and according to the examples of former and better 
times ? It will not do to refer to God's sovereignty for an answer to 
this question, as many do, and then rest. God has decreed this state 
of things, and, therefore, we must not interfere with the decrees 
of the Almighty. Rather in this as in all his temporal afflic- 
tions, the prayer of the Christian should be : Show me wherefore thou 
eontendest with me. And God expressly condemns the Jews for refer- 
ing the cause of their trouble to him, instead of searching for it in 
their own sins. "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it can- 
not save \ neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear : but your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear.** Is. 59 : 1, 2. 

As the Christian under God's chastening hand will, upon prayerful 
examination, find many sins sufficient to justify God in his afflictions, 
so the church, mourning under the hiding of his face from her in his 
ordinances of grace, and earnestly searching for the causes of his dis- 
pleasure, will find many sins to provoke him to anger; and the great 
difficulty will be in determining which one of these many sins is the 
special cause why the Holy Spirit has not been given in his promised 
and wonted power. In order to arrive at a certain and definite con- 
clusion, there should besought a connection between the withholding of 
the influences of the Holy Spirit and the sin that has produced it. 
The Lord is known by the judgment that he executeth. The old 
writers were wont to say the sin is written upon the punishment. Some 
sin, therefore, that specially grieves and dishonors the Holy Spirit in 
his work of converting sinners, and comforting and sanctifying be- 
lievers, may be presumed to exist. Such sin or sins may be found in 
the ministry, in the people, or in both. Pious ministers will be 
inclined first to suspect themselves. Let us look at this question in a 
more concrete form. For the illustration of the subject, take Mr. A. 
and Mr. B. as types of two different classes of preachers and two kinds 
of preaching. 

Mr. A. is a fine scholar and a popular speaker. His presence is 
commanding and his manners are dignified and courteous. His voice 
is pleasant and powerful, and he can modulate it to suit every thought. 
He has not any very definite ideas about the conversion of sinners, but 
he thinks that preaching the gospel is a good things and bi^ \\k%^ xk:^^ 
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work. He hopes to do good in general without any special object in 
view. Preaching is an honorable profession, and he is determined to 
excel in his profession. He is not a mercenary man, he is honest and 
honorable, and he intends to ms^e his mark in the church and in the 
world. He is studious and energetic, and successful in whatever he 
undertakes. He promises to become a very useful and popular minis- 
ter of the gospel. !* 

Mr. A. selects for his text, 1 John 4 : 10, ^'Herein is love, not that m 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins." His theme is the supreme and marvellous love of God 
in giving his beloved Son Jesus Christ to suffer and die for the sins of 
man. He makes his skeleton and writes out his sermon and commits 
it to memory, or, if he does not write and commit it, he arranges it all 
in his mind, and he knows every word he will speak before he enters the 
pulpit. And now he prepares himself for delivering the sermon. He 
exercises himself from time to time in adapting the modulations of his 
voice and his gesticulations to the several parts of the subject, until he 
becomes a perfect master of the performance. He intends, to teach 
the people the true doctrines of the gospel, and to present these doc- 
trines in an interesting and impressive manner. His object is to in- 
struct and please the congregation by a fair and full exhibition of the 
truth, and he feels himself quite competent to the occasion. While he 
prays for God's blessing upon his labors, as every Christian does, he 
does not expect any special or marked operations of the Holy Spirit to 
accompany the preaching of his sermon, as they are not necessary to 
his purpose. He preaches his sermon and the congregation is highly 
entertained, and at times many of them can hardly repress their ap- 
plause. And now the congregation, and specially the young people, can 
scarcely wait till the congregation is dismissed to express their high ad- 
miration of Mr. A., and how much they have been pleased with his 
sermon. ^* Mr. A. is a splendid preacher," " That was a fine sermon." 
" It was a very superior performance.'* " His manner is so easy and 
graceful.'* " His voice is strong and pleasant, and he can modulate it 
to suit every word and syllable." '*If we only had Mr. A. for our min- 
ister we would soon have a full house. How the people would flock to 
hear him!" ''How were you pleased. Miss M. ?" "0, 1 was delighted! 
His voice is so pleasant, and he speaks so loud." ''Why they could 
hear him all the way to the depot." " I haven't heard so good a 
preacher for a long time." "0 but did you see Miss D's. fine new bon- i 
net?" "That's the latest fashion ; I wonder how much it cost." *'I i 
don't think it is any nicer than Miss N's., and she gave only seventeen 
dollars and a half for hers, trimmings arid all." *' () yes, Miss 
D's. is far prettier ; I saw Mr, A. looking at Miss D's., and he didn't 
seem to notice Miss N'a." "Perhaps it was Miss D. herself that he 
was looking at." "0 no! he's married!" "Is he ! pshaw; I have 
heard as good preachers as A." 

Mr. B. is a plain, humble, unassuming man. There is nothing in 
his person or manner or voice to excite attention. He feels that he ia 
nothing, and he expects all things from God. He selects the same 
text on which Mr. A. has preached, and his skeleton is nearly the same 
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and he preaches substantially the same doctrines. Mr. B. does not 
undervalue or neglect the graces of fine oratory and elegant diction. 
He is a good judge of these things, but he does not depend on them for 
success in his work. His object is the conversion of sinners and the 
comfort and edification of believers, and he knows that the finest oratory 
and the loudest speaking have no more power to accomplish these ends, 
than the wind has to gather together, arrange and give life and motion 
to dry bones. A pleasant voice and the most commanding eloquence 
have no more efficiency here than a pleasaat gale of wind has to give 
life to a dead corpse or health to a sick and dying man. But the Holy 
Spirit the spirit of life and power from God — is promised and given for 
imparting spiritual life to dead souls, and strength and joy to feeble 
and diseased hearts, and the voice of man speaking gospel truths is the 
instrument which God has appointed for performing these wondeHul 
works. His chief object, therefore, is to secure the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in preaching the truth, so that his almighty power may 
work effectual his sermon upon the hearts of the people. His main 
difficulty is in preparing his own heart, so that he may speak from the 
heart to the hearts of the coagregation. He labors to have his heart 
brought into harmony with the operations of the Spirit and with the 
truth which he preaches. He desires to feel himself the same power 
which he desires to impart to others. He tries to tune his heart, so to 
speak, which he finds to be out of repair, that it may convey the 
proper sound of God's word to the hearts of tne people. Realizing the 
solemn responsibility of standing in Christ's name and beseeching aio- 
nera to become reconciled unto God, and contemplating the awful re- 
sults of the sermon he is about to preach, in the everlasting life in 
heaven, or the everlasting death in hell of immortal souls, he feels him- 
felf oppressed, and like Livingston on the memorable Monday at the 
Kirk of Shotts, he would fondly escape from the work of the day. But 
he has no choice ; forward he must go. And now having nothing to de- 
pend on but God's gracious promises, he takes fast hold of it, and 
Jacob-like he wrestles with the Angel, till he hears a still small voice 
saying, Fear not, for I am with thee. Relieved and encouraged, he en- 
ters the pulpit. The congregation not having seen him before look 
upon him with indifference, and cast a sympathizing glance upon each * 
other, saying. We must bear with him as well as we can. 

In his prayer before sermon he manifests deep humility and self- 
abasement, singular nearness to God, and great freedom and enlarge- 
ment in pleading for grace" to help in this time of need ; and then the 
audience is better composed and prepared to hear. As he proceeds 
to speak of the infinite and wonderful love of Jehovah in providing and 
giving his well-beloved Son Jesus Christ to suffer and die for our guilty 
and lost world, the attention of the people is awakened and fixed upon 
him. And while speaking of the amazing sufferings and death of Jesus 
Christ, the loving Saviour, upon the cross, the hearts of the people are 
melted, and tears are seen in many eyes unused to'weep. The cwss of 
the dying Jesus appears to them to be awfully grand, and fit to draw 
all men unto him. There is no attempt at eloquence — no effort to 
please, and the doctrines preached are familiar and have been heard 
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many times before, but there is a strange and mysterious power in 
words. One of the lowest chords in this great harp of heaven has been 
stretched down to earth, and having received a feeble touch, its life-in- 
spiring tones have reached the hearts of the people. The minds of the 
congregation are awakened to eternal things. The cross of Jesus 
Christ, the judgment of the great day, heaven and hell seem to be near, 
and to be solemn and awful realities. God's presence is manifest ia 
that place. ^^That is the house of God. That is the gate of heaven. 
IIow dreadful is that place." 

When the congregation is dismissed there are no criticisms made upon 
the preacher or his sermon. His manner, his voice and gesticulations 
are felt to be too small, too trifling, to excite a thought or to call forth 
a remark. The people feel that they want to be alone, that they may 
ponder over the things they have heard. But as they retire from the 
place one and another may be heard saying, We have heard strange 
things to-day. 

THE LOED*S PEATEE-INQUIEIES. 

Messrs. Editors : — The subject of prayer is so intimately connected with 
every Christian, and everything that is Christian, that it cannot be too well 
understood. And in public as well as in private the subject of the following 
queries has assumed such proportions lately, as to merit attention, and I hope 
that some one better acquainted with the subject will give such answers as 
will shed light on the matter. 

1st Where is there any reference to Christ in the Lord's prayer ? 2d. 
If there be no reference to him in it, why do' Christians use the phrase, " for 
Christ's sake,'' when there is no such phrase in the inspired form ? 

Although this subject has its intrinsic value at all times, the relation which 
the second petition and the conclusion of the Lord's prayer sustains to the 
reformation of nations, and the coming of Christ's kingdom, makes the form 
of prayer a present truth, and a class of the Socinian school are making their 
own use of the ignorance or the discrepancies of those who oppose them. 

Your correspondent cannot see why the preface to the Lord's prayer, the 
second petition, and the conclusion, do not all refer to the same person; who 
is the "child born," the * 'Everlasting Father," Isaiah 9:6. "To whom all power 
in heaven and earth is given," Matthew 28 : 18. " Who is to receive the 
glory," Kev. 5 : 13. 

As many whose opinions are worthy of all respect take a different view 
of the matter, we would be glad, through your valuable magazine, to receive 
such information as may lead to a more thorough knowledge of that power- 
prayer, so vital to godliness, which has been said to move the hand that 
moves the universe. T. M. H. 

To the first of the above inquiries we would answer : That the re- 
ference to Christ in the Lord's prayer is found in the fifth petition, 
" Forgive us our debts,*' or, as in Luke, " Forgive us our sins." The 
forgiveness of sin is obtained only through Christ, and for his sake. 
This is clearly taught in both the Old Testament and the New. In 
the former this is expressed in the formula : " For thy name's sake," 
Psalms 25: 11; 79:9. The name of Christ is, ** The Lord our 
righteousness," Jer. 23 : 16. In the New Testament Christ teaches 
U8 to pr&y in his name. John 14 : 13 ; 15 : 16. 
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That God can forgive sin is a truth revealed in the holy Scriptures. 
Neither the hght nor law of nature, nor the covenant of works, either 
in its conditions or sanctions, gave the slightest intimation that sin 
could be forgiven. So far from this, their declaration to the sinner's 
judgment and consciousness is that there is nothing before him but 
**a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.** This poin', 
Owen on the 130th Psalm establishes beyand the possibility of refuta- 
tion. The petition, "Forgive us our sins," implies the knowle<lge 
that sin can be forgiven, and consequently the knowledge of the way 
in which it can be forgiven — for Christ's sake, through the merits of his 
righteousness. 

Our correspondent seems to think that a consistent exegesis of the 
Lord's prayer requires us to understand Christ to be the "our Father" 
addressed in the preface, on the ground that the " kingdom" in the 
second petition belongs to him, and that to him are ascribed " the 
kingdom and the power and the glory*' in the conclusion. The. infer- 
ence' seems necessary that he is addressed in the preface. On this 
point we submit the following considerations. 

It is a settled canon in th,eology that the works of the Trinity to 
wards creatures are indivisible. Creation, Providence and Redemp- 
tion are works ascribed to each person of the Godhead, and to 
the triune God. The acquisition by the Lord as mediator of A kingdom 
did not give him the exclusive right to it. It is still the kingdom of 
God which the Father promises to give to his people. Luke 12 : 32. 
And after the prayer is answered, and the kingdom has come, it will 
still be the " kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. Rev. 11 : 15. 
It is, moreover, expressly called in Scripture the Father's kingdom. 
Matt. 13 : 43, " The righteous shall shine in the kingdom of their 
Father." 26 : 29, " I drink it new in my Father's kingdom." Besides 
strictly speaking, it is not any one of the persons of the triune God that is 
addressed as our Father. God reconciled to us in Christ is not simply 
the Father, the first person in the Godhead, but the one God subsist- 
ing in three persons. 1 Cor. 8:6, " To us there is but one God the 
Father, of whom are all things, and we in him." Eph. 4:6, " One 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all." To tkis one God belong "the kingdom and the power and .the 
glory." . He is the hearer and answerer of prayer. ^ 

It is clear that the title, "the Everlasting Father," in Isaiah 9 : 6, 
belongs to the child born, the Mediator. But the inference from this 
that he is the "our Father" of the Lord's prayer is barely possible. 
To make it certain, it must be aho^n that to him alone the title of 
Father belongs. This of course cannot be done. There are satisfac- 
tory reasons why Christ is called the Father of his people. They are 
his seed. Isaiah 53:10, "He shall see his seed." 59:21, " My 
Spirit that is upon thee, and my word, which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart ouC of the mouth of thy seed." The child born is 
called the Everlasting Father, because from eternity he was appointed 
to*quicken, by the Spirit given to him, those whom he represented in the 
everlasting covenant, and thus make them new creatures. As Adam 
was taken into the covenant of works as the natural head and source 
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of natural life to his posterity, so Christ is a party in the covenant 
of grace as the spiritual head, and source of spiritual life to all his seed. 
1 Cor. 15 : 45, " The first Adam was made a living soul the last 
Adam a quickening spirit." John 5 : 21, "The Son quickeneth 
whom he will.*' Let us remember what we are taught in the Shorter 
Catechism, that the preface to the Lord's prayer "teaches us to draw 
near to God with holy reverence and confidence as children to a father** 
— as those who by a gracious act of adoption are made members of 
his family, and have a right to the privileges of children. T. 8. 



HUMAN EQUALITY. 

BY RBV. SAMUEL STERRKTT.* . 

Psalm 22 : 8. **The rich and poor meet together : the Lord is the maker of them 
all.'' 

Bt the rich and the poor, the wise man doubtless includes all ranks 
and degrees of men, and by meeting together, he evidently means that 
they meet on common or equal ground. That, however unequal they 
may be in many of the distinctions of life, yet in the great and impor- 
tant matters, they are placed upon the same level. They meet togeth^, |j 
for the Lord is the maker of them all. 

I. We will illustrate the sentiment contained in the text. 
II. Attempt an improvement of the sentiment of the text. 

I. Illustrate the sentiment contained in the text. 

1. They meet together in the sameness of their origin, for all art. 
equally the descendants of the same human pair; see Acts 17:26, 
**And hath made of one blood all nations of men," &c. How foolish 
and how contemptible are the pride of antiquity and superiority of 
descent, and silly the terms noble and ignoble blood. 

2. In the construction and modification of their persons. As all have 
one origin, so likewise all possess the same common nature. There 
may be considerable diversities in stature, color and feature, but all 
are essentially alike. Anatomists cannot discover the least diflference 
in the construction of human beings, of whatever country or color— 
the same union of body and soul, the same faculties, &c. 

3. In the possession of the same inalienable rights. If they have a com- 
mon origin, have the same mental and physical constitution, are brought 
into being for the same great purpose, then their inherent, inalienable 
rights must be the same. Rights grow out of their constitution and 
their relations to God and to one another. These are the rights to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

4. In the same calamitous consequences of the fall. By one man's 
disobedience all men are made sinners. All are involved in the same 
depravity, guilt and condemnation. See Bomans 5 : 12, to the end. 
The rich and the poor meet together. 

5. In the gracious invitations of the gospel. These are not confined 

* Extract of a sermon preached at Cedarville, Ohio, Oct. 23d, 1872, the Sabhath 
immediately before his decease. 
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o the few, ^. e. to the rich, the powerful or the great, but are extended 
o all. Prov. 8 : 4. "Unto you, men, I call ; and my voice is to the 
ions of man" — unto the bondman as well as to the freeman, to the poor 
18 well as to the rich. "God is no respecter of persons." 

6. In the field of mutual dependence and usefulness. No created 
3eing is or can be independent ; not only do all men depend on God, 
but they are also so closely allied to each other that none can say to 
his fellow, I have no need of thee. The rich depend upon the poor for 
their labors, and the poor upon the rich for a portion of their abun- 
dance. God hath united the whole human family in the bond of mu- 
tual dependence. 

7. In the infirmities and miseries to which humanity is liable. No 
station in society is exempt from disease in body and mind. Man that is 
born of woman, whether rich or poor, is born to trouble. Disappoint- 
ment and sorrow are ingredients which are mixed in the cup of all 
men, from the monarch on the throne, to the peasant in the humble cot- 
tage; in every station there are children born to adversity. 

8. They meet within the precincts of the dark and silent tomb. All 
are subject and exposed to the same harbingers and agonies of death. 
The effects of death, putrefaction and worms, are the same upon all. 
The grave is the house appointed for all living, and there is no dis- 
charge in that war of mortality. 

9. Around the judgment throne of Christ. Judgment is as certain as 
death, and as certain to all. Every mah's bonds shall be loosened in 
the morning of the resurrection. All shall hear the trumpet's loud 
and solemn blast. All shall stand to hear their sentence and receive 
tbeir doom; 

II. An improvement of the sentiment contained in the text. 

1. Each one should labor to fill up his station to the glory of God 
and the good of mankind. Let the poor cultivate a spirit of content- 
ment. 1 Tim. 6:6," But godliness with contentment is great gain. *' 
Learn in whatsoever situation of life we are, therewith to be content. 
Besides, poverty has been sanctified by the life of Jesus Christ, who, 
though he was rich, yet for our sake, he became poor. Let the rich be 
fruitful in good works, and so employ their possessions that they may 
give an account of their stewardship with joy and not with grief. 

2. Let each respect each other's rights, and by miUbually bearing each 
other's burdens so fulfil the law of Christ. The great trouble is to have 
inen respect each other's rights and render to all their dues. 

< *■ Let each his friendly aid afford, 
And feel his brother's care, &c." 

8.' Let all remember that death will level all the distinctions of time 
and bring all to the same low state at last. 

4. May all be solicitous to meet together in the heavenly home. 
"Amen." 
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ZAHLEH-ITS PBESENT SELIGIOUS OONDITIOIT. 

Many of oar readers will remember that oar missionaries ia Syria were 
driyen by a mob from Zableh, the place where they first proposed to locate 
the mission. In the fall of 1857 Dr. Dodds removed to that place, and made 
arrangements to commence his work. The natives, influenced by their priests, 
opposed the mission, and in April, the following year, forced them to leave the 
place. We publish below part of a letter written by Dr. Jessup, Presbyte- 
rian minister in Beirut, taken from the Foreign Missionary^ that will interest 
our readers. It is evident that the same spirit of hostility to the gospel still 
prevails among the people of Zahleh. There is, however, evidence that the 
power of divine truth is beginning to be felt. 

We would like to know whether Moosa Ata, whose death and burial oc- 
casioned such a disturbance, was converted by means of seed sown by brother 
Dodds during his short stay in Zahleh. 

Letter or Bey. H. H. Jessup, D. D., April 24th. 

In the evening we had an English sermon from Dr. Caralow, of Hel- 
lensboro, Scotland. I retired about midnight, completely exhausted 
by the labors of the day, and w^s just losing myself in sleep when the 
door bell rang, and the telegraph messenger brought me a telegram 
from Miss Wilson, the English teacher in Zahleh, stating that Moosa 
Ata, the oldest Protestant in Zahleh, was dying, and my presence was 
absolutely necessary. No reasons were given and I was seriously per- 
plexed. The Damascus diligence would leave at 4 A. M., and this was 
the only way of getting there unless I rode ten hours on horseback, 
which I was quite too weary to attempt. There was no time to con- 
sult the brethren, and such was the pressure of duties on hand in 
Beirut that it seemed simply impossible for me to leave. At last I 
decided to leave the question to the divine Providence. If there 
proved to be an empty seat in the diligence, I would go ; otherwise, 
not. I went down to the oflSce at half-past three and found a com- 
fortable seat vacant, and took passage for Shtoreh (Ashtoreth), the 
half-way station to Damascus, and thence rode on a colt to Zahleh, 
one hour to the north, across the beautiful plain of the Bukaa, now 
covered with waving fields of wheat and barley. On reaching the 
house of Miss Wilson at noon, I found the town in a state of great 
excitement. Moosa had died one hour before ndy arrival. He was the 
first Protestant in Zahleh, and had been a steadfast evangelical for 
fifteen years. The town numbers 12,000 souls, all Greek and Greek 
Catholic, and its people have been noted in years past for their insub- 
ordination to the government and their blind devotion to their priests. 
Years ago they boasted that the Protestants should never enter Zahleh, 
and twice have they driven out missionaries by their violence. The 
town was sacked and burned by the Druses in 1860, and the great 
church of Mary, the citadel of mariolatry in Lebanon, was destroyed. 



Zahlsh — iU Present Religious Condition. 881 

It is now rebailt, the honses being constracted of stone and sun-dried 
brick. It stands in a narrow valley which runs down on the eastern 
slope of Lebanon to the plain, and is built on both sides of the river, 
the north and south quarters of the city rising abruptly from the river 
and facing each other, the roof of one house often forming the court 
or floor of the house above. The power of the Jesuits and the native 
Catholic and Greek clergy was once supreme, and is now enough to in- 
cite the masses to almost any act of rowdyism, unless restrained by 
force or fear. A month since the young heroes of the town, of the 
various aristocratic families, attacked the governor and threatened to 
kill him. He barely escaped a violent death, and an army was de- 
spatched for his protection. Numerous arrests were made and six of 
the finest young men of the town were sent for six years to the peni- 
tentiary in Acre. This condign punishment had somewhat tamed 
down the fire of the masses, or we might have had serious trouble in 
burying our deceased brother Moosa Ata. Ever since he had become 
a Protestant, the priests had vowed vengeance upon him, and although 
a venerable man, respected by all, and admired for his skill (he was a 
gunsmith, and received a reward from the London Exposition for a 
curiously wrought and inlaid weapon), they resolved that when he died, 
he should be dragged through the streets and be denied a decent burial, 
"/aw a Protestant and die a Protestant.'* — On Sabbath, April 7th, 
he was very ill. The Protestant native helper, Giurgius, went to see 
him and was refused admittance. The Greek Catholic priests had 
gone a dozen strong to the house, fastened the doors, and sent out 
word that Moosa had recanted and returned to the Papal Church. His 
son, Abdallah, who is a Protestant and a lovely young man, told the 
brethren that this was not true. Still, none of the brethren could get 
access to him. At length Miss Wilson sent word to Jebrau Meshaka, 
city judge, and since the riot, acting governor, asking leave to visit 
Moosa, the Protestant. He at once sent the chief of police with two of 
his men to accompany her. Giurgius, the preacher, and several of the 
brethren went witn her. The roof of Moosa's house and all the ad- 
joining houses were covered with thousands of women and children 
and the roughs of the town hootins; and cursing and railing at the 
Protestants. The chief made his way through the mob, and took the 
party with him into the room of the dying man. The room was 
crowded with the black-robed and hooded priests. Said the chief, 
Butru Agha to Giurguis, the Protestant preacher. You may now 
question Moosa as to his faith. Giurgius sat down by his side and 
said distinctly, " My brother, are you still in the faith of the gospel, 
or have you returned to the Papal Church ?" He replied in a clear 
voice, *^ I am a Protestant and die a Protestant." At the request of 
Agha the question was repeated, with the same reply. The Agna then 
ordered the priests to leave at once. " What business have you here 
by the death-bed of a Protestant. Leave him witho«t delay." Moosa 
then asked Giurgius to read and pray with him. When Miss Wilson 
left, the mob outside began to shout and threaten the life of Giurgius. 
^* Bring out the dog and we will kill him ! Break down the door and 
let us shoot him ! &c., &c." Giurgius went to the door and told them, 



832 ZahUh — its Present Religious Condition, 

"I am ready to die, but I will not leave my brother while the breath 
of life is in him. If you kill me, I will die between his feet." The 
Agha then drove back the crowd, but they soon returned, instigated 
by the priests. The Agha stayed with Giurgius all that night and the 
next day until 11 A. M., when Moosa died. For three years the pa- 
pists had been threatening that when Moosa died he should not be 
buried. As no Protestant death had ever occurred in Zahleh they 
gave out word that Protestants have no funeral service, no clergy, no 
honor for the dead, and that no Protestant dog should ever be buried 
in the sacred (?) soil of Zahleh. When he didd they would drag him 
through the streets and throw his corpse in the river. The gathering 
of these thousands on the house-tops meant mischief. As soon as 
Moosa's death was known, his wife and sons, and Abdallah's wife, 
arose and left the house, leaving Abdallah alone with his dead father, 
declaring that as none but the street dog3 would follow a Protestant to 
his grave they would not attend the funeral. The brethren had tele- 
graphed to me, but my coming was uncertain, and they sent for Mr. 
Rattery, a Scotch gentleman living a few miles away, to come and aid 
them. When my arrival was known, a great change came over mat- 
ters, and although I was almost faint from exhaustion through loss of 
. sleep and riding in a burning sirocco, I forgot my weariness in the joy 
of the brethren at my coming. At half-past two I went over to the 
house with Miss Wilson* and instead of finding none but street dogs, 
we found the entire body of Zahleh aristocracy assembled to condole 
with Abdallah and to attend the funeral. All the parties in the late 
riot who had taken up arms against one another were sitting side by 
side. Outside the building the scene beggared description. Thousands 
were surging against the house or on the adjacent roofs, screaming, 
cursing, calling us dogs and wild beasts. One woman cried out, " If 
they bury that dog in the sacred soil of Zahleh, the earth will vomit 
him forth." Another said, " They cut up their dead and burn them!" 
** Let me see !*' " See the heretics !*' " God curse them and their preach- 
ers and their books !" and volleys of similar vituperation and insult,to 
all of which we paid no attention whatever. Butrus Agha, the chief of 
police, charged upon them repeatedly, but they rolled back again like the 
waves of the sea. The clamor outside and the roaring of the sirocco 
wind made it most difficult to speak, but I conducted a short service 
standing in the door between the crowd inside and the mob without. 
When it was ended, thq body was placed in a coffin, wrapped in a 
white cloth, as there was not a woman in the family who would make a 
shroud, and the crowds of young men, seeing the chief dignitaries of the 
town in attendance, vied with one another in carrying the body to the 
chapel on the opposite side of the town. The procession was immense. 
Five of the Protestant young men walked in advance, singing in Ara- 
bic, " My faith looks up to thee," and '' How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds," and their loud clear voices had a palpably soothing effect 
upon the tumultuous throng. On reaching the chapel (Miss Wilson's 
large school room) the crowd was excessive, so that they literally trod 
one upon another. The doors and windows and the fields outside were 
Jammed with* ttie curious multitude, anxious to see what we were going 
to do, I was getting hoarse from «\i^^t ^"SL\v^M%tvon^ but when the 
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Agha had literally cudgelled the crowd into silence^ at the request of 
some of the leading men, though against our solemn protest, it became 
quiet enough to speak and I conducted a funeral service. The sermon 
was brief, but I had to speak with the voice of a sea captain giving 
orders in a hurricane, and yet the people gave good attention, and 
some seemed to be affected by the truth. The singing was good, and 
on leaving the chapel for the cemetery, the young men again sang as 
we pass.ed through the streets, and the interment took place decently 
and in order. 1 walked by Abdallah as he followed his father to the 
grave, and he was sad to think that not one of his family was present. 
I told him that it was just so with Christ in his hour of extremity. 
All his disciples forsook him and fled, and he could sympathize with 
the bereaved and lonely children now. 

In the evening the brethren all called and said that although they 
were all sad at the death of Moosa, their patriarch and chief, yet the 
providence of God had made this day the gladdest and most auspicious 
in the history of the gospel in Zahleh. Opposers had been silenced, 
enemies had heard the truth, the priests had been foiled in their lying 
plots, God's truth had been openly honored, and Protestantism recog- 
nized by the government. Early in the day they had telegraphed to 
Franco Pasha, the Governor of Lebanon, for authority to select a 
cemetery from the government lands in the suburbs. For years they 
had tried to get this concession, but priests and bishops had prevented. 
While we were assembled in the evening, a telegram came from the 
i^asha ordering the judge to set apart a cemetery for the Protestants 
at once and without delay. So the next morning we called at the 
Mejh's with Miss Wilson and several of the brethren. The judge sent 
a high official with us and we selected a high, airy and appropriate 
place, near the cemetery of the other sects, and before 1 o'clock P. 
M. the deed was made out, signed, sealed and recorded, and given to 
the Protestant brethren. I made various calls on the pe )ple, and was 
everywhere courteously received, and in the house of one of the lead- 
ing families, a young woman, whose husband is in the penitentiary, 
asked me to read the Scriptures and offer prayer, in which request the 
whole company joined. 

The effect of my visit to Zahleh, on my own mind, is this : that it 
is a most important centre and should be occupied as our mission have 
previously voted, and that as speedily as possible. It i* surrounded 
by important villages, is easy of access, a good climate, and could be 
manned by two families to-morrow were they on the ground. 

We earnestly hope that the Board will see the way clear to aid us 
in taking this step in advance. On my arrival there I telegraphed 
to Damascus to secure me a place in the diligence back to Beirut. 
. llev. Mr. Crawford engaged a place in the night-coach of Tuesday 
4lght, and I bade the brethren good-bye at sunset and rode down to 
Shtoreh. At 2 A. xVL^tbe Damascus coach came along, and wo started 
for Beirut in a terrific storm of snow, hail and rain, with thunder and 
lightning. The passage over the Height^ of Lebanon was cold enough, 
bat we reached Beirut at 8 A. M., in peace, thankful for the kind care 
of the Lord in preserving us and making this brief visit a means of 
comfort and encouragement to his little ffock in Zk^\i\^\i* 
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Ok Boabd Steamer Oanopus, August '72. 

Rev. S. 0. Wylib, Dear Brother — In sorrow and tears and in 
anguish of spirit, we have parted from dear brother and sister mission- 
aries, and from those our children in Jesus, for whom we have toiled 
and prayed, and turned our faces towards our native land in pursuit of 
health and strength. 

The excitement and anxiety we have been under have prevented our 
writing for a time. God has given us a season of severe trial, along 
with a season of unprecedented success in our mission work. Six 
deaths have occurred in our little community during the past six 
months ; four families whose heads are members of our church have 
each been called on to part with a child. Then our brother Mr. Gal- 
braith, so recently added to our circle, has been removed, as you know, 
from our midst under peculiarly trying circumstances. And lastly, 
Dr. Metheny's little daughter was taken after an illness of only five 
days. Truly we have been passing through deep waters, bat our 
gracious Lord has not suffered them to overwhelm us. He has granted 
the consolations of his Spirit in our hour of need. 

The recent frequent shocks of earthquake too have turned things 
generally upside down. After the first, which happened on the 3d 
of April, and overthrew Antioch and the surrounding country, we 
lived outside in tents for ten days. A storm of wind and rain drove 
us indoors. Two weeks afterwards, on the night of our communion 
Sabbath, about eleven o'clock, another sharp shock occurred. As at 
first, no damage resulted to the town except the alarming of the inhabit* 
ants, who in ten minutes time had all deserted their houses and gone 
outside the city. We followed their example, with the exception of 
Mr. Galbraith, who was ill with fever at the time. A repetition of the 
shock, the second night after, decided him that it was not safe to run 
any more risk ; Dr. Metheny, who had already prepared accommoda- 
tions for the boarding school children, as well as his own family, put 
up a comfortable place for our sick brother, where his health improved 
very much ; the fresh air compensating for other inconveniences. 
Slight shocks continued for about a month, and in about six weeks the 
alarm subsided, and all returned to their home. 

We have had during the winter and spring, seventeen additions to 
our church ; ten were girls from the school. At the approach of our 
spring sacrament, a girl who had been kept back from the former com- 
munion renewed her request for admission to the church ; after due 
examination, she with another were accepted. We had feared that 
Hooaic, the first mentioned, had not a proper appreciation of the re- 
sponsibility of the step she wished to take, not being very brilliant in- 
tellectually but her earnest prayers in her own behalf, that she 
might be kept back from entering into public covenant with God, if 
she had not already accepted him as her God and Saviour, led us to feel 
that although a babe in knowfedge, she should not be kept back from 
the table of the Lord. On the 28th of April, forty-eight communi- 
cantSf seven of them missionaries, gathered round a sacramental table in 
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this benighted land, and enjoyed sweet fellowship with their Lord. 
It was a day of gladness and rejoicing, a day of good cheer to us who 
had been jaboring in this cause. And we know that the church at 
home will Vejoice to know that so many here came out from worse than 
Egyptian darkness, and confessed before men that they are Ghrist*S; 
and that Christ is theirs. 

In the beginning ot June, ten of our Fellahin girls were obliged to 
return home to assist in harvesting. With fear and trembling they went, 
knowing the fact of their having declared themselves Christains, would 
subject them to persecution. We heard from time to time of them and 
from them that every effort was being made to compel them to ac- 
knowledge themselves Ansariyeh again. In the case of some they 
stripped off the Christian dress and made them put on the peculiar 
dress of their people. The girls laughed at this, asking if they sup- 
posed changing their dress could change their hearts. It was said 
that some of them had gone back. Though unfit for the journey; I 
determined to see them once more before starting. The Doctor at first 
would not consent, fearing the effort would bring back the fever from 
which I was just recovering. My desire was so strong, that at length 
he gave in, and I started in company with Mr. Beattie and Dr. Martin 
the Monday before sailing. It is called six hours on horseback, but 
being obliged to rest frequently, we took the day for it, arriving about 
seven in the evening. Some of the girls who had heard of our coming, 
ran down the hill to meet us. One who bad been in school last year 
three months, but refused to return last fall, we met carrying a load 
of wood. Throwing it down she ran forward and threw her arms round 
my neck exclaiming : Oh, my dear mother ! Oh, my dear mother.' Then 
laying her head in my lap burst into tears, saying : Take me back with 
you, Oh take me back. 

After tea and a night's rest we tried to gather the girls together. 
The friends of two refused to allow me to see them. But Mr. Beattie 
sent a messenger after them, and after much persuasion they consented, 
the poiother of one accompanying her because she said she was afraid 
we might, by our sorcery spirit her along with us to Latakiyeh. She 
took good care she should not be alone with me all the time of our 
stay. 

We found they had indeed suffered for their religious sake, but had 
stood firm. Three were allowed to exercise their religion without 
much interuption, but the rest were not allowed to attend Sabbath 
services or even enter the mission ground. If caught reading their 
Testaments they were punished, and their books taken from them. 
Any extra work was reserved for the Sabbath and they compelled to per- 
form it. Two of them had been forbidden even to speak to the rest of 
the girls or to the wife of the teacher in B'hamra. Mare after relating 
her grievances, remarked : Well, whatever they make us do, or pre- 
vent us from doing, they cannot keep us from praying. Our hearts 
were sore for their griefs, but we remembered the woe that was pro- 
nounced by our Saviour on those who offend one of these little ones, 
and we could but commend them to him and to the word of his grace. 
After such conversation and advice as we were able to give, we joined in 
singing the twenty-third Psalm, read the fourteenth. <^\i^'^\>^\ ^\^Oc!l^ 
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and then united in prayer. It remained but to bid farewell, and this 
was as trying as it had been to leave home and dear ones, and come to 
this far off land. Each girl clung to my neck as though sha could not 
let me go. They followed us to the brow of the hill, weepin); and sit- 
ting down watched us until lost to view on the hill beyond. We would 
again ask your prayers for these lambs dwelling among worse than 
ravening wolves. It would be hard for us who have had the advantage 
all our lives of Christian training and Christian influence to retain 
our integrity under such circumstances, and what must it be for these 
little ones who have known the truth such a short time and seen it 
practiced by so few. With Christian greeting to all, I remain 

Yours in Christ, Beccib Crawford. 

Latakiykh, Aug. 17th, 1872. 

Dear Mr. Wylib — I hope before this letter reaches you, you will 
have welcomed our friends to their native land. We have heard noth- 
ing from them since they started except a casual mention of them in a 
letter from Dr. Lansing; who saw them in Egypt. He said they had 
left Alexandria on the 6th ; according to that they have not yet ar- 
rived in England. It will be a sad home-coming to them all, but es- 
pecially to poor Mrs. Galbraith. Beccie will miss her sister very 
much, and the Doctor's people will be saddened by the thought of little 
Ella. How much sorrow we have lived through in a short time here. It 
makes one feel old to think of it. Since our friends left us the son 
of Hasson Darud, one of our church members, died. He was the only 
8on, and it was a great blow to the family. We have been pretty well. 
Mrs. Beattie and Willie have each had slight attacks of fever, but are 
a little better now ; I am getting along nicely living alone. I visit Mr. 
Beattie's frequently, and receive visits from them ; still I miss the rest 
very much. I was made so much one of the family from the very first, 
that no one else can supply their place. I have got enough of conver- 
Kational Arabic now to give directions about what I want done, and to 
carry on limited conversation ; I get more every day, too, for Martha is 
very willing to tell me all she can. Our teacher is away for the vaca- 
tion, but we read with Salim Saleh. He does not understand English 
very well, so that we often get into difficulties in translating. We have 
small congregations at present, but I think after vacation we may ex- 
pect them to be larger. I think if the people at home would see the 
dress in which our hearers come to preaching here they would be as- 
tonished. The generality of them have no stockings, and some have no 
shoes either. From their appearance the inference might easily be 
drawn that water is very scarce. The weather has been beautiful this 
summer. I think from what I learn that it must have been hotter at 
home than it is here. We had a delightful rain on Monday morning, 
the first for thr ee months* I was so glad to see the rain. I had been 
longing so for it, but did not expect to see it so soon. I feel quite 
at home in Syria now, and I think I would be very sorry to leave it. 
There is no news here, indeed this is a poor place for news. With 
much love to Mrs. Wylie, and the rest of the family. 

I remain sincerely your friend. Mart E. Dodds. 
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Latakiyeh, June 5th, 1872. 

My Dear Brother. — The events of the last two months have affor- 
ded but little time for letter writing. About 8 o'clock* on the morn- 
ing of the 3d of April, we were visited by an earthquake, which culmi- 
nated in the destruction of some two-thirds of the town of Antioch, 
with more than a thousand of the inhabitants ; besides destroying a 
nutnber of villages in the valley of the Orontes, towards the sea, with 
considerable numbers of the population ; thus swelling the. amount of 
killed and missing in and around Antioch to a total of fifteen hundred 
lives. Amid the apprehensions of such a state of things, and the un- 
certainty as to what at any moment might transpire, we considered it 
prudent to conform to the usages of the country, and in imitation of 
the panic-stricken inhabitants, to leave our houses and sojourn awhile 
in tents. Indeed we felt under the circumstances it would be presump- 
tion to do otherwise, yet the fatigue and the excitement attending the 
change, in connection with the sacrament, was unusually prostrating. 
Soon after resorting to tent life, the rains came and continuing unusu- 
ally long for this season of the year, compelled the tenters to*" return to 
their houses. Then on the evening of the 28th of April, (Sabbath, the 
day of our communion,) a second shock of earthquake occurred, more 
violent than the first, which emptied the town of its inhabitants a sec- 
ond time and led to the making of some more permanent arrangements 
for continuing the out-door life. The most of the Greeks of the lower 
quarter are encamped in a garden near the mission building grounds, and 
in the absence of any service of their own, or not finding it conveni- 
ent to attend it, they have worshipped with us. The services were 
conducted until last Sabbath in the open air, under the shade of a large 
tree in the mission grounds ; thus affording the largest accommod3.tionSv 
As many as one hundred and forty were present one Sabbath, and some 
of these the richest and most influential in the town. It was interes- 
ting to 803 them there and to think of the causes which had gathered 
them. Those who would scorn to favor us with their presence in ordi- 
nary times were constrained to present themselves under the pressure 
of divine judgment. Truly, earthquakes are among the all things 
working together for good, and if there is anything in the phenomena of 
nature calculated to arrest the attention and lead the most careless to 
reflection, it is an earthquake. The rocking of the earth, the creaking 
of the stones and timber in the building, the jostling and tossing of the 
furniture and windows in an unexpected moment when everything be- 
tokens safety, combine to produce feelings which overwhelm the stout- 
est heart. I learned to my satisfaction, from what recently took place 
here, that while escape from a violent shock of earthquake, under the 
most favorable circumstances, with no other responsibility than the 
thought of personal safety might in some cases prove possible, it would 
in every case with a family prove utterly impossible. 

At one communion we had five of an accession, and among them my 
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daughter Lizzrie, which was peculiarly a cause of joy to us. Forty-six 
persons partook, thirty-eight natives and eight persons from the 
mission families. Three native members were absent, who with 
those that were hindered by sickness would have increased the 
number to fifty-one, had they all been present. The observance of 
the ordinances at this time was not in accordance with our usual cus^ 
tom ; but we felt that it was called for in view of the children returning 
to the mountains to their friends to spend the summer, and perhaps 
never to return again to school. 

The school at B'hamra is also closed. The children have gone to 
work in the harvest. The scheme as carried out last winter was a 
great success. The pupils made marvellous progress in their studies, 
enjoyed the best of health, and that at the least possible expense. Lit- 
tle children who knew not a letter when they began last fall, nearly 
completed the Peep of Day in the course of seven months. 

J. Bbattib. 



Latakitbh, Syria, June 11th, 1872. 

Dear Mr. Wylib. — I have not much that is interesting to write^ 
but a few lines from us may be acceptable to you. Our summer be- 
gan some time ago, and is not so different from our Pennsylvanian 
summer as I had expected to find it'. Our friends here tell us that it 
is very unlike ordinary Syria summers. It is not so warm in day time, 
and much more so at night than usual. To-day we have corn in the 
ear, and some time past have had mulberries and apricots. 

The girls almost all went home to the mountains about the last of 
May. Only five remain, among them the sister-in-law of Yusef and 
his little girl. Nyouf, the sister of Miriam, Yusef s wife, is about four- 
teen years of age, and it is pleasant to see how she watches our LuIq, 
her dead sisters child. The boys are all gone also ; Yusef is doing 
what good he can in the mountains, and his brother's wife complains 
that he will not let them work on the Sabbath. One man in the moun- 
tains has begun a school for little boys and girls, and receives from the 
parents barley, wheat, &c., in payment. This is certainly a step in 
the right direction, and it is very encouraging to see the people willing 
to pay for the education of their children. 

You have heard before this of Mr. Galbraith's sickness and partial 
recovery, I am sorry to tell you that he is again confined to bed.* 
He is to go to Beirut to-morrow, accompanied by Dr. Martin, if he is 
able when the morning comes, and thence to some of the mountain 
villages, for a change of air. We have another invalid in the 
house in the person of Beccie. She has been ill for ten days now, 
with fever, and seems utterly unable to rally. She ^ems worn 
out with hard labor both mental and physical, which together with 
the trouble she has had in the past year has weakened her system 

* This and the preceding letter have been on hand for some time, but on acoooni 
of a press of matter their publication has been deferred till now. 
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^ery much. Mrs. Metheney's health has .been remarkably good 
ince we came here, and the children too, and Mr. Beattie's family 
lave been greatly blessed in that respect. Dr. Metheney's health is 
LOtgood, though he does work unweariedly. Besides his labors as a 
physician, he oversees all the buil(ling that goes on, and when the boys 
.re here he has prayer meeting with them every week, and Sabbath 
ichool on Sabbath. His way of overseeing the building consists in tak- 
ng off his coat, and doing more of the actual manual labor himself 
ihan any three of the workmen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith have not been able to study any Arabic for a 
time. I am still working at and I think making some progress. I 
ind myself able to talk a little and understand more when I hear oth- 
ers talk. Muallem Bashara is such a good teacher that we can hardly 
aelp learning, I very much long to be able to talk to the girls, and I 
hope before a very great while I shall be able to do a little. It is not a 
year yet since I first considered the coming to Syria in the light of a 
probability, and I feel as though I had found my work and my home. 
The friends whom I have made since coming here are already as dear 
to me as though they were my own brothers and sisters. I used to 
fear sometimes that I had made a mistake, but I feel now '^ in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength." Give my love, and that of all our 
family, to Mrs. Wylie and all the family, and accept the same. 

From your friend, Mart B. Dodds. 



The following interesting account of the death and funeral obsequies of Mr. 
Ghfibraith, by Dr. Martin, is extracted from the October number of the Cov^ 
emtnter^ Ireland. From Latakiyeh, under date July 31 st, Dr. Martin writes : 

From the time of Mr. Galbraith's arrival here in December last, he 
complained of pain in the head, sometimes slight, and sometimes 
rather severe, and before he was taken ill with fever he had felt unwell 
occasionally, and had been using a little medicine. It was towards 
the end of April that he was first decidedly attacked with malarial fe- 
ver, and then he had a tedious and severe illness, during which we 
sometimes felt considerable anxiety and alarm. About the middle of 
May we had the happiness of seeing him sit in his chair in the tent — 
he had been removed to a tent after the earthquakes of April 28th, 
when all went into tents — and soon after he walked and rode a little. 
After he had so far progressed towards recovery his convalescence be- 
came sloww. and about the 1st of June he suffered a relapse. We 
were all noir very much disheartened, and our concern increased day 
by day as we failed to observe any improvement, while unfavorable 
symptoms were recurring from time to time. Besides, Mrs. Galbraith 
was becoming exhausted by her watching. It was agreed by us all 
that a change of place was desirable for Mr. Galbraith, and he 
expressed his willingness to be removed to Beirut, which had 
been spoken of as the most accessible place from Latakiyeh, and 
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also because a village in Lebanon could be easily reached from there. 
Accordingly, on the 12th of June, he was taken on board a steamer for 
Beirut, and I accompanied him, expecting to return to Latakiyeh in 
two or three weeks, by which time we hoped he would have so far re- 
covered as not to require any special care, and might be left in the so- 
ciety of missionary friends in Lebanon. You are aware how sadly 
our hopes were disappointed. Soon after Mr. Galbraith went on board 
the steamer his symptoms were in some respects decidedly ameliorated, 
and ho reached Oriental hotel, in Beirut, on the morning of the 13th, 
without any evidence of having suffered anything from the voyage. As 
soon as possible after our arrival in Beirut, Rev. C. Vandyck, M. D., 
D. D., Professor of Medicine in the Beirut Protestant College, was 
called in, and he visited Mr. Galbraith daily until the time of his 
death. Dr. Vandyck was glad that Mr. Galbraith had been removed to 
Beirut, and expressed a hope that we might go by carriage to Baham- 
doon, in Lebanon, after two or three days. Up till the 19th every- 
thing in regard to Mr. Galbraith's case looked favorable, and I sent 
encouraging telegrams to Latakiyeh up till that date. There was occa- 
sionally a little dullness, but no marked evidence of brain-affection had 
appeared. Dr. Vandyck's prescriptions, however, included stimulants 
to anticipate the possible failure of the brain, and consequent sinking. 
On the evening of the 19th, Rev. Dr. Jessup visited Mr. Galbraith, and 
congratulated him on his improvement. Medicine was taken by him 
regularly up till half-past five on the morning of the 20th. At about 
half-past six he sank suddenly into insensibility and coma, probably 
from an effusion in the brain, and consciousness did not return again. 
A short time before he had asked me, not knowing what he said, " Can 
' you give me a passage to Latakiyeh ?" and these were nearly the last 
words he spoke. For about twenty -four hours before his death he lay 
as if in sleep, peaceful and quiet, but for some roughness in his breath- 
ing. A few minutes before eight o'clock on Friday morning, June 
21st, the spirit of our brother passed away from earth, we believe, to 
enter upon the rest and blessed rewards of the true missionary. Dur- 
ing the night of the 20th I was relieved by Rev. Mr. Dodge, who sat 
through that night in the sick room ; and I was assisted in the prepa- 
ration of the body for burial by Rev. Dr. Jessup. From the time of 
our arrival in Beirut the missionaries there showed great kindness and 
attention to Mr. Galbraith and to me. 

The Funeral. — Soon after four o'clock on Friday, a considerable 
number of persons, missionaries and others, were assembled in the 
hotel. Devotional exercises were engaged in, conducted by Rev. Mr. j 
Dodge and Rev. Dr. Jessup, and, at about five o'clock, the coffin was 
laid upon the bier. Before the bier was raised a cawass of the Ameri- 
can Consulate advanced, and spread the American flag upon the coffin. 
Ihe following attended the funeral : — American — Rev. Dr. Jessup, 
Pastor of Arabic Protestant congregation, Beirut; Rev. T)r. Post, 
Professor in Protestant College, and Translator; Rev. C. Vandyck, 
M. D., D. D., Professor in Protestant College, and who continued and 
completed the translation of the Scriptures into Arabic, commenced by 
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Dr. Smith ; Rev. Dr. Bliss, President of Protestant College ; Rev. 
Mr. Dodge, Lecturer in Protestant College ; Rev. Dr. Thompson, 
author of the " The Land and the Book ;" Mr. Porter, Lecturer in 
Protestant College ; Mr. Close and friend, artists from Boston, travel- 
lers in Syria. Scotch — Rev. Mr. Roberston, Pastor of Anglo-Ameri- 
can congregation, Beirut; Mr. Black, merchant, Beirut. English — 
R. W. Brigstocke, M. D. ; Mr. Heald, merchant, Beirut. At the 
grave Rev. D. Jessup read a portion of Scripture, and offered prayer. 
Mr. Galbraith's grave is in the Prussian cemetery, Beirut, two and a- 
half miles from the foot of Lebanon. 

Speaking of Mr. Galbraith from my own knowledge of him, what I 
am able to say may be expressed in few words. My opportunity of 
knowing him was not great,as I had been hardly three months in Syria 
when his first illness came upon him, and while I was with him in Bei- 
rut, except to read in the Scriptures and pray, or to sing at his request 
one or two verses of a pslam, the silence was seldom broken, for quiet 
seemed one of the most essential things in the treatment of his case. 
Mr. Galbraith's age was about 27. He was an impressive man for his 
years. I was always struck with the earnestness of his character, 
which, even on ordinary occasions, had often a solemnity in it. He 
possessed a good judgment and superior scholarship, and till the com- 
mencement of his illness he prosecuted the study of the Arabic lan- 
guage with great industry. During his prolonged affliction he mani- 
fested great patience, and in his last days his gentleness was touching. 
As long as consciousness remained he was remarkably cheerful, and I 
sometimes heard him singing softly even in the night. Those who 
had known him only from visiting him at Beirut seemed to feel that 
they had lost a personal friend, and his death seemed to me one of the 
saddest trials of my life. how jieavy a trial everyone in the mission 
circle at Latakiyeh felt the death of Mr. Galbraith to be ! but espec- 
ially how great an affliction was laid upon Mrs. Galbraith. We have 
reason to bless God for his mercy to her, in strengthening her accord- 
ing to her need. On the morning of the 26th of June, Mrs. Galbraith 
gave birth to a daughter. As my note has informed you, little Ella 
Metheney died on July 10th. She was a lovely and amiable child.- 
Even those of us who saw her only occasionally miss her very much, 
and feel we have sustained a personal loss. She had given comfortable 
evidence of sanctification, and expressed a wish to ^'go to heaven to 
see Jesus." May the Lord comfort those who have been bereaved, and 
strengthen us all in this day of trial, and not us only, but also many far 
away who will share with us in our sorrow. May we who remain here 
as laborers lay to heart and have abundantly sanctified to. us these 
solemn providences, that we may work with all faithfulness while it is 
day, and may the Lord of the harvest hear the prayers of his people, 
and send forth laborers into his harvest. — I am yours in the Gospel. 

James Martin. 
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THE OHTTBOE IIT OANADA. 

Messrs. EiDS. — ^Yoa asked me to give'jou some account of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Ohnrch in Canada. I can tell you very little 
about the maritime provinces. I never was there, and have no ac- 
quaintance with either ministers or people in that region. I believe 
there is a Presbytery there in connection with the Synod in Ireland. 
Except in the city of Montreal, and one or two other places, I do not 
think we have any members in the province of Quebec, and I can tell 
you nothing of Manitobah or the Pacific coast. 

There are Covenanter families here and there in nearly every part of 
Ontario. These scattered families are very likely to remove either to 
some of our congregations in the United States, or to unite with some 
Presbyterian church in their own neighborhood. We have but three 
congregations in Ontario— -Toronto, Ramsay and Lochiel. Brother 
Armour gave you some time ago an account of Toronto. 1 can only 
add that, though the people there did not succeed in their attempt to 
obtain a pastor, I still think it is a promising locality, and that it only 
wants the right kind of a laborer there to build up, with God's blessing, 
a good congregation. 

Ramsay is about fifty miles northwest from Ogdensburg, N. Y., and 
about thirty miles west from Ottawa, the capital of Canada. It is a 
small congregation, twenty-nine members. Maintaining an unpopular 
testimony in the midst of other Presbyterian churches, we can look for 
no accessions from without, and with no immigration, our only hope of 
growth is from the children of the church. Our people are mostly 
farmers. There are two large manufacturing villages in the vicinity, 
and farm produce brings remunerative prices. In proportion to num- 
bers and wealth, the people of Ramsay are very liberal in their contri- 
butions for the support of the gospel, and the various other schemes of 
the church. 

Lochiel is in the county of Glengeary, the eastern extremity of On- 
tario, about fifty or sixty miles west from Montreal. It lies between 
the rivers St. Lawrence and Ottawa, and about fifteen or twenty mileS 
from either. It may be reached by the way of Lancaster, if travelling 
by the G. T. Railway or the St. Lawrence, L'Original if going down 
the Ottawa river, or river De Grasse if coming from Montreal. In 
any case, a person going there would need to communicate with Mr. 
Andrew Brodie, Dalkieth, Ontario, and have a team meet him at the 
place he leaves the public conveyance. We have about twenty commu- 
nicants there. They are not able to do much for the support of the 
gcspel, and but for one thing, I would think the prospect there dis- 
couraging. They manifest a spirit of indomitable steadfastness. For 
three generations they have maintained their position in the midst of 
discouragements, and under untoward circumstances, that would have 
disheartened almost any people. I have been told that they are this 
summer building a house of worship. I think they ought to be en- 
couraged. R. Shields. 
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THE OHUROH IN THE WEST. 

Missouri, — Dear Editors : Your readers who have already some 
knowledge of what has been accomplished in Dade county, Missouri, 
will be perhaps pleased to hear of the continued success of our cause 
in that place. Rev. J. Wallace planted the good seed, watered it 
patiently, faithfully and hopefully, was privileged to see the success 
of his labors, and will long hold a place in the hearts of the good peo- 
ple of Sylvania congregation. Mr. J. C. Taylor, who has completed 
his third year in the Theological Seminary, has labored here by the 
appointment of the Board for near three months, with very decided 
acceptance. The congregation is in a thriving state ; at its organiza- 
tion there were received forty-nine members ; at its second communion, 
just one year after, fourteen additional communed. We had, I think, 
evidence of God's presence with us on that occasion. The new church 
though not large, which the brethren, with praiseworthy effort, have 
erected this summer, was pretty well filled ; the attendance during the 
whole occasion was good, though some of the families reside from six 
to twelve miles distant. The evil one though still operating seems to be 
held in check. 

These brethren are very anxious, if it were possible, to have regular 
preaching ; but very few indeed are aware of the difficulty of raising 
funds in new localities. Will the Board of Domestic Missions be able 
to continue still some longer the assistance heretofore kindly given, 
and highly appreciated by this people ? Their future is encouraging. 
Property remains in value much as in time past ; land of fair quality 
within bounds can be had at from six to ten dollars per acre ; and 
brethren removing west will be heartily welcomed by them. 

Yours in the cause of our common Master, W. W. McMillan. 



Kansas. — Under the date of July 11th, Rev. S. M. Stevenson 
writes from Republican City, Kansas. " We had our communion on the 
second Sabbath of June. On account of distance and scarcity of 
money, I had no one to assist me. We had a very pleasant commun- 
ion season. We had our service in the grove, under the large bur-oak, 
which I mentioned to you. We had an accession of eleven, six by 
certificate and five on examination. One young man united with the 
church, and was baptized. I still feel much encouraged in my mis- 
lionary work here. * * * We want to build a church next sum- 
mer. As money is so scarce, we think of trying to raise money by 
having each member subscribe so many acres of wheat as he feels able 
to put in, and harvest and sell, for building a church. I think by this 
plan of dedicating so many ieicres of wheat to the Lord's service we will 
have no difficulty in getting the money. We want to build a good 
church, I think about 36x56, 18 feet high. We do not expect to be able 
/ to finish it in one year, but we want to put it up and enclose it, and then 
I seat and plaster it as we grow able. Such is our plan. I hope, by 
' *^e blessing of the Church's Head, we shall be able to carry it put. 
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MEETINGS OF PBESBTTEEIES. 

OniO.-^Oliio Presbytery met in Londonderry church on the 28th of 
August, 1872. 

Ministerial members were all present, except H. P. McClurkin, who 
was providentially prevented from being present; and as ever brotherly 
kindness characterized this meeting of Presbytery. Mr. S. R- Wal- 
lace delivered a piece of trial for licensure which was unanimously sus- 
tained ; James R. Wylie was received under the care of the Presbytery 
as a student of Theology. 

The congregations under the care of Presbytery, were directed to re- 
member the standing rule of Presbytery, to take up a collection for 
Presbytery's Mission fund, also to have their several quotas for the 
travelling fund forwarded at the spring meeting of Presbytery. 

The following appointments of supplies were made: 

Rev. B. McCullough, Sandusky, Ist Sabbath October; 2d and 3d 
October, Muskingum ; 4th Sabbath October, Coshocton. H. P. Mc- 
Clurkin, to hold a communion at Muskingum on the 3d Sabbath Oc- 
tober ; A. McFarland to hold a communion at Brownsville, on the 4th 
Sabbath October, to preach the 3d Sabbath November, at Coshocton, 
and one day at Mud^ingum, discretionary. J. C. Boyd 2d Sabbath 
November, Savannah ; J. A. Thompson West Virginia, 3d Sabbath 
October, and to assist at Brownsville, 4th Sabbath October. Other 
appointments to be made by the committee of supplies : H. P. Mc- 
Clurkin, J. A, Thompson and Thomas Stewart. Presbytery adjourned 
to meet in New Concord, on the Ist Wednesday of April, 1873, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. By order of Presbytery. 

J. A. THOMPSOif, Clerk. 



Rochester. — The Presbytery of Rochester met in the city of Ro- 
chester, October 1st, 1^ P. M., and completed their business at one 
session. 

The ministerial members were all present except J. M. Armour. 
Rev. W. McFarland was chosen moderator, and S. Bowden continued 
clerk foV the ensuing year. 

The sum of $130 was laid on the clerk's table, being the contribution 
of Lisbon congregation to Synod's Memorial Fund. Assurances were 
given that the other congregations would act in the matter at an early 
date. 

A suitable minute with reference to the lamented decease of the 
late Rev. S. R. Qalbraith, was ordered to be embodied in the records of 
Presbytery. 

A unanimous call upon J. F. Crozier, from the congregation of 
Sterling, was sustained as a regular gospel call and ordered to be trans- 
ferred to the Pittsburgh Presbytery. 

The interim committee of supplies were authorized to make the nec- 
essary arrangements for the oxAmaWou wii vci^t^llation of Mr. Cro- 
zier, in the event of his acceplmg t\i^ ^«X\ m^^^ m^^tlVwcl. 
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Rev. A. W. Johnston, was appointed to preach in Sterling, 2d, 3d 
and 4th Sabbaths of November. 

The clerks of sessions were instructed to prepare their statistical 
tables, and forward them to the spring meeting of Presbytery. 

It appeared from the report of Treasurer of Pf-esbytery, that there 
had been no receipts into the fund since May, that there remain but 
•^30.40 in the Treasury, and that there is an order for $75 which can- 
not be paid for want of sufficient funds. The congregations under care 
of Presbytery were directed to take up a collection to meet this defi- 
ciency on Thanksgiving day, and forward the same without delay to 
Jas, Campbell, 12 Franklin Square, Rochester. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in the city of Rochester, on the 2d 
Tuesday of May, 1873, at 7^, P. M. 

S. BowDEN, OlerJc. 



Illinois. — Illinois Presbytery met at Oakdale, October 9th ; the 
meeting was full and pleasant. The only papers presented were peti- 
tions for ordinances and a call from Old Bethel, on N. M. Johnston, 
which was sustained and forwarded to his Presbytery. 

Moderations of calls were granted to Churchill and Old Bethel, if 
necessary. 

Mr. D. G. Thompson pastor elect of Elkhorn, was ordained and in- 
stalled. The weather was favorable and a large and interested con- 
gregation enjoyed the services and gave a hearty welcome to their young 
pastor. 

Mr. Samuel R. McClurkin was received by Presbytery as a student 
of theology. Appointments for Presbyterial visitation were made in 
all the congregations. 

The congregations were directed to take up collections as early as 
possible for Presbytery's fund and forward the same to J. McCracken, 
Treasurer. ^ ^ . 

Presbytery took notice of the death of Rev. John Middleton, in the 
following resolutions : 

Resolved^ That this Presbytery put on record its sentiments of 
profound respect and esteem for the memory of Rev. John Middleton, 
a constituent member of this court, who departed this life at his home 
in Stanton, Illinois, on September 14th, 1872. 

We bear testimony to his honesty of purpose, integrity of character, 
fidelity to his covenant vows, and zeal for the honor of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We feel that we have lost from our number a man of trans- 
parent truthfulness, a kind and loving husband and father, an hooest 
Christian, and a faithful minister of Christ. 

We tender our sincere sympathies to the bereaved family, and com- 
mend them to the compassionate tenderness of him who loved Mary 
ftud Martha and their brother Lazarus — our blessed Saviour who hath 
brought life and immortality to light by the gospel. 

Resolved^ That a copy of these resolutions be sent with a suitable 
letter to Mrs. Middleton, in the name of this Presbytery. 
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ReBolvedy That a copy be sent with our minutes for publication in 
the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter. 

J. McCeacken, Clerk. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery. — Pittsburgh Presbytery met according 
to adjournment September 24th, 1872, at Miller's Run Church ; six- 
teen ministers and fifteen elders were present. The present officers' 
were continued. 

The committee appointed to present calls reported that Mr. D. C. 
Martin had accepted the call to Princeton congregation ; and Rev. 
T. M. Elder had declined the call to Second Boston congregation. A 
petition from North Union congregation for the whole time of Rev. J. 
Galbraith, was granted, subject to the decision of Mr. Galbraith who 
was necessarily absent. The Committee on Supplies was appointed to 
present the petition to him and to make arrangements for declaring the 
pulpit of South Union congregation vacant in case of his acceptance. 

Mr. M. A. Gault, a student of Theology, was received under the 
care of Presbytery, on certificate from Iowa Presbytery ; and also Mr. 
J. A. Speer, on certificate from Ohio Presbytery. J. C. McPheetera, 
J. A. Speer and H. Easson, delivered pieces as trials for licensure 
which were unanimously sustained. It was resolved that the hearing of 
discourses from students, be attended to immediately after the consti- 
tution of the court, at the next meeting. Sessions whose records were 
not examined at this time are directed to forward them for review at 
the next meeting. 

All the congregations under care of the Presbytery, are requested to 
take up a collection for Presbytery's Mission Fund on Synod's Thanks- 
giving day. 

After a vote of thanks to the congregation of Miller's Run, for the 
very generous entertainment provided. Presbytery adjourned to meet 
in the R. P. Church at Parnassus, on the 2d Tuesday of April, 1873, at 
10 o'clock A. M. 

R. J. George, ClerJc. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery held a pro-re-nata meeting in Pittsburgh, on 
Tuesday October 15th, 1872, at 1.45, P. M. A paper was laid on the 
table from Rev. Dr. S. 0. Wylie, Chairman of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, stating that the Board had selected Henry Easson, Jr., a 
student of the third year, under our care,, to go to Syria, and that he 
had accepted the appointment, and that the exigency of the Mission, 
owing to the death of Mr. Galbraith, and the absence of Dr. Metheney 
and Miss Crawford, called for its speedy reinforcement, and requesting 
on behalf of the Board that Presbytery, if it see fit, ordain Mr. Easson, 
with a view of his going to this Mission. Presbytery at its fall meet- 
ing had heard from Mr. Easson two pieces as trials for licensure, a 
lecture and a sermon, which were sustained. 

The request of the Chairman of the Board, on its behalf, was ao- 

ceeded to and Presbytery appointed half past six o'clock of the same 

day for bia ordination. After,^ecess, Presbytery proceeded with the 

servieeBy Rev. Dr. SprouU^ flSiidixig^* T:\i^ ^aderator, Rev. J. A. 
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Black, propounded the queries, Rev. John Galbraith offered the ordi- 
nation prayer, when the candidate was set apart to the work of the 
ministry by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. Rev. Dr. 
Sloane then addressed the Missionary. The rest of the evening was 
taken up with farewell exercises. John W. Dill, a graduate of West- 
minister College, was taken under the care of Presbytery, as a stu- 
dent of Theology. 

D. B. WiLLSON, Assistant Olerk and Clerk pro tern. 



CHURCH NEWS. 



The congregation of Beaver have in process of erection a new house 
of worship. They expect to occupy it this fall. 

Rev. J. Galbraith has accepted the call from North Union con- 
gregation for his entire time. 

The address of Rev H. H. George is changed from Cincinnati to 
Northwood, Logan county, Ohio. Correspondents will please make 
a note of this. 

The first Sabbath of November is the day appointed by Synod for 
taking up the collection for Domestic Missions. The amount called for 
and, we may add, needed^ is $5,000. 

Central congregation, Allegheny, will probably worship for the 
first time in their new church on Sabbath, Nov. 10th. On the following 
Sabbath the sacrament of the supper will be dispensed and the work 
of covenanting attended to. 

Thursday, November 28th, the day appointed by the President to 
be observed for Nationg.1 thanksgiving, will be observed as the day of 
our annual thanksgiving by direction of Synod. The causes were pub- 
lished in connection with the minutes, vide p. 204. 

Calls have been moderated in Sterling, Old Bethel and Washington 
congregations, the first in favor of J. F. Crozier, the second in favor 
of Rev. N. M.Johnson, and the third in favor of Rev. H. P. McClur- 
kin. 

Wb are compelled to defer to a future issue, several articles, mis- 
sionary items, book notices, &c., &c., in order to insert obituaries. 
We hope in the next number to publish all obituary notices on hand. 
After that we shall be compelled to limit the amount of space to be 
occupied in each number by such notices and continue our present rule 
of inserting always in the order received. 

Parties to whom have been entrusted copies of the Memorial Vol- 
ume for disposal, and who have on hand any moneys received for sales, 
will confer a favor by forwarding the amount at their earliest conve- 
lience. We need the money to pay the printer. Any persons who 
lave not obtained a copy of the volume, should ^^^^^iV^ ^\» wl^^* "^^ 
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member of the church should be without one. Almost every congre- 
gation has an agent. 

Mr. Henry Easson has been selected by the Board of Foreign 
Missions to fill the vacancy in the mission at Latakiyeh, made by the 
death of Rev. S. R. Galbraith. Mr. Easson has been ordained by his 
Presbytery for the foreign field, and expects to leave on Saturday, 
Nov. 23d, by the Cunard steamer from New York. A farewell meeting 
has been held in Pittsburgh and Allegheny. Other meetings it is ex- 
pected, will be held in Philadelphia and New York immediately before 
leaving the country. 

Mr, Editor. — Allow me through the pages of the Reformed Preshi/terian 
and Covenanter, a brief statement of a pleasant commuDion season enjoyed by 
the two congregations of Northwood on the second Sabbath of October, Presi- 
dent George assisting Mr. McCartney and Rev. P. P. Boyd, Mr. Milroy. On 
Monday morning, President George invited Mr. Boyd and myself to attend the 
morning exercises in the College. It was truly encouraging to see the hall 
filled with some seventy or more students meeting for the morning serviee 
particularly when compared with the condition of the college in times 
past. Most of those in attendance were children of the church, and, it ifl 
hoped, many of them candidates for the ministry. How cheering the pros- 
pect, when we consider the urgent demc nd for an increase of ministers, and 
how suggestive of a commencement of an answer to our prayers, "That tbe 
Lord of the. harvest would send forth laborers into his harvest!" Especially 
were we pleased to see the prosperity ef the institulion, as it is under a relig- 
ious influences and there are so many at the present day in favor of divor- 
cing religion and education entirely from each other. After prayer we were 
kindly invited to spend a half hour in each of the Professor's rooms ; first 
with Mr. McCartney, in the scientific department, then with Mr. Milroy, 
Professor of Latin, next with President George, Professor of Greek, and lastly 
with Professor Wylie, of Mathematics, and in each of these departments we 
were impressed with the thoroughness of the drill, giving promise of most 
happy results. We learn also that there is a Sabbath school attended by all 
the students that gives promise of great usefulness in its moral and religions 
Influences. On the whole, we felt hip;hly encouraojed with the prospects of 
the College, and felt like congratulating President George on his success, suc- 
ceeding in the commencement far beyond our highest anticipations. H. 
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Died, in the city of Philadelphia, July 10, 1871, Jambs R. Anderson, 
of Mary and the late James Anderson, in the 28th year of his age. 

His afflictions were protracted and very s**" e, resulting in death by 
paralysis, and were borne with corres- • _.j^ marvellous resignation. His 
mother and friends mourn his loss. Com. 



Died, January 6th, 1872, in the 56th year of her age, ,of typhoid pneumo- 
nia and small-pox combined, Mrs. Jane S. Miller. Deceased was a oonsistcDt 
member of Olathe congregation, a lover of the church and her ordinances, 
and died as she lived, in the faith of Jesus Christ as her Saviour, leaving 
many relations and friends to mouxn her sudden and sad departure. Com. 
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Died, January 19, 1872, in the 24th year of her age, of small -pox, Mrs. 
Mary Miller. 

Deceased was a member of Olathe congregation, till called thns early in 
life, from earthly cares and labors, to join the general assembly and church 
above. 

Her infant, two weeks old, together with the infant daughter of her brother- 
in-law, were soon after taken away by the same terrible scourge. 

A stricken husband and three motherless children are sorely tried by this 
stroke, but the consolations are ample. Com. 

Died, October 9th, 1871, in the 39th year of his age, near Olathe, Kas., 
of nervous debility, Mr. Alexander Moore. 

Deceased was a consistent and conscientious member of the E;eformed Pres- 
byterian Church, in which he was elected to the office of ruling elder at the 
early age of 25 years, and was re-elected on his removal from Grandcote, 111., 
at the organization of Olathe and Pleasant Kidge congregation in 1865. 

As a husband and father ho was affectionate ; as a neighbor, generous and 
obliging; he ardently loved the church, and was anxiously concerned for the 
welfare of the congregation in which he was an elder. 

He was of a tender and forgiving disposition, and showed the readiness from 
the heart to forgive those within and without the church who persisted in 
wrong and unkindness towards him. 

His widow and five children he lefl in the care of the good Husband and 
Father. His faith in God was unshaken. All who knew him well believe 
that a good man has gone home to rest. Com. 



James Finlby was born in county Antrim, Ireland, July 4, 1812. The 
family first emigrated to South Carolina, then to Illinois, soon after the Cov- 
enanter settlement was made in this state. He became an elder in Old Bethel 
congregation in 1839. He transferred his membership to Bethel congrega- 
tion May 1st, 1858. He was elected and installed ruling elder in this con- 
gregation in 1865, and discharged the duties of his office with acceptance 
until his return to Old Bethel, in 1868. 

As a man he was tieighborly and sympathetic. He would disoblige him- 
self at any time to befriend others. As a Christian he was pious, devoted 
and fervent. He was punctual and zealous as an elder. He was very for- 
ward to visit the sick, and his sympathy was balm to those in trouble. His 
turn of mind was argumentative ] and he maintained his point with extra- 
ordinary firmness, but always kindly. Goodness and tender affection were his 
chief traits of character. As is natural with persons of great warmth of feel- 
ing, he long remembered dishonorable or deceitful conduct, but he was not 
malicious or revengeful in his temper. 

His death occurred December 14, 1871, The evidence was that it was 
brought about by his horse kicking and overturning the buggy, which fell on 
his breast and caused instant death. Taken at an unexpected time, we feel 
comfortable hope he was ready to answer the summons. He did not boast of 
full assurance, but trusted in free grace for salvation. 

His sudden death was a terrible shock to the community, but especially to his 
immediate friends and relations. He has left a wife and six children to 
mourn his loss. They are greatly comforted by the thought that the Lord 
hath done it; and by the hope that' he has gone to be with Christ, which is 
far better. Com. 

Died, at his residence. South Bend, Armstrong Co., Pa.,WiLLiAM Willson. 

The deceased was born in county Monaghan, Ireland, July 17, 1789, and in early 

•^ life made a profession of religion in the old Sec^der Church. In 1829 h^ 
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emigrated to the United States, and locating in the western part of Pennsyl- 
Tania, connected himself with the Preshyterian Church, (0. S.) In this com- 
munion he remained until the introduction of hymns of human composition 
in place of the inspired songs of scripture, compelled him to withdraw. He 
felt that it was only in the psalms of the sweet singer of Israel that be could 
conscientiously offer praise to G-od, and having previously attended covenant- 
ing preaching, and apprcKring the principles of covenanted testimony, he 
united with the R. P. congregation, of Clarksburg, and continued in its 
membership until his death. Spared to reach the ordinary limit of life, and 
even to enter on that decade of years when the strength of such old men be- 
gins to prove grief and labor, he came to the grave in a full age, like a shock of 
corn cometh in his season. For a considerable time past tailing health admonish- 
ed him that he was nearing the termination of his earthly course, and in con- 
versation he frequently expressed the desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better. His sick chamber was no place of murmuring, or even 
of sadness ; on the contrary, he always received his friends with a smile and 
pleasant word, and they in turn derived from their visit to him pleasure, as 
well as profit. Never too highly elated, and apparently never unduly de- 
pressed in spirits, he testified that, ^ith a profound sense of personal un- 
worthiness, he was resting for his soul's salvation on the perfection and e%aoy 
of the work of Christ, and in his last moments he found this ample for his 
support and comfort, ^< Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for 
the end of that man is peace.'' 

Mr. Willson leaves behind him a son and a daughter, his wife having died 
about three years ago. They mourn over the bereavement, yet it is with the 
feeling that their loss is his unspeakable gain. Com. 

Died suddenly, on February 25, 1872, in the 79th year of his age, Mr. 
William Thompson, ruling elder in the Second Reformed Presbyterian 
congregation, of Newburg, N. Y. 

The subject of this notice was born near Connor, county Antrim, Ireland, 
on the 18th day of June, 1793. Like most of the " Protestants " of the 
North of Ireland, he was of Scotch descent, his grandfather being a Presby- 
terian minister, who left Scotland during the persecatioD|^nder James, Duke 
of York, and settled in that place, where the subject of this notice was born. 
In the year 1818, Mr. Thompson emigrated to America accompanied by hi« 
wife, who still survives, and was guided by a wise Providence to Newburg, N. 
/• Y., where he continued to reside until the time of his death, a period of fiflj- 
four years. 

Shortly after his arrival in Newburg, he connected himself with the Re- 
formed Presbyterian congregation in that place, then under the pastoral care 
of J. R. Willson, D. D. In the year 1825, he was chosen to the oflfice of 
deacon, and having used the office of deacon well, in 1829 to the high offioe 
of ruling elder. At the time of the disruption, in 1838, he took an active part, 
firmly adhering to the established principles of the church, of which he con- 
tinued an open and fearless advocate until the time of his death. At the 
formation of the Second Eeformed Presbyterian congregation, of Newburg, 
In 1854, he was chosen ruling elder in the new organization, in which he 
continued an efficient officer and constant worshipper. For forty-three years 
a ruling elder, he w»s present at every administration of the Sacrament of 
the Supper in the congregation with which he was connected, and indeed, for 
more than fifty years v^as not absent from a single observance of this ordinance. 

The Sabbath previous to his death he was present at public worship as 
usual, and on the morning of the day previous, led with customary vigor in 
family worship, reading the last chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, a 
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suitable portioD for the closing service of a long life, in which family worship 
was a constant and delightfal service. Mr. Thompson was one of those men 
of the past generation, but few of whom survive, whose commanding appear- 
ance, robust mind, and decided character, have left a mark upon every circle 
of society in which they moved. He was a keen discoverer of character, au 
aggressive advocate of the truth, given to hospitality, especially to ministers, 
who ever found his house a welcome home ; a sincere Christian, a faithful 
friend, a kind husband and father, and a devoted lover of Zion. An attendant 
upon the ministry of Dr. J. R. Willson, when he was in the maturity of his 
great powers, he always held his name in the highest esteem, and was charac- 
terized by a fervor, a zeal, and a faith in the near approach of the kingdom 
of Christ, not unlike that which was so striking a feature in that great and 
good man. 

The first day of the present year was spent by him in company with a friend 
iu the ministry, in interesting conversation about the ministers of Christ 
who have entered into their rest, with many of whom he was on intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance, the triumph of the principles of the church, present and 
prospective, especially in relation to the fulfillment of prophecy, was a subject 
in which he took a deep interest, and on themes of a more deeply and person- 
ally interesting character, whose realities he uow beholds not by faith but by 
sight. " Your fathers, where are they, and the prophets, do they live for- 
ever ?'' He has finished his course and entered his reward. He came to the 
*^ grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in his season.'^ 

At a meeting of the session of which ho was a member, the following 
minute was adopted, and ordered to be published in the Reformed Pres- 
byterian AND Covenanter : 

Whereas, It has pleased G-od that death should again enter this session, 
and remove our venerable father and brother, Mr. William Thompson, the 
oldest officer in the eldership in the Reformed Presbyterian congregation, of 
Newburg ; therefore, 

Resolved, That while we miss the presence and judicious counsel of the de- 
ceased, yet we submissively bow before the divine will, and heed the reitera- 
ted warning, " Be ye also ready." 

Resolved^ That we sincerely sympathize with our beloved pastor in the loss 
of an affectionate parent and wise counselor. Com. 

Died, December 15th, 1871, David T. Cavan, ruling elder of the First 
Reformed Presbyterian congres:ation, Newburg, aged 83 years. Mr. Cavan ^^ 
was born in county Tyrone, Ireland, 1788, was baptized, educated, trained -' 
and publicly professed religion in the Secession Church. 

In 1818 he emigrated to this country ; being convinced that^the distinctive 
principles of our church were scriptural, he united with the congregation of 
Qjfldenham, under the pastoral charge of Rev. James R. Willson, D. D., after- 
wards uniting himself with Newburg organized in 1824. 

Tho active years of his life were mainly devoted to the onerous and respon- 
dbile duty of teaching school, educating youth. In his domestic relations, he 
was severely tried and afflicted, the members of his family , wife and children, 
being all removed, years previous to his demise, to that land from whence no 
traveller returns. 

In 1829, Mr Cavan was elected, ordained and installed ruling elder in the 
congregation of Newburg, laboring with some degreee of efficiency forty-two 
years and six months, in the performance of official duties. 

He was a good man, " an Israelite, in whom, there was no guile/' esteeemd 
and respected in the community, a kind husband, tender and affectionate 
parent, a lover of Zion and of her peace, faithful to her principles in a sea- 
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son of prevalent defection, deeply interested in all that concerned the pnblio 
welfare of the church. 

In the protracted sufferings that preceded his death, there were no com- 
plaints, he was resigned to the Master's will. It was his earnest and repeated 
desire, to unite with the congregation in the solemn work of covenant renova- 
tion, of this he was deprived, being gathered home in a full age, like a shock 
of corn fully ripe. Com. 

At Kossuth, Iowa, March 13th, 1872, Mrs. Margabst Lamont, aged IX 
years and 7 months. She was born at Carnaff, near Dervock, county Antrim.. 
Ireland, in the month of August, 1794. Her respected parents, Eobert ani 
Jane Nevin, brought her up in the fear of God, and setting, her a noble exam- 
ple *^ trained her in the way she should go, and when she was old she did not/ 
depart from it." ' 

Under the influence of such religious instruction and in the observance of 
such a godly example, she made a profession of her faith early in life under 
the ministry of the Rev. Dr. Stavely. 

After her marriage she sat under the ministry of the Key. S. Carlisle, 
Bally clabber, county Derry, for twenty years. In 1849, the family emigrated to 
this country and settled in Philadelphia, and connected with the Third con- 
gregation there. During that period she was called upon in the myst^riooB 
providence of God, to endure his afflicting hand. Her husband and two sons, 
fine young men, were called away by death in the short period of eighteen montliB. 
It was then that her early religious training manifested itself in leading her 
to the eternal rock of ages for support. 

*< Affliction is the good man's shining scene, 
Prosperity conceals his brightest ray." 

For the benefit of the health of her surviving son, she removed to Iowa, some 
years ago, and settled in the bounds of what is now the conejregation of Kos- 
suth, where he exercises the office of eldership. Mrs. Lamont was for nearly 
sixty years a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and during all 
that time she adorned the doctrine of God her Saviour by a walk and conver- 
sation becoming the gospel. 

She was always a strict observer of the holy Sabbath, and loved the ordi- 
nances of God's house and the preaching of the gospel, upon which she waited 
as long as failing health would allow She never omitted private prayer, and 
under all circumstances committed her way to the Lord. She loved the so- 
ciety of good people and hated every false and wicked way. To those visiting 
her on the bed of sickness, ' she gave satisfactory evidence that her hope was - 
anchored within the vail and her latter end was just what her antecedents^ 
would lead us to expect — peace. ^ 

*' Mark thou the perfect and behold, &c." 

Com. 



BOOK NOTICE. 



Exposition of the ConfebIsion of Faith, by Rev. Kobert Shaw, D. D., 12 
mo. Price 76 cents. 

Mr. Caldwell, 8617 Bridge street, Philadelphia, Pa., has some copies 
of this excellent work, which can be had at cost. He has also on hand 
other standard works, notice of which will appear in our next issue. 



William WiUSt Treasnrerj in account vfiih Pittsburgh Presbytery. 

1872. DR. 

April 10, For Balance, $189 67 

May 8, " Cash received from S. Union, 8 75-148 42 

GB. 

July 13, By amount paid order to Rev. J, A. Black,... 100 00 

balance, $ 48 42 

September, 24, 1872. 

RECEIPTS FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
1872 

July 22, Lake Eliza cong., per Mr. Sam'l McGinnis $ 4 50 

** 23, New Alexandria, of New Alexandria, &o. cong., per 

Rev. T. A. Sproull 12 25 

«< ** Old Bethel, per Jaa. B. Mathews 12 10 

•* ** Springfield and Greenville, per Mr. Sam'l Allen- 13 60 

" " Jonathan Creek, per Rev. A. McFarland 6 00 

<< 24, Baltimore, per Mr. D. J. Cummings 15 00 

*« '* Elkborn, per Mr. Wm. Morrison 11 00 

** 25, West Hebron, per Rev. A. W. Johnstofi 6 25 

♦* *» North Union, per Mr. John McGee 11 18 

n It Winchester, per Mr. Henry Downie 13 70 

** 26, Little Beaver, per Mr. John Acheson 16 50 

" 27, Kortriffht, per Mr. Wm. Orr 11 15 

" 80, South Union, Mr. J. C Dodds 12 00 

«* 31, Neilsburg branch of Oil Creek, per Rev. Dan'l Reid. 5 00 

" " Oil Creek, per Rev. Dan'l Reid 6 00 

** *' Mrs Martha Carson, Sr., of Oil Creek, per Rev. Dan'l 

Reid 5 00 

Aug. 2, Sterling: cong., per Mr. John Hunter 30 00 

<( (t North Jackson and Poland, per Rev. R. J. George 25 40 

«' *« Ramsey cong., per Rev. R. ShieUs, (gold) ., 8 00 

<< <* Premium on above 1 12 

'* 6, New Concord, per Mr. James McCartney 20 15 

*« 7, Olathecong., per Rev. W. W. McMillan « 8 55 

<* 13, StHUton cong , per Mr. D. Gregg v 10 40 

" <* Middle Wheeling cong per Mr. Alex. M. Orr 12 00 

" 16, Linden Grt>ve cong., per Rev. C D. Trumbull 17 00 

«* 19, Slippery Bock, &c., per Rev. J. 0. Smith 18 11 

<< ** Lifbon cong., per Rev. Wm McFarland .«••.. 16 20 

'* 20, Sandy br. nch of Salem, per Eev, A, J, McFarland..... 7 50 

" " Bethel " ** " ** " 7 26 

" " H^rsaw " " «* « " 2 80 

»* " Oiftorn " " «« M 41 5 n 

*' 22, Wilkinsburg cong,, per Mr. Wm, Willi.. 48 15 

*< 23, Manchester and Parnaaiui, per Mr. Alex. Milter 10 00 

" *< Souihfield ccnff., per Mr. W. J. Greer 80 00 

Sept. 6, Londonderry cong., per Mr. T. J. Blackwood 7 70 

*« " White Lake cong , per Mr. W. 0. Frager 10 00 

" 7, 4th New York cong., per Mr. Jas. Dunlap 50 00 

" 9, 2d Pniladelphia cons: , per Mr. Wm. Walker 40 50 

Dayid Boyd, Treas, Board of Education, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, 

APPOINTMENTS IN PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Pine Creek, October, 3d Sabbath, Black; Nov., 8d Sabbath, Wilkin 
Dec, 3d Sabbaih, R Reed. 

Rehoboth, Oct , 2d Sabbath. Wallace; Nov., 2d Sabbath, McAuley 
Dec, 2d Sabbath, Wilkin. 

Bear Run, Oct., 4th Sabbath, Wallace ; Dec, 1st Sabbath, Wilkin; 
Dec, 4th Sabbath, J. Crozier. 

Mahoning y Oct., 3d Sabbath, Wallace ; Dec, 2d Sabbath, Black. 

T. A. Sfboull, Chairman Committee, 
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APPOINTMENTS IN ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 




Old Bethel^ J. M. Faria, December; B. McCull(»us;h, Nov. and 
Jan. ; A. W. Johnston, Feb. ; M. Wilkin, Mar^h and May ; J. P. 
Crozicr, April ; D. S. Paris, Oct. 2d E^ab.; J MeCracken and D G. 
Thompson, to dispense the Supper on Oct. ^'d. 

Churchill^ J. M. Paris, N«.v. ; B. McCuHouph, Dpc. and F<*b. ; A. 
W. Johnston, March; M. "Wilkin, April; J. F Crozier, May; J. 
Wallace, Oct. 2d, 8d and 4th Sabs., and to dispense the Supper on the 4th 
Sab Oct., assisted by D. (J. H. Thompson. 

Presbytery meets at Princeton, Nov. 6th, at 11 A. M., to ordain D. 
G. Martin. • J. McCkacken, Clerk, 



Back numbers have been sent in all cases to lubscribera request- 
ing them ; we can still supply a f«w more. 



The presbytery of the Lakes me ts in Cincinnati, the first Tues- 
day of November, at 7 J P. M. H. H. Gkorqb, Clerk of Pi-ea. 



Bills have been sent to a large number of subscribers. In case 
any mistake has been made, it will be rectified as soon as pointed out. 
All who owe us, will confer a favor on us, as well as pay an honee^. 
debt, by forwarding the :. mount at once. The bills are made out up to" 
January, 1873. A dollar, in addition to the amount stated, will pay to 
January, 1874, and by inclosing it with what is due, subscribers will save 
the necessity. of soon sending on the price of another year's subscription. 



T S: EO LO Q-TT. 

We have now the largest assortment of Theological Books in this 
country, and are constantly receiving from Auction and LlbrarleSf 
and by Importlni^, large additions. We intend to make our Sstabllsll- 
ment more and more valuable in rich and rare books, old and new. 

We take special pains to collect rare works of the old Scottisll and 
KngUlh dfVines. 

We are down-town agents for Presbyterian Board of Fnblicatlon. 
have the books of the S, S. Union, Martien, Carters, Kandoiph, and 

all the new and good books. Stationery of all kinds. 

N. TIBBAX.S & SON, 
^ _ 87 Park Row andriS5 Nassau St., 
•^' . . ^ NEW YORK. 



BLAIBSVILLE (Fa) ACADEMY. 



THREE COURSES OF STUDY, 

Classical, Scientific and Normal. 

Students have every facility for thorough preparation for the higher 
college classes, for teaching or fur business. 
The Winter Term of sixteen weeks, will begin on Monday, Dec. 2. 
For a Circular, address, 

N. B. JOHNSTON, 

Principal. 
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RECEIPTS FOR SEMINARY BUILDING FUND. 
1S72. 

July 16. Elkhorn con*::., (Ladies' society) $ 50 00 

Aug. 10. I'd Long., Pliiliidt'lphia 130 50 

*' 17 Robecca Law per VV. Wills 10 00 

'* 28. Mf-mhors of 1st Miami cong 258 50 

Sept. 4. Jane Davison 1 00 

*« " Mary Davison 2 00 

«' " Susan Russell 6 00 

'« " George liovanl 6 00 

*» " JohnMcGinnis 5 00 

" «» James Young 10 00 

*«< •» Rev. R. M. U. Thompson 6 00 

** 5. R. R. Armour, Linton 25 00 

«* 80. Rushsylvania, per Rev. P. H. Wylie 10 10 

" " Alacedon cong., ** *« 8 00 

Oct. 21. Lisbon cong., per Rev. J. W. SprouU 130 00 

D. Gregg, Treasurer. 



THEOLOCUCAL SEMINARY. 

CURRENT EXPENSES. 

W. Gilraore Clarinda $ 55 

W. Wills, Treas. of Synod's Board 500 00 

«* " *« *« 500 00 

Rev. R. M. 0. Thompton's note paid Mr. Wills 26 00 

Library from F. Gray 2 00 

Clarinda cong., per A. McKeown. 10 65 

Bethel cong., per T. N. Faris 84 20 

1st cong ,J^ewburg.. 27 30 

Elkborn cong., per VV. Morrison 29 58 

West Hebron cong., Mr. Mehafify 8 75 

Rochester cong., per S. G. Robinson 31 38 

Parnassus and Manchester cong., Mr. Miller 20 00 

Kortright cong., per W. Orr 11 68 

Miller's Run cong 27 74 

Olathe cong., per Rev. W. W. McMillan 10 00 

Sharon cong., per G. Cunningham 85 45 

York cong., per Rev. J. W. SprouU 45 16 

" J. Cullings, int., *< 8 50 

D. Gregg, Treasurer, 
99 Wood St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

RECEIPTS FOR BOARD OP EDUCATION. 
1872. 

Sept. 12. Coldenham, per Mr. R. Fleming $14 41 

** 14. Miller's Run cong., per Jo3. Wallace 22 60 

" " Ladies' Miss. Soc, New Concord, per Miss S. llj. 

Wylie 10 00 

" 17. Brookland, per Mr. A Dodds 20 00 

Oct. 8. J. S. Bell, Indianola, Iowa * ;... 2 60 

«' 10. 1st Newburg, per Mr. J. W. McCullough 22 18 

'* 14. Kossuth, per Mr. Wm. 0. Jamison 3 60 

" 18. York, per Rev. S. Bowden « 26 42 

<< 21. Syracuse, per Mr. Jas. McClure 7 00 

Dayid Boyd, Treasurer, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio. 
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THE INSTITUTION Of SAORIFIOE AND DEATH OF ABEL. 

BY JOHN BROWN, A. M. 

Various opinions have obtained as to the origin of sacriiBce. It is 
Jonjectured by some to have originated in the darkness of heathen su- 
perstition. That it is not a dictate oi nature^ is readily granted. Paul 
admits as much in exhorting the believing Romans to present their 

* bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Grod, which," says he, 

* is your reasonable service/' plainly implying that animal sacrifice is 
ot a dictate of reason. But that it originated in heathenism^ we do 
ot bdieve. For, as the practice has been observed in all nations, it is 
easonable to conclude that a common practice must have- had a com- 
mon origin ; and, if we accept the teaching of the word of God on the 
object, we shall find that origin in divine appointment. 

Immediately after the fall, God was pleased to reveal his purpose of 
iercy to man under the veil of a curse upon the serpent. " I will 
►ut enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
[Qr seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 
^t is here indirectly promised that Satan should be conquered and 
wuners saved by the bruising of the heel of the woman's seed, i. «., by 
the sufferings of a redeemer. This promise God was also pleased to 
illustrate by the institution of sacrifice. The institution, it is true, is 
not stated in so many words ; hue the inference is so plain as to amount 
to a moral certainty. We are informed that ^^ unto Adam, and unto 
his wife, did the Lord God make coats of skin, and clothed them ?" 
Now, whence came these skins ? They must have been the skins of 
animals. But no animal as yet has died of itself. They must, there- 
fore, have been slain. But they could not have been slain for food ; 
for the grant of animal as yet had not been given. They must, there- 
fore, have been slain in sacrifice. Here, then, we see the origin of 
Btcrifice — not in human invention, but in divine appointment^ and in 
^he institution our first parents were taught two things, ^., that 
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354 The Institution of Sacrifice and Death of Abel. 

tbeir sin deserved death, and that it should be remitted through the 
shedding of the blood of Christ. 

This view of the subject is confirmed by the sacrifice of Cain and 
Abel. We are informed that '' in process of time," or ** at the end of 
dajs/' as it reads in the margin — probably on the seventh day, or 
Sabbath,— these two brothers met to worship God. ^^ Cain brought of 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord." All very well as far as it 
went, as an expression of gratitude for the blessings of divine provi- 
dence ; but defective in one important particular — there was no ac* 
knowledgement of sin — no view to a meditator. But, '^ Abel brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof !*' — the appropriate 
emblem of ** the Lamb of God,** who should ** bear the sin of the 
world.'* " The Lord" accordingly *'had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering ; but unto Cain and his offering he had not respect." Ir con- 
sequence of this, ^^ Caio was very wroth and his countenance fell.*' God 
expostulates with him in terms which convey a rebuke for his not of- 
feting an animal sacrifice like his brother. ^^ Why are thou wroth? 
and why is thy eountenance fallen ? Thou hast no right to complain, 
an<]no reason to despair." *' If thou doest well shalt thou not be ac- 
cepted " on the ground of personal obedience ? ^^ and if thou doest 
not well," there is another alternative — '^sin," t. e., an off'ering for 
Bin (for so the Hebrew word may be rendered) — " a sin offering lieth 
at the door." You may have a Iamb as well as Abel — it is not far to 
seek — and you shall be accepted on the same terms. 

God thus reasons with him on his own principles as a self-righteom 
man, just as Christ reasons with the young man, who inquired of him, 
what good thing he should do to inherit eternal life. He admits, as it 
were, for the sake of argument, that he is a righteous man, and assures 
him that if he do we% he snail be accepted on the ground of perfect 
cbedienee^ — the same terms, on which his father was accepted before the 
fall. Short of that he cannot be accepted on terms of law ; but, he 
may be accepted as a sinner, through the blood of Christ, on terms of 
grace. The sin -atoning lamb is as free to Cain as it is to Abel. The 
gin-offering is at the door. " Behold I stand at the door,** says Christ, 
" if any man open the door, I will come in unto him." 

But notwithstanding this kind expostulation, Cain's dark heart 
meditated revenge, and as soon as he found a convenient opportuttity, 
he arose and slew his brother. The Lord interrogates the murderer — 
"where is Abel thy brother?" — the term brother, reminding him of the 
tenderfties that had been broken. Cain insolently replies, *' I know 
not. Am I my brother's keeper ?*' Thus one sin leads to another— 
the murder is covered with a lie. Certainly he ought to have been 
his brother's keeper ; but instead of that he was his murderer. " And 
God said what is this thou hast done ? the voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth to me from the ground " for vengeance. A fearful curse 
is pronounced upon him. Ue is doomed to perpetual banishment — to 
be '" a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth." He feels the judgment 
to be intolerable, and gives way to despair. He is driven out from the 
presence of the Lord and becomes a mpnument of divine justice — madi 
a terror to himself, and to all around. 
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Let ns listen for a moment to the important practical lessons which 
^is solemn subject is calculated to teach. 

1. From the sacrifice of Abel we learn that the only way in which 
ihe remission of sins ever could, or ever can be obtained, is by faith in 
the blood of Christ. '* By faith Abel offered unto God a more excel-' 
lent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained a testimony that he was 
righteous," — through the righteousness of Christ, which his faith re- 
ceived, — " God testifying of his gifts ; and by it he, being dead, yet 
speaketh." In this lay the sole difference between the sacrifice of 
Cain and that of Abel. Cain's offering proceeded on the supposition 
^hat there was no breach between him and his Maker. Bat Abel's 
proceeded on the conviction that he was a ruined sinner, and that his 
"n couH be forgiven only through the shedding of the blood of Christ, 
^f which he ha 1 a lively emblem in the lamb that lay bleeding before 
lim. Thus we see that the way of salvation has alway$« been the same 
^through the blood of Christ. " Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
he remission of sins that arejE?a9^," u e., committed under the former 
liapensation, ^' through the forbearance of God." And for this cause 
^e is the mediator of the new covenant, that by means of death, for 
the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first cove- 
laant," — that is, the old dispensation — *' they who are called might re- 
ceive the promise of eternal inheritance." Rom. 3: 25; Ueb. 9: 15. 
Hence Christ was said to be ''the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world ;" slain prophetically in the promise ; slain typically in 
the sacrifice. The vilest sinners may be saved by blood, better than 
the blood of Abel, and blood that speaketh better things — '' the blood 
of sprinkling that speaketh better things than did the blood of Abeli" 
Abei'e blood cried for vengeance on the head of him that shed it ; bat 
the blood of Jesus speaketh peace. And the sin-atoning Iamb is 
within the reach of every one, it is at the door. '^ The righteousness 
which is of faith speaketh on this wise ; say not in thine heart, who shall 
ascend into heaven (that is, to bring Christ down from above,) or, who 
shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from 
the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart ; that is, the word of faith which we speak ; 
that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesu3, and shalt 
believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thoa 
shalt be saved.'* 

2. From the death of Abel we learn that if we faithfully adhere to 
truth we may expect to meet with persecution. In the struggle be- 
tween these two brothers, we have the first manifestation of the enmity 
which was put between the seed of the woman and the seed of the 
serpent, or between the children of God and the children of the devil. 
" Cain was of that wioked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore 
slew he him ? Because his own works were evil, and his brother'^ 
righteous." And ''as it was then, he that was born after the flestL 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now." In 
allusion to that original '' enmity" we read, that ''the dragon was 

wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
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seed, which keep the commandments of Jesus Christ." "If ye wer*ou 
of the world," says Jesus to his disciples, " the world would love it»rai 
own ; but because ye are not of the world ; but I have chosen you out, 1 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you.'* And Paul lays itkb 
down as a universal rule from which there is no exception, that "all^ ^ 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.'* But, ri< 

3. It is a great privilege to suffer for Christ. *' To you it is 
given in behalf of Christ not only to believe, but also to suffer for 
his sake." " Happy are they that are persecuted for righteous- 
ness' sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." *' Happy are 
ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for so 
persecuted they the prophets that were before you." What an 
honor is put on righteous Abel ! He stands at the head of the noble 
army of martyr^ ; the first of the palm-bearing assembly who entered 
the gates of the celestial city. " I beheld," says the apostle John, 
^' and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands. And one of the elders answered and said unto me, What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes '? and whence come they ? ^ 
And I said unto him, sir, thou knowest. And he said unto me. These { 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their t 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are | 
they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night m his 
temple ; and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, l either thirst any more ; neither shall the 
sun light on them nor any heat. For the Lamb that is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters ; and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Let \ 
us be faithful unto death, and we also shall receive a crown of life. ' 

4. Go I will avenge the wrongs done to his persecuted saints, of 
whom Abel was the first enrolled, " Behold I send unto you prophjts, 
and wise men and scribes," says Jesus, speaking to the persecuting 
Jews ; *' and some of them ye shall scourge in jour synatgogues and 
persecute them from city tc city ; that upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar." " Shall not God avenge his own elect, who 
cry night and day unto him, though he bear long with them ? I tell 
you he will avenge them speedily." " I saw under the altar," says 
the apostle John, ^' the souls of them that were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony which they held ; and they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, How long, Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? And 
white robes were given unto very one of them ; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow 
servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
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y^ ^ould be fulfilled." Whenever the measure of their iniquity is full, 
lov^ath shall come upon them to the uttermost. 

yoBpIjet persecutors beware. And by persecutors are meant, not those 
^*jfcly who are professedly opposed to religion. Cain was a professor 
^^ B well as Abel. The prophets were generally persecuted by the Jews, 
Bu'v^ho were the professed people of God. The bitterest persecutors are 
>tt iTten in the bosom of the church. Nor is blood-shed the only kind of 
'^c^kBrsecution. *' Remember,*' says Job Orton, " there are other kinds 
"^^ niurder, which may perhaps be more painful to the suflferers than 
Pjplrect killing them; as the murder of their reputations, vexing their 
1 spirits, and destroying their health and comfort. It is better to mur- 
"'^pcr a man at once than do it by inches.*' " The spirit of ungodliness," 
foriHtys Dr. Candlish, " is the spirit of murder. It would, if it were 
^^•possible, annihilate God, for he troubles it. The next expedient is to 
ninihilate all on earth that reflect his image, and testify of him. 
.enx5e hard thoughts of the truly righteous, suspicions, cruel sur- 
iises, evil speaking of their good and exaggeration of their evil; 
imptations oflfored to their principles ; and, if opportunity oflfers, a 
lencing of their testimony, and violence against their persons.*' Let 
le beware lest the seeds of such dispositions be in me ; let me examine 
lyself. " Take heed,'* says Jesu-*, *' that ye despise not one of these 
ittle ones," for " whoso shall oflfend," or cause one of thom to stum- 
ble, " it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
^"^^eck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea" 
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SLANDE&. 

BY NBWMAN HALL, D. D. 

There is, perhaps, no sin more prevalent among professors of relig- 
ion and less recognized as sinful than speakins; evil of others. There 
are many persons who would not for the world steal a dollar, or tell 
a downright lie, or carry on Sabbath trade, or givf up church-going, 
who yet make a habit of talking scandal. This dometimes is even 
dignified with a religious semblance. Some evidently consider that 
Sabbath talk is discussing religious people. If Parson This or Deacon 
That is put under the microscope, and his defects, real or supposed, 
pointed out ; if the misdoings of another sect or a rival congregation 
are descanted on, this is religiouB conversation. It may be the worst 
abuse of the tongue. How much less opposed to the association of 
Sabbath, how much less irreligious it would be to discuss the markets 
and the harvest, or even the theater and the ball-room, than thus to 
oflfend against the charity which is the very essence of true Christian- 
ity. St. Paul tells us that we may read the Bible in its original 
tongues, and preach it in all the languages of the world, and possess 
the most profound knowledge of theology, and expound it with angelic 
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eloquence, and be the instrument of doing more good in converting 
sinners than if we healed the sick and raised the dead, and in ostenta- 
tious benevolence give all our property to the poor, and in the enthas- 
iasm of zeal give our body to the stake ; and yet that, if destitute of 
charity, all this would profit us nothing. And of charity he says 
that it '* thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity," and '*beareth all 
thinga " or covereth over all things. It takes no pleasure in hearing 
or talking of the fancied or real faults of others. Elsewhere he 
says : '^ Let all bhterness and evil speaking be put away from you, 
with all malice." 8t. James says : ^^ Speak not evil one of another." 
And the Old T^tament also describes the righteous man as one 
who ^* lifteth n^l up a reproach against his neighbor." 

The most miAignant kind of evil>speaking is inventing the slander; 
but, as Isaac Barrow says, there is not much difference between 
the great devil who makes it and the little imps who circulate it. 
Says one : ^^ I don't bear false witness. I only tell what Tv^^eard." 
But how do you know it is not false V How seldom they who spread 
an evil report take any pains to investigate its truth ! It mai/ be false; 
and, if so, you are bearing false witness. Be sure before you repeat 
a charge that it is true. Once uttered, you cannot recall it. He to 
whom you tell it tells others. If you find out you were mistaken, 
you are unable to correct the mistaken views you have given to others. 
And, even if we know the accusation is true, we ought not to publish 
it, unless to do more good than by concealing it. Before repeating 
an evil report, we should ask : ^^ Does charity prompt me ? Am I 
seeking the good of others ?" If it is not a painful duty, is it not a 
pleasurable sin ? 

Yes, there are people who evidently take pleasure in spreading evil 
reports. Is it from a wanton exercise of power ? They love to be 
the cause of excitement and wonder in others. They pretend to pre- 
vent mischief by enjoining their auditors not to tell anybody ! Is not 
this because they wish to secure the monopoly of being the first to tell 
it themselves ? Often this practice arises from envy. The rich, the 
wise, the good are rendered less superior to ourselves when some evil 
is said of them. So by slander they are brought down more to our 
level. Sometimes it arises from hatred and revenge. This is a cow- 
ardly method of retaliation. Sometimes it arises from pride. There 
is a secret self-laudation in finding fault with another. The scandal- 
monger seems to say : " How much better I am !" Some seem to 
think that there is a fixed amount of merit and of praise in the world ; 
and so the more they deprive others of it the more they reserve to 
themselves. 

How hypocritical is the sorrow of the evil speaker. He prefaces 
his scandal with : ^' I've been dreadfully shocked to hear such and 
such things ! Tm very, very grieved to have to tell you so and so." 
But how often benea-th this mask there is a " rejoicing in inquity!" 
There is positive satisfaction, there is an exultation, ill-concealed, at 
the inconsistencies and disgrace of an enemy, of a rival, of any one 
who has stood high in the estimation of others. The evil speaker 
should bear in mind that, whether the person maligned be guilty or 
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innocent, the speaker condemns himself, as lacking that charity with- 
out which he is nothing. 

A friend of the writer, jast dead, would never tolerate evil-speak- 
ing in his presence, always saying: ^' Dan't take the judge's chair.'* 
Another, when evil is spoken au^iinst another, says: *^ Go on, I'm 
ready to hear. Only, remember, I 3h>ill go at once to the person and 
tell him all you say of him." Another used to exclaim : ^^ Stop the 
trial till we send for the accused, and hear what he has to say for 
himself." Utterly opposed to this love of scandal is the charity 
which thinketh no evil. It deligics in goodness, looki for it, is 
prompt to recognize every sign of it, and heartily commends it to 
others. As a m )ther, because s^e loves her chill, is loth to accept aa 
true any accusation brought against it, but is prom /t to belteve what- 
ever is said in the child's praise ; so charity to our neighbor will lead 
us to believe all things in his favor, S'» fir as it is possible, and even« 
in the absence of evidence, to '' hope all things." As greedy vultures 
pouncing down on a putrid carcass, as fiithy flies buzzing round a 
stinking dirt-heap, are the gossippers who, with evident relish, utter de- 
traction or listen to it. As. the lark which soars and sings only in 
the light, as bees which are attracted only by the fl>wer3 that exhale 
sweetness, so are th^ possessors of that charity which thinketh no evil 
but rejoiceth in the truth. — Independent. 



INNOOEi^T AHUSEfifENTS. 

BT PBBS. C. Q. FINNEY. 



Wb hear much said and read Qiuch, in these days, of indulging 
in innocent amusements. I heard a minister, some time since, in 
addressing a large company of young people, say that he had spent 
much time in devising innocent amu5iements for the young. With- 
in a few years I have read several sermons and numerous articles 
pleading for more amusements than have been customary with re- 
ligious people. With your consent, I wish to suggest a few thoughts 
upon this subject — ^^first, what are not, and secondly, what are inno- 
cent amusements? 

1st. This a question of morals. 

2d. All intelligent acts of a moral agent must be either right or 
wrpng. Nothing is innocent in a moral agent that is not in accord- 
ance with the law and gospel of God. • 

3d. The moral character of any and every act of a moral agent re- 
sides in the motive or the ultimate reason for the act. This I take to 
be self-evident and universally admitted. 

4th. Now, what is the rule of judgnent in this case? How are we 
to decide whether any given act or amusement is right or wrong, in- 
nocent or sinful ? 

I answer: 1st. By the moral law, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
Ood with all thy heart," etc., "and thy neighbor as thyself." No 
intelligent act of a moral agent is innocent or right unless it pro- 
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ceeds from and is an expression of supreme love jfco God and equal love 
to man — in other words, unless it is benevolent. 2d. The Gospel. 
This requires the same (both in the same and in other forms of expres- 
sion) example : *• Therefore, whether ye eat or drink or whatever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.*' " Do all in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 3d. Right reason affirms the same thing. Now, in 
the light of this rule, it is plain that it is not innocent to engage in 
amusement to gratify the desire for amusement. We may not inno- 
cently eat or drink to gratify *the f^esire for food or drink. To eat or 
drink merely to gratify appetite is innocent enough in a mere animal, 
but in a moral agent it is sin. A moral agent is bound to have a 
higher ultimate motive — to eat and drink that he may be strong and 
healthy for the service of God. God has made eating and drinking 
pleasant to us ; but this plea^'ure ought not to be our ultimate reason 
for eating and drinking. So amusements are pleasant, but this does 
not justify us in seeking amusements to gratify desire. Mere ani- 
mals may do this innocently, because they are incapable of any high- 
er motive. But moral agents are under a higher law, and are bound 
to have another and a higher aim than merely to gratify the desire 
for amusements. Therefore, no amusement is innocent which is en- 
gaged in for the pleasure of the amusement, any more than it would 
be innocent to eat and drink for the pleasure of it. Again, no amuse- 
ment is innocent that is engaged in because we need amusements. VV"e 
need food and drink; but this does not justify us in eating and drink- 
ing simply because we need it. The law of God does not say, '*Seek 
whatever ye need because ye need it ** ; but " Do all from love to 
God snd man." Nothing is innocent unless it proceeds from supreme 
love to God and equal love to man, unless the supr me and ultimate 
motive be to please and honor God. la other words, to be innocent, 
any amusement must be engaged in, because it is believed to be at the 
time, most pleasing to God, and is intended to be a service rendered 
to him, as that which, upon the' wholt , will honor him more than any- 
thing else that we can engage in for the time being. I take this to be 
self-evident. What then ? It follows : ist. That none but benevo- 
lent amusements can be innocent. Fishing and shooting for amuse- 
ment is not innocent. We may fish and hunt for the same reason that 
we are allowed to eat and drink — to supply nature with aliment, that 
we may be strong in the service of God. We may hunt to destroy 
noxious animals, for the glory of God, and the interests of his king- 
dom. But fi. hing and hunting to gratify a passion for these sports is 
not innocent. Again, no amitsement can be innocent that involves 
the squandering of precious time, that might be better employed to 
the glory of God and the gocd of man. Life is short. Time is pre- 
cious. We have but one life to live. Much is to be done. The world 
is in darkness. A world of sinners is to be enlightened, and, if pos- 
sible, saved. We are required to work while the day lasteth. Our 
commission and work require dispatch. No time is to be lost. If our 
hearts are right, our work is pleasant. If rightly performed, it aifords 
the highest enjoyment and is itself the highest amusement. No turn- 
ing aside for amusement can be innocent that involves any unnecessary 
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loss of time. No man that realize the greatness of the work to be 
done and loves to do it can turn aside for any amusement involving an 
unnecessary waste of time. Again, no amusement can be innocent 
that ir»volves an unnecessary expenditure of the Lord's money. All 
our time and all our money are the Lord's. We are the Lord's. We may 
innocently use both time and money to promote the Lord's interests and 
the highest interests of man, which are the Lord's interests. But we may 
not innocently use either for our own pleasure and gratification. Expen- 
sive journeys for our own pleasure and amusement, and not indul ged 
in with a single eye to the glory of God, are not innocent amusements, 
but sinful. Again, in the light of the above rule of judgment, we see 
that no form of amusement is lawful for an unconverted sinner. Noth- 
ing in him is innocent. While he remains impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing, does not love God and his neighbor according to God's command, 
there is for him no innocent employment or amusement ; all is sin. 
And right here I fear that many are acting under a great delusion. 
The loose manner in which this subject is viewed by many professors 
of religion and even ministers is very surprising and alarming. Some 
tinae since, in a sermon, I remarked that there were no lawful employ- 
ments or innocent amusements for sinners. An aged clergyman, who 
was present, said, after service, that it. was ridiculous to hold that 
nothing was lawful or innocent in an impenitent sinner, I replied : 
" I thought you were orthodox. Do you not believe in the universal 
necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spirit ?" He replied ; *'Yes." 
I added : " Do you believe that an unregenerate soul does anything 
acceptable to God ? Before his heart is changed, does he ever act 
from a motive that God can accept, in anything whatever ? Is he not 
totally depraved, in the sense that his heart is all wrong, and there- 
fore his actions must be all wrong?" He appeared embarrasse(l, saw 
the point, and subsided. Whatever is lawful in a moral agent or ac- 
cording to the law of God is right. If any one, therefore, engages 
lawfully in any employment or in any amusement, he must do so from 
supreme love to God and equal love to his neighbor ; and is, there- 
fore, not an impenitent sinner, but a Christian. It is simply absurd 
and a contradiction to say that an impenitent soul does, or says, or 
omits anything, with a right heart. If impenitent, his ultimate motive 
must necessarily be wrong, and, consequently, nothing in him is in- 
nocent, but all must be sinful. What, then, is an innocent amuse- 
ment ? It must be that and that only which not only might be but 
actually is engaged in with a single eye to God's glory and the inter- 
ests of his kingdom. If this be not the ultimate and supreme design, 
it is not an innocent, but a sinful amusement. Now, right here is the 
delusion of many persons, I fear. When speaking of amusements, 
they say : 

*' Wnat harm is there in them ?" In answering to themselves and 
others this question, they do not penetrate to the b.>ttom of it. If on the 
surface they see nothing contrary to sound morality, they judge that the 
amusement is innocent. They fail to inquire into the supreme and ulti- 
mate motive, in which the innocence or sinfulness of the act is found. 



.^ 



3^*2 Innocent AmvsemenU. 

But apart from the motive no coarse of action is either innocent or sin- 
ful, any more than the motions of a machine or the acts of a mere animal 
are innocent or sinful. No act or coarse of action should, therefore, 
be adjudged as either innocent or sinful without ascertaining the su- 
preme motive of the person who acts. To teach, either directly or by 
implication, that any amusement of an impenitent sinner or of a back- 
slider is innocent, is to teach a gross and ruinpus heresy. Parents 
should remember this in regard to the amusements of their unconverted 
children. Sabbath school teachers and superintendents who are plan- 
ning amusements for their Sabbath schools, preachers who spend their 
time in planning amusements for the young, who lead their flr)cks to 
pic-nic3, in pleasure excursions, and justify various games, shoull cer- 
tainly remember that, unless they are in a holy state of heart, and do 
all this from supreme love to God and a design in the highest degree 
to glorify God thereby, these ways of spending time are by no means in- 
nocent, but highly criminal, and those who teach people to walk in these 
ways are simply directing the channels in which their depravity shall 
run. For be it ev^r remembered that, unless these things are indulged 
in from supreme love to God and designed to glorify him ; unless thej 
are, in fact, engaged in with a single eye to the glory of God, they are 
not innocent, but sinful amusements. I must say, again, and, if pos- 
sible, still more emphatically, that it is not enough that they might be 
engaged in as the best way, for the time being, to rhonor and please 
God ; but they must be actually engaged in from supreme love to God [ 
and with the ultimate design to glorify him. If such, then, is the true 
doctrine of innocent amusements, let no impenitent sinner and no 
backslidden Christian suppose for a moment that it is possible for him 
to engage in any innocent amusement. If it were true, as the aged 
mraister to whom I have referred and many others seem to believe, 
that impenitent sinners or backsliders can and do engage in iunocent 
amusements, the very engaging in such amusements, being lawfully 
right and innocent in them, would involve a change of heart in the 
unconverted and a return to God in the backslider. For no amuse- 
ment is lawful unless it be engaged in as a love service rendered to 
God and with design to please and glorify him. It must not only be 
a love service ; but, in the judgment of the one who renders it, it must 
be the best service that for the time being he can render to God ; a 
service that will be more pleasing to him and more useful to his king- 
dom than any other that can be engaged in at the time. Let these 
facts be borne in mind when the question of engaging in amusements 
comes up for decision. And remember, the question in all such cases 
is not, ''What harm is there in this proposed amusement?" but, 
" What good can it do?'* "Is it the best way in which I can speild 
my time ?** *' Will it be more pleasing to God and more to the inter- 
est of his kingdom than anything else at present possible to me?" *' If 
not, it is not an innocent amusement, and I cannot engage in it with- 
out sin." — Independent. 
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DONATION PABTIES. 

The following extract from an article in the Chrtsttan Jnatructor, is not 
perhaps wholly inapplicable to some of the congregations in our own church : 

There is another custom somewhat akin, in many respects to this, 
and that has often had connected with it almost every thing that 
marked the above writer's experience, and as the season for its return, 
or, rather, as it has often been found, 'infliction,'' is approaching 
again, it may not be improper to allude to it. We refer to the prac- 
tice of having Donation Parties, as they are termed, at the houses of 
ministers or pastors. In some instances they have been the means of 
doing some good, probably ; but, in the name of many, we would urge 
a better way. 

1. While professedly made a«i a mark of friendship and good will to 
a pastor, and so expected to be heralded forth in the newspapers, yet 
in reality they arc, ordinarily, only a means of making up a stinted, 
poor salary, and of helping a people satisfy a conscience which tells 
them that they are not doing their duty to him whom they have had 
solemnly set over them in the Lord, and for whom they as solemnly 
bound themselves to provide. Much more frequently than many sup- 
pose, public notices of such parties are regarded as really bad signs 
of a people. 

2. They are often degrading to the pastor's fitfRings and position, 
inasmuch as while they profess to be the spontaneous outgiving of a 
people in grateful and comely gifts to him and his family, yet often the 
articles given are the result of almost literal begging for weeks before- 
hand, and often from persons who have little or no interest in religious 
things, and who glory, as some of them have sometimes said, in mak- 
ing a donation to the church's standing beneficiary or pauper. 

3. The gifts that are made, though sometimes numerous and even 
costly, are often of little or no real use. Comparatively few of them 
are such as either the pastor himself or his family would have thought 
for a moment of buying if they had had money of their own. Often 
the articles are perishable, and must be used at once or be lost. Some- 
times they are inappropriate and troublesome, as when a people gave 
their minister a horse and cutter and fine buffalo robe, when he had 
not a decent or warm overcoat for his body, or a morsel of hay or 
grain for his horse, and no money with which he could buy either. In 
another case, a large quantity of wood was brought in long lengths to 
the minister's house, and he too feeble in health to cut any of it, and 
with no means of having any one to do it for him. Were not such 
gifts, good as they were in themselves, a taunt and a cruelty ? 

But we give no further notice of this often well intended, but al- 
most as often trying thing, a Donation Party. And in place of it we 
earnestly recommend that every congregation will endeavor to make 
the salary of their pastor be such that he will not need any such par- 
ties. Or, if they cannot bring themselves to fix his salary at once at 
such an amount, and pay it promptly, then let them take the value of 
the donations they would have made, and give it to him in money, so 
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that he and his wife, who know better thaii any stranger can what 
they and their family really need, may be able to supply themselves. 

Is not this reasonable? Is it not honorable and just? Is not this 
way, or something like it, a real way of showing kindness and good 
will to the pastor, who is surely worthy of his hire ? Why should he 
feel that his people are begging for him, and then give to him as if he 
were an object of common charity ? 



mSSIONART 



STRIA MISSION. 

Latakiyeh, Oct. 8d, 1872. 

Dbar Doctor Sproull — Presuming on your friendship for many 
years, I sit down to write to you. We are all enjoying good health 
at present. Mr. Beattie and Dr. Martin went to Kessab yesterday 
morning under very sad circumstances. Some time ago it became 
necessary for a young lady of the A. B. Mission in the north of Syria 
to go home to America, she being very ill with heart disease. Miss 
Battle Powers, whose father has been a missionary here for thirty- 
eight years, accoiiiipanied her, and made a visit of eight weeks in 
America. She also is a teacher. Since her going away her father 
has been very ill, and the doctors have no hope that he will live. His 
daughter is all the relative he^ has here — he has a son who is iu 
America. Miss Powers landed here yesterday morning, not knowing 
of her father's illness. A horse was in waiting for her, and Mr. 
Beattie and Dr. Martin went with her. It was feared that her father 
would not last till she got there. It is a day's journey to Kessab. 
Dr. Martin and Mr. Beattie are expected here to-morrow night. It is 
very lonely since our friends went away. Not that I have not com- 
pany enough now, but Arabic company is not so pleasant as Ameri- 
can. Two months ago to-night Mr. Beattie, Dr. Martin and I started 
to B'hamra about nine o'ciock, to see what could be done about geting 
the girls down. It was a beautiful moonlight night, and travelling 
was very pleasant. Our way, for the most part, lay over a plain, un- 
inhabited and uncultivated. After a five hours' ride, we were made 
welcome by. Miallim Yahouf and his sister, and beds were prepared 
for us. I can assure you that I was delighted to see the clean sheets. 
The gentlemen slept on the ground under a tree, while I was laid 
upon a platform raised on rough timbers about three feet from the 
floor; my room was separated from the sitting room by a curtain. 
The mosquitoes, in great numbers, attacked me, and although I never 
before could sleep with my face covered, I drew the sheet up over it 
and slept soundly. All the next day was spent by Mr. Beattie in 
trying to persuade the friends of the girls to let them come with us. 
He got the promise of three, but before we were ready to start their 
friends refused to let them come unless we we would give them some 
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hundreds of piastres. Several of the girls came to see me daring the 
day, and they were all very anxious to come. Just as we were start- 
ing the grandmother of Nyesi brought her to us, and we started home 
with but one girl. It was rather a small beginning, but the day of 
small things is not to be despised. We reached home about four 
o'clock on Saturday morning, tired and sleepy. There we found 
Miriam with three children from Bahlulee; she and Selim Sahleh had 
gone there to see what could be done. One of the girls whom they 
had brought had never been here before. Her mother came the next 
week, however, and took her away. I suppose she thought that if 
she would come and demand her, we would give money to get keeping 
her. On Wednesday of the following week, the brother of the 
B*hamra teacher came down bringing three girls with him. One of 
them about fifteen years of age had been here a year or two ago. 
This time she ran away. Her father is a noted robber, and dare not 
venture here. She is not a professed Christian, but I feel quite hope- 
ful about her. This week one of our teachers brought his little boy, 
wno was here last winter, and his little girl, and a little orphan girl. 
On Monday Dr. Martin and Selim Saleh went to Gendariyeh and 
brought the sister and eldest daughter of Miriam Jedeed, and a little 
boy who has never been here before. Nyouf, Miriam's sister, had 
chills and fever, but since we got her down here and und^r treatment 
she is getting better. We have now eleven girls and two boys. 
These boys we take into the girls' school. School was opened on 
Monday. I spend an hour every morning in teaching the new scholars 
their letters, the Lord's Prayer and some little questions, and in hear- 
iTig another class of little girls spell and read short sentences and 
count a little. At eight o'clock in the morning Selim Saleh comes 
and I spell and read an hour with him ; and then Minallin Beshara 
comes, with whom I read in the Testament and study grammar until 
nine o'clock when school opens. After worship in the evenings, 
Miriam and Agop read English with me, and afterwards I read Arabic 
with Miriam in the prose Psalms. I can now understand the most of 
the prayers that I hear in Arabic, and can understand and make my- 
self understood by Miriam and Katrina, though I do not like to try 
or talk much to any one else. We are very busy just now. All the 
children need new clothing. I do not know what we should have 
done without the sewing machine which Mr. Hugh Cheyne so kindly 
presented to me. Before coming here I never sewed any, but I can 
now manage my machine very well, and it is quite a treasure. The 
girls have been gathering in the olives, too, this week. I am afraid 
they have left more than the allowed number of berries on the trees, 
for Hassan Hamdan, who shook them, had not his heart in the work. 
We have had delightful rains to-day. I am always glad to see rain, 
it seems to me an old friend. I have just now: heard that Mr. Powers 
died before his daughter left this place. How very, very ssd for her. 
The climate seems to agree very well with me. I have never enjoy- 
ed better health than during the past year. I hope there will be some 
one sent out to us this fall. It would be such a saving of time. The Lord 
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HEW YOEY PEESBTTERT. 

Thk regular fall meeting of this Presbytery was held in the First 
church, New York city, on Tuesday evening, Oct. 29, and the day fol- 
lowing. On Tuesday evening a sermon was preached by the Moderator, 
the Rev. James Kennedy, from Phil., 1 : 25. Thirte«a ministerial 
membars, and thirteen elders ^ere present. One new congregation, 
that of Barnet, Vt., was reported, making in all nineteen congrega- 
tions under the care of Presbytery. Five out of six vacant congrega- 
tions had petitions for the moderation of a call before the court. Re?. 
J. M. Beattie was appointed to preside in the making out of a call in 
the 2d Boston and Craftsbury congregations ; Rev. J. W. Shaw in 
West Hebron ; Rev. Wm. Graham in Barnet, and Rev. D. McAllister 
in Walton. Rev. J. B. Williams was appointed to administer the 
Lord's Supper in Barnet on the 2d Sabbath of January ; Rev. J. C. 
K. Milligan in the 2d Boston on the 8d Sabbath of November, and 
Rev. D McAllister in Walton at such time as may be agreed upon be- 
tween him and the session. 

The following minute was adopted in regard to the decease of Rev. 
R. Z, Willson : 

Whereas, God in his Providence has removed from among us by 
death Rev. R. Z. Willson, for some thirty years a member of this court; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we record our sense of the high worth of the ieceased 
as eminently a good man, simple and unostentatious in his habits, a 
wise counsellor, of clear and logical mind, and strict integrity and up- 
rightness, regular in atteadance upon the courts of the Lord's house, 
familiar with ecclesiastical law, and remarkably efficient in maintaining 
the testimony for the truth; and, further. 

Resolved, That while we mourn his absence, and express our con- 
dolence with the bereaved family, we rejoice in the assurance that he 
has entered upon the reward of the good and faithful servant, and 
that what is our loss and that of the church is his unspeakable gain. 

There being petitions for supplies from six congregations and oue 
mission station, and Presbytery having but two laborers assigned by 
Synod, one for five months and another. for two, to meet the demand — 
thirty- two days's preaching for anxious people calling for over one hund- 
red and fifty, and five congregations earnestly desiring pastors — Presby- 
tery was ready for thefollowing resolutions offered by Rev. J. H. lioggs; 

Resolved, That the increase of the ministry be made the subject lor 
prayer in conference this (Wednesday) afternoon. 

In accordance with this action. Presbytery spent two hours or more 
in conference and prayer. After many remarks, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : 

Resolved, That, as ministers and elders, we will do our utmo*<t to 
seek out suitable youth and induce them to consecrate themselves to 
the work of the ministry ; and in order to secure this result, we will 
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do all in our power to make the Theological Seminary more attractive 
and efficient, and render the ministry more honorable in its character 
and support. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Second church, Newburg, on 
Tuesday, May 22d, 1873. D. MoAllistbr, Clerk. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

West Galway. — D. 0. Fans, January, 1st Sabbath; Bey. D. Mc- 
Allister, one day, discretionary. 

West Hebron. — Rev. J. W. Shaw, November, 2d and 3d ; D. 0. 
Faris, January, 2d and 4th. 

Topsham. — Rev. J. M. Faris, February, 1st and 2d ; Rev. J. M. 
Beattie, one day. 

Oraftsbury. — Rev. J. M. Faris, February 8d and 4th ; D. C. Faris, 
April; Rev. D. McAllister, two days; Rev. J. M. Beattie, one day, 
discretionary. 

BarneL — Rev. J. M. Faris, January ; D. 0. Faris, March ; Rev. 
J. B. Williams, to dispense sacrament January 2d ; Rev. J. M. Beatj 
tie, two days ; Rev. W. Graham, one day, discretionary. 

Second Boston. --ReY. J. 0. K. Milligan, November 3d; Rev. S. 
Carlisle, December, 1st ; Rev. D. Gregg, December, 2d ; Rev. J. R. 
Thompson, December, 3d; Rev. J. B. Williams, January 3d; D. C. 
Faris, February ; Rev. J. M. Faris, March, 1st and 2d ; Rev. James 
Kennedy and Rev. J. M. Beattie, each one day. 

Walton. — Rev. J. 0. Boyles, two days; Dr. Stevenson, J. 0. K. 
Milligan, J. H. Boggs, D. McAllister and J. R. Thompson, each one 
day ; Rev. J* M. Faris, March, 3d-5th ; D. G. Faris, May. 

Colchester. — Rev. Joshua Kennedy, at discretion. 



ILLIHOIS F&ESB7TERT 

Mbt Nov. 6th and 7th, in Princeton, Indiana, and ordained and in- 
stalled Mr. D. 0. Thompson in the pastoral charge of that congrega- 
tion. At the same time a Presbyterial visitation was held. 

We rejoice that the banner of the covenant has been again lifted up 
in this place in circumstances that encourage us to hope that our young 
brother may see the pleasure of the Lord prospering in his hand. The 
people, though few, seem to be earnest, liberal and hopeful, and have 
received an answer to their prayers beyond their hopes. 

Presbytery appointed a commission consisting of Wm. F. George, 
D. S. Faris, J. McOracken, D. 0. Thompson, James Mathews, Joseph 
Patton, Willson Moore and David Mitchel, to hear pieces of improve*^ 
ment from R. C. Wylie and S. R. McGlurkin at Oakdale, on Wednes- 
day, April 15th, 1878, at 2 P. M. Heb. 4 : 12, is assigned to S. E. 
McClurkin as a text for a sermon. 

The moderator was directed to call a meeting of Presbytery during 
the sessions of Synod. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in St. Louis, on Oct. 18, 1878, at 2 
P. M. J. MoCraokbn, Clerk. 

24 * 
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AFFOnrTMEBTS IH FITTSfiUJEiaH FSESBTtEST. 

Union cong.^ December, 2d Sabbath, Wallace; dth Sabbath, J. A. 
Slack. 

North Union Branch Union cong.j December, 4th Sabbath, J. 
Grozier. 

Appointments from January Ist^ 1878, in next number of the mag- 
azine. T. A. Sproull, Chairman Committee. 



IOWA FEE8BYTEET. 

The Iowa Presbytery met in Washington, on the 9th of October, 
1872. There were present seven ministers and seven ruling elders, 
representing ten congregations. The death of the Rev. J. M. Mcr 
Donald, D. D., being announced, a committee was appointed to pre- 
pare for publication a minute on his death. 

The deceased being treasurer and stated clerk of Presbytery, Mr. 
John McElhenny, of Sharon, was appointed to the former, and Rev. 
C. D. Trumble, to the latter office. 

A call from the Washington congregation on Rev. H. P. McOlurkin 
was sustained as regular, and ordered to be forwarded to the Ohio 
Presbytery for presentation. In cas^ of his acceptance, arrangements 
will be made for his installation. Mr.' Alexandar Kilpatrick, a grad- 
n'ate of the Indiana State University, was received as a student of 
theology, under the care of Presbytery. 

The m6deration of a call was granted to Rehoboth and Sharon con- 
gregations. 

Since our last meeting, Dr. Cannon was installed as pastor of 
Vernon congregation. 

The attention of all the sessions' is directed to the much neglected 
standing rule requiring session-books to be submitted for examination 
at each fall meeting. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Lind Grove church on the first 
Wednesday of May, 1873, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Isaiah Faris, Clerk. 



CHURCH NEWS. 



WiLKlNSBURO congregation covenanted on Friday, October 11th, 
and New Oastle on Saturday, November 2d. 

Unless we are misinformed, every congregation with but six ex- 
ceptions, has engaged in the work of covenant renovation. 

The second Thursday of January, 1873, is appointed by Synod as 
a day of fasting and prayer in all our congregations. 

The collection for Pittsburgh Presbytery's Home Mission is to be 
taken up on Thanksgiving day, November 28; for Foreign Mission, 
on December 1st, and for Church Extension, on January 1st, 1878. 
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Bbavsr congregation occupied their nevir hoase of worship for the 
ftrst time on Thureday, November 7th, On the following Sabbath the 
SAcrament of the supper was dispensed, 

Cbntral Allegheny congregation held services for the first time int 
their new church building on Sabbath, November 10th. On the fol- 
lowing Sabbath the sacrament of the supper was dispensed and the 
work of covenanting attended to. 

In this number we publish all obituaries received up to No- 
vember 23d. We intend to limit, hereafter, the amoant of space 
to be allowed ia each number of the magasine, to such notices, 
and, except in the case of a minister or some one who has oo« 
cupied a position of prominence and responsibility, rigidly adhere 
to our rule. Preference will always be given to brief obituaries* 
Our readers complain that entirely too much space is occupied with 
notices of the dead. We know of no better way than the one adopted, 
of removing just ground of complaint. Some papers and magazines 
charge so much a line for all above a mere announcem-ent, or a few 
words additional of explanation. We prefer to try the present 
plan. Will writers of such notices please study brevity ? 

Oua readers will be glad to learn that by the great fire in Boston 
neither of our congregations there has suffered much. The halls in . 
which they worshiped were untouched. None of our people, so far as 
we have been able to learn, had property destroyed, altnough a few 
have been temporarily thrown out of employment. Indirectly the first 
congregation will suffer considerably. They lately had commenced 
building, and had calculated on receiving assistance from some of the 
parties burned out. This, of course, now they cannot get. In addi* 
tion, the cost of building will in all probability be increased. Wboon-" 
gratulate our friends in Boston that they have escaped so well, and 
hope that the members of the first congrregatton may see their way 
cAear to go on with their new house of worship as though no firo had 
takon place. 



OBITUART. 



Key. John MiddTjBTON was born Jan. Slat, 1811, in Johnstowa, Alont- 
gomerj county, N. Y. His childhood aad youth were spent in the usual avo- 
cation of a country life, and in studies preparatory to a hio;her education. 

Hid wishes in ibis dtrectioa wore realised, in a course of study in Jefferson 
College, Western Pennsylvania, and in the graduation at that institutiou iu 
1839. 

He then studied theology under the direction of Rochefltor Presbytery, of 
t]ie Eelbrmed Presbyteriaa Church, and was licensed to preach in the au-* 
tamn of 1842, and ordained to the pastoral charge of Lisbon congregation in 
Northern New York in the spring of 1844. 

Ten years of active ministerial labor followed this settlement. In the tenth 

^ear of his pastorate he was called to the congregation of Perth, Canada West, 

n which he labored two years, and was then called to the charge of Ken sing- 
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' ton or Tliird Philadelphia eongregation ; which he serred faithfully for six 
years, until 1862, when the disastrous effects of the eivil war began to be 
sorely felt by the operative classes. His congregation became bo weakened 
that it was unable to support a pastor, and a reluctant separation took .place. 
The generous remembrance of this people to their former pastor when on hia 
death-bed, was a precious consolation to his heart, and should be known to 
their honor. 

Mr. Middleton on leaving Philadelphia, turned his thoughts westward for 
a home for his family, and on his journey to Kansas, stopped in Stanton, Ill- 
inois. At the urgent request of the people, he complied with their wishes to make 
his home among them. A congregition having been organiied, he was in- 
stalled pastor and continued to labor for its welfare until increasing infirmi- 
ties compelled him to demit his charge in August, 1870. From this time he 
was, with few exceptions, confined to his house and sick room, by a severe and 
wasting disease, which terminated his life on the morning of September litfa, 
1872. Mr. Middleton's health, never was very robust B e early suffered from the 
rigors of a northern climate and its harsh winters, aided by his sedentary stu- 
dioious habits, developed seeds of disease that increased as age enfeebled h\B 
vital forces tin til he could no longer resist its attacks. 

He was a man of rare conscientiousness and simplicity of mind, tender and 
affectionate in his social relations, of pure and blameless life, intolerant of 
vices and immoralities, and very tenacious of his principles, — a lleformed 
Presbyterian and Covenanter, thoroughly persuaded of the value and impor- 
tance of the church's testimony, and the certain victory of her glorious head. 
In early youth Mr. Middleton professed his faith in Christ in the communion 
of the Presbyterian Church, in which he was reared. Laxity of practice and 
discipline grieved him, and while re-examining carefully the standards of that 
church, and much exercised in mind, he heard for the first time of Covenan- 
ters, and that one of their ministers, Rev. John Fisher, would preach in 
Rochester, ten miles from his rebidence. He was disappointed in hearing him 
on the fimt Sabbath, but on a subsequent one he heard him preach on the 
** Dominion of Christ, '' and was convinced that here he had found the truth 
his soul longed for. At the first opportunity, about 1831, he united with the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which he remained an attached and faith- 
ful member and minister till his death. 

During his protracted confioement he at one time passed through a period 
of fightings aud fears. Weakened and worn by disease, fearing the pressure of 
limited means, feeiling his strength failing day by day, his courage wavered 
and the waves passed over hiin. He soon emerged victorious over all his 
fears, and enjoyed some most ferveut and eager anticipations of heavenly 
fellowship, aud glowiui; views of the fulness of his Saviour. His hope at 
death was clear and calm and full of joy. 

He leaves a widow, his life- long companion, and five children to sorrow in 
their bereavement and to rejoice in his hope and rest. Com. 

Minute of the Board of Foreign Missions on the death of Rev. S. B. 
Oalbraith. 

It id with deep sorrow that the Board record the sad and unexpected ti- 
dings of the death of our beloved L»rother Kev. S. R. Galbraith. Mr. Gal- 
braith received a very cordial appointment from Synod at its meeting in May, 
1871, as Missionary to Syria. The call thus made upon him was responded 
to without hesitation. He desired with earnest longing to be engaged in the 
foreign work of the church, having offered himself for this service at an early 
period of his course in the Theological Seminary. Immediately upon reach- 
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u^g l^is post he entered upon a work of preparation for preaching the gospel 
in the Arabic language and prosecuted it with much success, giving bright 
promise of early and eminent usefulness. But the hopes awakened were not ' 
to be realised. He sunk under a severe and tedious attack of fever, provoked, 
it is feared, by a too intense application to his work. He died in Beirut, on 
the 21st of June, 1872. While feeling deeply that his early removal from 
the service of the church on earth is a distressing affliction to the Mission and 
the whole church, we can only say, let the will of God be done. He does all 
things well and sees even now, though we may not, how the painful and be- 
reaving dispensation will conduce to his own glory and to the greater further- 
ance of his cause and kingdom. The Board record their unfeigned sympa- 
thy with his bereaved parents and friends, and most of all with his widowed 
wife and orphan babe, commending them to the pity and care of the God of 
the widow and of the fatherless. 



Died, in Philadelphia, June 6th, 1872, of typhoid pneumonia, in the fifty- 
fleventh year of her age, Miss Sarah (VioNTaoMBRY, a member of the First 
Reformed Presbyterian congregation of that city. Com. ^ 



DiSD, November Ist, 1866, of dropsy, Miss Eleanor Duncan, in the 
7Sth year of her age. 

Died, March 27th, 1869, of paralysis. Miss Sarah Dunoan, in the 72d 
year of her age. 

The deceased were both daughters of Thomas and Jane Duncan, and 
members of the Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Conococheague. In 
their lives they gave abundant evidence of their interest in Christ. In their 
death there was hope. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Com. 



Died, April 12th, A. D. 1872, in Harrison county, Ohio, in the 40th year 
of her age. Miss Fannie Peoples. 

She was born in Ireland, was baptized by Bev. Gemmeli, of Gortlee, united 
with the Informed Presbyterian congregation of Londonderry, under the pas- 
toral care of Rev. James Love, and continued a constant and worthy mem- 
ber until called by the Chief Shepherd to the upper fold, to go no more out. ' 
An aged father and mother remain to mourn her absence, yet consoled and 
comforted by the promises, they that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him, 
and blessed are the dead that die in the Lord. Com. 



Mr. John Campbell, of Lisbon congregation, bom in county Down, 
Ireland^ has long been one of the firm defenders of our principles in this 
section. He died May 9th, 1872, aged 75 years. His home was one of 
the first homes of the ministers. He most conscientiously adhered to our 
peculiar forms and customs. Spared from bodily pain for manj years, the' 
last two years were full of sufferings. He bore all with patience, he real-"' 
veed the blessedness of afflictions. Death is always sudden^ however much 
it is prepared for, and although unenpected in his case, (here was hope in 
his death. M. 



On the 22d of March, 1872, at her residence, near Parnassus, Mrs. 
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Elisabeth Swank, wile of Jolm Swank, and daughter of Joseph and Sarah 
MoKee, in the 44th year of her age. £arly in life, she made a profeseioD of 
faith io Christ and left an exampka worth of imitation. She seemed ta hare 
a presentiment of her approaching end, and set her house io order as one who 
was goiDg awMj 800i>, not to return at all. 

Her husband feels Ihe loss of. and mourns oyer, one who was a vn/e indeed ; 
an d her ten children have in her lost one who was a mother indeed. 

She committed them all to the care of Jesus, and he has not forgotten them^ 
and her Works praise her. '^ Many daughters have done virtuously, bub thou 
excellest them alL'^ Com. 



. PiKD, OB the 9th of July, 1870, at her home near'Freeport, Mrs. Sabah 
McKsE, wife of Joseph McKee, in the 75th year of her age. Uniung early 
in lite with the Reformed Presbyterian Church, she was for many years a 
•onsistent member, earnestly desiring the peaoe and laboring to promote the 
good of Zion. 

. In her usual health on Saturday evening,* she went round to see if al> things 
were io readiness for the Sabbath. About B o'clock while sitting with her 
family, she said, ^* My work is all done^ I don't feel well, and I will not be 
long here.'' One hour later she took her bed, suffering intensely during the 
Aight^ but still trusting in her Saviour till the bright Sabbath dawned when 
she departed ealmly and peacefully to the *' better rest'* Com. 



Wm. McConnbll, died Thursday^ March 28, 1872, in the QOth year of his 
age. He was born in county Derry, Ireland, of pious covenanter parents^ 
carefully trained in the doctrines of the church, and when very young «nited 
personally with the church, under pastoral care of Rev. Jas. A. Smith, of 
Drumbolg. He had committed to memory both the larger and shorter eate- 
ehisms and many of the pt<alms. He came to this country with the family in 
1837, and connected himself with the congregation of Pittsburgh and Alle^ 
gheny. He was thrice married. His first wife was Nancy Glasgow, hi& sec- 
ond, Hannah Morton, and his third Margaret McKee, who survives himv 
He was an intelligent, earnest and faithful Covenanter, loved the ordinances^ 
and forsook not the social assembly, of which he was always an edifying 
member. He died suddenly with one week's illness of pneumonia. His latter 
end was peace. Com. 



Died, March 29th, 1872, Mrs. Jennie McCle lland, wife of Edward 
McClelland, of Lisbon congregation, in the &9tb year of her age. She was born 
in county Antrim, Ireland, and until her removal to America in 1854» was a 
member of the General Assembly Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Among 
the many denominations of Christians around her, she preferred the testimony 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and inspired rather than human 
songs of praise. She counected herself with Lisbon congregation in 1868. 
Although called to endure severe chastisements in theren^val by death of two 
very promising sons, and in the loss of her-eye sight for the last two yearsjof 
her life, yet she held fast her integrity and throughout a lingering illness she 
evidenced the meek and quiet spirit in a remarkable degree. She leaves 
many relatives and friends^ who cannot but feel their los& M. 
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Died, March 30tb, 1872, Mrs. Nnaoy Smith, wife of Elder John Smith 
of Lisbon ooogregation, New York. A mother in Israel truly, one ot the 
inothers of the division she passed away peacefully from her home surrounded 
by her family. She was born in county Aatrim, Ireland was early in life 
ootiqected with the Secession Church. Afber removing hither she was the 
first to join the Lisbon congregation after its organization, nearly fifty years 
ago. Through all the vicissitudes of our people here, she was always esteemed 
as a quiet, social wife, mother and neighbor. Many, ministers who filled the 
pulpit during the long vacancy will remember with tenderest thought her 
hearty hospitality, making them to forget the absence of near friends. The 
many calls of providence during her life of seventy-five years were not in vain« 
Many evidences in her life and during her last short illness, gave hope that 
her house had long been set in order. Full of confidence in him on whom 
she believed, her decease, though sudden, found her, to all human appear- 
ances, prepared. M. 



Died, in the town of Bovina, September 18th, 1872, Mr James Thom- 
son, Sr., a native of Scotland, aged 76 years 2 months and 1 day. Though 
dead, his name will live in the annals of the church. 

Bis munificent donations to the Domestic and Foreign Missions tell how 
near they lay to his heart, also his Christian liberality extended outside of the 
pale of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of which he was a member. Ond 
>f the last acts of his life was to donate fifi^n hundred dollars to the Ameri- 
oan Bible Society, and as an act of personal esteem he constituted ten per- 
sons Life Directors of that society. 

Mr. Thomson possessed a clear and discriminating mind, was an intelligent 
reader^a deep thinker ana a wise counsellor, a warm triend, an indulgent 
Ikther and a kind husband. In feeble health his wife still survives him, and 
an only son. A spot sacred to his memory in a grove of evergreens planted 
by his own hand retains his dust, side by side where he laid three lovely 
daughters amid the tears of a father's grief. Sleep, sainted dust, in peace, till 
tJie resurrection morn, when Jesus, whom ye so tenderly loved, takes the throne 
^nd calls you to himself. 



Gordon Thompson was born in Western Pennsylvania, in 1807, and died 
mt his late residence in Guernsey county, Ohio, June 16th, 1872, leaving a 
^dow and five children to mourn his loss. 

Mr. Thompson had his faults, of these he was sensible, for them he 
i3iourned, they are to be buried with him. Of his virtues we may speak, these 
^e ought to keep alive, lie was one of ^^ the quiet in the land !'' He wag 
punctual in his attendance. on all divine ordinances, and careful to take th 
members of his family with him. In the summer of I860, he took one hun- 
dred pounds of fiour to his pHStor, saying ^* prices are more than doubled, no 
man can live on what was barely a support before the war. I wonder that the 
congregation is so slow to see it.'' 

Ue lingered long in his last sickness, but did not suffer severe pain constantly 
so he had time and ease for refieotion. His great anxiety was to have clear, 
scritptural evidence of his interest in Christ. Some eight months previous to 
his death, he called on hispistor to talk on the subject, saying, ^Hhis matter 
is too little talked about in our families and our societies V* Three days be- 
fore his death he repeated this remark. 

Mr. Thompson was much comforted in his last hours by the fact, that all 
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his ohildrea are regnlar members of the Reformed Presbyterian Oharob, 
one of them (D. G. Thompsoa,) a minister. His prayer for them *' was! 
the spirit of the Lord might descend and rest upon them and make themfsH 
fill to the end." *< He shall enter into peace : they shall rest in their beH^cx 
each one walking in his uprightness." ConAiS 



V 

DiBD, on the 11th of September, 1872, at the. residence of her mother ii| 
S3uthfield, Mich., Mart R., daughter of John and Margaret Parks. 

She early made a profession of her faith, connecting with the Reformall 
Presbyterian Charch in Soathfield. The disease, which issued in her deatli,|[>j 
was pronounced by attending physicians to be chronic inflammation of (h|L i 
blood. Her sufferings and weakness extended over a period of some fiNKIB 
years. Throughout this long, and, at times, severe illness, her meekness, fk' 
tience and resignation, were such as greatly to soothe and comfort the heiiilil 
of relatives and friends, and, at the same time, to furnish the brightest eibi 
dence of the power of the religion of Jesus to lifb the soul above phj 
weakness and pain, and enable it to rejoice, even in the immediate prospei 
of death, the believer's last enemy. Her sublime faith and hope shone bri^i% 
during the last days cf her earthly pilgrimage, and most brightly of all, in m 
very hour of death. She was enabled to exclaim in anticipation of her mMt* 
ing with the great destroyer, and in view of| the sepulchre, *' O dei4| 
where is thy sting ? O grave, wher^ is thy victory V* Almost the last woHi 
which uttered shall close this memoir. They were given in reply to an ii- 
quiry of the writer, about half an hour previous to her departure, respeotiif 
her willingness to leave her friends, and in regard to her conlidenoe in ibt 
Saviour. The/ are the words of the " sweet Psalmist of Israel." 

Whom have I in the Leavena high 
^ But thee, O Lord, alone 7 

And in the earth whom I desire, 
Besides thee, there is none. 

J. R. H. 



Died, of consumption, at her residence in Barnet, Yt., July 3, 1872, 
Mrs. Jane Hastie, aged 57 years 1 month and 18 days. 

Her maiden name wm Oilfillen. At the age of thirty-five she was united 
in marriage with Mr. Thomas Hastie, a member of the Reformed Presbyterian 
coagregatioQ of iiyegate and Barnet. After her marriage she was led to ex- 
amine the principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and being fully 
convinced that they were founded upon the Scriptures, she cordially embraced 
them, and professed her belief in them, on the 23d of June, 1853. To these 
principles she continued to adhere until her death. 

Mrs. Hastie p-issessed many fine traits of character. She was prudent, dis- 
creet, a lover of peace and of an evenly placid temper. She was >^ slow to 
speak, slow to wrath." In all the relations of life she adorned the gospel of 
God our Saviour. 

During |her last illness, which lasted five months, and was at times v^ 
painful, she bore all her sufferings with great patience ; even when her suffer- 
ings were most intense, not a murmur was heard to escape from her lips. So 
strung was her faith in her covenant God and Saviour, that her will was swal- 
lowed up in his. She Had a desire to depart, yet she expressed a willingnesB 
to wait the Lord's time. She knew that the time of her departure was U 
hand, yet death to her had no .terrors, for she had committed her soul to 
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hrbt, who, she knew, woold not forsake her, bat, aeoording to his promise, 
lq[>poTt and comfort her. She exhorted her two sons to sanctify the Sabbath, 
iLremember the instructions that they received in the Sabbath school, and to 
^ good to their father in his declining years. And God grant that these 
oun£^ men may not only remember, but rednce to practice these and many 
tber exhortations of a similar import which they heard from the lips of their 
ions mother, who loved them so dearly. 

'< Favor is deceitfnl, and beauty is vain ; but a woman that feareth the 
Iford she sjiall be praised.'^ B. 



DiVD in Allegheny City, on Sabbath evening June 2d, John Booos, in 
be 61st year of his age. 

He was born in county Derry, Ireland, and early in life emigrated to this 
Dnntry. From a youth he was devoted to the principles of the Reformed 
^resbyterian Church, in which he was carefully instructed. Arriving at 
4tt8burgh he coanected with the congregation under charge of Dr. Black, 
lid iu 1833 stood with the few who remained steadfast in the faith. He 
CUDed in the call for Rev. Thomas SprouU, and remained under his ministry 
luring the whole term of the Doctor's pastorate. In 1860 he was elected 
rith great unanimity to the office of i-he eldership. He was beloved in the 
ODgregation for his meek and quiet Chriitain walk. He was a welcome visi- 
or in the sick chamber, and with the bereaved. In death as in life he trusted 
rith childlike confidence in the promises of the covenant of grace. He at- 
nined to a comforting assurance of an interest in Christ and fell asleep in 
Tesus, with the hope that he who gives grace will give gloir. His wife Anna 
Bella passed on before him. Three sons and a daughter survive him. His 
sldest son is the pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Brook- 
lyn, New York. Com. 

At a meeting of session on the 29th of July, 1872, a minute was made in 
relation to the death of Mr. John Boggs^ior twelve years a ruling elder in the 
Allegheny Congregation. After making a record of his connection with the 
session, and also ot the circumstances attending his death, which ''was calm 
ind hopeful," the minute proceeds; '' We would bear witness to the humble 
spirit and quiet demeanor of Mr. Boggs ; to his Christian liberality according 
\o the lull measure of his ability, to bis punctual attendance upon public and 
locial worship, and to his. diligence as a member of this session. We tender 
mr sympathy to his children, and desire for ourselves to be admonished in 
Ilia death, to be faithful to our duty, that we may be ready, when summoned, 
k> give our account to Qod." 

D. B. WiLLSON, Moderator, 
Wm. Martin, Clerk. 



DiBD, at North wood, Logan Co., Ohio, March 31st, 1872,IsAAO Patterson, 
b the 67th year of his age. 

Mr. Patterson was born near Belfast county, Down, Ireland, and emigrated 
with his parents to the United States at about the age of thirteen. 

Their first place of residence was Mercer Co., Pa., where the family re- 
mained for two years, at the expiration of which period they removed to Lo- 
^n Co., Ohio. 

The deceased was among the early settlers of that part of the county where 
le resided ; and acceded to the communion of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in 1833. At the organization of the Second Miami congregation he 
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was obosen and ordained ruHog elder, the daties of which office he oontisi 
to discharge till the time of his death. 

Mr. Patterson was a man of calm, eqaable temper,' and kindly di«ipo8i 
and was disttn^ished for strong common sense, and for sterling honesty 
integrity. Being among the earliest settlers,be was widely and favorably ko 
in the community ] and the confidence had in his judgment and integri|^y 
caused him to be resorted to not unfrequently in settling difficulties am 
neighbors. 

As a Christian he was plain and unobtrusive, noted for the qniet 
punctual discharge of the duties of the Christian life in the family, in thefd^l t 
lowflhip meeting, and in the assembly of the congregation. 

In bis public trust he had no selfish aims, but was conscientious andv^ 
right in the disch irge of official duty, seeking the ends of justice, the adyanoih 
ment of the divine glory, and the promotion of the church's good, and aak 
advanced in life was more and more manifesting a growing and deepening W 
tercet in all that pertained to the church's progress and prosperity. 

His loss will be greatly felt and deplored, and his memory highly cherighal 
not only by the family of which he was the loved and honored head, but ako- 
by the congregation of which he was an exemplary and valued member ni 
officer. * 

In the solemn concluding scene, the valley of the shadow of death was, ii 
hid case, lighted from heaven ; and inexpressibly consoling is the thoo^ 
that his flesh is resting in hope, that he is sleeping in Jesus, awaitingl^tbl- 
voice of the archangel and the trump of God ; for if we believe that Jem 
died and rose again, even so, them also that sleep in Jesus will God briig 
with him." Com. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



The Claims of the Sabbath a^inst the assumptions of Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecber, respecting the opening of Public Libraries, Keading Rooms and Pictnra 
Gnlleries, to the public, on the Lord's day. By J. J. McKay, New York. For 
sale by the American News Company, 115 Nassau St. 

The design of this pamphlet is given in the title. We most hMXtilj 
approve aikd encourage all efforts made in the right spirit to couriter* 
act the evil effects of the loose teachings of such men as Beecii^r in 
regard to the observance of the Sabbath. By reference to our Sep- 
tember issue, fourth page of cover, oui; readers can see where copiei 
of this vigorous pamphlet can be had, and terms. 

Wb have received a very excellent sermon preached by Rev. G. L. 
Kalb. in the M. E. Church, Bellefontaine, 0., Sabbath evening, June 
28, 1872, on The Sabbath made for Man. We are glad to see this 
question agitated. The more it is discussed, the sooner will come the 
time when Christians of all denominations will feel the necessity|,'of 
such a change in the organic law of the nation as will give a constitu- 
tiotial warrant for Sabbath observance. 

Notwithstanding the reports published in the newspapers from 
fo«^eigii correspondents, of entire unanimity in the B. P. Church, N. S.» 
Scotland, on the union question, it appears there ii a small minori^ 
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which refuses to eDdorse the movement. Some friend has sent us a pam- 
phlet containing a report of the speeches of the Rev. William Milroy, 
of Penpont, and the Rev. Thomas Easton of Stranraer, delivered in 
the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, in Glasgow, on the 8th of May, 
in which the whole movement is opposed on the ground that it involves 
an unwarrantable surrender of principle. We watch with interest the 
course of the Synod. 

Thx Lady*s Friend. 

In this number there are two engravings, the first ^ lady on a bal- 
cony waving a handkerchief; the second, ^^ Moonlight at Sea ;" both 
beautiful pictures. There is also the usual variety of matter, useful, 
instructive and entertaining, which makes this magazine so popular 
with its patrons. Price $2 a year. Address Deacon & Peterson, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

FaoM Robert Garter & Brothers, 530 Broadway, N. Y., and for safe 
by R. S. Davis & Co,, 175 Liberty street, Pittsburgh, Pa., 

Tbadinq. By the author of "Who "Won. 

Who Won. By the author of Win and Wear. 

The Day Star; or^ the Gospel Story for the Little Ones. By Agnes Giberne. 

The Curatic*8 Home. Jiy Agnes Giberne,^ 

The Well in the Desert. By ^mily Sarah Holt. 

Kings of Israel and Jitjdah; their history explained to children. By the author 
of Peep of Day. 

The Sonu of the New Gbsation, and other pieces. By Horatio Bonar. 

• 

All the above books are interesting and will be read with profit by 
the differeut classes for whom they are intended. With the third and 
sii^th we are especially pleased. Children cannot become too well ac- 

iuainted with the history of God's ancient people and the life of our 
tord. There are but few Chrstians of ripe experience who will not 
read with pleasure the poetry of Bonar. 

From ^cribner, Armstrong & Co., 654 Broadway, New York. 

Pivtben Years of Pratbb ik thb Fi^lton Street Fbatbb Mbbtino. By 
^. Irenseus Prime. . 

Every day, except Sabbaths, for more than fifteen years, a public 
prayer meeting has been held at the corner of Fulton street and Wil- 
liam, in New York city. This meeting has beejn long familiarly 
known by the name of the ^^ Fulton street prayer meeting." That 
person has re;)d little and his knowledge of religious matters is very 
UmCted, who has not read and heard of this meeting. Two volumes 
l4%T6 already been published, giving a record of some of the results of 
c^f. this meeting ; th^ fir.st ati tUe end of the first year, the second after 
Kve years h^ : elapsed. In the volume before us th^re is a condensed 
iiccount of the results of fifteen years. The publication of this book 
19 especially opportune. At the very time when the attention of the 
(Public has been so generally directed to the subject of prayer, by 
^he strange proposition of Prof. Tyndall, it seemed peculiarly appro- 
[iriate that th's work should have been published. The book deals 
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with facts not fiction — ^facts which the skeptic cannot deny, and is 
unable to explain away. Its perusal will not only prove interesting and 
instructive, but also tend to the spiritual benefit of the reader. 

The above firm have in press and expect to issue in a few days» Mr. 
Stanley's account of his successful search after Dr. Livingstone. It is 
not likely that any of our readers are unfamiliar with or uninterested 
in the story of the New York Serald*9 energetic correspondent. This 
volume is intended to give a complete account of his journey. It will 
present much exceedingly valuable information regarding the interior 
of Africa and j|B inhabitants, not to be found in any other worL 
The whole will make a volume of between 600 or 700 pages. There 
will be three maps, thirty-two full page designs and eighteen or twenty - 
vignettes, all from sketches furnished by Mr. Stanley. We shall refer 
again to the work. 

Scots Worthibs, bj John Howie; a new and reviaed edition, by Rev. W. H. 
CarslaWf M.. A.; large 8 vo. half calf, with illustrations and historical portraitB. 
Price $2 26. 

Cloud of Witnesses, new and enlarged edition by Ke?. John H. Thompson, 
same style as above. Price $2.26. 

The above books form part of the standard literature of the Cove- 
nanter Church. They are perhaps the finest editions whichhAve 
been issued from the press. The mechanical execution is faultless. 
Mr. John Caldwell, 3617 Bridge street, Philadelphia, has imported a 
number of copies of both works, for the purpose of putting them in 
circulation through our church and offers them at eo%t. 

The Christian Statesman comes to us enlarged and very mach 
improved in appearance. It is now issued weekly. Although devoted 
to tne interests of National Reform, it has able articles on other ques- 
tions of present interest, and in each number a summary of current 
events. Taking high moral ground, discussing all subjects from a 
Christian stand-point, the Statesman supplies a felt want and will be 
doubly welcome to those who have heretofore received it. We con- 
gratulate the editors on the improved appearance of their paper, and 
Wish them still greater ^success in their efforts to disseminate useful 
knowledge. Terms $2 a }ear. Address The Christian Statesman, No. 
38 North Sixteenth street, Philadelphia. 

Fkom a circular just received, issued by the iaculty of Geneva Col- 
lege, we learn tbat the present session has been successful beyond the 
expectations of its best friends. The iostitution will open ou Decem- 
ber lOch. Arrangements have been perfected by which the faculty 
hope to furnish a complete and thorough education on the most econom- 
icai basis. A commercial department has been added, in whicli will 
be given a full and complete butinesi education. Terms, $8 for sci- 
entihc, and $10 for classical coArs4 each session. Commercial de- 
partment, including all eoilege brancles, $18. Boarding at club irates 
wiil not exceed $2 per week, and at boarding houses $2.50 and f d* 
For further partMftttars address the President, Rev. U. II. George, 
Northwood, Logan county, Ohio. 



EECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

1872. 

Oct. 21. Round Prairie, per Rev, R. Hutchiaon $12 

" " Elliotta " " " " 90 

" " <« " " *• " May 10, 85 $187 00 

Nov. 7. Bethesdacong., per T. N. Faris 48 85 

" " Bethel cong., per Rev. D. 8. Faris !24 65 

«» " Stanton, 111., per Thomas Dripps 4 00 

" " Jonathan's Creek, per James A. McParland 8 60 

" 15, Walnut City cong., per Matthew Chestnut 8 76 

" " Elkhorn cong., Wm. Morrison • 8100 

« - 

$262 76 

Daniel EirwaR, Treasurer, 
Allegheny, Nov. 18, 1872. 

RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1872. 

Oct. 21. York cong., per Rev. J. W. Sproull $23 62 

Nov. 6. Third cong., Philadelphia, per Wm, McHatton 29 17 

$52 79 
Daniel Euwer, Treastirer, 
Allegheny, Nov. 18, 1872. 

RECEIPTS FOR CHURCH EXTENSION. 
1872. 

Oct. 26. First cong., N. Y.,_per James Spence $ 87^00 

" 80. Second cong., N. Y., per F. L. Walker 802 00 

' W. T. Miller, Treasurer ^ 

40 W 22d street. New York. 

RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION. 

1872. 

Sept. 12. Garrison cong., per J. C. Alexander $ 16 60 

" 18. A friend of the mission in Elkhorn, per William 

Morrison 10 60 

" 23. Mrs, Nancy Bradford, Phila., to^Rev. T. P. Stevenson 26 00 

" ** Miss Jane Brown , MercersburgI ** ** ** 8 00 
*' 24. Henry Martin, Cincinnati, for education of a native 

ministry in Syria 850 00 

Oct. 6. Bequest of Mary R Parks, of Southfield cong., per 

Rev. J. R. Hill, gold 100 00 

'* << Premium on same 14 12 

Sept. 30. J. R. Wylie, Washington, Iowa, per Wm. Brown... 6 00 

Oct. 25. Margaret Ferguson, Salteltonville, Ind 8 00 

W. T. Miller, Treasurer^ 

40 W 22d street. New York, 



Parties who desire a receipt for money forwarded, should not 
fail to enclose a stamp. 










We have srnt n largo number of bills to dolinquf'nt subscribere, 
niul in a f«w davs shall send more. Our disien is to b*t ouch odo know 
ln'W bis uofMuiit stHiicJ;!, .*o that in ci;.<c of h mi:<tuki', it may b«? routificd, 
hnd if no mistake, tho ain'Mifst dm* luay by forwarded. The ckkdit 
>y>ttin, sijb!»cribei.< bi'liii^ in fs;>nn' ra*«'S in nrr^'urajx*'* for yfiirs, ha3 
bi'i-n M, Inni; ad<»i>t«'d, thai no d*^ubt many !iro ?urpri.««(l ut iho rt'coipt of 
ab'll rfniind'.: ^ th^m of the aniMinit .lur* us. It i.s not at all str»tn£c*', 
ur.d«T tij<* cii<-uniJ-tKno«'s, tl at a«..vanoo |iaynicnt cr |)uym«*nt wi'hin tiio 
lir.-t half of ihe year hj»s h*?. n ill-* cxt'cpni-n not tho rule. Uui n«»vv 
wnen we adopt a now rulo. prooipt i»a] nu'nt, when due, of all suhs'-rip- 
t'on.*, wliirb is ilio only f-ir one, it is only rca-onable lo expect it will b.* 
observed. 

We inl«n«l to do what is in cur power to mako the mao^hziuo in«li.-- 
lionsablo in every family in tho church, sparini^ neither expen.-e n-.r prins, 
ivnd expect e\ery sub.-criber to j?end on ]>ioniptly hisssulseriplion in on: r 
il.at we may keep oi.r enjjfugi inent with our publishers. Bills are made 
t'Ut to Jar.uaiy, lb73. One d«illap additional will i)ay to January, IbTl. 

APrOINTAlENT IN ROCHESTER PUEbBYTERY. 
A. W. Ji lin&ton, Stirling, December. 



m 





AVe have now the birgest assortsnonl^of Theological Books in this 
country, and are constantly receiving from Alll'tlon and Llbrarli»s, 
and by Imiiorthi^, btrge adrlitifn.-, we intend to nnike our Kstabltsh- 
llii'llt uH-re and tnoro vaUuibh* in rich and rare books, old and new. 

We take special pains to collect rare woiks of tho old SCOitlsIl and 
Ellirlisil divines. , 

• H A. K 15 A. Til HOllOOX^ « O O Iv ISI . 

Wo are down-town agents for Presliytrrlan Ronfd Of PablicatioiN 
havo the books of the s. S, I'nluii, Martii^n- ' art<»rs, Sandolph, and 

all the new and good books. Stationery of all kinds 

• '. ^ ISr. TIBBALS & SON, 

37 Park Kow and 145 Xa^•sflu St., 

:^fEW YOKK. 




An agent has been ajjpointed in each Presbytery, in addition io 
these appo;nt»;d in the congregati.^.ns, for the Meniorial Volume, from 
whcui: can bo obtained ct)pie8 of both editions, and of the Fairtoral Lettvr 
and Covenant with sitcnatures. A copy of the Jklemorial Volume should 
be in each family in the church. As it is not likely another edition will 
i^oon be jiublii^h.Hl, the work will b» come every year more valuable. 
Those unsuj»plied thould procure cojiies at once. 

A G K N T 8 . 

New'Tork Pros., W. Neely^348 IJowery, New Yoik. 

Philadelphia P^-v?8., W. J. Ferirufion, 13 Exchange Bwiiding. Phila. 

U(»Ci.estPr Pros , Rev. R. D. Sproull, lL6 Alexun'der St., Rochester, X. Y. 

Lakes pros., 1). Boyd, Bell«font.iino, Ohio. 

IlllnoijPreri., Uev. D. S. Paris, {^pnrta, IM. 

Hittsburgh Pros , Dr. Sterrett, 277 Penn st., Pittsburgh. 

Ohio Pr'es., .1. McCartney, Norwich, Ohio. 

Iowa Pros., Rev. Ci. I>. Trumbull, D.odgeville, Iowa. 

Kansas Pre*., Rev. W. W. ^McMillan, Olathe, Kan. 

.1. R, W. Sloan E, Chainnun, 
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